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AGREEMENT
ON THE RESCUE OF ASTRONAUTS, THE RETURN OF
ASTRONAUTS AND THE RETURN OF OBJECTS LAUNCHED
INTO OUTER SPACE

The Contracting Parties,

Noting the great importance of the Treaty on Principles Governing the
Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including
the Zou_, m:a 052 no_am:u_ Bodies, which calls tor the rendering ot all
in the cvent of accident, distress or
oEaE«nQ landing, Ea prompt and safe return of astronauts, and the return
of objects launched into outer space,

Desiring to develop and give further concrete expression to these duties,

Wishing to p ional i in the peaceful
exploration and use of outer space,
Prompted by i of h

Have agreed on the following: —

ARTICLE ]

Each Contracting Party which receives information or discovers that
the personnel of a spacecraft have suffered accident or are experiencing
conditions of distress or have made an emergency or unintended landing in
territory under its jurisdiction or on the high seas or in any other place not
under the jurisdiction of any State shall immediately :

(a) notify Bn launching u:Eo:G or, if it cannot R_ng@ and immediately

with the | ing authority, i ly make a public
announcement by all appropriate means of communication at its
disposal;

(b) notify the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who should

a_mmaa_uw.n the information without delay by all appropriate means
of ion at his di 1

IR
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ARTICLB 2

If, owing to distress, or ded landing, ths
personnel of a spacecraft land in territory under the jurisdiction of a
Contracting Party, it shall immediately take all possible steps to rescue them
and render them all necessary assistance. It shall inform the launching
authority and also the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the steps
it is taking and of their progr If assi by the I ing authori
would help to effect a prompt rescue or would contributc substantially to
the effectiveness of search and rescue operations, the launching authority
shall co-operate with the Contracting Party with a view to the effective
conduct of search and rescue operations. Such operations shall be subject
to the direction and control of the Contracting Party, which shall act in
close and inui Itation with the I hi hority,

:d

Y

ArTICLE 3

If information is received or it is discovered that the personnel of a
spacecraft have alighted on the high seas or in any other place not under
the jurisdiction of any State, those Contracting Parties which arc in a
position to do so shall, if necessary, extend assistance in search and rescue
operations for such personnel to assure their speedy rescue. They shall
inform the launching aythority and the Secretary-General of the United
Nations of the steps they are taking and of their progress.
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ARTICLE 4

If, owing to distress, or ded landing, the
personnel of a spacecraft land in territory under the jurisdiction of a
Contracting Party or have been found on the high seas or in any other place
oot under the jurisdiction of any State, they shall be safely and promptly
ives of the I hi

returned to

authority.

ARTICLE §

1. Each Contracting Party which receives information or discovers that
a space object or its component parts has returned to Earth in territory under
its jurisdiction or on the high seas or in amy other place not under the
jurisdiction of anmy State, shall notify the launching authority and the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

2. Each Contracting Party having jurisdiction over the territory on which
a space object or its component parts has been discovered shall, upon the
request of the launching authority and with assistance from that authority
if requested. take such steps as it finds practicable to recover the object or
component parts.

3. Upon request of the L hi hority, objects 1 hed into outer
space or their component parts found beyond the territorial limits of the
launching authority shall be returned to or held at the disposal of

p ives of the I hi hority, which shall. upon request, furnish
identifying data prior to their return.

4. Notwithstanding paragraphs 2 and 3 of this Article, a Contracting
Party which has reason to believe that a space object or its component parts
discovered in territory under its jurisdicti or by it elsewhere,
is of a hazardous or deletcrious nature may so notify the launching authority,
which shall immediately take effective steps, under the direction and control
of the said C ing Party, to elimi possible danger of harm.

5. Expenses incurred in fulfilling obligations to recover and return a
space object or its component parts under paragraphs 2 and 3 of this Article
shall be borne by the launching authority.

I Rnl



IHERRN RS

QI R0 BT 220" TSR v KBRS
RS N L C LW~ re®
- NSO CREURRL-0 EREHS THCHEESK
HQRERIULIVRROXBCCECMELL I VERD
RIHEREX SV OHERRS Q&M BHIW2 L -04D
48 r0 VUl 1@ U i = QB R o0 reIRo ) 187 o IR Y
WD B et VR e’ HEIRGUIG SV R
FE R B0V LK R vE N oL E" ATSE
SHQCISE USRI C - 17 a0t REK S v HI R 40 A0 0Q°
0 RS CRFU S HEREN I CERBRVERD
RS I 4 QR IR o @ 12 QLB D UHKEE 187 S
QI R Q°

WAl H

HEENCEERY [RHLHER v mHr Q2 wipd
T R EX B FEEE S ERER SR L 0 S WikdHw
T rooRdo 7 ATISEER R S n° QU AR
ETE L CHERCHL RERSHR ST vigino" & O
MNEEEFEERC EEFCEHHE R CEEX STV CECK
ot DPHHEEHEE Q B KX SRR 1 A0 O F I IR A0 i 4 n0 10
= LR ek € R F 6 euR o L B v

RO

|~

HEHEHET MNSUSF ¢ WYSHUER VRV »f

| REI
ARTICLE 6
For the purposes of this A the term “I hi hority ** shall
refer to the State responsible for launching, or, where an international
inter-gov 1 organizati is ponsi for 1 hi that
organization, provided that that organization declares its of the

rights and obligations provided for in this Agreement and a majority of the
States members of that organization are Contracting Parties to this Agreement
and to the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activitics of States in the
Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial
Bodies.

ARTICLE 7

1. This Agreement shall be open to all States for signature. Any State
which does not sign this Agreement before its entry into force in accordance
with paragraph 3 of this Article may accede to it at any time.
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2. This Agreement shall be subject to ratification by signatory States.

Instruments of ratification and instruments of accession shall be deposited
with the Governments of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of
Amcrica, which are hereby designated the Depositary Governments.

3. This Agreement shall enter into force upon the deposit of instruments
of ratification by five Governments including the Governments designated
as Depositary Governments under this Agreement.

4. For States whose instruments of ratification or accession are
deposited subsequent to the entry into force of this Agreement, it shall enter
into force on the date of the deposit of their instruments of ratification or
accession.

5. The Depositary Governments shall promptly inform all signatory and
acceding States of the date of cach signature, the date of deposit of each
instrument of ratification of and accession to this Agreement, the date of its
entry into force and other notices.

6. This Agreement shall be registered by the Depositary Governments
pursuant to Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations.

ARTICLE 8

Any State Party to the Agreement may propose amendments to this
Agreement. Amendments shall enter into force for each State Party to the
Agreement accepting the amendments upon their acceptance by a majority
of the States Parties to the Agi and th fter for cach ini
State Party to the Agreement on the date of acceptance by it.

ARTICLE 9

| RH



2o
X
Hor2

K

I R

ited in the

of the

of the

BRI EY R84
S CERE->" +) mmﬁmm%ﬂﬂmi S¥ | E.tcw\&ﬂlbt Any m%w-n Party to the >mn_.onan=. may w?an potice of its withdrawal
1 thy t one year after its entry into force by wrii ificati
1 RREEU L MRS SO CRANE | [ b e b b Y T R
' P ° , from the date of receipt of this notification.
0 VR AT BRI R Y o XIS B S m
{0 | E PR R’
1
B+ ArTicLE 10
This Agreement, of which the English, Russian, French, Spanish and
’ ’ ’ , o P Chi ex 1 hentic, shall be d i hi
+) m m‘:.mu E_A_ﬁm SN T_A_m NN X ﬂm X « N _ﬁm& S Unvi%ﬂw“w M%ﬂhﬂﬂ% Duly o«:u_.nwh BEom of this Agreement shall be
’ itted D: i ov ov
FEBENDS VO N U026 VD KRR U KR e (rosmied by e Deposiary G to the G
HEBHCMEELD KRR NIHEXSBE<EHC &
Kt re®
FHCHEHR VLV g’ M Q28 H S ) © | IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, duly authorised, have signed this
o Agreement,
el oL
H-Rim{{+=< HEm |+ mo Ne N P2V EVEN DS DoNE in triplicate, at the cities of London, Moscow and Washington,
. . “io the twenty-second day of April, one thousand nipe hundred and sixty-cight.
BN N = NAE SR DR o 4R 1
()

NOREHT HHEMEE QR E R KKMIXOREE Y 0 DoFEEER N’ HMERICHOZRX O KIS N b
HEFKEORMY ( 5 M QERVEH 0w UWIMEV OV IHERC-HRE RPN 6 S IIE S © IR N TS w
S RBOERTOHBFECHOKR (MERCHORHDE ¢ S#d& ORI (HEEr Q IHESK R

HoH ¢ QIEPY 0 2 {RR W 5





