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CONSTITUTION OF THE ASIAN-PACIFIC POSTAL UNION

The undersigned representatives, duly authorized by their respective Governments:

—  considering the importance of the common problems which face the Postal Administrations
in the Asian and Pacific area;

convinced of the necessity of instituting and devetoping a large degree of co-operation between
them; and

- in the exercise of the rights granted them by the Constitution of the Universal Postal Union;

have agreed to adopt, under reservation of ratification, acceptance or approval by their respective
Governments, this Constitution.

Section |
Organic Provisions

Chapter |

General Provisions

Article 1 — Constitution and Purpose of the Union

1. The countries between which the present Constitution is adopted form, under the name of

*Asian-Pacific Postal Union", hereafter referred to as “the Union”, a single postal territory,

2. The purpose of the Union is to extend, facilitate and improve postal relations between member-
countries and to promote co-operation in the field of postal services.
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Article 2 — Members of the Union

Member-countries of the Union are:

a.  Countries which have membership status at the date on which this Constitution comes into force.

b.  Countries i to ship in with Article 6,

Article 3 — Official Language

English is the official language of the Union.

Avticle 4 — Special Agreements

Member-countries of the Union, or their Postal Administrations if the legislation of those countries
$0 permits, may conclude special agreements concerning tional postal service, on col i
that they do not provisi: less ble to the public than those laid down in the Acts
of the Union.

Article 5 -- Exchange of Postat Officials

Postal A istrations of member. ies may to effect an ge or 3
unilateral dispatch of postal offic out studies regarding the devel and il
of postal services. Each Postal ion shall extend to such officials from aao.rnq Postal

Administration all co-operation and f.
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Chapter 11
Accession to or Withdrawal from the Union

Article 6 -- Accession to the Union

1. Any sovereign country which is 8 member of the Universal Postal Union, and whose entire terri-
tory is situated in Asia, Australasia, Melanesia, Micronesia or Polynesia may accede to the Asian-
Pacific Postal Union, For the purpose of this Article the term '‘Asia” shall refer to countries
in Asia east of and including Iran.

2. Accession to the Union shall o:.-._ a .o_i_m_ declaration of accession 1o the Acts of the Union.
ft shall be add d through Is to the Government of the member-country
in which the Central Office Is situated.

3. Accession to membership shall be notified by the Government of the member-country in which
the Central Office is situated to the Governments of the other member-countries. It shall take
effect from the date of such notification.

4., Any country which has the required qualifications but which cannot comply with any provision
of the Convention may apply for membership to the Union with reservations.

5. Application for ip, in with P

gl 4, shall be transmitted through dip-
lomatic channels to the Government of the country where the Central Office is situated and
by the tatter to the member-countries of the Union for consultation,

b
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6. The country concerned is

MK

if its request is app! by the majority of member-

countries.

7. z.m:_um- nccz.:mu failing to ;_.__< 5 the consultation within four months from the date of

are i as

Article 7 — Withdrawal from the Union

1. Any member-country has the right to withdraw from :.m C:::_ by means of a notice of its
renunciation of the Acts of the Union given through d to the
of the member-country in wh Central Office is situated, which notifies the 032::5::
of the other member-countries accordingly.

2. Withdrawal from the Union becomes effective at the expiry of one year from the date of re.
ceipt of the notification by the Government of the member country in which the Central
Office is situated.

Chapter IH
Organization of the Union

Article B —Organs of the Union

The following are established as the organs of the Union: Congress, the Executive Council, the Central
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Office and the Asian-Pacific Postal Training Centre. The purposes and functions of these organs are
prescribed in this Chapter and in the General Regulations.

Article @ — Congress

Congress, being the supreme organ of the Union, is composed of representatives of member-countries.

Article 10 - Extraordinary Congresses

An Extraordinary Congress may be held at the request or with the consent of at least two-thirds of
the member-countries.

Article 11 — Executive Council

To ensure the continuity of the work of the Union in the intervals between Congresses, the Executive
Council meets, in principle once each year, unless the majority of member-countries decides other-
wise,

Article 12 - Central Office

1. The Central Office serves as a medium ol liaison, information and inquiry for the member-
countries of the Union,

M4
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2. The host country of the Central Office shall be determined by Congress, or in exceptional cir-
cumstances, by the Executive Council. In principle, that country shall remain as the host of the
Central Office for at least five years.

Article 13 — Asian-Pacific Postal Training Centre

The purpose of the Centre is to uSSaa training facilities to improve postal services within Asia
and the Pacific. The Centre shall be i by a ing Board whose ition, purpose
and functions are prescribed in the General Regulations,

Chapter IV
Finances of the Union

Article 14 — Expenditure of the Union

Each Congress of the Union decides on the maximum amount for the annual expenditure of the Unjon
on the basis of the recommendation made by the Director of the Central Office. This expenditure
is shared by all the member-countries of the Union. The contribution units of each member-country
shall be determined on the basis that member-country’s Universal Postal Union contribution
class, as prescribed in the General Regulations of the Asian-Pacific Postal Union,

Section I}
Acts of the Union
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. The Convention and its Detailed f

Chapter |
General Provisions

Article 16 — Acts of the Union

. The Constitution is the basic Act of the Union. It contains the organic rules of the Union.

. The General Aegulations embody those provisions which ensure the application of the Cons-

titution and the working of the Union, They shall be binding on all member-countries.

embody the provisions concerning the internationai
postal service between the member-countries. These Acts shatl be binding on all member-
countries,

. The Detailed Regulations, which contain the rules of ry for the i

ation of the Convention shall be drawn up by the Postal )a.:_:_:_a:o:u of the member-count-
ries of the Union,

. The Final Protocols annexed to the Convention and its Detailed Regulations contain the reser-

vations to those Acts.

Chapter I
Acceptance of the Acts of the Union

Article 16 — Signature, Ratification and other Forms of Approval of the Acts of the Union

HR
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1. Signature of the Acts of the Union by plenipotentiaries shall take piace st the end of Congress.

u.4:.02.::.:5:-:a.—_-5_.->n=o..:-Cia:-—_n__E«o.m.,oa.-onov.-nnq-vnsnﬁa!-cg
&3 possible by the signatory countries in di with their o

3. When a country does not ratify, accept or spprove the Acts of the Union which it has signed,

the Constitution and other Acts shall be no less valid for the other countries that have ratified,
accepted or approved them,

Article 17 — Notification of Ratification and other Forms of Approval of the Acts of the Union

The i of rati ion, P _Or app of the C itution and, or ap-
provail of the other Acts of the Union shall be deposited as soon as possible with the Government
of the member-country in which the Central Office is situated, which shall notify the other member-
countries of these deposits.

Article 18 ~ A ion 10 the C . to the Additi

Union

Protocol and to the other Acts of the

1. Member-countries which have not signed the Constitution and Additional Protocol or the other
Acts of the Union may accede to them at any time.

2. Formal deciarations of accession shall be sent through dij h to the
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of the member-country in which the Central Office is situated, which shall notify the other
member -countries of these deposits.

Chapter f11
Amendment of the Acts of the Union

Article 19 — Presentation of Proposals

1. The Postal Administration of a member-country has the tight to present, either to Congress
or between Congresses, proposals concerning the Acts of the Union.

2. However, proposals concerning the Constitution and the General Regulations may be submitted
only to Congress,

Article 20 — Amendment of the Constitution

1. To be adopted, proposals submitted to Congress and relating to this Constitution must be ap-
proved by at least two-thirds of the member countries of the Union.

2. Amendments adopted by a Congress
that Congress decides otherwise, shall

| form the subject of an additional protoco! and, unless
ter into force at the same time as the Acts of the Union

or approval shall be dealt with in accordance with the procedure laid down in Article 17.

<
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Article 21 — Amendment of the General Regulations and the Convention

1. The General Regulati and the Ci ion define the it to be fuifilled for the ap-
proval of proposals which concern them.

2. The Acts of the Union referred to in Paragraph 1 shall enter into force simultaneously and shall
have the same duration. From the day fixed by Congress for the entry into force of these Acts
of the Union, the corresponding Acts of the preceding Congress shall be abrogated,

Chapter IV
Universal Postal Congresses

Article 22 — Co-operation in Universal Postal Congresses

Member-countries of the Union shall co-operate, as far as possible, in the Universal Postal Congresses,
insofar as the proposals or matters to be considered are of common interest to them,

Chapter V
Settlement of Disputes

Article 23 — Arbitration
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Questions in dispute between two or more Postal Administrations of member--countries shall be
decided in the manner prescribed in the General Regulations of the Universal Postat Union.

Section 1}l
Final Provisions

Article 24 ~ Effective Date and Duration of the Constitution
This Constitution shall enter into force on 1 July 1987 and shall remain in force lor an indefinite per-

iod.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, the undersigned, being duly authorized representatives of their res.
pective Govefnments, have signed one copy of this Constitution, which shal posited in the
Archives of the Government of the member.country in which the Central Office is situated, and of
which a duplicate shall be transmitted to each member-country by that Government.

Done at Bangkok, 4 December, 1985.
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