CHAIR STATEMENT

EIGHTH ASIA EUROPE MEETING, ASEM - FOREIGN MINISTER &
MEETING

HAMBURG 28 — 29 MAY 2007

ASIA-EUROPE COOPERATION IN THE ENLARGED ASEM FRAMEW ORK

1. The Eighth ASEM Foreign Ministers’ Meeting waaldhin Hamburg, Germany from

28-29 May 2007. The Meeting was chaired by the Eé&kidency, German Federal
Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier. For thestftime ASEM Foreign Ministers

met in the enlarged format with 45 ASEM-partneegpresenting around 50% of the
world-GDP, approximately 58% of the world’s popudatand 60% of world trade.

2. As a follow-up to the ASEM VI-Summit in Helsinka 2006 which tasked the next
Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in Germany in 2007 tpoe on the completion of internal
procedures of new ASEM-partners, i.e. the ASEAN r&eciat, Bulgaria, India,
Mongolia, Pakistan and Romania, the Meeting notéth watisfaction that all ASEM
candidates had completed their internal procedurés. Meeting extended a special
warm welcome to the new ASEM partners and looked/dod to the celebration of their
formal admission at the next ASEM-Summit on 24-2%aDer 2008 in China.

3. Ministers held fruitful discussions on a broahge of issues of common interest:
Global issues such as energy and climate changmteroterrorism, non-proliferation,
world trade and the United Nations; internatiorssluies such as Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq,
the Korean Peninsula, the Middle East; recent dgweénts in Asia and Europe. They
noted with satisfaction the common ground of ASEMtpers in numerous fields and
agreed to continue to make utmost use of the ASENbglie and cooperation, being a
unique, practical, flexible and comprehensive platf for the Asia-Europe partnership in
view of finding joint responses to global challesage

4. The Meeting encouraged ASEM partners to contiouenplement ASEM-Summits’
and ASEM-Ministers’ Statements and Declarationscesirl996 while taking into
consideration the “Helsinki Declaration on the Fatof ASEM” and “ASEM Working
Methods and Institutional Mechanisms”, endorsedngyASEM VI-Summit in Helsinki
on 10-11 September 2006.

5. The Meeting agreed to enhance and deepen tlaeEAsope Partnership in the ASEM
framework in order to tackle together internatioaatl global challenges, as spelled out
in the Helsinki-Summit Documents of September 208@ainst this background, the
Meeting recalled in particular the ASEM 6 Summita@hStatement of 11 September
2006, tasking the ASEM-Senior Officials “to reflemh the possible need to adapt the



Asia Europe Cooperation Framework (AECF) of 200Gh® requirements of ASEM’s

second decade and the new developments of thegsfocCehe Meeting further tasked
ASEM-Senior Officials to report on the progressha$ task until the next ASEM Senior
Officials Meeting in the second half of 2007 in Asind take into account the findings of
their work in the run-up to the next ASEM SummiiGhina 2008.

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENTS AND GLOBAL ISSUES

6. The Meeting reaffirmed ASEM partners’ continuaald long-term commitment to
assist Afghanistan to bring peace, stability, séc@and prosperity to the country and its
people within the framework of the Afghanistan Caip While much has been
achieved, the Afghan government and people stk flmajor challenges in the fields of
security, counter-narcotics, rule of law, humartsg economic and social development.
The Meeting welcomed the decision of the EU to dgph European Security and
Defense Policy (ESDP) Mission in the field of poig with linkages to the wider rule of
law (EUPOL Afghanistan) as an important contribatto strengthening Afghan National
Police Forces. The Meeting also welcomed the lawfidhe complementary programme
for reform of the justice sector by the Europearm@ussion. It recognised the central
role of the Joint Coordination and Monitoring BoadCMB as the main coordination
body both within the International Community andtwthe Afghan government. The
Meeting encouraged ASEM partners to consider waysadsist and engage with
Afghanistan to promote stability which is crucial fthe development of the country as
well as to the region and beyond. In this conté&elytwelcomed the endeavour of the
governments of Afghanistan and Pakistan to furtlemelop cooperation between the two
nations also with the support of G8 countries. Teeting further welcomed the
enhanced regional cooperation in South Asia, asd¢bent Summit of the South Asia
Association for Regional Cooperation, SAARC, on 3Agril 2007 in New Delhi
welcomed Afghanistan as its eighth member.

7. The Meeting welcomed the unanimous adoption Mf &&curity Council Resolution
1747. It urged Iran to comply with the requiremeot€Resolution 1747 and to suspend
its enrichment related activitiesThe Meeting noted with great concern and
disappointment the findings of the report by theebior General of IAEO of 23May
2007, concluding that Iran has not suspended iistenent related activities as well as
Iran’s further restriction to cooperate with theehgy and the need for Iran to restore
international confidence in the exclusively peatehture of its nuclear programme. The
Meeting strongly urged Iran to comply with all nedet UN Security Council Resolutions
as well as resolutions and requirements of thernatenal Atomic Energy Agency,
IAEA Board of Governors. It underscored the need rfmre active and transparent
cooperation with the IAEA in order to resolve thetsianding verification issue. The
Meeting further recalled the urgent need for aafitic solution and a comprehensive
arrangement with Iran, through dialogue, while eztimg Iran’s right to peaceful nuclear
energy under safeguards and in accordance witholiggations under the Non-
Proliferation Treaty.



8. The Meeting voiced concern over the continuetiadnility in Iraq. It reaffirmed their
support for the Iraqi government and its effortsettsure unity, security, stability and
prosperity in Irag. The Meeting also encouraged Itlagi government to pursue an
approach of national reconciliation. It warmly waieed the successful holding of the
Iragi conferences in Sharm El Sheikh dhahd 4" May 2007 with a broad international
participation. It commended the Iragi governmeamtthe ambitious commitments in the
“International Compact with Irag”, endorsed off 8ay, to promote reforms in the
political, security, economic and social fields.utiderlined that the implementation of
these commitments is crucial for the stability mg and Iraqg’'s relations with its
international partners. The Meeting also expresssgtke that the Ministerial Conference
of Irag’s Neighbouring Countries oﬁh4VIay 2007 will further contribute to a sustained
process of regional confidence building througHatjae and cooperation. Furthermore,
the Meeting noted the International Conferencest#nhic Leaders for Reconciliation in
Iraqg, held in Bogor, Indonesia on 3-4 April 2007.

9. The Meeting welcomed the agreement on the Iitéions for the Implementation of

the Joint Statement reached in Beijing on 13 Felrl@07 after the resumption of the
Six Party Talks. The Meeting called upon the pariierolved to implement the February
13 agreement without delay. It reaffirmed that #henuclearization of the Korean

Peninsula remains an international priority anceesal for maintaining long term peace
and stability on the Korean Peninsula and in Na@sh@&sia. The Meeting called upon all
parties concerned to work towards the swift deraration of the Korean Peninsula and
implement the 19 September 2005 Joint StatemettieoSix-Party-Talks. The Meeting

reaffirmed the need for full implementation of tHBISC Resolutions 1695 and 1718 by
all parties and their commitment to the peacefsbh@ion of the nuclear issue of the
Korean Peninsula through dialogue and negotiattadso emphasized the importance of
addressing the issue of humanitarian concerns efitkernational community. The

Meeting further highlighted the need to effectivalydress the humanitarian situation in
the DPRK. The Meeting voiced support for and unided the importance of continuing

the process of the Six Party Talks, being the nvosble mechanism for peacefully

resolving the nuclear issue.

10. The Meeting reaffirmed ASEM partners’ supportéach a comprehensive, just and
lasting peace in the Middle East. It further reafed their support for a negotiated
settlement of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict [whea existing agreements, including the
relevant UN Security Council resolutions and tha@ples as laid down in the Road

Map. In this connection, the Meeting voiced supjortthe recent efforts of the Middle

East Quartet made up of the UN, the EU, the UStlaadRussian Federation in promoting
a result orientated dialogue between Israeli arldsiaian leaders in the framework of a
renewed political process, aiming at meaningfulatiegjons on the final status. The

Meeting also expressed their hope that dialogudisbeifacilitated by the Arab League

peace Initiative, which was re-launched at the &wy&ummit in March 2007. It called on

all parties to refrain from taking actions that kcbpeopardize the peace process.

11. The Meeting reiterated that the proliferatiétseeapons of Mass Destruction, WMD
and their means of delivery presented one of tleatgst risks to global and regional
security. In this respect, the Meeting underlinbd tmportance to adhere to relevant



international instruments as well as the effectogmpliance with non-proliferation
obligations that states have undertaken. It welebthe work undertaken in relevant UN
and other multilateral bodies such as the ASEANiéted Forum, ARF.

12. The Meeting reaffirmed ASEM partners’ suppoor fa fair, just, rule-based
international system with the United Nations athigsrt. The Meeting recalled the ASEM
Declaration on Multilateralism of Kildare, $8April 2004 and encouraged ASEM
partners to continue to follow-up on the impleméntaof the Kildare document and to
cooperate in order to promote UN reform, includitsgprincipal organs, with a view to
enhancing their representativeness, transparerntgféectiveness.

13. The Meeting recalled the “ASEM 6 Declaration@imate Change” adopted by the
ASEM-Summit in Helsinki in 2006 and commended #wgfisfollow-up, including the
successful ASEM Environmental Ministers’ Meeting@openhagen from 24 -26 April
2007, which recognized the importance of the gladdfdrt to strengthen international
environment governance with a view to ensuring aremeffective and integrated
approach to the sustainable management of the \waridural resources, as well as its
preparation done in Jakarta in March 2007. The Mgédurther encouraged and affirmed
their support for a closer ASEM-cooperation on elienchange and sustainable energy
including cooperation on technologies that promstestainable use of energy, the
development and utilization of renewable and a#twe energy, and measures to deal
with the loss of biodiversity and deforestation.eTkleeting acknowledged the role of
targets in proving investment security specifically renewable energy and energy
efficiency taking national circumstances into actod’ he Meeting also encouraged and
affirmed support for a closer ASEM-cooperation arergy security and multilateral
measures for stable, effective and transparentaglemergy markets, including the
promotion of the principles of the Energy Charteedy. The Meeting further stressed
the need for a global and comprehensive post 2@it#ate regime to tackle climate
change, in accordance with the principle of comrbah differentiated responsibilities,
and looked forward to ASEM partners’ constructiamtcibution to this. In this respect,
the Meeting underlined the importance of the Bali ldternational Climate Conferences
in December 2007. Negotiations should be compleie@009 at the latest, in order to
avoid a gap between the first and second commitpendd of the Kyoto Protocol. The
Meeting referred to the scientific evidences of4fidntergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) report, stressed the need for uaggitn and recognized that a common
understanding of the necessary overall efforts gsful for future actions to reduce
emissions. The Meeting further welcomed the offeiet Nam to host the First ASEM
Forum on Energy Security Policy in September 2@00Manoi.

14. The Meeting welcomed the outcome of t& Rast Asia Summit in Cebu on 15
January 2007. It noted with particular interest@abu Declaration on East Asian Energy
Security which recognizes the urgent need to addgdsbal warming and climate

change, the need to strengthen renewable energloevent such as the sustainable
development of bio fuels as well as goals and nreasas spelt out in the foresaid
Declaration. The Meeting further took note that i&East Asia Summit had agreed to
initiate concrete projects in priority areas of peration, namely energy, education,
finance, avian influenza, national disaster mit@agand poverty reduction.



15. The Meeting also discussed security implicatiohclimate change and its potential
to exacerbate conflict, particularly amongst thesinaulnerable and fragile states. The
Meeting noted the United Nations Security Coun@bate on Energy, Security and
Climate, initiated by the UK in April 2007. The Mew further recognized the important
role of energy and climate change as a major aigeléor foreign policy.

16. The Meeting reaffirmed ASEM partners’ resolatto join efforts in the fight against
terrorism. The Meeting agreed that there can b@stdication for any act of terrorism. It
supported the implementation of the UN Global Cetxiterrorism Strategy, adopted by
the UN General Assembly by consensus on 8 Septef28 and the UN'’s relevant
conventions and resolutions. The Meeting continteede committed to reaching an
agreement on the UN Comprehensive Convention arrlational Terrorism (CCIT) as
soon as possible. The Meeting further commended8teM-cooperation in the field of
counter-terrorism, building on the 2002 ASEM Cogapien Programme and the ASEM
Conference Series on Counter-Terrorism since Rg(@hina 2003, followed-up in
Berlin/Germany 2004, Semarang/Indonesia 2005, Cramen/Denmark 2006 and th8 5
ASEM Conference on Counter Terrorism on 15 I May 2007 in Tokyo/Japan. The
Meeting looked forward to the next ASEM Counterrdeasm Conferences to be held in
Madrid in 2008. The Meeting further encouraged ASgaAftners to continue to identify
practical measures to enhance cooperation betwes@ #d Europe by exchanging
knowledge, experience and strategies on counteengrism. The Meeting underlined
the importance of a comprehensive approach fronmintgenational community to fight
terrorism, carried out in accordance with interoradil law, in particular the UN Charter,
respecting human rights, and international humseaitalaw. The Meeting further
welcomed the signing of the ASEAN Convention on @eu Terrorism. The Meeting
also noted with satisfaction the work carried oyt the Jakarta Centre for Law
Enforcement Cooperation (JCLEC), the South Easagtegional Centre for Counter
Terrorism (SEARCCT) in Kuala Lumpur and the Inteéim@al Law Enforcement
Academy (ILEA) in Bangkok as very useful, includitige support given to the creation
of regional networks of expertise and informatidvasng, and especially the capacity
building support.

17. The Meeting took note with satisfaction of thetive and sustained ASEM-
cooperation on financial issues and welcomed tfex bfy the Republic of Korea to host
the next ASEM Finance Ministers’ Meeting in 2008.

18. The Meeting reaffirmed ASEM partners’ commitinenan ambitious, balanced and
comprehensive overall outcome of the Doha roundesmphasized the need to deliver on
the development agenda of the Doha round. The Ngdétrther appealed to all WTO-
partners to bring the negotiations to a successfoke, further supporting the
development of world trade and the economic integnaof developing countries. The
Meeting supported the strengthening of economipetation between the EU and Asian
partners building on the platform of the WTO whiteaffirming that the Doha
Development Agenda remain the priority. It reafiuinthe commitments to promote
sustainable development and to strengthen the |sdicreension of globalization. The
Meeting further welcomed the launch of EU-ASEAN Fihégotiations onMay 2007

in Brunei Darussalam and the launch of the EU-Kdf@# negotiations on "6 May
2007.



19. The Meeting recalled the “ASEM-Closer Econofartnership”, as endorsed by the
ASEM 5-Summit in Hanoi October 2004, aiming at dgepg the economic cooperation
between Asia and Europe through action-orientatedrammes and policy dialogue. In
this regard the meeting warmly welcomed the offetrimlonesia to host the next ASEM
Economic Ministers’ Meeting in 2008 and looked fardl to a preparatory Senior
Officials Meeting on Trade and Investment, SOMTIheT Meeting furthermore
underlined the potential of ASEM-economic dialogunel cooperation to be a showcase
for concrete ASEM achievements. It stressed theoitapt role of Small and Medium
Enterprises (SME) in promoting economic developmerid welcomed the upcoming
SMEs Ministerial Meeting and Trade and Investmeait £ be held in China in October
2007.

20. The Meeting also acknowledged the importanc&wfopean and Asia transport
systems in fostering the ASEM closer economic astimip. In this respect, it welcomed
the initiative of Lithuania to organize the firs&EM Ministerial Meeting on Cooperation
on Transport in Vilnius in 2009 and encouraged ASEaviners to engage actively in this
process.

21. The Meeting took note with satisfaction of WEEM-cooperation in the field of
science and technology as well as tfelriformation and Communication Technology,
ICT- Meeting in Viet Nam in 2006. It encouraged amdicomed follow-up activities
such as the ICT-Senior Officials Meeting in 2000200 be hosted by the European
Commission.

22. The Meeting noted that thé"5ASEM Meeting for Directors General on the
Management of Migratory Flows between Europe anih Aseld in Kuopio, Finland in

December 2006, had provided a good opportunityaf@omprehensive and productive
exchange of views on a range of topics. The Meetilsp noted that practical co-
operation had been further developed at the ASElMBirics and Border Control
Conference, jointly hosted in Singapore by the Wid &ingapore in March 2007.

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN ASIA AND EUROPE

23. The Meeting welcomed the outcome of thd' BSEAN-Summit in Cebu, the
Philippines, on 13 January 2007, in particular the Cebu Declaratiorhe Blueprint of
the ASEAN Charter, as well as the Cebu Declarattonthe Acceleration of the
Establishment of an ASEAN Community by 2015. Theeltey voiced their support for
regional integration and cooperation in Asia-Pagifontributing to peace and stability in
the region.

24. The Meeting welcomed the enhanced cooperaticdha ARF. It reconfirmed their
support for the ARF as the primary political andwéy forum in Asia Pacific with
ASEAN as its driving force and encouraged ARF-masibeinvolvement in
implementing measures of confidence building anev@ntive diplomacy, as well as
strengthening ties between Track | and Track livaets and between the ARF and other
regional and international security organisations.



25. The Meeting took note with satisfaction of Byears of cooperation between the
EU and ASEAN. It welcomed the recently adopted ‘®oberg Declaration on an
Enhanced EU-ASEAN Partnership” endorsed during 368 EU-ASEAN Ministers’
Meeting in Nuremberg/Germany on 14-15 March 2007rkmg a major step of
deepening the unique partnership between the tgmmal organisations in the next
decade. The Meeting looked forward to its followiopghe EU-ASEAN Plan of Action
to be endorsed in the second half of 2007 as weibdahe ASEAN-EU Commemorative
Summit to mark the 30th anniversary of their relas, to be convened in Singapore in
November this year.

26. The Meeting welcomed Thailand’s stated deteamtron to re-establish full-fledged

parliamentary democracy, in particular the draftifiga new constitution which Thailand

will put to a national referendum in September, #mel convening of general elections
scheduled in December 2007.

27. The Meeting took note of the briefing on thegasss of the European Constitutional
Treaty, on the EU’s neighborhood policy, on the &t#&tegy to shape its internal and
external policy in accordance with its values imglabalized world and on the Berlin

Declaration of 25 March 2007.

28. The Meeting had a frank exchange of views an dituation in Myanmar. The
Meeting expressed deep concern on the lack of Wengirogress in the declared
transition towards a civilian and democratic goweent. It encouraged Myanmar to
make greater progress towards national reconaoitiads well as to involve constructively
all political parties and ethnic groups in an irste dialogue. Furthermore, the Meeting
called for the early lifting of restrictions placed political parties and the early release
of those under detention, including Daw Aung Sao Ryi. The Meeting welcomed the
12" ASEAN Summit Chairperson’s Statement of"1Banuary in Cebu, the Philippines.
The Meeting took note of the briefing by the Heddhe Myanmar delegation on the
latest developments in the implementation of thigonal Roadmap to Democracy. The
Meeting noted the agreement between Myanmar and Ithernational Labour
Organization in February 2007 to set up a mechamesaeal with complaints of forced
labour and encouraged Myanmar to follow-up on thammitment. The Meeting
appreciated the ongoing efforts by the UN Secreiageral to continue his good offices,
and welcomed the appointment of Ibrahim GambatiasSpecial Adviser. It called on
the Government of Myanmar to remain constructiwrigaged with ASEAN, the United
Nations as well as with the international communitgternational humanitarian
organizations and NGOQO's, to ensure the people drivhyar benefit from assistance.

THE SOCIAL DIMENSION OF ASEM

29. The Meeting welcomed the manifestation of thaad dimension of ASEM, initiated
with the ' ASEM Ministerial Meeting on Labour and EmploymémPotsdam/Germany
in September 2006, underlining the importance ofceded efforts to strengthen the
social dimension of globalization. It commendeddnesia for the swift follow-up and



the hosting of the " Ministerial Meeting on Labour and Employment in liB
September 2008, to be prepared by a Senior OSidié¢eting at the end of 2007.

30. The Meeting noted with satisfaction the upcamit ASEM Ministerial Meeting on
Education and Qualification in Germany, co-spongdyg China, in spring in 2008 and
connected activities such as the successfully isestdlife long learning-initiative” by
Denmark, thus underlining the pivotal role of edigraand training for qualified human
resources constituting a key factor for economid social development in a globalized
world. The Meeting warmly welcomed Viet Nam's offéo host the ¥ ASEM
Ministerial Meeting on Education in Hanoi in 2009.

31. The Meeting further welcomed regional and maéional cooperation on labour and
employment especially in areas of vocational tragniifelong learning, migration issues,
the implementation of decent work and occupatidredlth and safety at work. In this
context, the Meeting noted the ASEAN Declarationtloe Protection and Promotion of
the Rights of Migrant Workers signed during thé"1®SEAN Summit in Cebu/the
Philippines and looked forward to the conveningha ' Global Forum on Migration
and Development in Brussels from 9 to 11 July 2007.

ASEM  COOPERATION: DIALOGUE AMONG CULTURES AND
CIVILISATIONS.

32. The Meeting reiterated their commitment to fineher promotion of dialogue and
cooperation between the peoples of Asia and Eubspeg essential means to prevent
and overcome ignorance and prejudice and to promuiéual understanding and
tolerance as well as cultural diversity. It called ASEM partners to ratify and
implement the UNESCO Convention on the Protectiwh Bromotion of the Diversity of
Cultural Expressions. In this context, the Meetivegjcomed Malaysia's offer to host the
third ASEM Culture Ministers' Meeting in 2008 ark tproceeding work by other ASEM
partners, in particular China and France for hgstihe first two ASEM Cultural
Ministers’ Meeting in 2003 and 2005. The Meetingttier welcomed Poland’s offer to
host the fourth and Viet Nam’s offer to host tHehfIASEM Culture Ministers’ Meetings.
The Meeting also agreed that tourism could conteibio mutual understanding and
respect for cultural diversity between Europe arglaA Against this background, it
welcomed Viet Nam'’s initiative for an ASEM Touridrorum in Hanoi 2008.

33. The Meeting underlined the importance of theEKS Interfaith Dialogue in
contributing to the better understanding of angbees for world religions as well as its
crucial role in providing a solid platform wherevgonments, civil society, including
religious organizations, can come together to agtemterfaith dialogue as a viable tool
for peace. The Meeting welcomed the outcomes oftie Interfaith Dialogues in
Indonesia 2005 and Cyprus 2006, stressing the tapoe of translating the shared
values of peace, compassion, and tolerance expduindéhe “Bali Declaration” into
practical actions, in particular in the four recoemded fields education, culture, media
and religion and society. With this in mind, the éflag expressed its support for the
implementation of the Larnaca Action Plan (endorged2006 Larnaca/Cyprus) and
looked forward to the '3 ASEM Interfaith Dialogue in China in June 2007ves| as to



the 4" Interfaith Dialogue in the Netherlands in 2008.eTMeeting noted with
satisfaction that Interfaith Dialogue would be afethe priorities during the Slovenian
EU-Presidency in 2008. It also took note of Inténfactivities carried out by the Asia
Europe Foundation, ASEF, and encouraged ASEM-pait®eSEF and civil society in
Europe and Asia to continue to engage activelyhis field. Furthermore, the Meeting
welcomed bilateral initiatives such as the “Indoaeand United Kingdom Islamic
Advisory Group” and multilateral efforts such asettUN sponsored “Alliance of
Civilizations” to enhance dialogue and cooperatiarong cultures and civilizations.

10 YEARS OF THE ASIA EUROPE FOUNDATION, ASEF: TAKIN G STOCK,
FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS

34. The Meeting took note with satisfaction of theefing of the ASEF Executive
Director. It reaffrmed ASEM partners’ support f&SEF in enhancing dialogue and
cooperation between the peoples of Asia and Eutiomeigh intellectual, cultural, and
people-to-people exchanges, underlining in padictihe importance of involving the
young and reaching out to civil society. The Megtmelcomed the continued financial
contributions by ASEM partners and encouraged tW&EM members who have not yet
done so, to engage as well with ASEF's work, by mating a Governor and
contributing financially. Furthermore, the Meetisgessed the need to optimize ASEF's
capacity in enhancing the visibility of ASEM. Theebting further welcomed the offer by
Poland to host the next ASEF Board of Governorséfihg in October 2007.

35. The Meeting acknowledged the valuable roledpkgi ASEF in promoting dialogue
on major issues such as human rights, interfagbthrexchange, art, culture and media-
cooperation. It looked forward to the informal ASEminar on human rights to be held
in Cambodia in September 2007. The Meeting furteicomed the presence of
journalists from ASEM countries in the frameworkthe “4" Asia-Europe Journalists’
Seminar” taking place in connection with th® BSEM-Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in
Hamburg, with the support of the German government.

PREPARATIONS OF THE ASEM VII SUMMIT IN CHINA IN 200 8

36. China briefed the meeting on its preparatiothef 7' ASEM Summit to be held in
Beijing on 24-25 October 2008. The Meeting exprésappreciation and support for
China’s efforts in the run up to ASEM 7.

FUTURE OF ASEM-COOPERATION AND FUTURE MEETINGS

37. The Meeting took note of the numerous ongoil®EN-initiatives and cooperation
reflecting the broad and dynamic Asia-Europe pastnip and cooperation. The Meeting
welcomed the European Commission’s intention t@lesth a facility to work with
partners in advancing the dialogue in priority ppliareas recognized by Leaders at
ASEM 6 in Helsinki, such as economy and financejrenment, employment and social



affairs, and promotion of cultural diversity andercultural affairs. It also took note of
the findings of the ASEM visibility study financday the European Commission. The
Meeting encouraged all ASEM-partners to continueehgage actively in the ASEM
process, making utmost use of the ASEM-frameworkra®perational, broad platform
and catalyst for dialogue and cooperation, forlibaefit of the peoples in Asia and in
Europe.

38. The Meeting welcomed Viet Nam’s offer to hdst ©th ASEM Foreign Ministers’
Meeting in 2009.



