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instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession in
accordance with Article XIII.

(2) The Secretary-General shall inform all States that have signed
the Convention or acceded to it of the date on which it enters into

force.

(3) Any instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession
deposited during the twelve months referred to in paragraph (1) shall
take effect on the coming into force of the Convention or three months
after the deposit of such instrument, whichever is the later date.

(4) Any instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession
deposited after the date on which the Convention enters into force
shall take effect three months after the date of deposit.

(5) After the date on which an amendment is deemed to have been
accepted under Article XII, any instrument of ratification, acceptance,
approval or accession deposited shall apply to the Convention as

amended.

ARTICLE XV
Denunciation

(1) The Convention may be denounced by any Party at any time after
five years from the date on which the Convention entered into force
for that Party.

(2) Denunciation shall be effected by notification in writing to the
Secretary-General who shall inform all other Parties and the
Director-General of the International Labour Office of any such
notification received and of the date of its receipt as well as the

date on which such denunciation takes effect.

(3) A denunciation shall take effect twelve months after receipt of

(e
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the notification of denunciation by the Secretary-General or after any

longer period which may be indicated in the notification.

ARTICLE XVI

Deposit and Registration

(1) The Convention shall be deposited with the Secretary-General
who shall transmit certified true copies thereof to all States

that have signed the Convention or acceded to it.

(2) As soon as the Convention enters into force, the Secretary-
General shall transmit the text to the Secretary-General of the
United Nations for registration and publication, in accordance

with Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations.

ARTICLE XVII

Languages

The Convention is established in a single copy in the Chinese,
English, French, Russian and Spanish languages, each text being equally
authentic.  Official translations in the Arabic and German languages

shall be prepared and deposited with the signed original.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly authorized by
their respective Governments for that purpose, have signed the

Convention.

DONE AT LONDON this seventh day of July, one thousand nine
hundred and seventy-eight.
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ANNEX

CHAPTER I

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Regulation I/1

Definitions

For the purpose of this Convention, unless expressly provided

otherwise:

(a)

(v)

(e)

(d)

(f)

(g)

(n)

"Regulations" means Regulations contained in the Annex to the

Convention;

"Approved" means approved by the Administration;

"Master" means the person having command of & ship;

"Officer" means a member of the crew, other than the master,
designated as such by national law or regulations or in the

absence of such designation by collective agreement or custom;

"Deck officer" means a qualified officer in the deck

department;

"Chief mate" means the deck officer rext in rank to the
master and upon whom the command of the ship will fall in

event of the incapacity of the master;

"Engineer officer" means a qualified officer in the engine

department ;

"Chief engineer officer" means the senior engineer officer,

responsible for the mechanical propulsion of the ship;

S
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Rl I d %ﬁﬁi; 1/_&\ &ﬁ:ﬁ@&@ﬁﬁﬂ%%%ﬁ%% (i) "Second engineer officer" means the engineer officer next in
ER«CE ) /L\ ﬁ%:ﬁﬂ*ﬁ.uﬂ@ hé%ADK%%@&@&%K rank to the chief engineer officer and upon whom the

@L*_E&%En*ié I Q0 Q N O responsibility for the mechanical propulsion of the ship
- will fall in the event of the incapacity of the chief

engineer officer;

‘- ’ 3 =

z ﬂﬂ%iuﬂ; A wﬁﬂmaﬁvf_&v@tb @sﬂwﬁ.&_ﬁxw (j) T"Assistant engineer officer" means a person under training
v 5 vOiﬁm\;b AR @mn&%a Ioﬁﬁim\(_ - T.Dk.brm/ to become an engineer officer and designated as such by
RV L0200 5 ® national law or regulations;

m [ 32 8 ¥y I Hy A’ ﬂmﬁvﬁ%ﬁw@m&b MU RQ L) g (k) "Radio officer" means & person holding a first class or

nl/ﬁm%w*c-ﬂ.t&m _ .&%E.L/\mmﬁm_ _&@.ﬁmﬁmﬁusﬁwﬁ%tﬁmﬂﬁ second class radiotelegraph operator's certificate or a

radiocommunication operator's general certificate for the

isxuﬁigﬁ%ﬁ SHL @.ﬂmmﬁwﬂ@mi ﬂ .&«ﬂ%is%ﬁx#ﬁ maritime mobile service issued under the provisions of the

= v@#ﬁm\ €0 T\ mm..r_ L .H hs vOuAAW N .mKAr_ (SRS @%xﬁ Radio Regulations, who is employed in the radiotelegraph
2 Oﬁmﬁ%%%%ﬁ.ﬁ% [WEN] %%*é.ﬂv@%%@.ﬁmﬁ station of & ship which is required to have such a station
_m%_ﬁmm KQE.T R-2Q N 5 O by the International Convention for the Safety of Life at
Sea;
m ﬁ%ﬁﬁ@%ﬁ%i; VL2 .%mﬁwﬁ%thmmmkb N EVEUEYY (1) "Radiotelephone operator" means a person holding an
vJ lh}%%ﬁé.ﬂtwﬁ%ﬁa_ﬂm%%%@x#ﬁf .,O#ﬁ.&a |\v P appropriate certificate issued under the provisions of the
Radio Regulations;
m [Rm | 4" %ERU&EU” eEEQ %ﬁaﬁ,&_ i (m) "Rating" means a member of the ship's crew other than the
O master or an officer;
@ _‘ﬁmﬁﬁmmm._ Lgu‘ m%gwrﬂ%ﬂ %o Wv@ﬂmmf.b O 1 (n) "Near-coastal voyages" means voyages in the vicinity of a
%y&wﬁ%@ Q &mb Q-0 5 0 Party as defined by that Party;
@ ﬂ&ﬁw.ﬂ._ ..C‘-lm\ %mwﬁmﬁw_mis% @@@AA%.VA%K?E (o) "Propulsion power" means the power in kilowatts which
%ﬂx:.nf I\V 4o Lui_mmm._ﬂ& t\va)o (€°5)) appears on the ship's Certificate of Registry or other

official document;*

H REHBHAL YO UENM L HBE O VO HB MR o
BEKHRRREIR 02 Q VB L 0°

@ ﬂﬂmﬁwﬁ_ﬁﬁmﬁﬁx_ —luHm\ m%AD ,L._mnlv\ ﬁmﬁwﬁﬁﬁﬁ%\ (p) "Radio duties" include, as appropriate, watchkeeping and

ﬁLn_ v .hn 1 v@.AAW@.mKAL SR @%RX%&U\I%&NNWE technical maintenance and repairs in accordance with the

E@ﬁiy ) I@W%ﬁttﬁ% AIMCOV @ﬁ.ﬁ&@ *@v@ﬁ Radio Regulations, the International Convention for the
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(a)

Safety of Life at Sea and, at the discretion of each

Administration, the relevant IMCO recommendations;

"0il tanker" means & ship constructed and used for the

carriage of petroleum and petroleum products in bulk;

"Chemical tanker" means a ship constructed and used for the
carriage in bulk of any liquid chemical listed in the IMCO
"Code for the Construction and Equipment of Ships carrying
Dangerous Chemicals in Bulk";

"Liquefied gas tanker" means a ship constructed and used for
the carriage in bulk of any liquefied gas listed in the IMCO
"Code for the Construction and Equipment of Ships carrying
Liquefied Gases in Bulk".

Regulation I/2

Content of Certificates and Form of Endorsement

1. Certificates shall be in the official language or languages of

the issuing country.

If the language used is not English, the text

shall include a translation into that language.

2. In respect of radio officers and radiotelephone operators,

Administrations may:

(a)

include the additional knowledge required by the relevant
Regulations of the Annex to the Convention in the
examination for the issue of a certificate complying with
the Radio Regulations; or

issue a separate certificate indicating that the holder
has the additional knowledge required by the Annex to the

Convention.
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3. The form of certificate endorsement required by Article VI of

the Convention shall be as follows:

Form of Endorsement of Certificates

ENDORSEMENT OF CERTIFICATES

(Official Seal) (Country)

Issued under the provisions of the
International Convention on Standards of
Training, Certification and Watchkeeping

for Seafarers, 1978

Either* ( The Government of (name) certifies
( I, the undersigned certify
that the present Certificate/Certificate No: ,....** is issued to

........................... (full name of person), who has been found
duly qualified in accordance with the provisions of Regulation ........
of the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification
and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, 85 .......... #4% yith the
following limitations only:

Insert here )
limitations )
or "none" as )
appropriate. )

Signed ...ioviiiiiiiiinnan

(0fficial Seal) (Name and signature of duly

authorized official)

Date of birth of the holder of the Certificate:

Signature of the holder of the Certificate:
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* Use one line or the other.
#%  Delete as appropriate.

*#%  TInsert Convention grade or class of Certificate.

Regulation I/3

Principles Governing Near-Coastal Vo,

1. Any Party defining near-coastal voyages for the purpose of the
Convention shall not impose training, experience or certification
requirements on the seafarers serving on board the ships entitled to
fly the flag of another Party and engaged on such voyages in a manner
resulting in more stringent requirements for such seafarers than for
seafarers serving on board ships entitled to fly its own flag. In no
case shall any such Party impose requirements in respect of seafarers
serving on board ships entitled to fly the flag of another Party in
excess of those of the Convention in respect of ships not engaged on
near-coastal voyages.

2. With respect to ships entitled to fly the flag of a Party
regularly engaged on near-coastal voyages off the coast of another
Party, the Party whose flag the ship is entitled to fly shall
prescribe training, experience and certification requirements for
seafarers serving on such ships at least equal to those of the Party
off whose coast the ship is engaged, provided that they do not exceed
the requirements of the Convention in respect of ships not engaged on
near-coastal voyages. A ship which extends its voyage beyond what is
defined as a near-coastal voyage by & Party and enters waters not
covered by that definition shall fulfil the requirements of the
Convention without relaxation under this Regulation.

3. A Party may afford a ship which is entitled to fly its flag the

benefits of the near-coastal voyages provisions of the Convention when

|11
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it is regularly engaged off the coast of & uon-Party on near-coastal
voyages as defined by the Party.

4,  Nothing in this Regulation shall in any way limit the jurisdiction
of any State, whether or not a Party to the Convention.

Regulation I/k
Control Procedures

1. Control exercised by a duly authorized control officer under
Article X shall be limited to the following:

(a) verification in accordance witk Article X(1) that all
seafarers serving on board who are required to be
certificated by the Convention hold a valid certificate

or a valid dispensation;

(b) assessment of the ability of the seafarers of the ship to
maintain watchkeeping standards as required by the
Convention if there are grounds for believing that such
standards are not being maintained because, while in the
port of a Party or in the approaches to that Port, the
following have occurred:

(i) the ship has been involved in a collision, grounding

or stranding; or

(ii) there has been a discharge of substances from the ship
when underway, at anchor or at berth which is illegal

under international conventions; or
(iii) the ship has been manceuvred in an erratic or unsafe

manner or navigational course markers or traffic

separation schemes have not been followed.
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2. The control officer shall provide written information to the
master of the ship and the appropriate representative of the flag
State according to Article X if, as a result of control action taken
in accordance with paragraph 1, any of the following deficiencies are
revealed:

(a) failure of seafarers, required to hold a certificate, to

have an appropriate valid certificate or valid dispensation;

(b) failure of navigational or engineering watch arrangements to
conform to the requirements specified for the ship by the
flag State;

(c) absence in a watch of a person qualified to operate
equipment essential to safe navigation or the prevention of

pollution;

(d) inability of the master to provide rested persons for the
first watch at the commencement of a voyage and subsequent
relieving watches.

3. Failures to correct the deficiencies referred to in

paragraph 2{a) - to the extent that they relate to the certificates
of the master, chief engineer officer and officers in charge of
navigational and engineering watches and, where relevant, the radio
officer - and in paragraph 2(b}, shall be the only grounds under
Article X on vhich a Party may detain a ship.

CHAPTER IT

MASTER - DECK DEPARTMENT

Regulation II/1

Basic Principles to be Observed in Keeping

a Navigational Watch

1. Parties shall direct the attention of shipowners, ship operators,

masters and watchkeeping personnel to the following principles which

[+
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shall be observed to ensure that a safe navigational watch is maintained
at all times.

2. The master of every ship is bound to ensure that watchkeeping
arrangements are adequate for maintaining a safe navigational watch.
Under the master's general direction, the officers of the watch are
responsible for navigating the ship safely during their periods of

duty when they will be particularly concerned with avoiding collision
and stranding.

3. The basic principles, including but not limited to the following,

shall be taken into account on all ships.

L. Watch arrangements

(a) The composition of the watch shall at all times be adequate and
appropriate to the prevailing circumstances and conditions and shall

take into account the need for maintaining a proper look-out.

() When deciding the composition of the watch on the bridge which

may include appropriate deck ratings, the following factors, inter

alia, shall be taken into account:

(i) at no time shall the bridge be left unattended;

(ii) weather conditions, visibility and whether there is daylight
or darkness;

(iii) proximity of navigational hazards which may make it necessary
for the officer in charge of the watch to carry out

additional navigational duties;

(iv) use and operationel condition of navigational aids such
as radar or electronic position-indicating devices and any

other equipment affecting the safe navigation of the ship;

(v) whether the ship is fitted with automatic steering;
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(vi) any unusual demands on the navigational watch that may

arise as a result of special operational circumstances.

5. Fitness for duty

The watch system shall be such that the efficiency of watch-
keeping officers and watchkeeping ratings is not impaired by fatigue.
Duties shall be so organized that the first watch at the commencement
of a voyage and the subsequent relieving watches are sufficiently

rested and otherwise fit for duty.

6. Navigation
(a) The intended voyage shall be planned in advance taking into
consideration all pertinent information and any course laid down

shall be checked before the voyage commences.

{b) During the watch the course steered, position and speed shall
be checked at sufficiently frequent intervals, using any available
navigational aids necessary, to ensure that the ship follows the

planned course.

{c) The officer of the watch shall have full knowledge of the
location and operation of all safety and navigational equipment on
board the ship and shall be aware and take account of the operating

limitations of such equipment.

(d) The officer in charge of a navigational watch shall not be
assigned or undertake any duties which would interfere with the
safe navigation of the ship.

7. Navigational equipment

(a) The officer of the watch shall make the most effective use of
all navigational equipment at his disposal.

(b) When using radar, the officer of the watch shall bear in mind

frid
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the necessity to comply at all times with the provisions on the use
of radar contained in the applicable regulations for preventing
collisions at sea.

(c) 1In cases of need the officer of the watch shall not hesitate to

use the helm, engines and sound signalling apparatus.

8. Navigational duties and responsibilities

(a) The officer in charge of the watch shall:

(i) keep his watch on the bridge which he shall in no

circumstances leave until properly relieved;

(ii) continue to be responsible for the safe navigation of the
ship, despite the presence of the master on the bridge,
until the master informs him specifically that he has assumed
that responsibility and this is mutually understood;

(ii1) notify the master when in any doubt as to what action to
take in the interest of safety;

(iv) not hand over the watch to the relieving officer if he
has reason to believe that the latter is obviously not
capable of carrying out his duties effectively, in which
case he shall notify the master accordingly.

(b) On taking over the watch the relieving officer shall satisfy
himself as to the ship's estimated or true position and confirm
its intended track, course and speed and shall note any dangers to

navigation expected to be encountered during his watch.

(c) A proper record shall be kept of the movements and activities

during the watch relating to the navigation of the ship.

9. Look-out
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In addition to maintaining a proper look-out for the purpose
of fully appraising the situation and the risk of collision,
stranding and other dangers to navigation, the duties of the look-
out shall include the detection of ships or aircraft in distress,
shipwrecked persons, wrecks and debris,

the following shall be observed:

In maintaining a look-out

(a) the look-out must be able to give full attention to the
keeping of a proper look-out and no other duties shall
be undertaken or assigned which could interfere with
that task;

{b) the duties of the look-out and helmsman are separate and
the helmsman shall not be considered to be the look-out
while steering, except in small ships where an
unobstructed all-round view is provided at the steering
position and there is no impairment of night vision or
other impediment to the keeping of a proper look-out.

The officer in charge of the watch may be the sole look-out

in daylight provided that on each such occasion:

(i) the situation has been carefully assessed and it
has been established without doubt that it is safe

to do so;

(ii) full account has been taken of all relevant factors

including, but not limited to:

- state of weather

- visibility

- traffic density

- proximity of danger to navigation

- the attention necessary when navigating in or near
traffic separation schemes;

[EES
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(iii) assistance is immediately available to be summoned
to the bridge when any change in the situation so

requires.

10. Navigation with pilot embarked

Despite the duties and obligations of a pilot, his presence on
board does not relieve the master or officer in charge of the watch
from their duties and obligations for the safety of the ship. The
master and the pilot shall exchange information regarding navigation
procedures, local conditions and the ship's characteristics, The
master and officer of the watch shall co-operate closely with the
pilot and maintain an accurate check of the ship's position and

movement .

11. Protection of the marine environment

The master and officer in charge of the watch shall be aware of
the serious effects of operational or accidental pollution of the
marine environment and shall take all possible precautions to prevent
such pollution, particularly within the framework of relevant inter-
national and port regulations.

Regulation II/2

Mandatory Minimum Requirements for Certification
of Masters and Chief Mates of Ships of
200 Gross Register Tons or More

Master and chief mate of ships of 1 600 gross register tons or more

1. Every master and chief mate of & sea-going ship of 1 600 gross

register tons or more shall hold an appropriate certificate.

2. Every candidate for certification shall:
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(a)

(v)

(e)

satisfy the Administration as to medical fitness, particularly

regarding eyesight and hearing;

meet the requirements for certification as an officer in
charge of a navigational watch on ships of 200 gross
register tons or more and have approved sea-going service

in that capacity:

(i) for certification as chief mate, not less than 18
months; however, this period may be reduced to not
less than 12 months if the Administration requires
special training which it considers to be equivalent
to at least six months' service as officer in charge

of a navigational watch;

(ii) for certification as master, not less than 36 months;
however, this period may be reduced to not less than
24 months if not less than 12 months of such sea-going
service has been served as chief mate, or if the
Administration requires special training which it

considers to be equivalent to such service;

have passed appropriate examination to the satisfaction of
the Administration. Such examination shall include the
material set out in the Appendix to this Regulation,
except that the Administration may vary these examination
requirements for masters and chief mates of ships of
limited size engaged on near-coastal voyages, as it
considers necessary, bearing in mind the effect on the
safety of all ships which may be operating in the

same waters.
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Master and chief mate of ships of between 200 and 1 600 gross
register tons

3. Every master and chief mate of a sea-going ship of between 200

and 1 600 gross register tons shall hold an appropriate certificate.

L. Every candidate for certification shall:

(a) satisfy the Administration as to medical fitness,

particularly regarding eyesight and hearing;

{b) (i) for certification as chief mate, meet the requirements
of an officer in charge of a navigational watch on

ships of 200 gross register tons or more;

(ii) for certification as master, meet the requirements of
an officer in charge of a navigational watch on
ships of 200 gross register tons or more and have
approved sea-going service in that capacity of not
less than 36 months; however, this period may be
reduced to not less than 24 months if not less than
12 months of such sea-going service has been served as
chief mate, or if the Administration requires special
training which it considers to be equivalent to

such service;

(c) have passed appropriate examination to the satisfaction of
the Administration. Such examination shall include the

material set out in the Appendix, except that the

Administration may vary these examination requirements

for masters and chief mates of ships engaged on near—
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coastal voyages, as it considers appropriate, to exclude
such material as is not applicable to the waters or ships
concerned, bearing in mind the effect on the safety of all

ships which may be operating in the same waters.

General

5. The level of knowledge required under the different headings of
the Appendix may be varied according to whether the certificate is
being issued at master or chief mate level, and according to whether
the certificate or certificates is applicable to ships of 1 600 gross
register tons or more, or to ships of between 200 and 1 600 gross

register tons.

Appendix to Regulation II/2

Minimum Knowledge Required for Certification of
Masters and Chief Mates of Ships of 200 Gross

Register Tons or More

1. The syllabus given below is compiled for examination of
candidates for certification as master or chief mate of ships of
200 gross register tons or more. It is intended to expand and extend
in depth the subjects contained in Regulation II/L - "Mandatory
Minimum Requirements for Certification of Officers in Charge of a
Navigational Watch on Ships of 200 Gross Register Tons or More".
Bearing in mind that a master has ultimate responsibility for the
safety of the ship, its passengers, crew and cargo, and that a chief
mate shall be in a position to assume that responsidbility at any time,
examination in these subjects shall be designed to test their ability
to assimilate all available information that affects the safety of

the ship.
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2. Navigation and position determination

| nlEl

(a) Voyage planning and navigation for all conditions:

(i) by acceptable methods of plotting ocean tracks;

(ii) within restricted waters;

(iii) in ice;

(iv) 1in restricted visibility;

(v) in traffic separation schemes;

(vi) in areas of extensive tidal effects.

(b) Position determination:

(i) by celestial observations, including the use of sun, stars,
moon and planets;

(ii) by terrestrial observations, including the ability to use
bearings from landmarks and aids to navigation such as
lighthouses, beacons and buoys in conjunction with
appropriate charts, notices to mariners and other
publications to assess the accuracy of the resulting
position fix;

(iii) wusing all modern ship electronic navigational aids to the
satisfaction of the Administration, with specific knowledge
of their operating principles, limitations, sources of error,
detection of misrepresentation of information and methods

of correction to obtain accurate position fixing.

3.  Watchkeeping
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{(a) Demonstrate thorough knowledge of content, application and
intent of the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at

Sea, including those Annexes concerned with safe navigation.

(b) Demonstrate knowledge of Regulation II/1 - "Basic Principles to

be Observed in Keeping a Navigational Watch".

4.  Radar equipment

Demonstrate in conjunction with the use of radar simulator or,
when not avilable, manceuvring board, knowledge of the fundamentals
of radar and ability in the operation and use of radar, and in the
interpretation and analysis of information obtained from this

equipment, including:

(a) factors affecting performance and accuracy;
(b) setting up and maintaining displays;

(c) detection of misrepresentation of information, false

echoes, sea return, ete;
(d) range and bearing;
(e) identification of critical echoes;
(f) course and speed of other ships;

(g) time and distance of closest approach of crossing, meeting

or overtaking ships;
(h) detecting course and speed changes of other ships;
(i) effect of changes in own ship's course or speed or both;

(j) eapplication of the International Regulations for

Preventing Collisions at Sea.

Compasses - magnetic and gyro

Ability to determine and correct the errors of the magnetic and

| 1
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gyro-compasses and knowledge of the means for correcting such errors.

6. Meteorology and oceanograph

(a) Demonstrate the ability to understand and interpret a synoptic
chart and to forecast area weather, taking into account local weather

conditions.

(b} Knowledge of the characteristics of various weather systems,
including tropical revolving storms and avoidance of storm centres
and the dangerous quadrants.

(c) Knowledge of ocean current systems.

(d) Ability to use all appropriate navigational publications on tides
and currents, including those in the English language.

(e) Ability to calculate tidal conditions.

T. Ship manceuvring and handlin,

Manceuvring and handling of a ship in all conditions, including
the following:

(a) manoeuvres when approaching pilot vessels or stations
with due regard to weather, tide, headreach and stopping

distances;

(b} handling a ship in rivers, estuaries, etc., having regard
to the effects of current, wind and restricted water on

the response to the helm;

(c¢) manoeuvring in shallow water, including the reduction in

/

keel clearance due to the effect of mﬂchﬁw , rolling and

pitching;

1/ Squat: the decrease in clearance beneath a ship which occurs
when the ship moves through the water and is caused both
by bodily sinkage and by change of trim. The effect
is accentuated in shallow water and is reduced with a
reduction in ship's speed.





