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CHAPTER 3

CO~OPERATION

3.1 Co-operation between States

3.1.1 Parties shall co-ordinate their search and rescue organizations
end should, vhenever necessary, co-ordinate search and rescue

operations with those of neighbouring States.

3.1.2 Unless otherwise agreed between the States concerned, a Party
should authorize, subject to applicable national laws, rules and
regulations, immediate entry into or over its territorial sea or
territory of rescue units of other Parties solely for the purpose of
searching for the position of maritime casualties and rescuiag the
survivors of such casualties. In such cases, search and rescue
operations shall, as far as practicable, be co-ordinated by the
appropriate rescue co~ordination centre of the Party vhich has
authorized entry, or such other authority as has been designated by
that Party.

3.1.3 Unless othervise agreed between the States concernmed, the
authorities of a Party which wishes its rescue units to enter into or
over the territorial sea or territory of another Party solely for the
purpese of searching for the position of Maritime casualties and
rescuing the survivors of such casualties, shall transmit a request,
giving full details of the projected mission and the need for it, to
the rescue co-ordination centre of that other Party, or to such other
authority as has been designated by that Party.
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3.1.4 The competent authorities of Parties shall:

.1 immediately acknowledge the receipt of such a request; and

.2 as soon as possible indicate the conditions, if any, under
which the projected mission may be undertaken.

3.1.5 Parties should enter into agreements with neighbouring States
setting forth the conditions for entry of each other’'s rescue wnits
into or over their respective territorial sea or territory. These
agreements should also provide for expediting entry of such units with
the least possible formalities.

3.1.6 Each Party should authorize its rescue co-ordination centres:

.1 to request from other rescue co-ordination centres such
assistance, including vessels, aircraft, personnel or

equipment, as may be needed;

.2 to grant any necessary permission for the entry of such
vessels, aircraft, personnel or equipment into or over its

territorial sea or territory; and

-3 to make the necessary arrangements with the appropriate
customs, immigration or other authorities with a view to
expediting such entry.
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3.1.7 Each Party should authorize its rescue co-ordination centres to
provide, when requested, assistance to other rescue co-ordination
centres, including assistance in the form of vessels, aircraft,

personnel or equipment.

3.1.3 Parties should enter into search and rescue agrsements with
neignbouring States regarding the pooling of fmcilities, establishment
of common procedures, conduct of joint training and exercises, regular
checiks of inter-State communicatien channels, liaison visits by rescue
co-ordination centre personnel and the exchange ef search and rescue

inforzation.
3.2 Co-ordination with sercnautical services

3.2.1 Parties shall ensure the closest practicable co-ordization
betveen maritime and aeronautical services so as to provide for the
most effective and efficient search and rescue services in and over

their search and rescue regions.

3.2.2 Vhenever practicable, each Party should establish joint rescue
co-ordination centres and rescue sub-centres to serve both paritime

and aeronautical purposes.

3.2.3 Whenever separate maritime and aeronautical rescue
co-ordination centres or rescue sud-centres are established to serve
the same area, the Party concermed shall ensure the closest practicable

co-ordinetion between the centres or sub-centres.
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CHAPTER b

PREPARATORY MEASURES

L.1 Recuirements for information
4.1.1 Each rescue co-ordination centre and rescue sub-centre shall

bave available up-to-date information relevant to search and rescue

operations in its area including information regarding:

.1 rescue wits and coast watching wnits;

.2 say other public and private resowces, including
transportation facilities and fuel supplies, that are likely
to be useful in search and rescue operationms;

.3 means of commmication that may be used in search and rescue
operations;

.4 npames, cable and telex addresses, telephone and telex nimbers
of shipping agents, consular authorities, international
organizations and other agerncies who may be able to assist

in obtaining vital informstion on vessels;

.5 the locations, call signs or maritime mobile service
identities, hours of watch and frequencies of all radioc
stations likely to be employed in search and rescue operations;
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.6 the locations, call signs or maritime mobile service
identities, hours of watch and frequencies of all coast radio
stations disseminating meteorological forecasts and warnings

for the search and rescue region;

-T the locations and hours of watch of services keeping radio
vatch and the frequencies guarded;

-8 objects likely to be mistaken for umlocated or unreported
wreckage; and

-9 locations where supplies of droppable emergency survival
equipment are stored.

4.1.2 Each rescue co-ordination centre and rescus sub-centre should
bave ready access to information regarding the positiom, course, speed
and call sign or ship station identity of vessels within its area
which may be able to provide assistance to vessels or perscns in
distress at sea. This information shall either be kept in the rescue

co-ordination centre or be readily obtainable when necessary.

4.1.3 A large-scale map shall be provided at each rescue co-ordination
centre and rescue sub-centre for the purpose of displaying and plotting
informaticn relevant to search and rescue operations in its area.

L.2 Oversting plans or imstructioas

L.2.1 Eaca rescue co-ordination ceatre and rescue sub-centre shail
prepare or have available detailed plans or instructions for the

cenduct of search and rescue cperstions in its area.

4.2.2 The plans or instruetions shall specify arrangements for the
servicing and refuelling, to the extent posgible, of vessels, aircraft

and vehicles employed in search and rescue operations, including those

(RN
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made available by other States.

k.2.3 The plans or inmstructions should contain details regardiang
action to be taken by those engaged in search and rescue operations in

the area, including:

.1 the panner in which searc: and rescue operations are to be

conducted;
.2 the use of available communications systems and facilities;

-3 the action to be taken jointly with other rescue co-ordination

centres or rescue sub—centres, as appropriate;

.b  the methods of alerting vessels at sea and en route aircraft;

.5 the duties and authority of personnel assigned to search and

rescue operations;

.6 possible redeployment of equipment that may be necessitated

by meteorological or other conditions;

.T the methods of obtaining essential information relevant to
search and rescue operations, such as appropriate notices to
mariners and reports and forecasts of weather and sea surface

conditicns;

.8 the methods of obtaining from other rescue co-ordination
centres or rescue sub-centres, as appropriate, such assistance
as may be needed, including vessels, aircraft, personnel and

eguipment;
-9 the methods of assisting rescue vessels or other vessels to

rendezvous with vessels in distress; and

.10 the methods of assisting distressed aircraft compelled to

ditch to rendezvous with surface craft.
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5.1.2 Any authority or element of the search and rescue organization
having reason to believe that a vessel is in a state of emergency
should give as soon as possible all available information to the rescue
co-ordination centre or rescus sub-centre concerned.

5.1.3 Rescue co-ordination centres and rescue sub-cestres shall,
immediately upon receipt of information eoncerming a vessel in a state
of emergency, evaluate such information and determine the phase of
emergency in accordance with paragraph 5.2 and the extent of operation
required.

Emergency vhases

5.2

5.2.1 For operational purposes, the following emergency phases shall
be distinguished:

.1.1 when a vessel has been reported overdue at its

destination; or

.1.2 when a vessel has failed to make an expected position

or safety report.

.2 Alert vhase:

.2.1 when, following the uncertainty phase, attempts to
establish contact with the vessel have failed and
inquiries addressed to other appropriate sources have

been unsuccessful; or
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5.3.3 Upon the declaration of the distress phase, the rescue

co~ordination centre or rescue sub-centre, as sppropriate, shall:

21

initiate action in accordance with the arrangements set out
in paragraph 4.2;

where appropriate, estimate the degree of uncertainty of the
vessel's position and Qetermine the extent of any area to be
searched;

notify the owner of the vessel or his agent if possible and

keep him informed of developments;

notify other rescue co-ordination centres or rescue sub-
centres, the help of whica seems likely to be required or

which may be concerned in the operation;

request at an early stage any help vhich might be available
from aireraft, vessels or services not specifically included
in the search and rescue organization, considering that, in
the majority of distress situations in ocean areas, other
vessels in the vicinity are important elements for search and

rescue operations;

draw up a broad plan for the conduct of the operations from
the information available and communicate such plan to the
authorities desigpated in onno\.dnnnn with paragraphs 5.7 and
5.8 for their guidance;

acend as necessary in the light of circumstances the guidance

alresdy given in paragraph 5.3.3.6;

notify the consular or diplomatic authorities concerned or,
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if the incident involves a refugee or displaced person, the

office of the competent international orgasnization;

-9 notify accident investigation authorities as appropriate; and

.10 notify any aircraft, vessel or other services mentiomed in
paregraph 5.3.3.5 in comsultation with the authorities
designated in accordance with paragraph 5.7 or 5.8, as

appropriate, vhen their assistance is no longer required.

5.3.4 Iniziation of search and rescue operations in rescect
of a vessel whose position is unknown

5.3.4.1 1In the event of an emergency phase being declared in respect
of a vessel whose position is unknown, the following shall apply:

-1 vhen a rescue co-ordination centre or rescue sub-centre is
notified of the existence of an emergency phase and is
unavare of other centres taking appropriate action, it
shall assume responsibility for initiating suitable action
and confer with neighbouring centres with the objective of

designating one centre to assume responsibility forthwith;

.2 unless othervise decided by agreement between the centres
concerned, the centre to be designated shall be the centres
respoasible for the area in which the vessel was according

to its last reported position; and

.3 after the declaration of the distress phase, the centre

co-ordinating the search and rescue operations shall, if

"TOH
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necessary, inform other appropriate centres of all the
circumstances of the state of emergency and of all
subsequent developrents.

5.3.5 Passing informstion to vessels in resavect of which
an exmergency phase has been declared

5.3.5.1 Whenever applicable, the rescue co-ordination ceatre or
rescus sub-centre responsible for search and rescue operations shall
be responsible for passing to the vessel for which an emergency phase
has been declared, inforzation on the search and rescue operation it
has initiated.

S.L4 Co-ordination when two or more varties are involved

5.4.1 Where the conduct of operations over the entire search and
rescue region is the responsibility of more than one Party, each Party
shall take appropriate action in accordance with the operating placs
or ipstructions referred o in paragraph 4.2 when so requested by the
rescue co-ordination centre of the region.

5.5

Termination and susrension of sesrch and rescue operaticns

5.5.1 Uncertainty phase snd alert phease

5.5.1.1 When during an uncertainty phase or an alert phase a rescue
co-ordination centre or rescues sub-centre, as appropriate, is informed
that the emergency no longer exists, it shall so inform any authority,

unit or service which has been activated or notified.

5.5.2 Distress phase
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5.5.2.1 Wnen during a distress phase a rescue co-ordiration centre or
rescue sub-centre, as appropriate, is informed by the vessel ir
distress or other appropriate sources that the emergency no longer
exists, it shall take the zecessary action to terminate tbe search and
rescue operations and to inform any authority, wmit or service vhich
has been activated or notified.

5.5.2.2 If during a distress phase it has been determined that the
search should be discontinued the rescue co-ordination centre or rescue
sub-centre, as appropriate, shall suspend the search and rescue
operations and so inform any authority, wit or service which has been
activated or notified. Information subsequently received shail be
evaluated and search and rescue operations resumed vhen justified on
the basis of such information.

5.5.2.3 1If during a distress phase it has been determined that further
search would be of a0 avail, the rescus co-ordination centre or rescue
sSub-centre, as appropriate, shall terminate the search and rescue
operations and so inform any authority, unit or service which has

been activated or notified.

5.6 On-scene co-ordination of search and rescue activities

5.6.1 The activities of units engaged in search and rescue operations,
whether they be rescue wnits or other assisting wits, shall be

co-ordinated to ensure the most effective results.

oy
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5.7 Designation of on-scene commander and his resvonsibilities

5.7.1 When rescue units are about to engage in search and rescue
operations, one of them should be designated on-scene commander as
early as practicable and preferably before arrival within the specified

search ares.

5.7.2 The appropriate rescue co-ordination centre or rescue sub-centre
should designate an on-scene commander. If this is not practicable,
the units involved should designate by mutual agreement an on-scene

commander.

5.7.3 Uantil such time as an on-scene comcender has been designated,
the first rescue wnit arriving at the scene of action should
automatically assume the duties and responsibilities of an on-scene

commander.

5.7.4 An on-scene commsnder shall be responsible for the foilowing
tasks when these have not been perrormed by the responsible rescue

co-ordination centre or rescue sub-centre, as appropriate:

.1 determining the probable position of the object of the
search, the probable margin of error in this position,
and the search area;

.2 making arrangements for the separation for safety purposes

of units engaged in the search;

.3 designating appropriate search patterns for the units
participating in the search and assigning search areas to

wits or groups of wnits;
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.4 designating appropriate units to effect rescue when the
object of the search is located; and

-5 co-ordinating on-scene search and rescus commmications.

5.7.5 An on-scene commander shall also be responsible for the

following:

-1 making periodic reports to the rescue co-ordination centre
or rescue sub-centre which is co-ordinating the search and

rescue operations; and

.2 reporting the number and the names of swrvivors to the rescue
co-ordination centre or rescue sub-centre vhich is
co-ordinating the search and rescue operations, providing the
centre with the names and destinations of wnits with
survivors aboard, reporting vhich survivors are in each wnit
and requesting additional assistance from the centre when
necessary, for example, medical evacuation of seriously
injured survivors.

5.8 Designation of co-ordinator surface search and

his responsibilities

5.8.1 If rescue wits (including varships) are not available to assume
the duties of an on-scene commander but a number of merchant vessels or
other vessels are participating in the search and rescue operations,
one of them should be designated by mutual agreement as co-ordinator

surface search.

5.8.2 The co-ordinator surface search should be designated as early
as practicable and preferably before arrival within the specified
search area.

IHOR
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5.12.1

1o

5.8.3 The co-ordinator surface search should be responsible for as
many of the tasks listed in paragraphs 5.7.4 and 5.7.5 as the vessel
is capable of performing.

5.9 Initial action

5.9.1 Any wit receiving information of a distress incident shall
take vhatever immediate action to assist as is within its capability
or shall alert other wnits vhich might be able to assist and shall
notify the rescue co-ordination centre or rescus sub-centre in whose

area the incident has occurred.

5.10 Search areas

5.10.1 Sesarch aress determined in accordance with paragrapn 5.3.3.2,
S.7.4.1 or 5.8.3 may be altered as appropriate by tie on-scene
commander or the co-ordinator surface search, vho should notify the
rescue co-ordination centre or rescue sub-ceantre of his action and

his reasons for doing so.

5.11 Search patterns

5.11.1 Search patterns designated in accordance with paragraph 5.3.3.6,
5.7.4.3 or 5.8.3 may be changed to other patterns if considered
necessary by the on-scene commander or the co-ordinator surface search,
whno should notify the rescue co-ordination centre or rescue sub-ceatrs

2
of his action and his reasons for doing so.

5.12 Search successful

5.12.1 When the search has been successful the on-scene commander or

the co-ordinator surface search should direct the most suitably
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equipped units to conduct the rescue or to provide other necessary

assistance.

5.12.2 Where appropriate the units conducting the rescue should
notify the on-scene commander or the co-ordinator surface search of
the number and names of survivors aboard, whether all personnel have
been accounted for and vhether additional assistance is required, for

example, medical evacuations, and the destination of the wunits.

5.12.3 The on~scene commander or the co-ordinator surface search

should immediately notify the rescue co-ordination centre or rescue
sub-centre vwhen the search has been successful.

5.13 Search unsuccessful

5.13.1 The search should only be terminated when there is no longer

any reascnable hope of rescuing survivors.

5.13.2 The rescue co-ordination centre or rescue sub-centre
co~ordinating the search and rescue operaticns should normally be
responsible for terminating the search.

5.13.3 In remote ocean areas not under the responsibility of a rescue
co-ordination centre or where the responsible centre is not in a
position to co-ordinate the search and rescue operations, the on-scene
commander or the co-ordinator surface search may take responsibility

for terminating the search.

CHAPTER 6

SHIP REPORTING SYSTEMS
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6.1 General

6.1.1 Parties should establish a ship reporting system for application
vithin any search and rescue region for which they are responsible,
where this is considered necessary to facilitate search and rescue

cperaticns and is deemed practicable.

6.1.2 Parties contemplating the institution of a ship reporting
system should take account of the relevant recommendations of the
Organization.

6.1.3 The ship reporting system should provide up-to-date information
on the movements of vessels in order, in the event of a distress
ineident:

-1 to reduce the interval between the loss of contact with
a vessel and the initiation of search and rescue operations

in cases where no distress signal has been received;

.2 to permit rapid determination of vessels which may be called

upon to provide assistance;

.3 to permit delineation of a search area of limited size in
case the position of a vessel in distress is uninown or

uacertain; and

.4 to facilitate the provision of urgent medical assistance or
advice to vessels not carrying a doctor.

6.2 Overational requirements

6.2.1 To achieve the objectives set out in paragrapn 6.1.3, the ship

reporting system should satisfy the following operational requirements:

.1 provision of information, including sailing plans and positico
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regorts, vhich would make it possible to predict the future

positions of participating vessels;

.2 maintenance of a shipping plot;

.3 receipt of reports at appropriate intervals from participating

vessels;

.4 simplicity in system design and operation; and
.5 use of an internationally agreed standard skip reporting
format and internationally agreed standard procedures.

6.3 Types of reports

6.3.1 A ship reporting system should incorporate the following reports:
.1l Sailiang slan - giving name, call sign or ship station
identity, date and time (in GMT) of departure, details of
the vessel's point of departure, next port of call, intended

route, speed and expected date and time (in GMT) of arrival.

Significant changes should be reported as soon as possible.

.2 Position report - giving name, call sign or ship station

identity, date and time (in GMT), position, course and speed.

.3 Final report - giving name, call sign or ship station identity,
date and time (in GMT) of arrival at destination or of

leaving the area covered by the system.

6.4 Use of systems

Ll
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6.4.1 Parties should encourage all vessels to report their positions
vhen travelling in areas where arrangements have been made to collect

information on positions for search and rescue purposes.

6.4.2 Parties recording information on the position of vessels should
disseminate, so far as practicable, such information to other States

vhen so requested for search and rescue purposes.
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