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THE TENTH ASEM FOREIGN MINISTERS’ MEETING CHAIRS’ STATEMENT
Godollé - Hungary, 6-7 June 2011
“Working together on non-traditional security challenges”

. Hungary hosted the Tenth ASEM Foreign Minister’s Meeting which was held in G6dollo
between 6-7 June, 2011. Forty-eight ASEM partners attended the gathering which was
opened by the Prime Minister of Hungary, H.E. Mr. Viktor Orban and Co-Chaired by H.E.
Catherine Ashton, High Representative and Vice-President of the European Commission
and H.E. Janos Martonyi, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Hungary.

The over-arching theme for the Tenth ASEM Foreign Ministers’ Meeting: “Working
together on non-traditional security challenges” provided the opportunity for the Ministers
to address relevant issues of common interest in this important field, which due to their
transnational character have substantial implications for the prosperity, security and stability
of both Europe and Asia, thus requiring a joint response through the multifaceted
partnership of ASEM.

. Ministers held substantial discussions on regional and global issues with particular attention

to the themes addressed at the ASEM 8 Summit in Brussels on 4-5 October, 2010. Preparing
for the forthcoming ASEM Summit in Vientiane, Lao PDR in 2012 Ministers also had an
overview of the ASEM cooperation in its three pillars: the political, economic and socio-
cultural fields.

Ministers emphasize that this year ASEM celebrates its 15" Anniversary. They
acknowledged with satisfaction that over these years ASEM has established itself as a
broad-based and effective forum for interregional cooperation. They reiterated that the
ASEM initiative — now involving partners that constitute over half of the global population,
comprise over 60% of world trade and account for more than half of global GDP — has
successfully provided an important opportunity for interregional co-operation on an equal
and reciprocal basis for over one and a half decade. The ASEM process has a primary and
progressive role in the cooperation and partnership between Asia and Europe as well as in a
wider global perspective. The Ministers urged for strengthened efforts to promote the
ASEM process with a view to building long term strategic interregional relations based on
consistency and trust.

Ministers shared the view that the regional interdependence is becoming more and more
important in both regions, and that Asia and Europe are becoming more increasingly unified
and active regional actors playing an increasingly important and pro-active role in global
affairs. Deeper and wider inter-regional relations between Europe and Asia offer many
opportunities to work together particularly in the framework of the ASEM partnership.
ASEM provides an adequate forum and wide opportunities for a deeper cooperation
between Asia and Europe.



GLOBAL ISSUES AND INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENTS

Non-traditional security challenges and their implications

6.

Ministers agreed that the wide range of non-traditional security challenges faced by Europe
and Asia can impact seriously on the stability, security and prosperity aspired to by both
regions, posing grave challenges to regional as well as global economic growth and to
people’s livelihood. The social impact of scarce food-, energy- and water-resources, the
activities of terrorists and transnational organised crime, cyber security and the impairment
of human security, the adverse effects of climate change, the consequences of natural
disasters, the efficiency of international cooperation on humanitarian aid and disaster
preparedness as well as disaster relief and management, have serious implications on every
country in both Europe and Asia.

Environmental degradation, climate change, loss of biological diversity, over-exploitation of
natural resources and other human pressures on the natural environment are underlying
causes for many emerging security threats. Ministers have reaffirmed their commitment to
pursue sustainable development in tandem with economic growth and social progress. They
also highlighted the significance of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable
Development (Rio+20) scheduled to take place in Brazil in June 2012.

The issue of commodities price volatility raises concerns and jeopardises the global
economy, carrying the possibility of a serious direct effect on social peace. Both Europe and
Asia realized that it will be important to develop better understanding about the functioning
of global commaodity, food and energy markets and consequently for food supply as well as
what tools might help cope with, and reduce the adverse impacts of price volatility in these
sectors and promote sustainable development. European and Asian partners expressed the
understanding and support to non trade-distorting policy measures undertaken to stabilise
the price of energy, agriculture products and other major commodities. Ministers took note
of the need for coordination between various policy areas, including energy, agriculture,
research, development and trade policies, and financial regulation, where they are inter-
linked. Ministers supported the G20’s approach on this issue.

Natural disasters

9.

10.

Ministers conveyed their deepest condolences for the large-scale loss of life and devastating
damage in several ASEM partner-countries as a result of natural disasters earlier this year
and expressed their solidarity with the people affected. They reiterated that the Great East
Japan Earthquake and Tsunami’s impact on the supply chains was a reminder of global
deepened economic integration.

Ministers underscored that humanitarian action should be guided by the principles of
humanity, impartiality, neutrality, and independence. They also considered the challenge of
financing disaster relief and developing local capacity building and improved readiness in
case of disasters in line with the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015 and other relevant
UN Resolutions. Ministers called for intensified cooperation within ASEM, in particular on
risk assessment, risk reduction strategies with particular attention to gender-inclusive
approaches, early warning mechanisms, risk management capacities, search and rescue
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capacities, infrastructure development associated with disaster prevention, relief and
recovery and other response activities. Ministers highlighted the importance of utilization of
the international experience as well as the potential of those countries that achieved
significant practical results in elimination of consequences of natural disasters and
humanitarian assistance. They welcomed capacity-building activities conducted so far and
encouraged their continuation, especially for high-risk countries. Ministers supported
strengthened cooperation between the ASEAN Secretariat as well as the ASEAN Co-
Ordinating Centre for Humanitarian Assistance on Disaster Management (AHA Centre)
once it has been fully operationalised, and the European Commission's Directorate-General
on Humanitarian Aid & Civil Protection (ECHO). They also welcomed the convening of the
Special ASEAN-Japan Ministerial Meeting in Jakarta, April 2011, to address disaster
management in the region.

Nuclear safety

11.

12.

Ministers commended Japan’s posture to share all relevant information and its explanation
of the course of events and the measures taken regarding the recent events in Japan.
Ministers also expressed their appreciation for the immediate response of the ASEM
partners to the events, extending a helping hand and offering humanitarian aid. Ministers
emphasized that it is essential to draw the lessons from this experience, rigorously review
and where necessary further strengthen the safety of nuclear power plants.

Ministers reaffirmed that the safety of all nuclear power plants worldwide should be
reviewed and strengthened on the basis of a comprehensive and transparent safety re-
evaluation. Ministers recognized that the recent accidents at the Fukushima Nuclear Power
Station in Japan further highlighted the importance of nuclear safety and the need for
deepened global cooperation in this field, inter alia, in improvement of the international
legal framework in this area. Ministers also stressed that the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) should play a central role in further promotion of the highest levels of
nuclear safety worldwide, and in this context welcomed the initiative of IAEA to conduct
the High Level Meeting on Nuclear Safety with a view to conduct safety re-evaluation at all
nuclear power plants. The highest levels of nuclear safety, in accordance with the 1AEA,
should be continuously promoted in all ASEM countries and internationally. Ministers
shared the view that it is important for public policy responses to be based on solid scientific
evidence, including in relation to goods and travel. In this regard, Ministers welcomed the
convening of an ASEM Seminar on Nuclear Safety Issues in the first half of 2012.

Energy security

13.

Ministers underlined that energy security plays an important role in achieving sustainable
development and acknowledged the importance of ensuring sufficient, reliable and
environmentally responsible supplies of energy with diversification of sources, routes and
types of energy supplies at prices reflecting economic fundamentals as highlighted by the
ASEM Ministerial Conference on Energy Security in Brussels in June 2009. The use of low
carbon technologies and other options including renewable energy can play a role for energy
security and for reaching the greenhouse gas emission reduction goals. In addition,
Ministers stressed that ASEM will contribute to the promotion of low-carbon green growth
by facilitating the use of renewable and other non-fossil energy resource in the long-term.



14. Ministers emphasized that energy efficiency and increased use of renewable energy across
all sectors of the economy will become increasingly important contribution in fostering
security in energy supplies while at the same time addressing climate change challenges.
They took note of the recent statement of Intergovernmental Panel of Climate Change
(IPCC) and other organisations that substantial proportion of the world’s energy supply
could be met by renewable energy by mid-century if supported by public policies. In this
context, initiatives aiming at strengthening international renewable energy and energy
efficiency cooperation are valuable contributions to sustainable development, energy
security and low carbon society. The global nature of these challenges and the growing
interdependence between producing, consuming and transit countries require strengthened
dialogue and partnership involving ASEM partners and other stakeholders.

UN Conference on environment and development

15. Ministers expressed their commitment to sustainable development as a common
denominator for achieving environmentally sustainable economic growth, social progress
and environmental protection. They underscored the importance of the United Nations
Conference on Sustainable Development (UNCSD or Rio+20) on 4-6 June 2012 and
emphasized the transversal and central nature of the two themes of this conference, namely
Green Economy in the Context of Sustainable Development and Poverty Eradication, and
the Institutional Framework for Sustainable Development. In this context, the Ministers
reiterated that Sustainable Development should achieve and maintain a balance between its
three pillars: economic development, social development and protection of the environment,
in line with the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, Agenda 21, the
Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21, the Johannesburg Declaration on
Sustainable Development and the Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on
Sustainable Development. The Ministers reaffirmed the objective of the Rio+20
Conference.

Climate change

16. An issue of global significance and paramount importance for the entire international
community, Ministers reaffirmed that climate change as a global challenge is not only
environmental problem, but is likely to have a significant impact on social and economic
development as well as on international security. Food, water, energy and climate security
are interconnected and inseparable. These four elements underpin global security, prosperity
and equity. Assessing and addressing the impacts of climate change, as well as reducing our
impact on the climate, remains a priority for Europe and Asia, and necessitates joint action
in this field on adaptation and mitigation based on the principle on common but
differentiated responsibilities. Ministers acknowledged the importance of delivery of both
fast start financing and long term finance to support concrete actions in developing
countries. In light of the ongoing negotiations of the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) European and Asian partners must concur on a concrete
outcome of the 17th session of the Conference of Parties to the UNFCCC at Durban. In this
respect ASEM partners welcomed the positive and forward-looking outcomes of the Cancun
Conference ("Canciin Agreements"), which pave the way for immediate and concrete
actions on the ground, provide a solid basis for further development and implementation of
the agreed institutional architecture in the course of 2011 and lay the foundation for an
effective, global, equitable, balanced and comprehensive post-2012 framework. Ministers
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17.

18.

19.

called on to fully operationalise all elements of the Cancun Agreements and urged to build
on the positive momentum to see balanced progress and to achieve concrete and robust
outcome at the Durban Climate Conference. Ministers expressed their aim to achieve a fair,
effective and comprehensive legally binding outcome under the mandate of the Bali Road
Map. Ministers highlighted the important role of existing market-based mechanisms
designed to mitigate global climate change and the need to further enhance them as well as
establish new sectoral or other scale-up market-based mechanism.

Ministers underlined the importance of complementing the shared vision for long-term
cooperative action as agreed in the Cancun Agreements. They underlined the objective of
keeping the increase of global temperature below 2°C compared to pre-industrial levels, and
stressed the need to increase the overall level of ambition. In the context of meaningful
mitigation Ministers noted the basic principle that countries should contribute to the
collective effort on the basis of common but differentiated responsibilities. Low-emission
development strategies are indispensable for sustainable development.

Ministers reaffirmed the call of ASEM 8 for making full use of international cooperation, in
accordance with the relevant provisions of the UNFCCC, to exchange best practices
between developed and developing ASEM partners and stimulate the development, transfer,
deployment, dissemination and adaptation of advanced, affordable, safe and
environmentally-sound energy technologies and know how, including aspects of policy and
regulation.

The agricultural sector is vulnerable to climate-induced changes especially in water resource
availability but can also contribute to climate change mitigation. Best agricultural practices
and forest governance should be further promoted. Forest sector should further promote
sustainable management of forests, including cooperation to address illegal logging in order
to enhance resilience against climate change

Food and water security

20.

Ministers emphasised that food markets are becoming more and more vulnerable worldwide
due to supply shocks and increased global consumption. They stressed their concern over
food price increases which have been observed in recent years, particularly their impact on
the poorest countries. They recognised that in the light of worldwide demographic trends
global demand for food will increase in the future. The increasingly unbalanced distribution
situation of food production and consumption represents significant challenge to the global
economy with the possibility of social unrest and political instability. Since the food issue is
a worldwide problem Ministers emphasised that a global and comprehensive response is
necessary. They underlined the importance of taking effective measures to improve the
efficiency of agriculture and food production so as to ensure food security for all the ASEM
countries, enhancing the international policy coordination and the transparency of food
market and avoiding trade protectionism. Due to the extent and depth of the problem this
requires multifaceted cooperation among the various policy areas such as agriculture,
regulation of financial services and development cooperation. ASEM partners should play a
leading role in tackling food security at a global level and support the approach the G20 has
taken in this important matter, including call for long-term and responsible investment in the
agricultural sector, raising agricultural production and productivity and for strengthened
water management and rural development in developing countries. Ministers underlined the
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importance of good governance sharing technical expertise and best practices in relevant
areas. Rural development and the sustainable development of the agricultural sector are
crucial in supporting food security. These include sharing experiences in setting up
agricultural systems, in research and development, in animal and plant breeding and
adaptation methods.

21. Water is a cross-cutting issue with economic, social and environmental aspects. Climate
change with its effect on the natural hydrological cycle will further exacerbate water stress.
Ministers noted in particular the enhanced role of sustainable water resources management
in international development cooperation, in order to broaden the benefits of climate-
resilient water management, particularly in flood and drought management. Ministers also
noted the progress of establishing an ASEM Water Resource Research and Development
Center which was approved at the ASEM 8 Summit. Access to safe water and sanitation is
one of the MDG targets. Assistance in water management should be provided for less
developed areas, including improved infrastructure, such as water purifying stations and
wastewater treatment facilities as well as integrated water and land use planning. Moreover,
Ministers considered that water supply for some countries may heavily depend on regional
river basins. As the scarcity of available water resources increases, ultimate risks of water
shortages and regional disputes remain foreseeable, if not tackled with in a co-operative
approach. In this regard, Ministers welcomed the initiative of Mongolia to hold the 4™
ASEM Environment Ministers’ Meeting on Sustainable Management of Water and Forest
on 10-11 October 2011 in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.

22. Ministers supported agricultural policies and programs that ensure the progressive
realization of the right to adequate food in the framework of Voluntary Guidelines. They
recognized the importance of the Global Partnership for Agriculture, Food Security and
Nutrition, of which the Committee on World Food Security within FAO is a central
component, in supporting sustainable country-led food security policies and international
coordination. They specifically encouraged infrastructure development, responsible
investments as embodied in the initiative of Responsible Agricultural Investment (RAI),
and with respect to access as foreseen in the FAO voluntary guidelines on responsible
governance of tenure of land and other natural resources which support local communities,
work within them and respect existing rights and intensified scientific research with a view
to increasing sustainable agricultural production and fostering rural development,
recognized as essential in the fight against hunger and poverty and in which the role of
women must be duly recognized. In the interest of ensuring sustainable forms of
agricultural production, Ministers stressed the need for well-functioning global and
domestic agricultural markets. In this connection, Ministers welcomed the ASEM High-
Level Conference on Food Security held on 9-11 May 2011, Chiang Mai, Thailand, in
which ASEM partners and international organizations, such as the UN Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAQO) shared opinions and recommended guidelines for
enhanced cooperation aimed at ensuring food security in a sustainable manner, which
include policy coordination, information-sharing and database development, exchanges of
best practices and lessons learned from the 2007-2008 food price crisis, promotion of
market transparency and Responsible Agricultural Investment, as well as enhanced R&D
and technology cooperation and harmonization/equivalency of standards.

The global financial and economic crisis, reform of the international financial system



23.

Ministers shared the view that the global economy is recovering but in an uneven and
unbalanced way among and within countries. They expressed deep concern that the
recovery has not yet translated into sufficient employment and adequate growth rates for all
economies. In some advanced economies unemployment is still high, and there remain
fiscal and financial vulnerabilities such as slow progress in fiscal consolidation, sovereign
debt crisis, and the incompletion of financial sector repair and reform. Some emerging
economies face the risk of overheating, and excessive short-term capital flows and many
confront the threat of food and fuel prices volatility, with high levels last seen in 2008.
Ministers highlighted the urgent need of a more effective global cooperation and
coordination on these key issues.

24. ASEM supports the goals set by G20 to address and provide collective solutions to ongoing

25.

26.

27.

28.

global economic challenges taking into account the interest of all nations. While the global
economy has started to recover from the sharpest, deepest and most synchronised recession
in 75 years, making progress toward a strong, sustainable, and balanced growth, it is fragile
and downside risks remain. ASEM commits itself to continue supporting the work done
and the initiatives taken by the G20, helping the global economy to be rendered strong and
resistant to future crises.

Noting that in 2010 the World Bank and the IMF agreed on wide-ranging governance
reforms to strengthen their efficiency, effectiveness and accountability representing
significant achievements in modernizing our key IFls, to reflect the increasing importance
of emerging markets and to ensure that other developing and transition countries enhance
their voice, Ministers reaffirmed the G-20 consensus on the appointment of top management
in these institutions through open, transparent and merit based selection process. They
emphasised that both Asian and European governments are committed, beyond fostering
closer bilateral economic relations, to reforming the international monetary system along
with financial system as a whole and working out a more efficient international economic
governance that aimed at averting any similar crisis of the 2008-2009 magnitude.

Ministers underlined the importance of maintaining a functioning open, equitable, rules
based international trading system. They acknowledged the instrumental role played by the
WTO in mitigating protectionist pressures particularly at the time of the economic crisis. Its
existing framework of rules and its consultative mechanisms have been critical in
contributing to the beginnings of global economic recovery. Ministers stressed that in the
current still fragile state of the world economy it is all the more important to refrain from
introducing or raising barriers to trade and investment in order to keep markets open and
sustain growth.

Ministers reaffirmed their commitment to bring the Doha Development Agenda to a
comprehensive, balanced and development oriented conclusion, built on the progress
already made and consistent with its development mandate. They shared the view that the
current state in the negotiations requires strong commitment from all WTO members to do
their utmost to explore all negotiating options in order to find a path forward to resolve
outstanding issues.

Ministers recalled the various regional and bilateral agreements, initiatives and ongoing
negotiations among them, to foster economic and regional integration through trade and
investment liberalization. They stressed that such agreements, should be designed and
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implemented in full compatibility with the multilateral system and will provide substantial
additional stimulus to the recovery of international trade and economic growth.

Economic cooperation between Asia and Europe

29. Ministers shared the view that emerging Asia has undoubtedly been the fastest growing

30.

31.

32.

33.

region of the world economy during the last years, thus supporting the recovery of world
economy to mitigate the negative impacts of the crisis. Ministers encouraged European and
Asian governments and business partners to continue working together to ensure and
facilitate the more rapid exchange and greater flow of goods, investments and services
between the two regions. Ministers emphasised the need to strengthen the mutually
beneficial Asia-Europe economic partnership, and stressed the importance of promoting
greater efforts aimed at enhancing trade liberalisation and economic cooperation between
Asia and Europe.

Ministers noted that this co-operation would be particularly important in the field of
“sunrise” sectors, research and development-oriented, green technologies, as well
technology intensive and financially sound businesses.

In this respect Ministers welcomed the report on the recent informal meeting of the Senior
Officials for Trade and Investment (SOMT]I) in Brussels in February 2011. In this meeting
Senior Officials expressed a common interest to further discuss possible new activities to
enhance the trade and investment flows between the two continents for sustainable
development. Ministers encouraged ASEM members to reconvene the ASEM Economic
Minister's Meeting at an early date. For this purpose a formal SOMTI should be organised
early next year (2012) to further discuss the intentions and plans of ASEM partners on the
possible future work on sustainable Trade and Investment.

Europe and Asia are seeking to preserve the positive features of complex economic and
social models, while retaining the capacity to change in the face of rapidly evolving
circumstances of globalisation. As both of our regions have been hit previously by serious
economic, currency and banking crises, partners share the same ambition to better regulate
the forces of economic and financial globalisation. Ministers acknowledged that our
growing interdependence makes it essential to work together on these issues.

Europe and Asia also face many common global issues and policy challenges whether they
relate to economics, development, or social and human security. The agenda of ASEM in its
three pillars, the political, economic and socio-cultural fields, allow Partners to address
these issues and challenges with a common and thus more effective and productive
approach. Shared solutions and a productive exchange of view is needed to restore
sustainable growth by deepening regional integration as well as interregional and global co-
operation, notably in the areas of trade, macroeconomic surveillance, balance of payments
support and strengthening of financial sectors. These efforts are likely to have wide-ranging
implications for the future of the international economic and financial system.

Regional interdependence

34.

The interdependence of Europe and Asia makes it essential to optimise our transport links.
Currently, our air and sea links are well-developed, but diversifying, expanding and
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35.

36.

37.

deepening these links could contribute to better and more extensive and at the same time
more efficient and sustainable transport networks as well as closer ties between the two
continents for greater inter-continental exchange. The improvement of land-based
transportation and energy infrastructure could be realised by the enhancement of railway
lines and inland shipping or the construction of highways or pipelines. To this effect, the
facilitation of inter-land transport is essential to achieve the goal of closer connection of the
two continents. Ministers therefore urged stakeholders in Europe and in Asia to intensify
their co-operation in this area. In this context Ministers welcomed the initiative of China to
organise the 2" ASEM Transport Ministers Meeting in Chengdu, Sichuan on 24-25 October
2011.

Ministers acknowledged that regional and sub-regional mechanisms and initiatives hold
considerable potential for efficient, result-oriented cooperation on economic development
and poverty reduction, holding strong potential for cooperation and investment activities
between Asia and Europe.

Ministers welcomed the UN-sponsored establishment of the International Think Tank for
the Landlocked Developing Countries in Ulaanbaatar as one vibrant opportunity to foster a
new sector of Asia-Europe cooperation through connectivity and knowledge sharing among
our landlocked countries. In this regard, they noted that the European landlocked countries
have enormous experience and knowledge to assist their developing counterparts in Asia in
terms of trade and transport facilitation.

The largest rivers like the Mekong or the Danube have common features due to their size,
and from coming consequence, the international character. In the threatening shadow of
global climate change cooperation is essential between countries on development and better
utilization of water resources, flood control and flood risk mapping, water quantity and
quality monitoring, wetland and water related habitat conservation, urban drinking and
wastewater supply planning and managing, integrated river basin management planning,
and other trans-boundary water issues. Within the context of the EU Strategy for the Danube
Region Ministers took note of the progress achieved during the Hungarian Presidency on
appropriate cooperation framework for its implementation. Similar regional co-operations in
Asia and Europe such as the Mekong or the Danube initiatives might have useful
experiences and best practises to share. To this end, Ministers noted the proposal to
establish a Danube-Mekong cooperation initiative.

Inclusive growth and poverty reduction

38.

Asia and Europe have a common interest in the emergence of a stability-oriented, effective
and more representative international economic and financial system that promote high and
sustainable growth and enables governments to improve welfare and reduce poverty in their
respective countries. The EU has adopted a new strategy of EU 2020, based on smart,
inclusive and sustainable growth. Asia, as today’s most dynamic region in the world
economy, has already lifted millions out of poverty and has a major role to play in the
recovery. Building on our experience, it is time to bring new dynamism in resolving long
standing global issues including poverty eradication, income gap reduction, the promotion
of decent work and the development challenge of the Millennium Development Goals along
with promotion of social cohesion and through inclusive growth that benefit poor people,



39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

focusing particularly on the least-developed and fragile countries. ASEM partners have an
important role in these efforts.

Although development budgets are under increasing pressure as a result of the global
financial crisis and its impact on public finances, Ministers reaffirmed their commitment to
ensure that aid levels, goals and objectives of development cooperation are attained and
results are delivered so that the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) can be met by
2015.

Ministers reaffirmed their commitments to sustainable development and inclusive growth as
a key to fighting against poverty and fulfilling the MDGs. They recognized that in spite of
the recent global crisis much progress has been made, however development is uneven and
cooperation among all stakeholders is vital for obtaining comprehensive results. They
underscored the importance of following up on the 20-22 September 2010 UN High-Level
Plenary Meeting on MDGs held in New York, especially meeting the ODA commitments
on time and identifying truly effective methods and also stressed the significance of the
recent Fourth UN Least Developed Countries Conference in Istanbul on 9-13 May 2011, the
MDGs Follow-up Meeting in Tokyo on 2-3 June as well as the upcoming Fourth High Level
Forum on Aid Effectiveness scheduled to take place in Busan, Korea in November 2011.
They also stressed the importance of successful implementation of the G20 Seoul
Development Consensus and its Multi-Year Action Plan adopted at the G20 Seoul Summit
last November, as it would contribute to the global efforts to achieve inclusive and equitable
growth,

The High Level Plenary Meeting on the Millennium Development Goals held in New York
last September concluded, that although much has been achieved since the 2000 Millennium
Declaration, there are huge regional discrepancies at inter-regional, intra-regional and
national level. There are also considerable differences in the realization of the specific
targets. Although between 2000 and 2007, good progress was made in reducing poverty
worldwide, improving access to primary education, gender equality in primary schools and
improving access to water thanks to strong global growth, effects of the multiple global
crisis of 2008/2009 and of climate change have jeopardized or even reversed some of the
progress. Today still one billion people are victims of hunger and more than one quarter of
children in developing regions are underweight. Much needs to be done to reduce child
mortality and improve maternal health. The international community has therefore
underlined, that in order to fulfil the MDG aims by the target date of 2015, progress must be
accelerated, meaning a re-doubling of efforts by all development partners. The improvement
of aid effectiveness and better donor coordination are essential in this regard. Ministers
remain committed to implement all those policies which can lift the countries most in need
out of poverty in a sustainable way and give better standards of living for their people.

Ministers stressed the importance of improving quality of life in order to ensure sustainable
economic growth, reduce unemployment, in particular among young people, and eradicate
poverty.

Ministers concurred that specific attention should be given to labour migration, including
developing the mutual benefits of legal migration among ASEM partners. Recognizing the
link between development and migration, they called for the sharing of best practices and
the exploration of comprehensive approaches with a view to maximising the positive effects
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44,

of migration on development and decreasing the potential negative effects. The rights of
legal migrants, irregular/illegal migration and coherent wide-ranging policies in sphere of
migration were identified as matters of common interest.

Ministers acknowledged the particular importance of dialogue and cooperation in the
education and health sectors. Empowering individuals including through capacity
development particularly at the community level can greatly contribute to the sustainable
progress towards the MDGs. Given the tardy progress in the health and education sectors,
Ministers highlighted the need to make further efforts in these fields. Education and health
sectors can greatly contribute to achieving the MDGs. Much of the development assistance
should be directed towards the education sector. Considerable contributions needed in
strengthening healthcare capacities as well. They also underscored the importance of taking
effective approaches with focus on the perspective of human security and equity.

45. Ministers recognized the importance of social safety nets and social protection systems as

an economic stabilizer in times of crisis and in this connection welcomed the ASEM Forum
on Social Safety Nets: Enhanced Cooperation to Address Post-Crisis Challenges organized
by Vietnam in coordination with Finland in Hanoi on 18 — 19 April 2011. Ministers
appreciated recommendations of this Forum on possible collaboration opportunities with
ASEM partners. Ministers shared the view that special attention should be paid to social
cohesion and inclusive growth. By reducing inequality and supporting the most
disadvantaged people, social protection promotes human capital investments, enhances
productivity, improves socio-political stability. An inclusive growth agenda focusing on
sustainable development and social cohesion should be supported. Ministers reconfirmed
the commitments made by the Ministers of Social Affairs and Employment in the Leiden
Declaration, during the ASEM Ministerial Conference in Leiden, The Netherlands, and
welcomed the 4™ ASEM Labour and Employement Ministers’ Conference to be organised
in Vietnam in 2012,

Multilateralism, UN reform and human rights

46.

47.

Ministers reaffirmed the importance of the multilateral approach and collective actions in
addressing global issues and the maintenance of international peace and security. Recalling
the ASEM Declaration on Multilateralism adopted by Foreign Ministers in Ireland in 2004,
Ministers reaffirmed ASEM’s commitment to strengthening the important role of
multilateralism and a multilateral international system with the United Nations and its
mechanisms at its heart in the settlement of international disputes, maintenance of
international peace and security, promoting human rights, and cooperation among states
based on the principles enshrined in the UN Charter.

Ministers shared the view that a comprehensive reform of the United Nations remains a
priority in order for the organization to most effectively address today’s global challenges
and ensure effective support for its members, including in addressing the needs of
developing countries. Importance of pursuing the current reform process in order to achieve
a more representative, more efficient and more effective UN Security Council was also
stressed, as well as that of a revitalized General Assembly, and ECOSOC, a well-managed
Secretariat and effective, streamlined specialized agencies in the interest of system-wide
coherence and increased sense of ownership on the part of the world community.
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48.

49.

Ministers expressed their appreciation of the dialogue carried out by ASEM partners
through the informal ASEM Seminars on Human Rights, held annually since 1998 under the
coordination of the Asia Europe Foundation. They reaffirmed their commitment to
cooperate in the promotion and protection of human rights, including equal treatment of
women and men, in accordance with the UN Charter, Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and international law and their adherence to democratic governance. They underlined
their commitment to increase cooperation on issues related to the promotion and protection
of human rights. They welcomed the establishment of the ASEAN Intergovernmental
Commission on Human Rights (AICHR) as an important first regional step towards
promotion as well as protection of Human Rights and supported the drafting of ASEAN
Declaration on Human Rights. They also noted with satisfaction the study visit of AICHR to
EU from 23 - 27 May 2011. They expressed their wish to extend cooperation in fora such as
the Human Rights Council and the UN General Assembly Third Committee. In this context
Ministers emphasized inter alia the importance of the mechanism of the Universal Periodic
Review, which provide a comprehensive picture of the human rights situation in all
countries of the World, and reaffirmed their commitment to participate constructively in it.

Ministers underscored the importance of efforts and commitments of the international
community towards consolidating democratic values and strengthening democratic
institutions through promoting democracy education, promoting and enabling civil society,
strengthening regional cooperation and exchange of best practises and experiences on
democratic development, such as the Community of Democracies and the Bali Democracy
Forum. In this context, Ministers welcomed the efforts of the outgoing Lithuanian Chair and
the upcoming Mongolian Chair for the period 2011-2013 to rejuvenate the Community of
Democracies.

Dialogue of cultures and civilizations

50. Ministers reaffirmed the need to maintain cultural diversity and to protect cultural heritage

51.

and advocated mutual understanding, tolerance and peaceful coexistence among pluralistic
societies, development paths, and cultures. Ministers underlined the importance of the
ASEM Interfaith and Intercultural Dialogues in contributing to the creation and
reinforcement of an environment conducive to building harmony understanding and
cooperation within the international community. Ministers emphasized the importance of
combining the multilateral framework with the national efforts to promote the
understanding among faiths, cultures and peoples. In this context, they also noted the value
of initiatives such as the UN Alliance of Civilizations (UNAOC) and the UN Tripartite
Forum on Interfaith Cooperation for Peace, as well as the various UNESCO programmes in
this area. Ministers expressed their belief, in line with the understanding at the 2010 ASEM
Culture Ministers’ Meeting held in Poznan, Poland, that the growing awareness and
concern for common cultural heritage can enhance dialogue and cooperation among
cultures and civilizations.

Ministers noted the results of the 111 Forum held in Rio de Janeiro in May 2010 and the fact
that the UN Alliance of Civilizations (UNAOC) has become a major international reference
in intercultural dialogue and cooperation. Ministers also welcomed the initiative of Qatar to
host the next meeting of the Alliance of Civilizations in December 2011.
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52. Ministers stressed the growing importance of dialogue on developing programs and
activities of religious communities and civil society organisations aimed at the promotion
of a culture of peace and tolerance, respect for diversity and inter-faith, intra-faith and
intercultural dialogue among representatives of various cultures and civilizations when
facing non-traditional security challenges. Interfaith dialogue should play a significant role
in working out civil society programmes of intercultural dimension as stated in 2010 at the
6" ASEM Interfaith Dialogue in Madrid-Toledo, Spain.

53. Ministers welcomed the results of the Special Non-Aligned Movement Ministerial Meeting
on Interfaith Dialogue and Cooperation for Peace and Development held in Manila in
March 2010, the biggest intergovernmental gathering to celebrate 2010 as the International
Year for the Rapprochement of Cultures, and the adoption of the Manila Declaration and
Program of Action on Interfaith Dialogue and Cooperation for Peace and Development
which highlights the importance of enhancing efforts to promote respect for the diversity of
religions, beliefs, cultures and societies.

54. Ministers welcomed the Philippine hosting of the 7th ASEM Interfaith Dialogue in Manila
in October 2011 with the theme “Harnessing the benefits and addressing the challenges of
migration through interfaith and intercultural dialogue. Ministers agreed that fostering
harmony and mutual understanding through intercultural and interfaith dialogue and
cooperation between migrant communities and their host societies, as well as among
migrant communities, enriches the social fabric of societies that host these migrant
communities and vice-versa. Ministers committed to send their respective delegations to
actively contribute to the objectives of the meeting.

Terrorism, piracy and transnational organized crime

55. Ministers reaffirmed that terrorism in all its forms and manifestations continues to be one of
the most serious challenges to international peace and security. They stressed their
commitment to the fight against terrorism, which poses a threat to the international
community, and underlined the need for a comprehensive approach to counter, prevent and
suppress terrorism in all its forms and manifestations. Ministers underscored the importance
of measures to support and assist victims of terrorism and welcomed Indonesia as the host
of the next Counterterrorism Conference in 2011.

56. Ministers confirmed the United Nations’ leading role in the fight against terrorism and also
reaffirmed their commitment to taking practical steps in the international fight against
terrorism in line with the United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy and the
relevant UN Security Council resolutions while underlining the need to adhere to the major
UN conventions and protocols dealing with terrorism in full respect for the UN Charter and
international laws including human rights law, refugee law and humanitarian law.

57. Ministers took note of the status of the negotiations of the UN Comprehensive Convention
on International Terrorism in New York this year and urged all UN Member States to move
towards the early conclusion of the Convention. Terrorism can only be defeated by a
sustained and comprehensive approach involving the active cooperation of all States, as well
as international and regional organizations.
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58

59.

60

61.

62.

. Ministers reaffirmed ASEM’s commitment to enhancing regional cooperation in counter-

terrorism activities including of disseminating best practices, information sharing and
capacity building such as transfer of skills, knowledge and technology to developing
countries and in conformity with international commitments and national law, and
individually and collectively responding in a timely and effective manner.

One of the most complex emerging security challenges is cyber security including cyber
crime which needs to be tackled globally, while underlining that the security of the internet
should not be achieved at the expense of freedom of expression.

. Ministers expressed their concerns regarding the escalation of transnational organized

crime, including illicit drug trafficking, arms smuggling, money laundering, trafficking
persons and in human organs and corruption threatening peace, security and human rights.

Ministers welcomed the decision of the Government of Mongolia to host the 10th ASEM
Meeting of Directors-General of Immigration on Migratory Flows between Asia and
Europe to be held on 5-7 September 2011 in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.

Piracy and armed robbery off the coast of Somalia and in the high-seas has become a major
security threat to international maritime safety, in particular to seafarers and international
trade as well as to the security and prosperity of the affected countries. Ministers agreed
that it is essential to tackle piracy and related crimes in a coordinated and comprehensive
manner by united international efforts preferably under the auspices of the UN, They
reiterated that the effective arrest, prosecution and incarceration of pirates and armed
robbers are important components in security freedom and safety of navigation on the high
seas. For a lasting solution to the problem, the anti-piracy efforts should be supported and
complemented by additional concrete policies and measures that will contribute to the
establishment of law and order in Somalia as well as sustained economic development in
the region including eliminating the root causes through building security and rule of law in
the affected areas and creating a permissive environment for economic growth.
International efforts are preferred to be united under the auspices of UN. Ministers stressed
the importance of greater international cooperation for ensuring the safety and early release
of the seafarers and others being held hostage by pirates. Emphasis should be laid on the
development of a long-term approach and on support for regional cooperation frameworks,
including in the area of capacity-building through concrete activities such as information-
sharing, training of officials, and holding joint naval exercises as and when appropriate.
Ministers deplored the increasing use of violence against seafarers during attacks and while
in captivity. Ministers also welcomed the adoption of the recent UNSC 1976 (2011), as a
step forward in the effort towards more effective prosecution of pirates consistent with
human rights law.

Nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament

63

. Ministers stressed that the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, and their means of

delivery, constitutes a threat to international peace and security. They recognized the
importance of advancing the mutually reinforcing objectives of nuclear disarmament and
nuclear non-proliferation and reaffirmed their commitment to the objective of a world free
of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction. Ministers affirmed their
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64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

determination to prevent terrorists and other non-state actors from acquiring weapons of
mass destruction and related technology and materials.

Ministers emphasized on the need of further strengthening international and national efforts
and to revitalize the work of multilateral disarmament bodies, in particular with respect to
the issues on the agenda of the Conference on Disarmament and advance multilateral
disarmament negotiations to counter the proliferation of nuclear weapons and other
weapons of mass destruction and their means of delivery. They stressed the need to fully
implement all relevant resolutions of the Security Council.

Ministers urged the States Parties to the Treaty on Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
to implement the Action Plan adopted at the 2010 Review Conference of the Treaty. They
recalled paragraph 60 of the Chair’s Statement of the Eight ASEM Summit. They also
expressed their support for the international conference on the establishment of a Middle
East zone free of nuclear weapons and all other weapons of mass destruction, planned for
2012.

Ministers welcomed the entry into force of the New START Treaty between the Russian
Federation and the United States. Ministers expressed support for the early entry into force
of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT), which, inter-alia, should
contribute in the process of disarmament warmly welcoming the renewed political
momentum towards CTBT ratification within some remaining Annex 2 states. Ministers
also called on all states participating in the Conference on Disarmament to start
immediately within the context of its agreed, comprehensive and balanced programme of
work negotiations on a Treaty banning the production of fissile material for nuclear
weapons or other nuclear explosive devices (FMCT).

Ministers recognized the important role of the IAEA and its safeguards system in
upholding the international nuclear non-proliferation regime and in verifying peaceful uses
of nuclear energy, and called for full cooperation on all matters within its mandate.
Ministers in particular supported movement towards the universal adherence and the
earliest possible conclusion of the Additional Protocol to the Comprehensive Safeguard
Agreement by the concerned States.

Ministers underlined the importance of continuing to discuss further, in a non-
discriminatory and transparent manner, voluntary multilateral mechanisms for assurance of
nuclear fuel supply, as well as possible schemes dealing with the back-end of the fuel
cycle, without affecting rights of States parties to the NPT to develop nuclear energy for
peaceful purposes in conformity with the Treaty.

REGIONAL ISSUES

Ministers emphasized the importance of effective regional architectures of security and
cooperation in Asia and Europe based on mutual respect and equal treatment, on
consideration for the legitimate interests of all states and on partnership among various
regional organizations and fora. Ministers shared the same views that regional cooperative
mechanisms are a force for peace, stability, prosperity, social development and cohesion.
They welcomed processes to shape new cooperation architecture in the region, such as the
development of the East Asia Summit and establishment of the ASEAN Defence Ministers’

15



70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

Meeting-Plus (ADMM Plus). They also took note of the initiatives on enhanced security in
the Asia-Pacific region.

Ministers welcomed the support for the cooperation processes taking place in each other’s
region and also, in this spirit, the European Union’s confirmed commitment to accede to
the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia (TAC). To this effect, they pledged,
to work for early entry into force of the Third Protocol amending the TAC.

Ministers reaffirmed the recognition of the centrality of ASEAN in the evolving regional
architecture in East Asia. Ministers supported the strengthening of ASEAN’s centrality,
stressing the desirability of enhanced contacts and cooperation through the existing
dialogue partnerships between ASEAN and its partners. They also recognized that such
regional cooperation is mutually beneficial and reinforcing. They encouraged additional
efforts to share experiences and lessons-learned. Ministers welcomed the significant efforts
taken to accelerate ASEAN integration in realising a resilient, dynamic and sustained
ASEAN Community by 2015 as well as to deepen ASEAN’s relations with its partners.
They also welcomed the many substantial developments and initiatives purporting
inclusive regional dialogue and cooperation in the ASEAN-initiated regional cooperation
processes.

Ministers shared the view that the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty marked a major step
forward in reforming European integration and will strengthen the European Union as a
reliable and efficient partner in developing relations and cooperation with others, including
partners in Asia.

Noting that the world has been facing severe challenges in the field of economic
development, employment and social cohesion caused by the global economic and financial
crisis, Ministers acknowledged the EU’s current efforts to reinforce economic coordination,
strengthen control over fiscal discipline and the Euro-zone in order to ensure that the Union
is better equipped to prevent crises in the future. The effective implementation of the
Europe 2020 Strategy contributes to making economic growth sustainable and the recovery
from the crisis irreversible. Ministers welcomed the emphasis on the Single Market and
increased global trade, through opening markets and free trade agreements. An
economically, socially, politically and institutionally stronger European Union will also
contribute to the stability and growth of the international economy, Ministers thus
welcomed the EU’s commitment to create a “stronger Europe” through strengthening the
common policies of the European Union.

Ministers took note of the political developments in countries of North Africa and the
Middle East. At the same time they expressed concerns over the multiple problems facing
the region with particular attention to human suffering. Ministers also underlined respect
for the courage of those people with desire for peace and stability who struggle for
freedom, dignity and democracy aiming at improving conditions of human rights in their
societies as well as better economic opportunities and political perspectives. Ministers
stressed their support for the people of the countries in the region to find suitable political
system and an appropriate way for development. Ministers encouraged the approaches on
establishing a partnership for democracy and shared prosperity. Minister supported the
EU's efforts to cooperate with the Union's Southern Neighbourhood on migration by
establishing a partnership for democracy and shared prosperity.
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75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

Ministers agreed that stability of the Western Balkans region is an indispensable element of
European peace and security. They welcomed and encouraged further steps towards a
lasting reconciliation between nations of the Western Balkans, stressing that enhanced
regional co-operation and good-neighbourly relations are vital for the consolidation of
regional stability. Referring to the start of the Belgrade Pristina dialogue, welcomed in the
UN General Assembly Resolution 64/298 as a factor for peace, security and stability in the
region, Ministers emphasized the importance of moving the process ahead.

The EU Ministers underlined that a clear EU perspective for the countries of the Western
Balkans serves as a strong incentive for their efforts to finalize democratic reform
processes and consolidate the rule of law.

Ministers confirmed the need for Iran to fully comply with its international obligations
concerning its nuclear programme, under the relevant UN Security Council Resolutions
and IAEA Board of Governor’s requirements and to cooperate fully with the IAEA. While
recognizing Iran’s legitimate rights to peaceful nuclear energy in accordance with the NPT,
Ministers recalled that this right also comes with obligations that all States party to the
NPT, including Iran, have to respect. Ministers reiterated their support for a comprehensive
negotiated solution to restore international confidence in the exclusively peaceful character
of the Iranian nuclear programme. They welcomed the continued commitment to resume
talks with Iran demonstrated by the EU3+3 (France, Germany, the United Kingdom, China,
Russia and the United States) supported by the European Union.

Ministers shared the view that the peace and stability of the Korean Peninsula is of utmost
importance in Northeast Asia. They reaffirmed support for the diplomatic efforts made
within the Six-Party Talks, aiming at comprehensively achieving the goals envisioned in
the 2005 Joint Statement. Ministers expressed their concern about the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea’s nuclear programs, particularly its claimed uranium enrichment
program. In this context, Ministers emphasized the importance of full implementation of all
relevant UNSC Resolutions, under which these nuclear weapons and existing nuclear
programs shall be abandoned in a complete, verifiable and irreversible manner. Ministers
underlined the essential significance of sincere and constructive inter-Korean dialogue and
stressed the importance of concrete actions to create an environment conducive to the
resumption of Six-Party Talks. They also emphasized the importance of addressing the
humanitarian concerns of the international community.

Ministers exchanged views on the historic developments unfolding in the Arab world. They
were of the view that these fundamental changes reflect the will of the peoples concerned
to live in societies where freedom and rule of law prevail. Leadership for these changes
must come from within countries. The international community however have an important
role to play in supporting those that want to put the building blocks for more free, open,
prosperous and tolerant societies in place. The role of international community should be
positive and constructive, and the uniqueness and national conditions should be fully
considered.

Ministers were increasingly concerned about the situation in Yemen and the crisis which
has shaken the country for too long. They condemned the use of violence in response to
peaceful protest throughout Yemen. They commended the efforts of the Gulf Cooperation
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Council and appreciated the constructive response from the opposition. They remained
supportive of an inclusive process that should bring about political and social reform in
Yemen and lead to a peaceful and orderly transition.

81. Ministers expressed their concern at the development in Syria. Ministers called on the
Syrian leadership to cease using force when facing non-violent civilian protests and to
speed up the implementation of the declared economic and social reforms for the benefit of
the Syrian people. They also affirm the necessity of national dialog with broad participation
and active contribution to it as the only means to ensure better understanding among the
authorities and the protestors in their search for a legal and democratic transition towards
more free, open and prosperous society. In this regard Ministers took note of the Resolution
of the Human Rights Council (HRC) on 25 April, 2011, with the understanding that this
resolution is going to be implemented.

82. With regard to the situation in Libya in application of UN Security Council Resolutions
1970 and 1973, the implementation must be strictly observed as a priority for the
international community. Ministers demanded the immediate establishment of a verifiable
ceasefire of all parties and a complete end to violence and all attacks against and abuses of
civilians in line with UNSCR 1973 in Libya. Ministers stress the need to hold to account
those responsible for attacks on civilians. Ministers stressed that the international
community must support the major role of the UN in its efforts to find a political settlement
to the current crisis and noted the efforts of the International Criminal Court. Any
settlement must reflect the will of the Libyan people. Libya’s independence, sovereignty
and territorial integrity must be preserved and the democratic aspirations of the Libyan
population should be fulfilled.

83. Ministers are convinced that the Middle East Peace Process must not become a casualty of
uncertainty in the context of dramatic changes in the region. Efforts must be redoubled to
move the Peace Process forward and to continue to work for a solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict and restoration of the legal rights of Palestinian people. Meaningful
progress is needed towards a two state solution along 1967 borders with agreed land swaps,
as the only way to meet the national aspirations of Israelis and Palestinians, leading to a safe
and secure State of Israel and a sovereign, independent, democratic, viable and contiguous
State of Palestine living in peace and security alongside each other and with their other
neighbours in the region. A way must be found to overcome the current stalemate and
establish substantial negotiations between the parties. In this regard, Ministers expressed
their strong support for the vision of Israeli-Palestinian peace outlined by President Obama
of the United States of America on May 19" 2011. Ministers call on the Quartet to
meaningfully contribute to the resumption and success of direct peace talks, to enable and
assist Israeli and Palestinian parties to achieve a momentum on the road to a sustainable
peace in the region. The Quartet should be reconvened as soon as possible to issue clear
parameters covering borders, security, Jerusalem, and the refugee question, as the basis for
resumed negotiations. Ministers welcomed the agreement signed in Cairo on 3 May 2011 on
Palestinian Reconciliation and urged the authorities to uphold the principle of non-violence
and remain committed to achieving a two-state solution and to a negotiated peaceful
settlement of the Israeli Palestinian conflict accepting previous agreements and obligations,
including Israel’s legitimate right to exist.
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85.
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89.

90.

Ministers welcomed the power sharing agreement and the formation of a government in
Iraq which they hope will be able to take decisive steps towards national reconciliation and
deal with challenges confronting the country. They stressed that the international
community must continue to provide substantial support to Iraq in its transition to a
democratic, secure and prosperous future.

Ministers stressed the need for continued support of the international community to assist
the Government of Afghanistan in ensuring lasting stability and security in the country, to
strengthen governance, public administration structures at all levels, to improve human
rights, in particular women’s rights, and the rule of law as well as to encourage the
Government of Afghanistan to fight corruption drug trafficking, terrorism and extremism.

Ministers underlined the need to continue collective actions in addressing global issues and
the maintenance of international peace and security. They emphasized the importance of an
irreversible and successful transition to Afghan security lead under Afghan ownership as
well as collective support for promoting national reconciliation and reintegration as part of
an Afghan-led, inclusive and transparent political process that respects the red-lines agreed
at the London and Kabul Conferences on Afghanistan, and the respect of human rights and
Rule of Law principles. They welcomed the opportunity to address these issues and discuss
long-term engagement of the international community in support of Afghanistan at the
International Afghanistan Conference of Foreign Ministers to be held in Bonn on the 5th of
December 2011.

Ministers strongly condemned violent and terrorist activities by the Al-Qaida, the Taliban,
other violent, extremist terrorist, illegal armed groups, criminals and those involved in the
production, trafficking or trade of illicit drugs. Bin Laden’s death presents a strategic
opportunity for the Taliban and other extremist groups to make a decisive break from the
past; lay down their arms; and to participate in a peaceful political process. Ministers
underlined the importance of improved co-operation between Pakistan and Afghanistan to
achieve stability on both sides of the border.

Ministers highlighted their support for strengthening Afghanistan’s stability and
reconstruction in order to assure sustainable and long-term development. Ministers also
recognized that no development is possible without sustainable institution-building that
guarantees its citizens at least a basic level of security, governance, a functioning
administration, justice and essential public services. In line with the relevant international
principles based on mutual accountability, such as the importance of aid effectiveness, they
urged partners to work in close cooperation with all donors to help establish stability in
Afghanistan based on human rights and the rule of law.

Neighbouring countries expressed their determination to enhance their co-operation in
regional challenges, in particular in the areas of combating terrorism, drug trafficking,
illegal migration and to further strengthen their economic ties with Afghanistan.

Ministers exchanged views on recent developments in Myanmar. Ministers underlined the
potentially important role of the new Government and new institutional structures in
Myanmar for peaceful democratic change, greater pluralism and economic progress.
However they noted that the elections held on 7" November 2010 had raised a number of
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91.

92.

93.

94.

95.

specific concerns. They expressed the hope that the new Government would take the
necessary measures to create a constitutional, civilian system of Governance.

They supported the continuation of the good offices mission of the UNSG and called upon
Myanmar to engage and cooperate more closely with the UN and International Community.
They stressed the need for the Government of Myanmar to engage in dialogue with all
parties concerned in an inclusive national reconciliation process. They also touched upon
the issue of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. The timely release of all those remaining under
detention would contribute significantly to this process. They stated their readiness to
remain constructively engaged in achieving the aims of national reconciliation and of
improving the economic and social conditions of the people of Myanmar. Their reiterated
their commitment to the sovereign and territorial integrity of Myanmar and their view that
the future of Myanmar lies in the hands of its people.

ASEM COOPERATION

Ministers expressed their appreciation that the success of the ASEM process is clearly seen
from the fact of its popularity proven by the rapidly increasing number of its participants
and the further interest expressed by other countries in joining ASEM. It must be assured
that with the enlargement of ASEM the effectiveness and efficiency of the forum is
increased and the bipolar (Europe-Asia) model of inter-regional cooperation is retained as it
is set in AECF 2000.

Ministers approved the report of the ASEM Senior Officials concerning the enlargement of
ASEM attached herein, and tasked them accordingly as mandated by FMM 9.

Ministers also adopted the non-paper of ASEM Working Methods attached herein, and
asked Senior Officials to act accordingly.

Ministers reaffirmed people-to-people contacts also constitute a very important part of
Asia-Europe partnership. They stressed that they have to make further substantial efforts to
bring ASEM closer to our citizens and civil society and to reach out to peoples of Asia and
Europe by funding programs in this area. In this respect, the Asia-Europe Foundation
(ASEF), as the only permanent institution of the ASEM process, plays a key role. ASEF is
a crucial partner to involve and support people-to-people, intellectual and cultural
dialogues but also might represent an opportunity to reflect civil society position on the
other two pillars of the ASEM process, namely the political and the economical ones.
Therefore, ensuring the financial sustainability of ASEF is more than ever a fundamental
political obligation of ASEM partners. Ministers called on ASEM members to ensure,
through the regularity of their contributions, that the long-term financial sustainability of
ASEF’s programs would be assured. They invited the new ASEM members to also make
their contributions and encouraged their active participation in ASEF activities. Ministers
welcomed the announcement by India at the Vilnius ASEF Board of Governors meeting in
May 2011 that it is increasing its contribution to ASEF by 20% as well as the offer to host
the next ASEF Board of Governors meeting in 2012. No efforts should be spared to
enhance the visibility of partnership and the transparency of the ASEM process.

Ministers emphasized the essential role of education and training in the capability of
facing global and local non-traditional security challenges. They welcomed the expansion
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of higher education cooperation in the field of mobility, quality assurance, common
standards and human resource development. They welcomed the results of the ASEM
Technical and Vocational Education Symposium held on 11-12 January 2011 in Qingdao,
China focusing on the improvement of attractiveness and employability of technical and
vocational education training in the current global economic situation. They also
applauded the Third ASEM Educational Ministerial meeting in May 2011 in Denmark
with focus on innovation, entrepreneurship, mathematical literacy and natural sciences,
where the discussions were focused on quality assurance and recognition, engaging
business and industry in education, balanced mobility, and lifelong learning including
vocational education and training. They strongly supported the ASEMUNDUS initiative,
the ASEM DUO Fellowship Program and the work of the ASEM Education Secretariat as
well as of the ASEM Education Hub.

96. Ministers reaffirmed that joint science and technology initiatives play a central role in
achieving tangible advances in the face of common challenges. They welcomed the
planned EU - Southeast-Asia Year of Science 2012 with the objectives to promote S&T
cooperation, to give more visibility to it and to underpin the political dialogue with R&D
actions.

Preparations of the ASEM 9 in Laos in 2012

97. Lao PDR briefed the meeting on its preparation of the ASEM 9 Summit to be held in
Vientiane in November 2012. Ministers expressed appreciation and encouraged ASEM
partners to support Lao PDR efforts for successful arrangements and hosting the ASEM 9.

Future of ASEM-Cooperation, New Initiatives and Future Meetings

98. Ministers took note of the numerous ongoing ASEM-initiatives and cooperation reflecting
the broad and dynamic Asia-Europe partnership and cooperation.

99. Ministers welcomed India’s offer to host the 11" ASEM Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in
2013.

Annex I: ASEM Senior Officials’ report to the FMM10 on the enlargement of ASEM

Annex Il: Non-paper on ASEM Working Methods

Annex I1I: ASEM Initiatives 2011-2012

Annex 1V: Follow-up to ASEM 8 - ASEM Activities Matrix Work

Annex V: Report of the informal ASEM Senior Officials” Meeting on Trade and Investment
(SOMTI) Brussels, 15-16 February 2011
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ASEM Senior Officials’ report to the FMM10 on the enlargement of ASEM

(Adopted by the SOM, Budapest, 5" June 2011)

1. ASEM Senior Officials recall that they were mandated, by the
Foreign Ministers at FMM 9, to work out modalities to enable
Australia and Russia to formally join ASEM at the ASEM 8, as well
as to discuss and propose criteria, principles, and procedures
regarding the future enlargement of ASEM, as written in the FMM
9 Chairman’s Statement paragraph 291.

2. ASEM Senior Officials have examined both issues, and they have
the honour to report to the Foreign Ministers of the ASEM at the
FMM 10 on the progress of the discussion since the FMMO9.

Participation of Australia, New Zealand and Russia

3. With regard to the participation of Australia and Russia, ASEM
Senior Officials agreed to use the so-called “temporary third
category arrangement”, with which they fulfilled the mandate to
enable these two countries to formally join ASEM at the ASEM 8.
Thanks to the practical and flexible approach of all ASEM partners,
the same solution was extended to New Zealand, thus making its
ASEM accession possible. ASEM Senior Officials firmly believe
that, with their participation, ASEM dialogue and cooperation will
be further enriched.

1 [FMM9 Chairman’s Statement Para. 29]” Ministers welcomed the applications of Australia and Russia to
ASEM and mandated Senior Officials to work out modalities to enable both countries to formally join ASEM
at the ASEM 8 Summit in Brussels in 2010. In light of growing interest from other countries to join ASEM,
Ministers also mandated Senior Officials to discuss and propose criteria, principles, and procedures, on the

basis of the Asia-Europe Cooperation Framework of 2000 regarding the future enlargement of ASEM.”



4. ASEM Senior Officials are of the view that the implementation and
application of the “temporary third category arrangement”, which
was carried out in response to the application of Australia, New
Zealand and Russia, was useful and effective in facilitating the
accession of the three countries.

5. ASEM Senior Officials saw as important for new ASEM members
to participate fully in the ASEM process, and welcomed measures
to support new members’ participation in the summit.

- Representatives of Australia, New Zealand and Russia were
invited to attend plenary SOM meetings and other ASEM
activities as guests of the chair.

- Belgium, as the host country of ASEM 8, arranged briefing for the
three countries’ representatives on the outcome of Coordinators’
Meeting.

6. In light of the fact that Australia, New Zealand and Russia joined
ASEM as full members, ASEM Senior Officials deem it necessary
to determine the status of members of the temporary third
category in relation to the regional groups.

7. Senior Officials will develop proposals for consideration with a
view to a final decision on regional group membership of the
temporary third category member countries being taken by the
next ASEM Summit in 2012 in Laos. Pending a determination on
this issue, they also recommend that Ministers provide the
temporary third category with a right to appoint a temporary
representative in order to take part in meetings of ASEM
coordinators on an equal footing with coordinators from the Asian
and the European regional groups. They also confirmed that as all
other members of ASEM, Australia, Russia and New Zealand are
entitled to fully participate in ASEM activities, including chairing
and hosting events (Summits, ministerials, SOM) and are
encouraged to actively plan and host ASEM initiatives according
to ASEM practice.



Future enlargement of ASEM

. With regard to the criteria, principles, and procedures regarding
the future enlargement of ASEM, ASEM Senior Officials noted the
applications of Bangladesh, Norway and Switzerland to ASEM.
While Senior Officials reaffirmed that the principles and
procedure described in AECF 2000 remain the reference for
application for ASEM membership and for the examination of
potential candidates, they decided to continue the discussion on
these issues with a view to a decision being taken by the next
ASEM Summit in 2012 in Laos.

. Formation of open-ended Working Group

In order to facilitate the process of fulfilling the tasks described in
paragraph 7 and 8, an open-ended Working Group will be formed
and convened at the invitation of SOM Chair. The open-ended
Working Group will develop proposals for resolving these issues
to be discussed and finalized by the SOM.



Asia-Europe Meeting

NON-PAPER ON ASEM WORKING METHODS

1. Background :

The Eighth ASEM Summit held in Brussels on October 4 and 5, 2010, in §84 of the
Chair Statement, “tasked Senior Officials to come up with relevant and practical
proposals with a view to providing the kind of light, cost-effective technical support that
would enhance the efficiency, coherence, continuity and visibility of the work of ASEM”.

2. Starting consideration :

ASEM is a member driven framework for dialogue and cooperation. Comprising 48
members now, it operates with the help of only a light coordination mechanism and with
limited efficiency. The purpose in setting up technical support is to help the cooperation
move forward, or, in the words of the Chair Statement of the Eighth ASEM Summit, to
enhance the efficiency, the coherence, the continuity and the visibility of the work of
ASEM as a whole.

At the same time, two ASEM members (the ASEM member preparing to host the
upcoming two-yearly Summit meeting as well as the ASEM member preparing to host
the upcoming two-yearly Meeting of the Foreign Ministers) appear as frontline
stakeholders in the smooth running of the cooperation within ASEM. They are called to
become increasingly proactive in ensuring that ASEM would tend towards new and
tangible results. ASEM Leaders underscored this when they decided at the Eighth ASEM
Summit that: “the host of an upcoming ASEM Summit should henceforth be part of the
coordination mechanism from summit to summit”.

At their meeting in Brussels on December 2, 2010, ASEM coordinators agreed therefore
that there existed a natural connection between the setting up of technical support for the
benefit of the whole of the ASEM community and the particular and rising role of the
upcoming hosts of ASEM Summits and of ASEM Foreign Ministers Meetings. There
also was agreement that sectoral meetings and intersessional work between Summits and
FMMs should benefit from the setting up of technical support to enhance the efficiency,
coherence and visibility of the work of ASEM.

The ideas developed in this paper draw on this. Upcoming hosts of ASEM’s main
gatherings are probably best placed to take on responsibilities in regard of the
establishment and the running of the kind of technical support envisaged by ASEM
Leaders.

At the Hungary SOM on April 19, 2011, ASEM Senior Officials discussed this issue, and
concluded that, in addition to the hosts of Summit and Foreign Ministers Meeting, other
ASEM members such as the Coordinators, other interested members (including ASEAN
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Secretariat) and the Asia-Europe Foundation could contribute to the work of the
technical support. It was further suggested that the experience of the ASEM 8
Coordination team (TASC) set up and used by the European Commission/European
External Action Service since January 2010 could substantially contribute to the work of
technical support.

3. A support unit — concretely

The following aspects of setting up a technical support unit were considered:
3.1. Functions to be fulfilled :

The first question to be addressed is: “what exactly would the suggested technical support
be needed for?”. An indicative list of functions is as follows:

- Keeping up-to-date a calendar of events with relevant practical information;
collection, distribution & archiving of relevant documentation relating to past and
future events & meetings;

- New ASEM initiatives other than activities : compiling of information, agenda,
circulation of information;

- Manual of good practices on the organization of ASEM meetings, events and
initiatives (compiling, keeping up-to-date & ensuring availability to event hosts,
ministries, etc.);

- Intranet reserved for ASEM members : a dynamic real time communication tool
(organization, maintenance, keeping up-to-date);

- Website accessible to the wider public : with real time information (organization,
maintenance, regular updating);

- List of ASEM Senior Officials (keeping up-to-date, ensuring availability &
circulation);

- List of ASEM Contact Points (keeping up-to-date, ensuring availability &
circulation);

- Archiving approved documents (compiling & maintaining);

- Attendance of main ASEM meetings (Summits, Foreign Ministers’ Meetings, Senior
Officials’ Meetings, Coordinators’ Meetings and other important sectoral meetings)
and providing support for proper proceedings, receiving instructions from the Senior
Officials.

- ASEM logos and templates (guarding of policy and ensuring availability);

- Visibility Toolkit (management, updating, ensuring availability to event hosts,
ministries, etc.);
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- Implementation of ASEM workplan (collection of information for consideration by
ASEM Senior Officials);

- Issue-Based Leadership (compiling of information, agenda, circulation of
information);

- Press monitoring system for ASEM events (compiling, keeping up-to-date &
circulation on intranet).

All ASEM partners are encouraged to provide the support unit on a timely basis with up-
to-date information on relevant items, including for example documentation relating to
ASEM events, the calendar of events, and the list of Senior Officials and Contact Points.

3.2. Name:

The technical support unit could appropriately be identified as “ASEM Chairman Support
Group” (ACSG).

3.3. Direction :

In the search of a suitable person to provide direction to ACSG, consideration should be
given to the leading role of the ASEM member preparing to host the upcoming two-
yearly Summit meeting. The ASEM Senior Official of that ASEM member would seek
advice and approval from ASEM SOM to provide direction in case of major issues of
concern to ASEM members.

Precise terms of reference, organization and responsibilities of the ACSG should be
elaborated by the ASEM Coordinators on the basis of transparent, comprehensive and
thorough consultation among all ASEM members and submitted to ASEM Senior
Officials for approval. The work and the terms of reference will be reviewed by ASEM
Senior Officials every two years before each ASEM Summit.

3.4. Staffing and financing :

The nature of the staff required would be professional administrative personnel. The
number needed would be minimum 4 and maximum 6 for the time being. Staffing could
be based on the experience of the ASEM 8 Coordination team (TASC) set up and used by
the European Commission/European External Action Service since January 2010. The
actual number of administrators would depend on the voluntary staff contribution of
ASEM partners.

The staff would be made available - “assigned” - by ASEM members from their existing,

residential, administrative resources. They would not be expatriated. They would
operate from their home country. In essence, they would make extensive use of
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information technologies in order to fulfill the requested tasks. In this way, issues of
location and of ‘international’ status are avoided.

ACSG would be staffed and financed by ASEM partners on a voluntary basis. The SOM
approves its composition. The staff should be complemented by the Host of the Summit
and the Host of the FMM.

All the expenses related to the assignment of administrators including travel expenses,
when necessary, shall be covered by the appointing ASEM member.

3.5. Host server and computer services :

The setting up of an intranet for use by ASEM members and of a website addressing the
needs of the wider public would require server space, computer services and
maintenance. This implies that there would be some start up costs. Running costs, on the
other hand, would stay rather modest as ACSG would be expected to manage the intranet
and the website itself. Due consideration would be given where would be the most
feasible location and the most favorable environment to keep the server space and
minimal maintenance services among various options including Asia-Europe Foundation,
in view of the existing management of the ASEM Infoboard by and at ASEF.

Final version 4



ASEM INITIATIVES 2011/2012

ASEM Symposium on Sustainable Forest

Management to Address Climate Change Lin’an, Zhejiang, China 28-30 June
ASEM Follow-up Seminar on Regional
Quality Assurance Bonn, Germany 5-6 July 2011

1% Preparatory Senior Officials’ Meeting
for the 5™ ASEM Cultural Ministers’
Meeting

Lombok, Indonesia

12-14 July 2011

10™ Conference of the Director-Generals
of Immigration on Management of
Migratory Flows between Asia and
Europe

Ulan-Bator, Mongolia

5-7 September 2011

ASEM Seminar on Harmonisation of Bio
fuels Standards and Application to
Vehicle Technologies

Manila, Philippines

12-13 September 2011

ASEM/ASEF Meeting: The Role of
Space-based Information for Disaster
Preparedness and Recovery in East and
Southeast Asia: Lessons to Learn from
the Recent Disasters (tbc)

Singapore

29-30 September2011

7th ASEM Interfaith Dialogue:
“Harnessing the benefits and addressing
the challenges of migration through
interfaith and intercultural dialogue”

Manila, Philippines

13-14 October 2011

2" ASEM Transport Ministers’ Meeting
and the Transport Development Forum

Chengdu, China

24-25 October 2011

Conference on Enhancement of Balanced
Mobility between Asia an Europe

Bangkok, Thailand

November 2011

2nd ASEM University Business Forum

Bonn, Germany

10-11 November 2011

ASEM Forum on Trade and Investment
in Marine Fisheries

Korea

16-18 November 2011

11" Informal ASEM Seminar on Human
Rights: “National and Regional Human
Rights Mechanisms”

Prague, Czech Republic

23-25 November 2011



http://www.aseminfoboard.org/Calendar/event.phtml?cal=3&id=363
http://www.aseminfoboard.org/Calendar/event.phtml?cal=3&id=363
http://www.aseminfoboard.org/Calendar/event.phtml?cal=4&id=361

9" ASEM Customs Director-
General/Commissioners’ Meeting

Thailand

Autumn 2011

ASEM Education Seminar on Quality

Enhancement in Higher Education Brussels, Belgium 2011
gg\i’;ﬂp\)’rvnaetnetrgeeﬁtor‘érces Research and Hunan, China 23 August 2011
ASEM SMEs Eco-Innovation Centre Korea since 25 February 2011
(ASEIC)
H rd

QﬁaESI;/)I—DUO Fellowship Programme (3 Korea 2011
ASEM Green Growth Forum Vietnam 3-4 October 2011
Counter-Terrorism Conference Indonesia 2011

4™ ASEM Environment Ministers’
Meeting on Sustainable Management of
Water and Forest

Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia

10-11 October 2011

TEIN Cooperation Centre

Korea

December 2011

Expert-Level Conference on Eurasian
Land Bridge

Islamabad, Pakistan

2011

INITIATIVES VENUES
ASEP Laos October 2012
AEPF Laos October 2012
AEBF Laos October 2012

ASEM 9 Summit

Vientiane, Laos

5-6 November 2012

ASEM Economic Ministers’ Meeting

Laos (thc)

2012

12" Informal ASEM Seminar on Human
Rights

Korea

2012




5" ASEM Culture Ministers’ Meeting Indonesia 2012
3rd ASEM Social Partners Forum thc 2012
4™ ASEM Labour and Employment Ministers’ Vietnam 2012
Conference

ASEF BOG India 2012
ASEM FMM 11 India 2013

Budapest, 7" June 2011
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ASEM FMM 10 - Hungary 2011

Follow-up to ASEM 8
ASEM Activities Matrix

Chair Statement Key Excerpts

Location & date

ASEF Activities in
support of ASEM*

13

Trade & Investment

[Leaders] tasked Senior Officials for Trade and Investment to convene an informal
meeting at an early opportunity and to identify the scope and range of possible
new activities. Using the experience of ASEM partners in promoting sustainable
development, these should constitute a comprehensive dialogue with a view to
identifying and examining trade and investment barriers as well as market
distorting mechanisms that hamper the deployment of new environmentally
friendly, resource efficient and clean products and technologies. The dialogue
should furthermore focus on possible new incentives with a similar positive effect
on the advancement of sustainable development, just as ASEM governments face
pressing issues of regulation and public policy

e Belgium: Informal Meeting of
the Senior Officials for Trade &
Investment (Brussels, 12-13
February 2011)

¢ India; Under the umbrella of ASEM,
the Reserve Bank of India and the
European Commission organised
the conference “Investment and its
Financing: What causes private
investment to remain relatively low
in Asia?” The conference took
place in Mumbai on 16-17
December 2010.

e The Philippines: ASEM Seminar on

Human Rights & Governance, Intercommunal Dialogue.

! ASEF’s thematic areas of work are: Environment & Sustainable Development, Economy & Society, Public Health, Arts & Culture, Education & Academic Co-operation,




Harmonization of Biofuels
Standards and Application to
Vehicle Technologies (Manila, 12-13
September 2011)

14

Customs

Leaders took note of the constructive, ongoing activities under the Trade
Facilitation Action Plan and Investment Promotion Action Plan and of the
dialogue on Intellectual Property Rights. They welcomed in particular the work
achieved under the direction of the ASEM Customs Director-Generals and
stressed the desirability of

¢ Thailand: 9t ASEM Customs
DirectorsGeneral/Commissioners’
meeting (Autumn 2011)

15

Integration of Financial Markets

[Leaders] stressed that the financial markets of Asia and Europe could be more
integrated and that considerable scope existed for expanding the offer of services
to potential traders and investors operating in the two regions

Economic cooperation

¢ Laos will be considering the
possibility of hosting the next
ASEM Economic MM

16

Transportation

[Leaders] agreed on the desirability of cooperation to fill in missing links and
eliminate bottlenecks, justifying the establishment of an action plan that would
also pursue the objective of sustainable development. The accession of the
Russian Federation offers in this regard new and important perspectives. Leaders
thanked the People’ Republic of China for offering to host the Second
Transportation Ministers meeting in 2011.

e China: 2nd Transportation
Ministers’ meeting (Chengdu, 24-26
October 2011)

e Pakistan: Expert-Level Conference
on Eurasian Land Bridge
(Islamabad, 2010/2011)

17

Information & Communication Technologies

[Leaders] called for increased research and development cooperation, for
technical assistance, for transfers of

technology and of know how, especially to developing countries, so as to help
bridge the digital divide among

ASEM partnersASEM partners

¢ Belgium: 2nd ASEM ICT Senior
Officials’ Meeting (Brussels,
November-December 2010)

19

Food

[Leaders] specifically encouraged infrastructure development, responsible

¢ Thailand: ASEM Food Security
Conference (Chiang May, 9-11 May




investments and intensified scientific research with a view to increasing
sustainable agricultural production and fostering rural development [...]

Leaders stressed the need for well-functioning global and domestic agricultural
markets [and] called on all

partners to phase out export subsidies, including through the WTO Doha-Round
negotiations, and to improve

market access while also jointly addressing food supply and income enhancement
issues as well as environmental

2011)

22

Decent Work
[Leaders] agreed to promote decent work by spurring job creation and labor
participation.

24

Migration

Recognizing the link between development and migration, [leaders] called for the
sharing of best practices and the exploration of comprehensive approaches with a
view to developing shared benefits of legal migration among ASEM partners and
effectively addressing irregular migration, including enhanced return policies.

e .Harnessing the

¢ Belgium: 9n ASEM Conference of

Directors-General of Immigration
on Management of Migratory

Flows between Asia & Europe
(Terhulpen, 21-23 November 2010)
benefits and
addressing the challenges of
migration through interfaith and
intercultural dialogue” — theme of
the 7th ASEM Interfaith Dialogue

(Philippines, Manila, 13-14
October 2011)
10th ASEM  Conference of

Directors-General of Immigration
on Management of Migratory
Flows between Asia and Europe
(Ulaanbaatar, 5-7 September
2011)

25

Social Dialogue

Leaders stressed that effective dialogue between social partners should be
encouraged in order to promote mutual understanding on issues of productivity,
working conditions, remuneration and economic change




26

Corporate Social Responsibility

Leaders supported the promotion and implementation of corporate social
responsibility through national and international instruments and voluntary
initiatives

27

Social Security Systems

Leaders also noted with interest the gradual development of a global Social
Protection Floor, one of the nine joint initiatives of the UN Chief Executives Board
for Coordination [...] Leaders called for further sharing of experiences and for
technical assistance in implementing social welfare policies

¢ Vietnam: ASEM Forum on Social
Safety Nets for All ( Hanoi,18-19
April 2011)

28

Importance of Education

Leaders stressed that the inclusiveness of labor markets crucially depends on
education, job training and skill

development strategies, including vocational training.

¢ China: ASEM Symposium on
Technical and Vocational
Education (Qingdao, 11-12 January
2011)

ASEF activities under
the theme ’Education
& Academic Co-
operation’

29

Child Labor
[Leaders] agreed to enhance efforts for the effective abolition of child labor, to
share experiences and to provide, where possible, technical assistance with a
view to supporting and strengthening education services which prepare for the
labor market.

31

Leaders instructed their Ministers of Labor, meeting in Leiden, the Netherlands, in
December 2010, to further develop common strategies on these issues and to
implement them [.]

¢ The Netherlands: 3rd¢ ASEM Labor
Ministers’ meeting (Leiden, 12-14
December 2010)

32

Climate Change

[Leaders] shared the goal of reaching urgently a fair, effective and comprehensive
legally binding outcome under the mandate of the Bali Roadmap agreed in 2007,
noting that the first commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol ends in 2012.
[Leaders] agreed that the UNFCCC and Kyoto Protocol Conferences of Parties in
Cancun, taking into account the work done so far, should concretely address the
remaining gaps on all major issues.

ASEF activities under
the theme
"Environment &
Sustainable
Development’, in
particular the Asia-
Europe Environment
Forum (ENVForum)

34

Fast-start Financing & Transparent Reporting
Leaders welcomed the commitments of the EU partners, Japan, Australia and
New Zealand to provide fast-start financing with new and additional resources

¢ UNFCCC Conference (Cancun, 29
December — 10 December 2010)




over the 2010-2012 period and to transparent reporting at the UNFCCC
Conference in Cancun.

34

Meaningful Mitigation

They called on developed countries to follow up, in the context of meaningful
mitigation actions and of

transparency in implementation of these actions, on their commitment to the
goal of mobilizing jointly 100 billion US dollars per year by 2020 in order to
address the needs of developing countries.

o UNFCCC Process

35

Climate Change

Leaders stressed that energy efficiency and increased use of renewable energy
across all sectors of the economy are major contributions to addressing climate
change while at the same time fostering security in energy supplies.

[Leaders] called for making full use of international cooperation, in accordance
with the relevant provisions of the UNFCCC [.]

Reference to point 32

36

Energy Security

The global nature of these challenges and the growing interdependence between
producing, consuming and

transit countries would require strengthened dialogue and partnership involving
ASEM partners and other stakeholders.

37

Forest & Water

Leaders stressed the importance of sustainable forest and water resources
management and the need to

cooperate by exchanging scientific research and by pooling experiences and best
practices. [Leaders] requested their Ministers to conduct a concrete and result-
oriented dialogue on these issues in the early part of 2011.

¢ Mongolia: ASEM Environment
Ministers Meeting on Sustainable
Management of Water and
Forest (Ulaanbaatar, 10-11 October
2011)

¢ China: ASEM Symposium on
Sustainable Forest Management to
Address Climate Change (Lin’an, 28-
30 June 2011)

¢ China: Establishment of an ASEM
Water Resources Research &
Development Centre (2011)

Reference to point 32

38

Biodiversity

e Japan: 10w meeting of the

Reference to point 32




[Leaders] urged the 10th meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the
Convention on Biological Diversity to be held in Nagoya on 18-29 October 2010,
to reach agreement on an international regime on access to and sharing of
benefits of genetic resources, achieving the third and essential objective of the
Convention.

Conference of Parties to the
Convention on Biological Diversity
(Nagoya, 18-29 October 2010)

40

Green Economy/Green Growth

Leaders noted the rising interest among ASEM partners for developing carbon
markets and hence, supported the objective of scaling up finance and investment
through the development of the international carbon market.

40

Green Economy/Green Growth

Leaders committed to intensify ASEM cooperation in raising awareness, in
exchanging information and best

practices, in training experts in resource efficiency and in making technologies
and know how more widely

available.

® ROK: Global Green Growth Institute
(2010)

o ROK: ASEM SMEs Eco Innovation
Center (ASEIC) (2011)

¢ Vietnam: ASEM Green Growth
Forum ( Hanoi, 3-9 October 2011)

42

Further Development Cooperation
[Leaders] tasked Senior Officials with the establishment of partnership programs
with clear objectives, spurring peer learning and stimulating networking [.]

« SOM (2011)

42

Further Development Cooperation

[Leaders] supported the use of triangular forms of cooperation that combine
resources and expertise from donor and recipient countries [..] [Leaders]
supported taking recourse to creative financing modalities, including the blending
of grants and loans [...]

45

Piracy at Sea

Leaders stressed the importance of effectively prosecuting suspected pirates, and
to this effect, of ensuring that evidence on pirates’ attacks and on their identity
be collected. [...JLeaders further called for increasing the sharing of intelligence
among ASEM partners with a view to tracking down and interdict the financial
means which fund piracy operations.

49

Long-term approach against piracy at sea




Leaders were however of the view that a long-term approach is also required and
should consist of multifaceted actions, including local and regional capacity
building. Major resolve must further be shown in addressing the root

50

Terrorism

Leaders decided that ASEM should continue to disseminate best practices in
support of the implementation of the UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy
through annual ASEM Conferences.

e Counter-Terrorism
Conference (Indonesia, 2011)

o1

Human Trafficking

[Leaders] expressed particular resolve in combating people smuggling and
trafficking in persons. [Leaders acknowledged the importance of consistent
regional approaches in deterring irregular migration.

53

Disaster ReliefLeaders stressed [...] the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015
[and] called for accelerated implementation of the measures defined therein.

e ,, The role of Space-based
Information for Disaster
Preparedness and Recovery in East
and South-East Asia: Lessons to
learn from the recent disasters in
Japan” — ASEM/ASEF meeting in
Singapore (29-30 September
2011)

54

Human Security

Leaders stressed the need to continue to discuss issues relating to human security
at the UN General Assembly and in appropriate fora in accordance with the 2005
World Summit Outcome and the relevant UN General Assembly Resolution.

55

Human Rights in the UN
[Leaders] expressed their wish to extend cooperation in fora such as the Human
Rights Council and the UN General Assembly Third Committee.

¢ Czech Republic: 11 Informal ASEM
Seminar on Human Rights (Prague,
23-25 November 2011)

¢ ROK: 12t Informal ASEM Seminar on
Human Rights (2012)

e ASEF activities under
the theme "Human
Rights & Governance’,
in particular Informal
ASEM Seminar on
Human Rights

56

Human Rights in ASEAN

[Leaders] agreed to strengthen mutual cooperation in promoting and protecting
human rights in line with AICHR’s purpose, and tasked their Senior Officials to
pursue this in the near future.

o Visit of AICHR delegation to
Brussels, Strasbourg and Vienna in
May 2011

Reference to point 55




57

Dialogue of Cultures & Civilizations

Leaders stressed the importance of encouraging dialogue among cultures and
civilizations and recalled the

importance of interfaith and intercultural dialogues to the maintenance of
international peace and security.

Ongoing ASEM initiatives constitute significant contributions to the enrichment of
Asian and European cultures and faiths and to the deepening of Asia-Europe
relations.

e Philippines: 7th ASEM Interfaith
Dialogue (Manila,13-14 October
2011)

e Activities organised
by ASEF; Calendar of

events: www.asef.org

58

Reform of the UN system
Leaders called upon all members to work in partnership in order to achieve a
more representative, more efficient and more effective UN Security Council.

¢ Hungary: 10t ASEM Foreign
Ministers’ meeting (Godollo, 6-7
June 2011)

60

Non Proliferation
Leaders urged all States Parties to the Treaty to implement the Action Plan
adopted at the 2010 Review Conference of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty.

¢ Hungary: 10t ASEM Foreign
Ministers’ meeting (Godollo, 6-7
June 2011)

61

Non Proliferation
Leaders in particular supported early adoption of the Additional Protocol to the
Comprehensive Safeguard Agreement.

¢ Hungary: 10t ASEM Foreign
Ministers’ meeting (Godollo, 6-7
June 2011)

62

Non Proliferation
Leaders recognized the importance of continuing the work under the auspices of
the IAEA on the development of multilateral approaches to the nuclear fuel cycle

[.]

¢ Hungary: 10t ASEM Foreign
Ministers’ meeting (Godollo, 6-7
June 2011)

64

Non Proliferation

Leaders also welcomed the recent conclusion of the New START Treaty between
the Russian Federation and the United States [...] [Leaders] called for its early
entry into force.

64

Non Proliferation

Leaders reaffirmed their strong support for the early entry into force of the
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban

Treaty (CTBT), warmly welcoming the renewed political momentum towards CTBT
ratification within some remaining Annex 2 states.

¢ Hungary: 10t ASEM Foreign
Ministers’ meeting (Godollo, 6-7
June 2011)

66

Regional Security Architectures
[Leaders] supported the widening of its role, stressing the desirability of
enhanced contacts and cooperation

e Hungary: 10t ASEM Foreign
Ministers’ meeting (Godollo, 6-7
June 2011)



http://www.asef.org/

through the existing dialogue partnerships between ASEAN and its partners [and]
[tlhey encouraged additional efforts to share experiences and lessons-learned.

67

Regional Security Architectures
Leaders welcomed the support for the cooperation processes taking place in each
other’s region and also, in this spirit, the European Union’s confirmed
commitment to accede to the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in South-East Asia
(TAC). To this effect, [leaders] agreed, to work for early entry into force of the
Third Protocol amending the TAC.

¢ Hungary: 10t ASEM Foreign
Ministers’ meeting (Godollo, 6-7
June 2011)

68

Iran

[Leaders] expressed their determination in pursuing the objective of reaching a
comprehensive negotiated

solution to restore international confidence in the exclusively peaceful nature of
Iran’s nuclear program, while

respecting Iran’s legitimate rights to the peaceful use of nuclear energy [and]
reaffirmed their commitment to fully implement UN Security Council Resolution
1929.

¢ Hungary: 10t ASEM Foreign
Ministers’ meeting (Godollo, 6-7
June 2011)

69

Afghanistan

[Leaders] reiterated the importance of continued international support for the
Afghan government's efforts to

achieve peace and stability for its people and to strengthen the governance of the
country, including the electoral process, in the context set out at the Kabul
Conference in July 2010 [..] Leaders emphasized that the international
community should pursue its assistance to Afghanistan and continue to provide
technical cooperation in areas such as governance and rule of law, healthcare,
agriculture, education and poverty reduction. Assistance should also be continued
for the suppression and control of narcotics by the implementation of a
comprehensive antinarcotics strategy, including exploring ways to eradicate
poppy-fields, cutting precursor deliveries and promoting alternative sustainable
livelihood development.

¢ Hungary: 10t ASEM Foreign
Ministers’ meeting (Godollo, 6-7
June 2011)

70

Middle East peace process
Leaders welcomed the readiness of a number of partners to contribute
substantially to post-conflict arrangements aimed at fostering enduring peace.

¢ Hungary: 10t ASEM Foreign
Ministers’ meeting (Godollo, 6-7
June 2011)

73

Myanmar

¢ Hungary: 10t ASEM Foreign
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[Leaders] stated their readiness to remain constructively engaged in achieving the
aims of national reconciliation and of improving the economic and social
conditions of the people of Myanmar.

Ministers’ meeting (Godollo, 6-7
June 2011)

74

Korean Pensinsula

[Leaders] emphasized the importance of the full implementation of all relevant
UN Security Council resolutions [and] emphasized the importance of addressing
the humanitarian concerns of the international community.

¢ Hungary: 10t ASEM Foreign
Ministers’ meeting (Godollo, 6-7
June 2011)

75

People-to-People contacts
Leaders encouraged further progress in the overarching goal of stimulating
further people-to-people contacts and interaction [.]

All activities
organised by ASEF;
Calendar of events:
www.asef.org

76

Parallel Events (ASEP, AEPF, AEBF)

Leaders took note of their recommendations and resolutions. [Leaders] expressed
their appreciation for the work achieved and tasked Senior Officials to take it into
consideration and where relevant, make suggestions for appropriate action.

e Laos: ASEP/AEPF/AEBF (October
2012

77

Education

[Leaders] strongly supported the establishment of the ASEM Education
Secretariat in Bonn, Germany, which will coordinate ASEM educational activities.
Leaders thanked Denmark for offering to host the Third ASEM Education
Ministerial Meeting in 2011.

¢ Denmark: ASEM Education Senior
Officials’ meeting (24-25 January
2011)
e Denmark: 3rdASEM Education
Ministerial Meeting (Copenhaguen,
9-10 May
2011)
¢ ROK: Extension of the ASEM DUO
Fellowship Program (Third Phase)

¢ ROK: 2nd ASEM Rectors’
Conference (Seoul, 25-28
October 2010)

o Cyprus: ASEM Conference on
Quality Assurance in Education
“Quality Assurance & Recognition:
Challenges & Prospects”
(December 2010)

¢ Belgium: Seminar on Quality

ASEF activities under
the theme ’Education
& Academic Co-
operation’, in
particular the
actitivities related to
the ASEM Education
Hub (AEH)
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Enhancement in Higher Education
(Brussels, 2011)

e Germany: ASEM Follow-up Seminar
on Regional Quality Assurance
(Bonn, 5-6 July 2011)

e Germany: 2nd ASEM
University Business Forum
(Bonn, 10-11 November 2011)

79

Trans-Eurasian Information Network

[Leaders] welcomed the planned launch of its 4th phase and the establishment of
a Cooperation Center hosted by the Republic of Korea with financial contributions
from participating ASEM partners.

¢ ROK: Trans Eurasian Network
Cooperation Centre TEIN* (2011)

80

Culture

[Leaders] encouraged intensification of work in these areas, involving
government and civil society at all levels. Leaders thanked Indonesia for offering
to host the Fifth ASEM Culture Ministers’ MeetinEg in 2012.

¢ Indonesia: 1st Preparatory SOM for
the 5th ASEM Culture Ministers’
Meeting (Lombok, 12-14 July 2011)

e Indonesia: 5t ASEM Culture
Ministers meeting (2012)

o Malaysia: Asia-Europe Seminar on
Conservation of Timber and Lime
Buildings (Kuala Lumpur, 5-8

March 2011)

e ASEF activities under

the theme ’Art and
Culture’, in particular
the actitivities related
to Culture360
(www.culture360.0rg)

82

Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF)

[Leaders] called on ASEM members to ensure, through the regularity of their
contributions [and] invited the new ASEM members to also make their
contributions and encouraged their active participation in ASEF activities.

All activities
organised by ASEF;
Calendar of events:
www.asef.org

83

Visibility of ASEM
[Leaders] commended Belgium for using ASEM’s logo as a basis for the ASEM 8
logo and invited future Summit hosts to adopt the same approach.

e SOM (Godollo, Hungary 19 April
2011)

e ASEM 9 (Vientiane, Laos 2012)

All activities
organised by ASEF;
Calendar of events:
www.asef.org; in
particular the ASEM
Infoboard website
www.aseminfoboard.

org,



http://www.asef.org/
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http://www.aseminfoboard.org/
http://www.aseminfoboard.org/
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84

Working Methods

Leaders agreed on the desirability of improving the working methods of an
enlarged ASEM. [Leaders] endorsed the Senior Officials’ recommendation that
the host of an upcoming ASEM summit should henceforth be part of the
coordination mechanism “from summit to summit”. [Leaders] further tasked
Senior Officials to come up with relevant and practical proposals with a view to
providing the kind of light, cost-effective technical support that would enhance
the efficiency, coherence, continuity and visibility of the work of ASEM. [Leaders]
also asked Senior Officials to seek improvements in the various existing
mechanisms of cooperation among ASEM partners. Senior Officials will forward
their recommendations to the ASEM Foreign Ministers for consideration at their
forthcoming meeting in 2011.

¢ SOM (Godollo, Hungary 19 April
2011)

¢ SOM (Budapest, Hungary 5 June
2011)

¢ Hungary: 10t ASEM Foreign
Ministers’ meeting (Godollo, 6-7
June 2011)

Enlargement

Discussion on ASEM enlargement, preparation of a draft report to the Foreign
Ministers.

Bangladesh submitted application for ASEM membership in October 2010
Norway and Switzerland submitted applications for ASEM membership in March
2011

e SOM (Godollo, Hungary, 19 April
2011)

¢ SOM (Budapest, Hungary 5 June
2011)

¢ Hungary: 10t ASEM Foreign
Ministers’ meeting (Godollo, 6-7
June 2011)

Budapest, 7th June 2011
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Asia-Europe Meeting

Designing the Way Ahead

Report of the Informal ASEM Senior Officials’ Meeting on Trade and Investment
Egmont Palace, Brussels, 15-16 February 2011

Upon the tasking of the ASEM Leaders, meeting @/ABEM 8 Summit in Brussels, and
at the invitation of Belgium and of the Europeam@aission, ASEM Senior Officials for
Trade and Investment (SOMTI) gathered informallyhea Egmont Palace in Brussels on
15-16 February 2011.

Pursuant to their mandate, they pursued the obgcii identifying the scope and range
of possible new activities designed to promoteanable development. They met on an
agenda which comprised the following items :

- liberalisation of trade in environmental goodsl @ervices
- technology cooperation

- incentives, government procurements and feedriffs

- carbon pricing/carbon market mechanisms

- fuel subsidies

- any other issue

At the outset, ASEM Senior Officials for Trade amgvestment emphasized the
importance of an early conclusion of the WTO Dolev&opment Agenda.

The discussions would suggest that further workhtnbge envisaged as follows:

- There might be merit in pursuing work looking beglomaditional goods and
services liberalization issues. Senior Officiatgad the importance of a holistic
approach in order to promote sustainable developmerhis would include
predictable regulatory environments that offer gnéges to foreign direct
investment carrying technology and know how. Mnaild also include adequate
intellectual property protection that would rewanthovation. There would be
further benefit in discussing issues affecting @ra@énd investment in
environmental goods and services. Beyond tradergbments, there would be
scope for advancing regulatory cooperation, en@gaconvergence of industry



standards, including for emerging technologies, prmmoting awareness and
demand for environmental goods and services.

ASEM Senior Officials for Trade and Investment fieafed the shared objective
that sustainable development policies should nad ® arbitrary or disguised
restrictions on international trade.

Regarding science and technology cooperation, $dbdificials recommended
that further attention be given to opportunitieterdd by structured cooperation
and funding mechanisms. Involving the Asian Depeient Bank and similar
bodies would strengthen initiatives in this fieBenior Officials identified issues
that may constitute obstacles to deeper cooperatiéimong these, unequal
capacities, omissions in intellectual property pectibn, slow standard setting
mechanisms, visa mechanisms affecting mobility ckrgists, and rules on
transfers of scientific material and samples wereted as examples that could be
further studied. Suggestions were given of furthetion to improve the policy
environment for deeper science and technology aatipa. Taking into account
the limitation in resources and the desirabilitydefreloping concrete projects, it
was recommended to focus on a limited number dbse@s a start. Food and
energy security were quoted as areas of choicelsotwater management and
health were mentioned. It was thought importanbudd on existing initiatives.
A special effort of exchange of information on omgp projects might be
envisaged. After this, participants to current potg could invite scientists and
experts from other ASEM members to join in, purdusm mutual agreeable
arrangements, with a view to further developinghexge of technology, of know
how and of best practices.

There was a sense among Senior Officials that govent policies have a
considerable impact on the pursuit of sustainableldpment objectives, yet on
occasion, trigger misunderstandings and concertis partners in international
agreements. There is scope for increasing dialaguehe use of economic
designed to foster more sustainable patterns oflyasteon and consumption.
There also appears to be considerable scope forilinvadp in favor of
investments in energy generation in countries whenewable resources to this
day are largely unexploited.

Senior Officials noted that an increasing numbeASEM members are gathering
experience with policies aimed at reducing carbomssions, including carbon
market mechanisms. The information provided byEheopean Commission on
the European emission trading system was apprdcee positive comments
were given on the European clean development messhan Still, additional

exchange of information appeared desirable, inolydat expert level. This
would help address issues and concerns that ars VASEM participants
pursue non-identical policies to discourage dantagimissions. It would also



provide useful information in cases where similaechmnisms are being
envisaged or implemented.

- The phasing out of fossil fuel subsidies is theeobpf international discussions,
in particular in the G-20 and in APEC. Informatias shared on the activities
of the Group of Friends of Fossil Fuels Subsidy dRef composed of New
Zealand, Denmark, Sweden, Norway and Switzerlangichw conducts public
outreach activities on the basis of independentffading. Senior Officials were
of the opinion that ASEM should not focus on theagihg out of the subsidies
themselves. Rather, ASEM could make a contribubiprassisting in the sharing
of experiences and best practices in the designirapttmentation of transition
processes that are required when the use of fossitesources by a sizeable part
of the population is to be abandoned in favor beotesources.

Senior Officials took the opportunity to exchangews on the future of their work. It
was emphasized that the economic and trade retfiforwas very important for both
regions. Business opportunities opening up as aeagurence of major investment
programs in a number of ASEM Countries were hidtikg. A similar argument was
made about the potential of reducing the part gfskics expenditure in trade in goods.
The development of standards and regulations, abtsahe light of sustainable
development concerns, was identified as an isswplirreg continued attention.
Possibilities to further facilitate trade were icated. There were also suggestions that
further dialogue on the trade policies pursued BEM partners would be useful. Special
attention was requested for the needs of developmgtries in the field of capacity
building. All Senior Officials agreed that the pte sector should be associated to the
future work of the ASEM SOMTI. Yet, in the absenoé concrete consultation
mechanisms, it was at this stage difficult to ssfjgeclear way forward.

The feeling among Senior Officials was that furthensideration should be given in the
capitals to these and possibly other ideas foréutuork on trade and investment issues
within ASEM.

This informal meeting agreed that a formal sessiothe Senior Officials for Trade and
Investment should be called, in order to ascertaeintentions and plans of ASEM
partners on the future work program.

Senior Officials welcomed the communication frora Republic of Korea who will host
the third ASEM Forum on Climate Change and Greemw®r in Fisheries and

Aquaculture to take place in Busan on 16-17 Nover2b&1. This initiative will also be

presented at the ASEM Senior Officials’ Meetingdke place in Tokyo on 28-29 March
2011.

Senior Officials expressed gratitude to Belgium #mel European Commission for the
opportunity of this informal meeting giving the aston of a necessary and useful
exchange of views. They concluded on the desitghihi report on this meeting to the
ASEM Senior Officials’ Meeting to take place in Tyak



