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The United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development (Rio+20) was held in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil in June 2012, 20 years after the United 
Nat ions Conference on Environment  and 
Development (Earth Summit), in 1992. World 
leaders gathered at Rio+20 to partake in new 
discussions on the environment, poverty, disasters 
and other topics.

■ Sustainable Development

Sustainable development is defined as development that meets 
the needs of the present without compromising the ability of 
future generation to meet their own need. This concept was a 
central theme of “Our Common Future,” a report published in 
1987 by the World Commission on Environment and 
Development. Sustainable development is based on the idea that 
the environment and development can coexist rather than 
oppose each other and emphasizes environmentally-sound 
development.

At the Earth Summit held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in 1992, 
the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development and 
Agenda 21, an action plan to fulfill the Rio Declaration, were 
adopted. Furthermore, the Framework Convention on Climate 
Change and the Convention on Biological Diversity were signed 
there. Thus, the Summit had a significant effect on the way of 
thinking about sustainable development and protecting the 
global environment. A decade later, the Johannesburg Plan of 
Implementation was adopted at the World Summit on 
Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, South Africa 
(Johannesburg Summit). Since then, concentrated efforts have 
been made in fields such as energy, agriculture, and water and 
sanitation. That said, 20 years have passed since Earth Summit, 
and the circumstances surrounding our global society have 
changed drastically. Resources are becoming depleted and major 
natural disasters occur more frequently. Also, developing 
countries, the private sector, NGOs and other main players on 
the global stage are diversifying and need to play roles that fit 
their respective capabilities.

■  UN Conference on Sustainable Development  
(Rio+20)

Rio+20 was held in Rio de Janeiro in June 2012, approaching 
the 20th year since Earth Summit. 97 world leaders as well as 

nearly 30,000 people such as ministers and members of 
international organizations, private companies and civil societies 
from around the world participated and discussed green 
economy* in the context of sustainable development and 
poverty eradication and  institutional framework for sustainable 
development. An outcome document titled “The Future We 
Want” was adopted at the conference, and it was agreed to: (i) 
acknowledge that a green economy is an important tool for 
achieving sustainable development and therefore is to be 
recognized as a common undertaking among countries which 
pursue sustainable development; (ii) establish a high level 
political forum on sustainable development; (iii) agree on 26 
thematic areas including sustainable cities, disaster risk 
reduction, etc.; (iv) establish intergovernmental negotiation 
processes on sustainable development goals (SDGs)*; and (v) 
prepare a report on sustainable development financing strategy 
by 2014.

The Japan Pavilion at Rio+20 showcased Japan’s advanced 
environment and energy-saving technology while demonstrating 
reconstruction efforts after the Great East Japan Earthquake. 
Japan also held an official side event on “Future City”. 1

■ Green Future Initiative

At Rio+20, Japan presented the “Green Future” Initiatives built 
on three concepts: (i) spreading environmentally friendly future 
city to the world; (ii) contributing to the global shift towards a 
green economy; and (iii) building resilient societies.

Under these Initiatives, Japan will use its advanced 
environmental and low-carbon technologies, knowledge and 
experience to proactively contribute to the global transition to a 
green economy. Towards that end, Japan will form a Green 
Future Action Corps involving about 10,000 experts over the 
next three years to support human resources development in 
developing countries. Japan will also provide $3 billion over the 

97 world leaders from 188 countries attended Rio+20.
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next three years to help developing countries with their shifts 
toward green economy.

The Great East Japan Earthquake was a major disaster for 
Japan. Over the next three years, Japan will use the experience 
it has gained from the reconstruction process and provide $3 
billion to sectors involved in disaster reduction in developing 
countries to help them build resilient societies that can persevere 
in the face of natural disasters.

Roughly half of the world’s population currently lives in 
urban areas and the urban population will likely increase in the 

future. It is necessary to build sustainable cities with 
environmental technology, core infrastructure and resilience. 
Each year, Japan will invite 100 urban planners from developing 
countries to share its experience in reconstructing disaster-
stricken areas simultaneously. Japan will also hold an 
international conference in the future to enhance its network of 
international cooperation to determine the best ways to develop 
cities. Through these specific efforts, Japan continues to 
contribute to sustainable development.

Note 1:  Relevant exhibits and seminars put on by governments, international organizations, local governments and NGOs in nearby conference halls 
during Rio+20.

Green Economy
An economic system which promotes sustainable growth while 
improving human welfare, by pursuing economic growth and the 
environmental conservation in tandem. Green Economy was 
recognized at Rio+20 as important toward achieving sustainable 
development.

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
Development goals discussed at Rio+20. Participants agreed to 
begin the intergovernmental negotiation process to meet SDGs. 
SDGs apply to all countries but take into account the capabilities of 
each. They are supposed to be incorporated into the post-2015 UN 
development agenda. Specific fields have not yet been named, but 
details will be discussed in the near future.

*  Glossary

1992 Earth Summit 
(UN Conference on Environment and Development)

UN conference on the environment and development held 
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
• Rio Declaration and Agenda 21 adopted
•  Major results include the signing of the Framework 

Convention on Climate Change and the Convention on 
Biological Diversity and the determination to negotiate the 
Convention to Combat Desertification

2002 Johannesburg Summit
(World Summit on Sustainable Development)

Held in Johannesburg, South Africa in 2002, 10 years after 
Earth Summit
• Action Plan for Sustainable Development adopted
•  Attended by nearly 500 government officials including the 

Japanese prime minister and foreign minister.

Rio+20

•  Green economy in the context of sustainable development and 
poverty eradication

• Institutional framework for sustainable development

•  Spread an environmentally friendly future city to the world
•  Invite 100 people in a year involved in urban development 

in developing countr ies to “Future Cit ies” in the 
earthquake-struck areas

•  Hold international conferences in Japan on urban planning

• Contribute to the global shift toward a green economy
•  Assemble a Green Future Action Corps involving 10,000 

experts over the next 3 years
•  Provide $3 billion over the next 3 years to support renewable 

energy and other sectors tackling climate change

•  Build resilient societies
•  Provide $3 billion of support over the next 3 years (enhance 

technology, infrastructure and system support to build 
resilient societies in developing countries)

•  Held World Ministerial Conference on Disaster Reduction in 
Tohoku (July 2012)

•  A green economy is an important tool for achieving sustainable 
development

•  Establish a high-level political forum for sustainable development

•  Agree on actions for 26 different sectors including food, water 
and disaster reduction

•  Agree to begin the intergovernmental negotiation process for 
sustainable development goals (SDGs) beyond 2015.

•  Begin the intergovernmental negotiation process for strategies 
for financial support for developing countries

Rio+20 (UN Conference on Sustainable Development)

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, June 2012

Rio+20 Themes Green Future Initiatives

Outcome Document: “The Future We Want”
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