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the same time.
Note

The Customs authorities may require that goods to
be examined by other competent authorities be declared
at Customs offices designated for that purpose.

(b) Examination of goods outside the business hours
of the Customs office

35. Standard

At the request of the declarant, and for reasons
deemed valid by the Customs authorities, the latter shall,
so far as possible, allow goods declared for home use to
be examined outside the business hours of the Customs
office; the expenses entailed by such examination may
be charged to the declarant.

lote

Examination outside the business hours of the Customs
office may be arranged for, e.g. perishable goods, live
animals and other urgent consignments.

(¢c) Examination of goods at a place other than the
Customs office

36. Standard

At the request of the declarant, and for reasons
deemed valid by the Customs authorities, the latter shall,
so far as possible, allow goods declared for home use to
be examined at a place other than the Customs office where
the Goods declaration was lodged; the expenses entailed
by such examination may be charged to the declarant.
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Notes

1. Goods may be examined, according to the circum-
stances, at the premises of the person concerned, on
premises with appropriate equipment, at any place within
the Customs surveillance zone or at a Customs office other
than that at which the Goods declaration was lodged.

2. The cases in which arrangements may be made for
examination at a place other than the Customs office where
the Goods declaration was lodged include:

— goods which cannot readily be examined until unloaded
at destination (for example: wheat, oil or ores
imported by ship or barge; bulk consignments of
parts in containers; furniture and household effects
imported on transfer of residence);

— goods which cannot be examined without appropriate
equipment (such as a dark room or a cold chamber);

— goods which cannot usefully be required to be produced
at a Customs office (for example, products obtained
from the working of border lands or quarries near
the frontier, imported by the shortest route).

(d) Presence of the declarant at examination of goods
37. Standard

The declarant shall have the right to attend or to
be represented at the examination of the goods. If the
Customs authorities deem it useful, they may require
him to be present or to be represented at the examination
of the goods in order that he may give the Customs any
assistance necessary to facilitate the examination.
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Notes

1. The declarant may be required to group the
packages, open them, sort the goods by description and
tally them.

2. If goods declared for home use are dangerous,
delicate or fragile, the declarant may be required to
provide experts to assist the Customs.

3. The declarant may also be required to furnish
the Customs with the technical specifications of imported
goods.

(e) Extent of examination of goods
38. Standard

When examining goods, the Customs authorities shall
take only such action as they deem essential to ensure
compliance with the laws and regulations which the
Customs are responsible for enforcing.

Notes

1. The examination of goods may be either summary
or detailed. In a summary examination the Customs may
carry out some, though not necessarily all, of the
following checks — counting the packages, noting their
marks and numbers and ascertaining the description of
the goods. Detailed examination involves thorough
inspection of the goods to determine as accurately as
possible their composition, quantity, tariff heading,
value and, where necessary, origin.
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2. Detailed examination of the goods is warranted,
in particular, where the Customs authorities are not
satisfied about the accuracy of particulars furnished
in the declaration or in the supporting documents.

3. Goods liable to high import duties and/or taxes
may be regularly subjected to detailed examination.

39. Recommended Practice

The Customs authorities should in as many cases as
possible be content with a summary examination of goods
declared for home use.

Note

Summary examination may be considered sufficient,
for example, where goods of the same description are
imported frequently by a person known by the Customs to
be reliable, where the accuracy of the particulars given
in the declaration can be checked against the supporting
documents or against other evidence, or where the import
duties and taxes involved are low.

40. Recommended Practice

Where the Customs authorities carry out a detailed
examination of goods shown in a declaration relating to
a consignment consisting of many packages and covered
by a packing list or other similar document, such
examination should normally be undertaken on a random
basis.

Note

The Customs authorities may decide, having regard
to the staff available, that consignments of goods
declared for home use will be subjected to detailed
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examination by a selective technique.
(f) Sampling by the Customs
41. Standard

Samples shall be taken only where deemed necessary
by the Customs authorities to establish the description
and/or value of goods declared for home use or to ensure
the application of other provisions of national legisla-
tion. Any samples drawn shall be as small as possible.

Errors in the declaration

42. Standard

If the Customs authorities find that errors in the
Goods declaration or in the assessment of the import
duties and taxes will cause or have caused the collection
of an amount of import duties and taxes greater than
that legally chargeable they shall repay or remit the
amount overcharged, or shall inform the declarant so
that he may amend thé declaration or lodge a claim for
repayment or remission, as the case may be.

43. Standard

If the Customs authorities find that errors in the
Goods declaration entail liability to additional import
duties and taxes, the production of additional supporting
documents or the application of additional laws or
regulations, and there is no evidence of illegal intent,
they shall inform the declarant without delay. Where
they are satisfied that the errors were inadvertent
and that there has not been gross negligence on the
part of the declarant, they shall allow him to amend
his declaration and accomplish the necessary additional
formalities without imposing a penalty.
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44, Standard

National legislation shall provide that where errors
found in the Goods declaration or in the assessment of
the import duties and taxes entail either the collection
of additional import duties and taxes in an amount regarded
as negligible, or the refund of such an amount, the Customs
shall not collect or refund that amount.

Assessment of import duties and taxes

(a) Factors to be taken into consideration

45. Standard
National legislation shall specify the factors on

which the assessment of import duties and taxes is based

and the conditions under which these factors are deter-
mined.

Notes

1. The factors on which the assessment of import
duties and taxes is based are generally the following:

— tariff classification;

— value or quantity, according to whether the import
duties and taxes applicable are ad valorem or
specific;

— country of origin or country whence consigned,
where liability depends upon these factors.

2. The rules for determining tariff classification,
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dutiable value or quantity, and origin may be set out
in explanatory notes drawn up by the competent authorities.

(b) Rates of import duties and taxes applicable
46. Standard

The rates of import duties and taxes chargeable on
goods taken into home use shall be set out in official
tariffs which shall be given adequate publicity.

47, Standard

National legislation shall specify the point in
time to be taken into consideration for the purpose of
determining the rates of import duties and taxes charge-
able on goods declared for home use.

Note

The point in time taken into consideration for
determining the rates chargeable may be, for example,
the time when the goods arrive, the time when the Goods
declaration is lodged, the time when the declarztion
is accepted by the Customs, the time when the import
duties and taxes are paid, or the time when the goods
are released.

Payment of import duties and taxes

(a) Methods of payment accepted
48, Standard

National legislation shall specify the methods that
may be used to pay the import duties and taxes chargeable.

49, Recommended Practice

The Customs authorities should permit payment other
than in cash.
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Notes

1. Authorized methods of payment other than cash
may include bank or postal cheques, payments or transfers.

2. If cheques drawn on a foreign bank are accepted
it may be required that the bank must have an office in
the country of importation.

(b) Date and place of payment
50. Standard

The Customs authorities shall determine the date
when payment of the amount of import duties and taxes
chargeable is due and the place where payment must be
made .

Notes

1. Import duties and taxes are normally paid at
the Customs office where the Goods declaration was lodged.
Payment may also be made through another agency or office
designated by the Customs authorities.

2. Import duties and taxes are generally required
to be paid at the time when the Goods declaration is

lodged or accepted or before the goods are released.
In certain circumstances, payment may be deferred.

(c) Deferred payment of import duties and taxes

51. Recommended Practice

Persons who regularly clear goods for home use
should be authorized to defer payment of import duties
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and taxes without interest charges.
Notes

1. A person given the benefit of this facility may
be required to furnish security in an amount determined
by the Customs authorities.

2. Any person wishing to defer payment may be
required to submit an application in writing to the
Customs.

52. Recommended Practice

If security is required for deferred payment, persons
who regularly clear goods for home use at different
Customs offices in the Customs territory should be autho-
rized to provide a general security.

53. Recommended Practice

The amount of the security to be provided for deferred
payment should not exceed the amount of the import duties
and taxes potentially chargeable in respect of the goods
imported during the periocd for which the payment of import
duties and taxes is deferred.

Note

The Customs authorities may determine the amount of
the security on the basis of the amount of the import
duties and taxes paid during a previous period of the same
duration. In the event of changes in, for example, the
rates applicable or the volume of the importations, the
amount of the security may be adjusted accordingly.

S4. Standard

Any person required to provide security for deferred
payment shall be allowed to choose whatever form of

| B
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a SR 55. Recommended Practice
E<BEOETVEHR O VER VN CBTT » By g The period for which payment of import duties and
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HE Notes
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N © tax.
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T ETUQILVORE
B ki T 1y 56. Standard
E<BLRLETWLILLEY T ETWHTR EXEHAWWER When the import duties and taxes have been paid a
" o receipt constituting proof of payment shall be issued
T e to the payer.
HE Note
EXREHL T BN Q EHIREQ WO T O VKT e The receipt may be given on the declarant's copy of
1AV 00 o the declaration.
0 EF<BEOEXQVULOTX e) Period of limitation for the collection of import
- duties and taxes.
&> L 57. Standard
ELHeR Erex NER SIS E
B VAW( mliwm_ﬁ.iflﬂ *cﬂf LmrzAm.xc& National legislation shall specify the period within which
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(f) Interest on arrears
58. Standard

National legislation shall determine the rate of
interest chargeable on amounts of import duties and taxes
that have not been paid when due and the conditions of
application of such interest.

Release of goods
59. Standard

Goods declared for home use shall be released as
soon as the Customs authorities have examined them, or
decided not to examine them, provided that no offence
has been found and that any import duties and taxes
chargeable have been paid or that appropriate action has
been taken to ensure their collection.

60. Recommended Practice

If the Customs authorities are satisfied that the
declarant will subsequently accomplish all the formalities
in respect of clearance for home use they should release
the goods, provided that the declarant produces a com-
mercial or official document giving the main particulars
of the consignment concerned and acceptable to the Customs.

Notes

1. The Customs authorities may make it a condition
for release that the supporting documents deemed essential
have been produced and that the controls provided for in
national legislation (veterinary, health, phytopathological,
etc., controls) have been carried out by the competent
authorities.
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2. The declarant may be required to furnish security
to ensure compliance with his undertakings to the Customs.

61. Recommended Practice

When the goods cannot be examined promptly, for
instance when experts have to be called in or when the
goods must be analysed in specialized laboratories, and
examination is possible on the basis of samples or
detailed technical documentation, the Customs authorities
should not wait for the examination to be completed
before they release the goods.

Note

The Customs authorities may grant release on condition
that security is furnished to ensure collection of any
additional import duties and taxes that might become
chargeable.

62. Recommended Practice

Where an offence has been discovered during the
checking of the Goods declaration or the accompanying
documents or during the examination of the goods, the
Customs authorities should not wait for the offence to
be regularized before they release the goods, provided
that the declarant furnishes security to ensure collection
of the additional import duties and taxes and of the
penalties to which he is liable and that the goods are
not liable to confiscation.

Destruction or abandonment of goods

63. Recommended Practice
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not been declared within the time allowed or could not

be released although nc offence has been discovered, the
proceeds of the sale, after deduction of the import duties
and taxes and all other charges and expenses incurred,
should be made over to the person(s) entitled to receive
them, when this is possible, or be held at their disposal
for a specified period.

Note

This procedure may be followed, in particular, where
a Goods declaration has been accepted but the declarant
has been unable to pay the import duties and taxes and
has not requested that the goods be assigned to another
Customs procedure.

Information
concerning clearance for home use

65. Standard
The Customs authorities shall ensure that all relevant

information concerning the clearance for home use procedure
is readily available to any person interested.
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APPENDIX II

Notes

1. The size of the lay-out key is the international
ISO size A4 (210 x 297 mm, 8.27 x 11.69 inches). The form
should be provided with a 10 mm top margin and a 20 mm
left-hand filing margin. Line spacing should be based on
multiples of 4.24 mm (1/6 inch) and width-spacing on multiples
of 2.54 mm (1/10 inch}, The lay-out should be in conformity
with the Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) lay-out key,
as illustrated in Appendix I, Minor deviations in the exact
size of boxes etc., are permissible if required for particular
reasons in the issuing country, such as the existence of non-
metric measurement systems, features of national aligned
systems of documents etc.

2. Countries may determine standards concerning the
weight per m2 of the paper, and the use of a machine-turned
background to prevent falsification.

3. The standardization comprises only questions of size
and lay-out; guiding words included in the lay-out key are
intended only to indicate the nature of the information
which should appear in a given place, Accordingly each
country remains free to replace these words in its national
form by such wording as it considers more appropriate provided
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that this wording does not affect the nature of the information
as indicated in the lay-out key.

4, In addition it is open to administrations to omit
from their forms items in the lay-out key which they do not
require. The spaces which thus become vacant may be used
for official purposes.

5. Additional items required by administrations which
are not provided for by the lay-out key may be allocated to
the "free disposal area".
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