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ANNEX B.1.

Annex
concerning clearance for home use

Introduction

Goods which are imported outright for use or con-
sumption within the Customs territory must be declared
for home use.

They may be declared for home use either directly
on importation or after another Customs procedure such
as warehousing, temporary admission or Customs transit.

The main obligations to be fulfilled by the declarant
to obtain the clearance of goods for home use are the
lodgement of a Goods declaration with supporting documents
(import licence, certificates of origin, etc.) and the
payment of any import duties and taxes chargeable. Under
certain conditions the payment of import duties and taxes
may be deferred. Where appropriate, security may be
required by the Customs to guarantee payment of the
import duties and taxes.

The measures taken by the Customs in connexion with
clearance are: checking of the Goods declaration and
accompanying documents, examination of the goods, assess-
ment and collection of import duties and taxes and release
of the goods. Depending upon national administrative
practice, these operations may be carried out in a dif-
ferent order from that shown above. The Customs may also
be responsible for obtaining the data required for trade
statistics and for the enforcement of other statutory or
regulatory provisions relating to the control of imported
goods. Other competent authorities may also carry out

[l
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certain controls (veterinary, health, phytopathological,
etc.) on goods declared for home use.

The provisions of this Annex apply to the various
formalities and measures (Customs formalities) involved
in the clearance of goods for home use, whatever their
mode of importation.

The Annex does not apply to the clearance for home
use of goods imported by post or carried in travellers!'

baggage.

Definitions

For the purposes of this Annex:

(a) the term "clearance for home use" means the Customs
procedure which provides that imported goods may
remain permanently in the Customs territory. This
procedure implies the payment of any import duties
and taxes chargeable and the accomplishment of all
the necessary Customs formalities;

(b) the term "import duties and taxes" means Customs
duties and all other duties, taxes, fees or other
charges which are collected on or in connexion
with the importation of goods, but not including
fees and charges which are limited in amount to the
approximate cost of services rendered;

(c) the term "Goods declaration" means a statement made
in the form prescribed by the Customs, by which the
persons interested indicate the Customs procedure to
be applied to the goods and furnish the particulars
which the Customs require to be declared for the
application of that procedure;
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(F)

(i3)

the term "declarant" means the person who signs a
Goods declaration or in whose name it is signed;

the term "checking of the Goods declaration" means
the action taken by the Customs to satisfy themselves
that the Goods declaration is properiy made out,

that the supporting documents required are attached
and that they fulfil the conditions laid down as to
their authenticity and validity;

the term "examination of goods" means the physical
inspection of goods by the Customs to satisfy them-
selves that the nature, origin, condition, quantity -
and value of the goods are in accordance with the
particulars furnished in the Goods declaration;

the term "assessment of import duties and taxes"
means the determination of the amount of import
duties and taxes payable;

the term "release" means the action by the Customs
to permit goods undergoing clearance to be placed
at the disposal of the persons concerned;

the term "security" means that which ensures to

the satisfaction of the Customs that an obligation
to the Customs will be fulfilled. Security is des-
cribed as "general" when it ensures that the obli-
gations arising from several operations will be
fulfilled;

the term "person" means both natural and legal
persons, unless the context otherwise requires.

Principles
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1. Standard

Clearance for home use shall be governed by the
provisions of this Annex.

2. Standard

National legislation shall specify the conditions
to be fulfilled and the Customs formalities to be accomp-
lished for the clearance of goods for home use.

Notes

1. National legislation may include prohibitions
and restrictions in respect of the importation of certain
categories of goods.

2. The obligations to be fulfilled to effect the
clearance of goods for home use include the lodgement
of a Goods declaration, the production of supporting
documents and the payment of any import duties and taxes
chargeable.

Competent Customs offices

3. Standard

The Customs authorities shall designate the Customs
offices at which goods may be cleared for home use.
In determining the competence of these offices and their
hours of business, the factors to be taken into account
shall include the particular requirements of trade and
industry.

Notes

1. The Customs authorities may allow goods to be
cleared for home use at inland Customs offices.
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2. The competence of certain Customs offices may
be restricted in terms of the mode of transport used or
to specified categories of goods or to goods consigned
to a specified region (e.g. the frontier zone or an
industrial zone).

3. The Customs authorities may require that certain
categories of goods (e.g., diamonds, antiques, works of
art) be cleared for home use at Customs offices designated
for that purpose.

4. Recommended Practice

Where corresponding Customs offices are located on
a common frontier, the Customs authorities of the two
countries concerned should, as far as possible, correlate
the business hours and the competence of those offices.

The declarant
(a) Persons entitled to act as declarant
5. Standard

National legislation shall specify the conditions
under which a person is entitled to act as declarant.

Note
The declarant need not be the owner of the goods;
he may be, for example, the carrier, the forwarding

agent, the consignee or an agent approved by the Customs.

6. Recommended Practice

Any person having the right to dispose of the goods
should be entitled to act as declarant.

|1
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Note

The Customs authorities may require the declarant
to establish his right to dispose of the goods.

(b) Responsibilities of the declarant

7. Standard
The declarant shall be held responsible to the

Customs authorities for the accuracy of the particulars

given in the Goods declaration and payment of the import

duties and taxes.

(c) Rights of the declarant

8. Standard
Before lodging the Goods declaration the declarant

shall be authorized, under such conditions as may be laid

down by the Customs authorities:

(a) to inspect the goods and

(b) to draw samples.

9. Recommended Practice

The Customs authorities should not require a separate
Goods declaration for home use in respect of samples
allowed to be drawn under Customs supervision, provided
that such samples are included in the Goods declaration
for home use concerning the relevant consignment and
that this declaration is lodged within the prescribed
time limit.

10. Recommended Practice

In cases of special difficulty, and if so requested
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by the declarant, the Customs authorities should provide
any necessary information available to them to assist
him in completing the Goods declaration for home use.

The Goods declaration
for home use

(a) Goods declaration form and contents
11. Standard

Forms for the Goods declaration for home use shall
conform to the official model laid down by the competent
authorities.

The competent authorities shall require the Goods
declaration to provide only such particulars as are
deemed necessary for the assessment and collection of
import duties and taxes, the compilation of statistics
and the application of the other laws and regulations
which the Customs are responsible for enforcing.

Notes

1. The Customs authorities generally require:

(a) particulars relating to persons

-— name and address of declarant
— name and address of importer

— name and address of consignor
(b) particulars relating to transport
— mode of transport

— identification of means of transport

14
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(c})

(d)

(e}

(f)

<
particulars relating to the goods

— country whence consigned and country of origin

— description of the packages (number, nature,
marks and numbers, weight)

— tariff description of the goods

particulars for the assessment of import duties and
taxes (for each description of goods)

— tariff heading

— rates of import duties and taxes

— gross weight, net weight or other quantity
— dutiable value

other particulars

— statistical item number applicable to each
description of goods

— area whence the goods were consigned or reference

to applicable legal provisions (where preferential

treatment is claimed)

— reference to documents submitted in support
of the Goods declaration

place, date and signature of the declarant.

2. When they are considering revision of present

forms or preparation of new forms for Goods declarations
for home use, Contracting Parties may use the lay-out
key in Appendix I to this Annex, having regard to the
Notes in Appendix II.
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12. Recommended Practice

Where, for reasons deemed valid by the Customs
authorities, the declarant does not have all the infor-
mation required to make the Goods declaration for home
use, he should be allowed to lodge a provisional or
incomplete declaration provided that it contains the
particulars deemed necessary by the Customs and that he
undertakes to complete it within a specified period.

If the Customs authorities accept a provisional or
incomplete declaration, the tariff treatment to be accorded
to the goods should not be different from that which would
have been accorded had a complete and correct declaration
been lodged in the first instance.

Note

Where release is granted before all the necessary
particulars have been supplied, the declarant may be
required to furnish security for the payment of any sums
that may become chargeable.

(b) Number of copies to be submitted

13. Recommended Practice

The Customs authorities should reduce, so far as
possible, the number of copies of the Goods declaration
for home use required to be submitted by the declarant.

14, Recommended Practice

Where several copies of the Goods declaration for
home use are required, it should be made possible for
the declarant to complete all of them in one run.

RIES
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(c) Documents to be submitted in support of the Goods
declaration

15. Standard

In support of the Goods declaration the Customs
authorities shall require only those documents considered
necessary by them in order to permit control of the
operation and ensure that all requirements relating to
the application of relevant restrictions or other regu-
lations have been complied with.

Note

The Customs authorities frequently require production
of the following documents in support of the Goods decla-
ration for home use: import licence, documentary evidence
of origin, health or phytopathological certificate, com-
mercial invoice, transport documents.

16. Recommended Practice

Where certain support documents cannot be lodged with
the Goods declaration and the declarant gives reasons
deemed valid by the Customs authorities, the latter should
authorize him to produce those documents within a specified
period.

Note

Where release is granted before the missing documents
are produced, the declarant may be required to furnish
security for the payment of any sums that may become
chargeable.

17. Recommended Practice

“lhere the documents produced in support of a Goods
declaration are made out in a language that is not a
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language of the country of importation, the Customs
au-norities should not require, as a matter of course,
“ranslation of the particulars given in those documents.

(d) Amendment of the Goods declaration

18. Standard
The Customs authorities shall permit the declarant

to amend a Goods declaration already lodged, provided

that when his request is received they have commenced

neither the checking of the declaration nor the exami-

nation of the goods.

19. Recommended Practice

A request to amend a Goods declaration, submitted
by the declarant after either the checking of the decla-
ration or the examination of the goods has commenced,
should be accepted by the Customs authorities if the
reasons given by the declarant are deemed valid.

Note

Amendment of the Goods declaration for home use
does not prevent the Customs authorities from taking
any necessary action if an offence has been discovered

during the checking of the declaration or the examination
of the goods.

(e) Withdrawal of the Goods declaration

20. Recommended Practice

The declarant should be authorized to withdraw a
Goods declaration for home use and request the application
of another Customs procedure, provided that his request
is made to the Customs authorities before the goods have
been released and his reasons are deemed valid.
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Note

Withdrawal of the Goods declaration for home use does
not prevent the Customs authorities from taking any
necessary action if an offence has been discovered during

the checking of the declaration or the examination of
the goods.

Lodgement of the Goods declaration

(a) Choice of the office of clearance
21. Standard

The Goods declaration for home use shall be lodged

at the competent Customs office where the goods are presented.

lote

If standing authority has been given for the release
of goods before presentation of a Goods declaration, the
Customs authorities may require the Goods declaration to
be lodged at a specified Customs office.

(b) Time allowed for lodgement of the declaration
22. Standard

Where national legislation lays down a time limit
for lodgement of the Goods declaration for home use at
a competent Customs office, the time allowed shall enable
the declarant to assemble the particulars needed for
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making the declaration and to obtain the supporting
documents required.

Notes

1. National legislation may provide that the time
limits for lodgement of the Goods declaration shall run,
for example, from the time when the goods are unloaded,
from the time when they are presented at the Customs
office or from the time when they are released.

2. When the Goods declaration has not been lodged
on expiry of the time limit, the Customs authorities may
take such action as may be deemed necessary, in particular
to protect the interests of the Revenue.

23. Recommended Practice

At the request of the declarant, and for reasons
deemed valid by the Customs authorities, the latter

should extend a time limit prescribed for lodging the
Goods declaration.

24, Recommended Practice

The declarant should be authorized to lodge a Goods
declaration for home use at a competent Customs office
before the goods arrive at that office.

Note

Authority may also be given for lodgement of the
declaration before the goods arrive in the Customs territory.

(c) Periodic lodgement of declarations

25. Recommended Practice

Where goods are imported frequently by the same
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person, the Customs authorities should allow a single
Goods declaration to cover all importations by that
person in a given period.

Notes

1. The Customs authorities may make this facility
subject to the condition that the importer keeps proper
commercial records (e.g., by means of computers) and
that the necessary control measures can be taken.

2. If the Customs authorities grant this facility,
they may require the declarant to produce, at each
importation, a commercial or official document (commercial
invoice, waybill, despatch note, etc.) giving the main
particulars of the consignment concerned.

(d) Lodgement of the Goods declaration outside the
business hours of the Customs office
26. Standard

The Goods declaration shall be lodged during the
business hours of the competent Customs office.

7. Recommended Practice

At the request of the declarant, and for reasons
deemed valid by the Customs authorities, the latter should,
so far as possible, allow the Goods declaration to be
lodged outside the business hours of the competent Customs
office; any expenses which this entails may be charged
to the declarant.

Acceptance of the Goods declaration
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28. Standard

A Goods declaration shall be taken to be accepted
when the Customs office at which it was lodged has as-
certained that it contains all the necessary particulars
and is accompanied by all the documents required.

29. Standard

Where the Customs authorities cannot accept a Goods
declaration for home use lodged at a Customs office, they
shall state the reasons to the declarant.

Note

A Goods declaration may be refused, for example,
when the Customs office does not have the necessary
competence or when the immediate production of missing
documents is deemed essential.

Checking of the Goods declaration
30. Standard

The checking of the Goods declaration shall be
effected as soon as possible after the declaration
has been accepted.

31. Standard

for the purpose of checking the Goods declaration
the Customs authorities shall take only such action as
they deem essential to ensure compliance with the.laws
and regulations which the Customs are responsible for
enforcing.

Note
As a general rule, the Customs:

| e



FoEe &

32 (@

33

<t
o

BRWPECERIKOER LR 0 HHBRREM#1m——

REVSLEEHR YOI EREQEmMYRLOVS
R VRO REN L LE<BEORBRMRITR IV U
ERIrey°

RS-0 2 R0 S LSRR AL gL
PRI (L FO0L LRIEQ K FEXDE
FOEMUNIMNOBE) 1| #5001 U0 ik o
o)A °

B 40# Q ERHNE VO VI3 L L AT Q KHXD
R MR o0y ©

EShals R

FIEQ 41 2 W0 R
BRI {1
BERNMELETEHEQ 9 LH4010 R L RuEQ &wizo
[REVANE: SERRERY- L RER I 18- bR STut=Rar i o k=08 I
B WOEOK L & KE P ©
AR
HEE  EBE O+ S REVOIOHMIE &M« W
RELUPRDLN0ODQ U0 ©
BB
BEZ RELZCHEQCH IR 4 & (8L
NEH EREYUFCREC LR QLM ) 0 QK- 0 IR
CURIV T RSBV 7 [T ERQ &M I o r0 9

NI

— satisfy themselves that the tariff heading shown
corresponds to the description of the goods and
that the rates of import duties and taxes indicated
are those in force;

— check that the particulars in the Goods declaration
tally with those in the documents produced, in

particular as regards identification of the packages
and the quantity and value of the goods declared;

— check the authenticity and validity of the documents
produced in support of the declaration.

Examination of the goods

(a) Time required for examination of goods

32. Standard
Where the Customs authorities decide that goods

declared for home use shall be examined this examination

shall take place as soon as possible after the Goods

declaration has been accepted.

33. Recommended Practice

Priority should be given to the examination of live
animals, perishable goods and other urgent consignments.

34. Recommended Practice

If the goods must also be inspected by other competent
autheorities (for the purpose of applying veterinary,
health, phytopathological, etc., controls) the Customs

should, where practicable, perform their examination at





