JOINT STATEMENT
Of
The U.S.-Japan Security Consultative Committee
Marking the 50" Anniversary of the Signing of
The U.S.-Japan Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Security

January 19, 2010
by

Minister for Foreign Affairs Okada
Minister of Defense Kitazawa

Secretary of State Clinton
Secretary of Defense Gates

On this the Fiftieth Anniversary of the signing of the Treaty of
Mutual Cooperation and Security, the Members of the Security
Consultative Committee (SCC) affirm that the U.S.-Japan Alliance plays an
indispensable role in ensuring the security and prosperity of both the
United States and Japan, as well as regional peace and stability. The
Alliance is rooted in our shared values, democratic ideals, respect for
human rights, rule of law and common interests. The Alliance has served
as the foundation of our security and prosperity for the past half century
and the Ministers are committed to ensuring that it continues to be effective
in meeting the challenges of the twenty-first century. The U.S.-Japan
security arrangements underpin cooperation on a wide range of global and
regional issues as well as foster prosperity in the Asia-Pacific region. The
Ministers are committed to building on these arrangements and expanding
into new areas of cooperation.

In the last half century, the global security environment has changed
dramatically as exemplified by the end of the Cold War and the rise of
transnational threats. Unpredictability and uncertainty in the Asia-Pacific
region continue, with new threats emerging in the international community
as a whole, such as terrorism and proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction as well as their delivery systems. Given such a security
environment, the U.S.-Japan security arrangements will continue to play an
essential role in maintaining both the security of Japan and the peace and
stability of the Asia-Pacific region. The Ministers place particular



importance on sustaining the high degree of public support for the Alliance.
They endorse ongoing efforts to maintain our deterrent capabilities in a
changing strategic landscape, including appropriate stationing of U.S.
forces, while reducing the impact of bases on local communities, including
Okinawa, thereby strengthening security and ensuring the alliance remains
the anchor of regional stability.

The Alliance provides a context of peace and stability for East Asia
that has enabled all nations of the region to develop and prosper. The
Alliance will remain alert, flexible and responsive in the face of the full
range of emerging twenty-first century threats and persistent regional and
global challenges. The most important common strategic objectives
within the region are to ensure the security of Japan and to maintain peace
and stability in the region. The United States and Japan will continue to
strengthen their ability to respond to contingencies that could threaten those
objectives. The United States and Japan are working closely together and
cooperating with their partners through various international fora including
the Six-Party Talks to deal with the threat from North Korea’s nuclear and
missile programs as well as to address humanitarian issues. The Ministers
stress that the United States and Japan will work to advance cooperative
relations with China, welcoming it to play a constructive and responsible
role in the international arena. The United States and Japan also will
enhance regional cooperation in the Asia-Pacific Region. The United States
and Japan will work together to respond to natural disasters and to provide
humanitarian relief in the region and beyond. The United States and
Japan will continue to deepen their cooperation, including that between U.S.
forces and Japan’s Self Defense Forces, in wide-ranging areas of common
interest in the changing security environment.

Recognizing the significance of the Alliance in the global context,
the Ministers reaffirm their commitment to closely cooperate in responding
to global threats. The United States and Japan will strengthen their efforts
to prevent the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and seek the
peace and security of a world without nuclear weapons, while maintaining
necessary deterrence. The United States and Japan are committed to
cooperating closely to combat global terrorism. The United States and
Japan’s ongoing efforts and cooperation in combating piracy are vital for
the continued maintenance of freedom of navigation and safety of mariners.



As the Treaty marks its Fiftieth Anniversary, the Ministers commit
themselves to further building an unshakeable U.S.-Japan Alliance to adapt
to the evolving environment of the twenty-first century, learning from the
challenges the Alliance has faced in the past. For this purpose, the
Ministers will intensify the dialogue which is underway to further promote
and deepen security cooperation in wide-ranging areas.

The United States and Japan recommit themselves to internationally
recognized standards of human rights, the purposes and principles of the
Charter of the United Nations, and to the objectives of the Treaty, namely
to promote mutual cooperation and security, to strengthen the bonds of
peace and friendship that exist between them and to uphold the principles
of democracy, individual liberty, and the rule of law.



