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VIENNA CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECT1ON
OF THE OZONE LAYER

Preamble

The Parties to this Convention,

Avare of the poteocially harzful impact on human health and the enviromment through

wmodification of the ozome layer,

Recalling the pertineat provisions of the Declaration of the United Nations
Conference on the Human Eaviromment, and io particular principle 21, which provides that
"Staces have, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and the principles of
international law, the sovereign right to exploit their own resources pursuant to their
own eoviroumental policies, and the responsibility to ensure that activities within their
jurisdiction or comtrol do not cause damage to the environment of other States or of

&tess beyond the limits of national jurisdiction",

Taking into asccount the circumstances and particular requirements of developing

countries,

Mindful of the work and studies proceeding within both international aod national

organizations and, io particular, of the World Plan of Action on the Ozonme Layer of the

United Nations Environmeat Programme,

Mindful also of the precautionary measures for the protection of the ozone layer

which have already been taken at the national snd international levels,

Avare that measures to protect the ozone layer from modifications due to bhuman

activities require international co-operation and action, and should be based on relevant

scientific and cechnical consideracions,

Aware also of the need for further research and systematic observations to further

I HKR
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develop scientific knowledge of the ozone layer and poscible adverse effects resulting

frow its modification,

Determined to protect human health and the environment against adverse effects

resulting from modifications of the ozone layer,

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

Article 1
DEFINLTIONS

For the purposes of this Conveation:

1. “The ozoue layer” means the layer of atmospheric ozoue above the planetary boundary

2. “Adverse effects” means changes in the physical environmeant or biota, including

which have significant deleterious effects on human health or on the

resilience and productivity of natural and managed ecosystems, or on

meterials useful to mankind.

3. “"Alteroative technologies or equipmeac” means technologies or equipment the use of
vhich makes it possible to reduce or effectively eliminate emissions of substances which

bave or are likely to have adverse effects ca the ozone layer.

bo "Alternative substances”™ means substances which reduce, eliminate or avoid adverse

effects on the ozone layer.

5. "Parties” means, unlesa the text otherwise indicates, Parties to this Coanveation,

6. “Regiomal ecomomic integration organization” means an organization constituted by
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sovereign Staces of a given region uhich has competence in respect of matters governed by
this Coavention or its protocols and has been duly authorized, in accordance with its
ioternal procedures,
concerne d.

to aiga,

ratify, accept, approve or accede to the instruments

7. “Pratocols" means protocols to this Coavention.

Article 2
GENERAL OBLIGATIONS

1. The Parties shall take appropriate measures in accordance with the provisions of

this Convention and of those protocols in force to which they are party to protect human

health and the environment against adverse effects resulting or likely to result from

human activicies which modify or are likely to modify the ozone layer.

2. To this end the Parties shall, in accordance with the means at their disposal and

their capabilities:

(a) Co-operate by mesns of sy

ions, h

exchange in order to better understand and assess the effects of human a
ozone layer and the effects on human health and the envirooment from mod

ozone layer;

(b) Adopt appropriate legislative or administrative measures and co-operate in

harmonizing appropriate policie control, limit, reduce or prevent human activities
under their jurisdiction or conmtrol should it be found that these activities have or are
likely to have adverse effects resulting from modification or likely modification of the

ozone layer;

[ 4
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(c) Co-operate in the formulation of sgreed measures, procedures and standards for
the implemencation of this Convention, with a viev to the adoption of protocols and

aunexes;

(d) Co-operate vith competent international bodies to implement effectively this

Convention and protocols to which they are party.

3. The provisions of this Convention shall in no way affect the right of Parcties to
adopt, in accordance with international law, domestic measures additional to those
referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2 above, nor shall they affect additional domestic
measures already taken by a Party, provided chat these measures are not incompatible with

their obligations under this Coovention.

ication of this article shall be based on relevant scientific and technical

Article 3
RESEARCH AND SYSTEMATIC OBSERVATIONS

1. The Parties undertake, as a , to initiate and co-operate in, directly or

duct of research and scientific

through competent international s, the

assessments on:

(a) The physical and chemical processes that may affect the ozone layer;

(b) The human health and octher biological effects deriving from any modificacions
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of the ozome layer, particularly those resulting from changes in ultra-violet solar

vadiation havinog biological effects (UV-B);

(e) Climatic effects deriving from any modifications of the ozone layer;

(d) Effects deriving from any modifications of the ozone layer and any consequent

change in UV~B radiation on natural and synthecic materials useful o mankind;

(&) Substances, pr:

ices, processes aud activities that may affect the orone

layer, and their cumulative effects;

() Alternative substances and techaologies;

(g) Related socio-economic matters;
and as further elaborated in annexes I and II,
2. The Parties undertake to promote or aestablish, as appropriate, directly or through
competent ioternational bodies and caking fully into account national legislation and

relevant ongoing activities at both the natiocal and international levels, joint or

compl y for sy

ic observation of the state of the ozone layer and

other relevant parameters, as elaborated in anmex I.

3. The Parties undertake to co-operate, directly or through competent international
bodies, in ensuring the collection, validation and transmission of research and

observational daca through appropriate world data centres in a tegular and timely fashion.

Article 4
CO-OPERATION IN THE LEGAL, SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL FIELDS

1. The Parties shall facilitate and encoursge the exchange of scieatific, technical,

socio—s . ial and legal i ion relevant to this Convention

as further

| 1P
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elaborated in annex II. Such information shall be supplied to bodies agreed upon by the
Parties. Any such body receiving information regarded as confidential by che supplying
Party shall ensur e that such information is uot disclosed and shall aggregace it to

protect its confidentiality before it is made available to all Parties.

aology and kmowledge.

particularly through:

(a) Facilication of the acquisition of alternative techmologies by other Parties;

(b) Provision of information on alternative technologies and equipment, and supply

of special manuals or guides to them;

(¢) The supply of necessary equipment and facilicies for research and systematic

observations;

(d) Appropriate training of scientific and technical personnel.

Article $
TRANSHISSION OF INFORMATION

s of the parties to the re

determine.
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Article 6
CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES

1. A Conference of the Parties is hereby established. The first meeting of the
Conference of the Parties shall be convened by the secretariat designaced on an interim
basis under article 7 not later than one year after entry into force of this Convention.
Thereafter, ordinary meecings of the Conference of the Parties shall be held at regular

intervals o be determined by the Confereace at its first meeting.

2.  Extraordinsry weetings of the Conference of the Parties shall be held at such other
times as may be deemed necessary by the Conference, or at the written request of any
Party, provided that, vithin six months of the request being communicated to them by the

secretariat, it is supported by at least one third of the Parties.

3.  The Conference of the Parties shall by consensus agree upon and adapt rules of
procedure and financial rules for itself and for any subsidiary bodies it may establiish,

as well as financial provisions goverminog the functioning of the secretariast.

& The Conference of the Parties shall keep under continuous review the implementation

of this Convention, and, in addition, shall:

(a) Establish the form and the intervals for trsnsmitting the information to be
submicted in accordance with article 5 and consider such informstion as well s reporcs

submitted by any subsidiary body;

(b) Review the scieatific ioformation on the ozone layar, on its possible

modification and on poseible effects of any such modification;

(¢) Promote, in accordance with article 2, the harmouization of appropriate

I H+H
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policies, scrategies and measures for minimizing che release of subscances causing or

to cause modification of the ozone layer, and make recommendations on aoy other

weasures relating to this Coaventiou;

(d) Adopt, ia accordance with articles 3 and 4, for h 34 ic

observatious, scientific and technological co— ion, the of i i and

the transfer of technology and knouledge;

(e) Consider and adopt, as required, in accordance with articles 9 and 10,

amendments to this Convention and its annexes;

(f) Consider amendments to any protocol, as vell as to any acnexes thereto, and, if

so decided, recommend their adoption co the parties to the protocol concerned;

(g) Consider aod adopt, as required, in accordsnce with article 10, additiounal

annexes to this Coavention;

(h) Consider and adopt, as required, protocols in accordance with article 8;

(i) Eetablish such subsidiary bodies as are deemed necessary for the implementation

of thia Convention

(j) Seek, where appropriate, the
the World Meteorologica!

services of competent international bodies and

scientific committees, in particular al Organization and the World

, as well as the Co-ordinating Comm oa the Ozone Layer, in

, systematic observations and ot ities pertineat to the

Couvention, and mske use as appropriate of information from these

(k) Consider and undertake any additional action that may be required for the

achievement of the purposes of this Comvention.
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5. The United Natio
Agency,
of the Conf;

international, governmental or non-governmental, qualif

Any body o
protection of the ozome layer which has informed Cthe retariac of its wish to be
represented 4t a meeting of the Conference of the Parties as an observer may be admitced
unless at least one-third of the Parties presen t object. The admission and parcicipacion
of observers shall be subject to the rules of procedure adopted by the Conference of the

Parties.

Article 7
SECRETARIAT

1. The functions of the secre tariat shall be:

(a) To arrange for and service meetings provided for in articles 6, 8, 9 and 10;

ation received in a

wit reports based upon i

with s upon information derived from meetings o

bodie

(c) To perform the functions assigned to it by any protocol;

(d) To prepare reports on its activities carried out in implementacion of its

functions under cthis Convention and present them to the Conference of the Parties;

(e) To ensure the necessary co-ordination with other relevant international bodies,

I PP
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and in particular to enter into such administrative and contractual arracgements as may
be required for the effective discharge of its functions;

(£) To perform such ather functions as may be determined by the Conference of the

Partias.

2. Tha secretariat functions will be carried out on an interim basis by the
United Nations Environmenc Programme uncil che complecion of cthe firse ordinary weeting
of the Conference of the Parties held pursusat to article 6. At its first ordinary
meeting, the Conference of the Parties shall designate the secretariat from amongst those
existing compatent international organizations which have signified their willingness to

carry out the secratariat functions under this Couvention.

Article 8
ADOPTION OF PROTOCOLS

l. The Conference of tha Parties may at a weeting adopt protocols pursuant to article 2.

2. The text of any proposed protocol shall be communicated to the Parties by the

secretariat at least six moaths before such a meeting.

Article 9
AMENDMENT OF THE CONVENTION OR PROTOCOLS

1.  Any Party may propose smendments to cthis Conveation or to any protocol. Such

amendments shall cake due accounc, inter alia, of relevant sciemtific and cechnical

considerations.

2.  Amendments to this Convention shall be adopted at a meeting of the Conference of the

Parties. Amendments to any protocol shall be adopted at a m ing of the Parties to the

protocol in question. Tha text of any proposed amendment to this Convention or to any
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pretocol, except as may otherwise be provided in such protocol, shall be communicated to
the Parties by the secre tariat at least six wmonths before the meeting at which it is

proposed for adoption. The secrecariac shall also icace proposed to the

signatories to this Coavention for information.

3. The Parcies shall make every effort to reach agreemeat on any proposed amendment to

this Convention by consensus. 1f all efforts at consensus have been exhausted, aod no

ast vesort be adopted by a three-fourths
ing ac the meeting, end shall be submitted by

on, approval or acceptance.

4. The procedure wantioned in paragraph 3 sbove shall apply to amendments to any
protocol, except that a two-thirds majority of the parties to that protocol present and

voting at the meating shall suffice for their sdoptiom.

5. Ratification, approval or acceptance of amendments shall be nocified to the

adopted in with pai 4 above

Depositary in
shall

inco force betvaen parcties h epted them on the day after

th by the Depositary of anot of cheir racifica

., approval or

ac by st least three-fourths of the this Conveation or by st least

two-thirds of the parties the protocal concerned, except as may otherwise be provided
in such protocol. Thereafter the amendmeuts shall enter into force for any other Party
ou the oinetieth day afrer thac Party deposits its instrument of ratification, approval

or acceptance of the amendments.

HPR
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6.  For the purposes of this article, "Parties present and voting" means Parties present

and casting an affirmative or negative vote.

Article 10
ADOPTION AND AMENDMENT OF ANNEXES

1. The annexes to this Conveation or to any protocel shall form an integral parc of
this Convention or of such protocol, as the case may be, and, unless expressly provided
otherwise, & reference to this Convention or its protocols constitutes at the same time a
reference to any annexes thereto. Such annexes shall be restricted to sciencific,

technical and aduinistrative matcers.

2.  Except as may be othervise provided in any protocol with respect to its annexes, the
following procedure shall apply to the proposal, adoption and entry into force of

sddicional annexes to this Comvention or of annexes to a protocol:

(a) Annexes to this Convention shall be proposed and adopted according toe the
procedure laid down in article 9, paragraphs 2 and 3, while annexe: s to any protocol shall
be proposed and adopted according to the procedure laid down in article 9, paragraphs 2
and 4;

(b) Any party that is unable to approve an additional anmex to this Coauveation or

an apnex to amy protecol to which it is party shall so mocify the Deposicary, in writiug,

within six months from the d

The Depositary shall with

A Party may at any time 3

and the annexes shall
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(¢) On the expiry of six moaths from the date of the circulation of the
communicaction by the Depositary, the anuex shall become effective for all Parties to this

erned which have not submitted & notification in

Convention or to any p

accordance with the provision of subparagraph (b) above.

3. The proposal, adoption and entry into force of amendments to aunexes to this
Conveation or to any protocel shall be.subject to the same procedure as for the proposal,
adoption and entry into force of aonexes to the Coavention or annexes to a protocol.

Annexes and amendments thereto shall take due account, inter alia, of relevant scieatific

and technical conaiderations.

1 aonex or amended annex shall not

e amendment

this Convention or to the protoecol

enters into force.

Article 11
SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

1. In the event of a dispute between Parties coacerming the interpretation or

application of this Convention, the parties concerned shall seek solution by aegotiation.

2. 1f the parties concerned cannot reach agreement by negotiatioa, they may jointly

seek the good offices of, or request mediation by, a third party.

3. When ratifying, sccepting, approving or acceding to this Convention, or at any time

I W<
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thereafter, a Scate or regional economic integration organization may declare in writing

epositary that dispute not resolved in accordance with paragraph 1 or

above, it sccepts ome or both of the folloving means of dispute settlement as

(a) Arbicratioo in accordance wi th procedures to be adopted by the Conference of

the Parties at its first ordinary meeting;

(b) Submission of the dispute to the Internatiomal Court of Justice.

4.  If the parties have not, in sccordance with paragraph 3 above, accepted the same or
any procedure, cthe dispute shall be submitted to conciliation in sccordance with

paragraph 5 below unless the parties othervise agree.

5. A concilistion commission shall be created upon the request of one of the parties to
the dispuce. The commission shall be composed of an equal number of members appointed by
each party concerned and a chairman chosen jointly by che members appointed by each
party. The commission shall render a final and rTecommendatory award, which the parties

thall consider in good faith.

6. The provisions of this articie shall apply with

respect to any protacol except as

othervise provided in the protocol concerned.

integration organizations st the Federal
Austria in Vieana from 22 Harch 1985 to and at Uniced Nations

Headquarters in New York from 22 September 1985 to 21 March 1986.





