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ANNEX E.2.

Annex
concerning transhipment

Introduction

It often occurs for reasons of trade or
transport that goods are imported into the Customs
territory of a country in order to be transferred
from the importing means of transport to another
means of transport in which they then leave that
territory for their destination.

Frequently the importation, transfer of goods
from one means of transport to another and exportation
all take place within the area of a single Customs
office, and to facilitate such operations the
legislation of some countries contains a procedure
which enables them to be carried out under Customs
control without payment of import or export duties
and taxes. This procedure, under which a simple
control system is generally used, is called tranship-
ment and is the subject of this Annex.

The Annex does not apply to goods which on
arrival in the Customs territory of a country are
already under a Customs procedure (such as Customs
transit) and are transferred from one means of
transport to another during the course of that
procedure, such transfer being dealt with by the
Customs under the procedure already in operation.
Nor does the Annex apply to goods carried by post
or in travellers' baggage.
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(a)

(v)

(c)

(a)

(e)

(£)

O
Definitions

For the purposes of this Annex:

the term "transhipment" means the Customs
procedure under which goods are transferred
under Customs control from the importing means
of transport to the exporting means of transport
within the area of one Customs office which is
the office of both importation and exportation;

the term "Goods declaration" means a statement
made in the form prescribed by the Customs by
which the persons interested indicate the
particular Customs procedure to be applied to -
the goods and furnish the particulars which the
Customs require to be declared for the applica-
tion of that procedure;

the term "declarant" means the person who signs
a Goods declaration or in whose name it is
signed;

the term "means of transport" means any ship
or other vessel, aircraft, hovercraft, road
vehicle (including trailers and semi-trailers)
or railway wagon;

the term "import duties and taxes" means
Customs duties and all other duties, taxes,
fees or other charges which are collected on
or in connexion with the importation of goods
but not including fees and charges which are
limited in amount to the approximate cost of
services rendered;

the term "export duties and taxes" means
Customs duties and all other duties, taxes,
fees or other charges which are collected on
or in connexion with the exportation of goods
but not including fees and charges which are
limited in amount to the approximate cost of
services rendered;
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(g) the term "Customs control" means measures
applied to ensure compliance with the laws
and regulations which the Customs are responsible
for enforcing;

(h) the term "security" means that which ensures
to the satisfaction of the Customs that an
obligation to the Customs will be fulfilled.

Security is described as "general" when it
ensures that the obligations arising from
several operations will be fulfilled;

(ij) the term "person" means both natural and legal
persons, unless the context otherwise requires.

Principles

1. Standard

Transhipment shall be governed by the provisions
of this Annex.

2. Standard
National legislation shall specify the condi-

tions to be fulfilled and the formalities to be

accomplished for the purposes of transhipment.

3. Standard
Goods admitted to transhipment shall not be

subjected to the payment of import duties and taxes

or export duties and taxes provided the conditions

laid down by the Customs authorities are complied

with.

4. Standard

Transhipment shall not be refused solely on

41
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the grounds of the country of origin of the goods,
the country whence they arrived or the country of
destination.

The declarant

5. Standard

Any person having the right to dispose of the
goods shall be entitled to declare them for
transhipment.

Notes
1. The declarant need not be the owner of the
goods; he may be, for example, the carrier, the

forwarding agent, the consignee or an agent approved
by the Customs.

2. The Customs authorities may require the
declarant to establish his right to dispose of the
goods.
€. Standard

The declarant shall be responsible to the

Customs authorities for compliance with the
obligations incurred under transhipment.

General provisions

7. Standard

Priority shall be given to the Customs
operations relating to live animals,perishable goods
and other urgent consignments which are to be
transhipped and for which rapid transport is
essential.
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8. Standard

At the request of the person concerned, and
for reasons deemed valid by the Customs authorities,
the latter shall, insofar as their administrative
organization permits, perform the functions laid
down for the purposes of transhipment outside the
business hours of the Customs office, it being
understood that the expenses entailed may be
charged to the person concerned.

Admission to transhipment

(a) Declaration

9. Recommended Practice

Only one Goods declaration should be required
for the purposes of transhipment.

10. Recommended Practice

Any commercial or transport document setting
out clearly the necessary particulars should be
accepted as the descriptive part of the Goods
declaration for transhipment.

(b) Security

11. Standard
The form in which security, if any, is to be

provided for the purposes of transhipment shall be

laid down in national legislation or determined by

the Customs authorities in accordance with national

legislation.

12. Recommended Practice

The choice between the various acceptable

il
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PHE
forms of security should be left to the declarant.
13. Standard
The Customs authorities shall determine the
amount in which security is to be provided for the
transhipment operation.
14, Standard
When security is required to ensure that the
obligations arising from several transhipment
operations will be fulfilled, the Customs authorities
shall accept a general security.

15. Recommended Practice

The amount of any security should be set as
low as possible having regard to the import duties
and taxes or export duties and taxes potentially
chargeable.

(¢) Exemination and identification of goods

16. Recommended Practice

Good declared for transhipment should be
examined by the Customs authorities only where
there are special circumstances in which examination
is deemed to be necessary.

17. Recommended Practice
When they consider it necessary, the Customs

authorities should take action at importation to

ensure that the goods to be transhipped will be

identifiable at exportation and that unauthorized

interference will be readily detectable.

(d) Additional control measures

18. Standard
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Only when they consider such a measure to be
indispensable shall be Customs authorities:

(a) require goods to follow a prescribed
itinerary; or

(b) require goods to be transported under
Customs escort.

19. Standard

When the Customs authorities prescribe a time
limit for the exporration of goods declared for
transhipment, they shall take account of the particular
circumstances of the transhipment operation.

20. Recommended Practice

At the request of the person concerned, and for
reasons the Customs authorities deem valid, the
latter should extend any period initially fixed.

(e) Authorized operations

21. Recommended Practice

At the request of the person concerned, and
subject to such conditions as they may lay down, the
Customs authorities should as far as possible allow
goods in transhipment to undergo operations likely to
facilitate their exportation.

Note
These operations may include regrouping,

repacking, remarking, sampling and repair or change
of damaged packings.

Termination of transhipment
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22. Standard

When it has been established to the satisfaction
of the competent Customs authorities that the person
concerned has fulfilled his obligations in respect

of transhipment, any security given shall be discharged

without delay.

23. Recommended Practice

Failure of follow a prescribed itinerary or to
comply with a prescribed time limit should not
entail the collection of any import duties and taxes
or export duties and taxes potentially chargeable
orovided the Customs authorities are satisfied that
3ll other requirements have been met.

24, Standard

Total or partial exemption, as the case wmay be,
rom payment of any import duties and taxes normally
chargeable shall be granted in respect of goods
lamaged, destroyed or irrecoverably lost by accident
v force majeure or short for reasons due to their
1ature during a transhipment operation provided that
he facts are duly established to the satisfaction
»f the Customs authorities.

Note

At the request of the person concerned, remnants
of goods covered by this Standard may be:

(a) cleared for home use in their existing
state as if they had been imported in that
state; or

(b) exported; or

(c) rendered commercially valueless under
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Customs control, without expense to the
Revenue, or

(d) with the consent of the Customs authorities,
abandoned free of all expenses to the
Revenue.

Information concerning transhipment

25. Standard

The Customs authorities shall ensure that all
relevant information concerning transhipment is
readily available to any person interested.
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