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ASIAN-PACIFIC POSTAL CONVENTION

The undersigned representatives, duly authorized by

their respective Governments:

- considering the importance of the common problems
which face the Postal Administrations in the Asian
and Pacific area;

- convinced of the opportunity of instituting and
developing a large degree of cooperation between

them; and

- in the exercise of the rights granted them by the
Constitution of the Universal Postal Union;

have agreed to conclude, under rcservation of acceptance,
approval or ratification by their respective Governments,
the following Convention:

PART I

General Provisions

ARTICLE 1

Constitution and Purpose of the Unmion

1. The countries betweecn which the present Convention
is concluded form, under the name of "Asian-Pacific Postal
Union", hereafter referred to as "the Urion'", a single Postal

territory.
2. The purpose of the Union is to extend, facilitate

and improve thc postal relations between the member-countries

and promote cooperation in the field of the postal services.
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ARTICLE 2
Members of the Union

Member-countries of the Union are:

a) Countries which have membership status at the date

on which this Convention comes into force.

b) Countries admitted to merbership in accordance with

Article 3.

ARTICLE 3

Accession to the Union

1. Any sovereign country which is a member of the
Universal Postal Union, and whose entire territory is located
in Asia, Australasia, Melanesia, Micronesia or Polynesia may
accede to the Asian-Pacific Postal Union. For the purpose of
this Article the term "Asia" shall refer to countries in Asia

east of ar! including Iran.

2. Accession to the Union shall entail a formal decla-
ration of accession to the Convention of the Union. It shall
be addressed through diplomatic channels to the Government of

the member-country in which the Central Office is located.

3. Accession to membership shall be notified by the
Government of the member-country in which the Central Office
is located to the Governments of member-countries., It shall

take effect from the date of such notification.
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4. Any ccuntry which has the required qualifications but
which cannot comply with any provision of the Convention mey
accede to the Conventiocn subject to the conditions which may

be acceptable to all member-countries,

5. Member-countries failing to reply within four months

from the date of notification are considercd as abstaining.

ARTICLE &

Withdrawal from the Union

1. Any member-country has the right to withdraw froao
the Union by means of a notice of its renunciation cof the
Convention given through diplomatic chanunels to the Govern=-
ment of the member-country in which the Centrsl Office is
located, which makes it known to the Governments of the

other member-countries.

2, Withdrawal from the Union becomes effective at the

expiration of a period of one year, counting from the date

of receipt of the notification by the Government of the

menber-country in which the Central Office is located.

ARTICLE 5

Official Language

English is the official language of the Union. However,

| Hul
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member-countries vhose language is not English may provicde

for a translation at their own expensc.

ARTICLE 6

Special Agreemecnts

1. The member-countries of the Union, or their Postal
Administretions if the legislation of the countries permits,
may coneclude special agreements wounwnsmum the international
postal service between themselves on condition that thzay do
not introduce provisions less favorable to the public than

those laid down in the Convention.

2. These special agrecments are notified through the
intermediary of the Central Office to member-countries or

their Postal Administrations, as the case may be.

ARTICLE 7

Organs of the Union

The following are established as the organs of the Union:
The Congress, the Executive Council, the Asian-Pacific FPostal
Training Centre, the Central Office and such other organs cs

way be necessary.

ARTICLE 8

Congress

1. The Congress, bcing the supreme organ of the Union,

is composed of representatives from member-countries.
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2. The delegates of the member-countries of the Union
meet in Congress not later than two years after the holding
of each Universal Postal Congress in order to revise the
Convention of the Union, if necessary, and to consider such
other postal problcoms of common interest to the member-

countries of the Union as they may deem necessary.

3. Fach country is represented in the Ccngress by onz
or oore delegates duly authorized for the purposc by their

respective Gecvernments.
4. Each country has only one vote.

5. After consultation with the Central Office, the host
Government fixes the date and place of the Congress. In
principle, six months before that date invitations are issued
to the Governmcnt of each member-country of the Union by the
Central Office on behalf of the host Goverament. However,
should the host Government so desire, it may issue the invi-

tations.

6. In principle cach Congress designates the ccuntry
in which the ncxt Congress is to be held. If that designa-
tion proves inapplicable or inoperative, it falls to the
Executive Council to designate the country where Congress is

to meet, aftcr consultation with the latter country.

7. Observers may be invited to attend meetings of the
Union in an advisory capacity without the right to vote pro-
vided they recpresent the United Nations or one of its Spe-
cialized Apencics or any other international organization
having an intcrest in the work of the Urion, or other
Restricted Postal Union, or Postal Administrations of member-
countries of the Universal Postal Umion. At the request of
the Congress or the Executive Council, the invitation is
uade by the Central Office. However, chould the Government

of the host country 8o, desire, it may issue the invitations.
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ARTICLE 9

Extraordinary Conpresses

1. An extraordinary Congress ma2y be held at the request
or with the consent of at least two-thirds of the member-

countries.

2. The place and date of assembly is fixed by the
Executive Council in agreement with the member-countries

initiating the Congress.

3. The provisions of Article 8, Paragraphs 3, 4 and 7,

apply to extraordinary Congresses.

ARTICLE 10

Executive Council

1. To ensure the continuity of the work of the Union
in the intervals between Congresses, an Executive Council
meets, in principle once cach year, unless the majority of

member-countries decided otherwise,

2. Each Executive Council meceting shall designate the
country in which the next Executive Council meeting is to be
held.

without a host country the meeting shall be convened at the

When en Executive Council meceting has to be convened

place where the Central Office is situated.
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3. The Council comprises all the member-countries of
the Union, with a quorum of the majority.

4. The President of each Congress convenes the first
meeting of the Council after the holding of that Congress.
At the meeting, the Council elects from among its members a
Chairman and a Vice-Chairman, who hold office until the con-

clusion of the next Congress.

5. The ennual meetings of the Executive Council following

the first meeting are convened by its Chairman.

6. After consultation with the Chairman of the Executive
Council, the hcost country fixes the date and place of the
Executive Council meeting. Invitations to such meetings are
issued to each nember-country and observers by the Chairman
of the Executive Council or, if the Chairman so desires, by
the Central Office. However, should the host country so

desire, it may issue the invitations.

7. Between ordinary sessions, the Council may be
convened, as a general rule at the place where the Central
Office is situated, by the Chairman at the request of a two-

thirds majority of the member-countries of the Unicn.

8. The Council may appoint sub-Committees or working
groups to assist with its work or to study specific pocstal

questions.

9. The working expenses of the Council are borne by

the Union. The services of a Council member are gratuitous.

| |
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10.

| H<

Member-countries are represented at meetings of the

Council by qualified postal officials.

11.

The functions of the Council are :

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

)

8)

to perform any duty assigned to it by resolution

of the Congress;

to maintain contacts with Fostal Administrations
cf the member~countries of the Union with a view

to improving the postal service;

to prescribe rules for the administration of
the Central Office and to supervise the activi-

ties of the Central Office;

to review and approve the annual budget and
accounts of the Union prepared by the Central

Office in the intervals between Congresses;

te make useful contacts with the variocus organs
of the Universal Postal Union, with the Restricted
Unions or with other Specialized Agencies of the

United Nations with gpecial interests in the area,
and, if necessary, tc appoint representatives to

conferences of such organizations;

to assemble, prior to each Universal Postal
Congress, in accordance with the provisicns of
Article 18, Paragrarh 3

to take necessary steps, with the agreement of
the majority of the members of the Union, pro-
visionally to carry out such other administra-
tive acts which are not covered by the Conven-
ticn and cannot await the next Congress for

settlement; and
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h) to conclude agreerments on behalf of the Union
with other Restricted Unions with regard to such
matters as technical co-uperation with the con-
currence of at least tvo-~thirds of the members

of the Union.

ARTICLE 11

Asian-Pacific Postal Training Centre

1. The purpose of the Centre is to provide training
facilities to improve postal services within Asia and the

Pacific.

2. The responsibility for administering the Centre
shall be cntrusted to a Governing Board. The Board shall
meet at least once ecach year. The mectings shall be held

in Bangkok unless otherwise decided.

ARTICLE 12

Central Office

1. The host country of the Central Office shall be
determined by Congress in principle, or in exceptional cir-
cumstances, by the Executive Council. In principle that
country shall remain as the host of the Central Office for

at least five years.

2. The Central Office is composed of a Director, an
Assistant Director and such other staff as the Union may

require.

| HR
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3. The Director of the Central Office attends the
meetings of the Union and takes part in the discussions

without the right to vote.

4. The Central Office provides the Secretariat for
meetings of the Union, jointly with the Postal Administra-
tions of the countries where the mecetings are held, and
serves as a medium of liaison, information and inquiry for

the member-countries of the Union.

5. The Director and the Assistant Director of the
Central Office are chosen, from among qualified postal offi-
cials,by the Congress or, if necessary, by the Executive

Council which also fixes their tenure of office.

6. Notwithstanding Paragraph 5 above, the Assistant
Director shall, in normal circumstances, be appointed for a
period of not less than three years and not nore than five

years.

7. The Director and the Assistant Director, whenever

possible, should be nationals of different countries.

§. The Central Office is under the general supervision
of the Executive Council and its financial accounts are
audited by the competent authority of the country where the
Central Office is situated.

ARTICLE 13

Introduction of Propositions to Congresses

1. The Postal Administration of any member-country has
the right to present propositions to Congresses, which pro-
positions must reach the Central Office at least thrce months

before the holding of the Congress.
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2. Anendment to the propositions already made may be
submitted at any time before the date of holding the Congress.

3. Nevertheless, propositions which reach the Central
Office during the period of three months preceding the
holding of the Congress may also be considered at the dis-
cretion of the Congress.

4. The Central Office publishes these propositions and
distributes them, as early as possible, among the Fostal
Administrations of the menmber-countries.

ARTICLE 14

Decisions of Meetirgs of the Union

1. The agreement of at least two-thirds of the member-
countries of the Union is required in order to amend Part T
of the Convention. When amendment of Part I of tha Conven-
tion is not involved, decisions at neetings of the Union are

taken by a majority of the members present and voting.

2. At meetings of the Union convened in accordance with
the provisions of the Convention, a country may arrange for
its representation by another country, provided that a dele-
gation may represent and vote for only one country other

than its own.

ARTICLE 15

Procedure Concerning Reservations

[



BEOK N R
Ao hiR

RSUEAN
HHR =

QK

MO N =K B

— OWEXDTOWECELBREN K eREK L~ KUK
QRERS O MM 2100 M) QE QRN ) QK
QRICBECHIMEM LT e °

o~ K QMO WA Ko fk+111 OB~ BEEK Y
R oMWY O S T EEO DS

o KPR LB L LEEEK U R o KT 7 R0 SeND
Dt Tk QIR 1 S AU 2 r0 R L A KV NERR
NRBDLII0BS°

-~ HEQBNOEHUWSCESEHELZ " S O V-2MXEBES
T A KA 0 1 ) VR 000 © BRI Q RIR QIR QI 7
FHBRECEELY YO ENE L EEe °

K KU iR =
KU 7 M EBEFRNER 0 ° HhIRBRERREE U om Y
O MU oMY FECKUKO K LHERE RN
W40 °

BHD¥ B Wi

— K B KSR Q BN VO 7 O EK
O Q IE R E YR 0 ° MO KM " H Y VR

|41

1. Reservations to the Convention and Detailed Regula-
tions shall be inserted in the final protocols to the Con-
vention and Detziled Regulations on the basis of a proposal

approved by Congress,

2. Article 13 relating to the introduction of proposals

to Congress shall not apply to proposals concerning reservations.

3. Tc be adopted, reservations subnitted to Congrees

shall be approved by the majorities required under Article 1l4.

4. Any member-country benefiting from a reservation
may at any time waive the application of that reservaticn.
The waiver shall be notified to member-countries through the

Central Office.

ARTICLE 16

Rules of Procedure of the Congress
Each Congress draws up its Rules of Procedure. Until
such Rules cof Procedure are adopted, the provisions of the
Rules of Procedure drawn up by the preceding Congress are
applicable in so far as they are relevant to the debates.

ARTICLE 17

Expenditure of the Unicn

1. Each Congress of the Union decides on the mexinun
amount for the annual expenses of the Union on the basis of
the recommendation made by the Director of the Central Officc.
Those cxpenses are shared by all the nember-countries of the
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Union.

2. For the division of the expenses of the Union, the
oember-countries are divided into three groups. Those con-
tributing to the expenses of the Universal Postal Union as
members of the 50, 25 and 29 unit classes contribute 5 units;
those contributing as members of the 15, 10 and 5 unit classes
contribute 3 units; and those contributing as nembers of the
3 and 1 unit classes contribute 2 units. However, a member-

country may contribute more units.

3. Countries which accede to the Union as well zs those
which withdraw fron the Union share in the expenses of the
Union for the antire year during which their accession or

wvithdrawal becomes effective.

ARTICLE 18

Cooperation in Universal Postal Congresses

1. The menmber-countries of the Union cooperate, as far
as possible, in Universal Postal Congresses, in so far as
the propositicns or matters to be considered are of ccmmon

interest to them.

2. The Postal Administrations of all the menber-countries
nake known to other member-countries and the Central Office, at
the sane time that they do so to the International Bureau of
the Universal Postal Union, the propositions which they for-
mulate for the Universal Postal Congresses. Notwithstanding
the provisions of Article 5, these propositions may be pre-

| il
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pared in French.

3. The member-countries may assemble, prior to and
during each Universal Postal Congress, in order to exchange
and harmonize their views on the propositions and other

important matters to be discussed there.

ARTICLE 19

Exchange of Postal Officials

The Postal Administrations of the member-countries may
come to agreements to effect an exchange or a unilateral
dispatch of postal officials to carry on studies regarding
the development and improvement of postal services, extendinrg

to them all cooperation and facilities necessary.

ARTICLE 20
Arbitration
Questions in dispute between two or more Postal Adminis-
trations of member-countries are decided in the manner pre-

scribed by the General Regulations of the Universal Pestal

Union.

ARTICLE 21

Detailed Regulations

The Postal Administrations of the member-countries of
the Union draw up by mutual agreement, in the Detailed Regu-



lations, the measures of procedure and detail necessary for
the execution of the Convention,

1% BB Ko R{Y PART I1

Provisions concerning the Letter Post Service

22
BRI 1% R ARTICLE
Letter Post
vﬁmﬂmﬂﬁ — @Mnmﬂﬁm&u ’ ia.ﬂm 4 ﬂﬁ«&mis ’ mmm . .#.Dm.iaﬂ@%& 1. Letter post items include letters, postcards, printed
:.,_ % o papers, literature for the blind and small packets.
DEREHTWS 0
o~ EﬁLPTI\\KﬁL/\@WXWL@?“E%M%L@Hﬂ.&c@ﬁ 2. The exchange of letters containing perishable biolo-
i v — " gical substances or radioactive materials, and special delivery
.T,vhwéaﬁ ’ mmﬁmgéaﬁtéiaﬁ&vgméﬂﬁmm._/X articles is limited to those member-countries whose Postal
&u ’ %wwﬂﬂ@%%mﬁuxm _ ﬁm..lmﬂxmm.*d,vb‘plcu O |\\ Administrations agree, either in their reciprocal relatioms or
in one direction only.
MreBEERERONEHEESCELL SV R O
N o

w1+ EEEE ARTICLE 23

Postage Rates

mEM\MAm EAD@@&H@@@%E%%K%I\V TH& ’ II_..@%KL& 0 T#AX In the postal relations of the Postal Administrations of

the Union, reduced postage rates shall apply to letters and

&*95%5%1&0%@&*35..& 0 M.v Tﬁﬁﬂ@“ﬁ%%*@mté ° ﬁ postcards exchanged between them by surface. The said rates
7 ] ’ 5 14 272 AL - °r __ shall be fixed at a figure between their domestic rates and
ﬁﬂﬁﬂ%@ﬁu ..W@MHAI@%IC@%*AI@ /ITE S t N 85% of their international rates. Exceptionally, reduced

FK@%?%@&@W@@@&T% ° ﬁﬁﬂ.@ﬂﬁu . @@Eﬁ rates may be applied to other letter-post categories and to
- airmail items.
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ARTICLE 24

Gratuitous Transit

As a general principle, no charge is collected for the
territorial, fluvial or maritime transit of mail exchanged
between member-countries of the Union. However, where member-
countries find themselves unable to grant gratuitous transit,
a charge may be made. The charge may be lower than that
authorized or prescribed by the Universal Postal Convention.

ARTICLE 25

Exemption from Postal Charges
on Letter Post Items relating to the Postal Service

1. Official correspondence exchange between the

following is exempt from all postal charges :

a) The organs of the Union and Postal Administrationj

b) The organs of the Union and organs of the Universal
Postel Union;
¢) The organs of the Union and other Restricted Unionms.

2. The ebove exemption does not extend to air mail
correspondence originating from the organs of the Union.
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ARTICLE 26

Application of the Acts of the Universal Postal Union

1. The provisions of the Convention regulate all matters
and services relative to letter post items exchanged between

the member-countries of the Union.

2. All matters in connection with the exchange of letter
post items among the member-countries of the Union which are
not provided for in this Convention are subject to the provi-

sions of the Acts of the Universal Postal Union.

PART III

Final Provisions

ARTICLE 27

Ratification of the Convention

1. The Convention shall be signed at the close of the
Congress by the authorized representatives of each member-

country.

2. The Convention shall be accepted, approved or rati-
fied as soon as possible by the signatory countries and their
instruments of acceptance, approval or ratification shall be
deposited, through diplomatic channels, with the Government
of the member-country in which the Central Office is located,

which shall notify all signatory countries.

3. In the event that the Convention is not accepted,
approved or ratified by a signatory country, the Convention

shall be nonetheless valid for the countries that have

I KP
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accepted, approved or ratified it.

ARTICLE 28

Effective Date and Duration of the Convention

The Convention comes into force on July 1, 1982, and
shall remain in force until the entry into force of the Con-

vention of the next Congress.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, the undersigned, being duly
authorized representatives of their respective Governments,
have signed one copy of this Convention, which copy shall be
deposited in the Archives of the Government of the member-
country in which the Central Office is located, and a dupli-
cate copy shall be transmitted to each member-country by
that Government.

Done at Yogyakarta, March 27, 1981.

FOR FOR
AUSTRALIA INDIA

(SGD.) A. F. SPRATT (SGD.) M. L. GAIND

(SGD.) K. W. FARNELL (SGD.) V. E. ARUNACHALAM

(SGD.) K.J.S. MCKEOWN
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FOR FOR
PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA
BANGLADESH

(SGD.) SURYADI

(SGD.) SOELAEMAN

FOR . FOR
PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA JAPAN
(SGD.) Q1AO WEIZHONG {SGD.) MASAO SAWAKI
FOR FOR
THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA PAKISTAN
(SGD.) YOUNG-SU KWON (SGD.) S. RAZA ALI

(5GD.) SANG-MIN RO

FOR FOR
MALAYSIA THE REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
(SGD.) M. RAJASINGHAM (SGD.) F. R. TANABE

KR
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FOR
NEW ZEALAND

(S6D.) F. K. HCINERNEY

(sGD.) J.E.B. EVANS

FOR

PAPUA NEW GUINEA

(SGD.) SMAEL MANIKOT

(SGD) PASCOE BOLOTI

| O

FOR
THE REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE

(SGD.) MOHD. ZUBIR BIN HUSSAIN

FOR
THE DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST
REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA

(SGD.) A. P. HAPUDENIYA

FOR
THAILAND

(SGD.) SRIBHUMI SUKHANETR
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FINAL PROTOCOL TO
THE ASIAN-PACIFIC POSTAL CONVENTION

At the moment of proceeding to signature of the fsian-
Pacific Postal Convention done this day, the undersigned
authorized representatives of each member-country have

agreed the following:

ARTICLE 1

hccession to the Convention

Member-countries which have not signed the present Con-

vention rmay accede to it at any time. Instruments of acces—

sion shall be transmitted through diplomatic channels to
the Government of the member-country in which the Central
Office is located, which in turn shall notify all member-
countries.

ARTICLE 2

Postage Rates

The Postal Administrations of Malaysia, Singapore and
Sri Lanka shall not be obliged to apply Article 23.

ARTICLE 3

Gratuitous Transit

The Postal Adninistrations of Malaysia and Singapore
shall not be obliged to apply Article 24,

41
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IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, the authorized representatives of
each member-country have drawn up this Protocol, which shall
have the same force and the same validity as if its provi-
sions were inserted in the text of the Convention itself,
and they have signed it in a single original which shall be
deposited in the Archives of the Government of the member-
country in which the Central Office is located, and a
duplicate copy shall be transmitted to each member-country
by that Government.

Done at Yogyakarta, March 27, 1981.

FOR FOR
AUSTRALIA INDIA
(SGD.) A. F. SPRATT (5GD.) M. L. GAIND
(SGD.) K. W. FARNELL (SGD.) V. E. ARUNACHALAM

(SGD.) K.J.S. MCKEOWN

FOR FOR
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA
BANGLADESH

(SGD.) SURYADI
(SGD.) SOELAEMAN



NN N =KEHHR B R

FOR
PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

(5GD.) QIAO WEIZHONG

FOR

THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA

(SGD.) YOUNG-SU KWON

(SGD.) SANG-MIN RO

FOR

MALAYSIA

(SGD.) M. RAJASINGHAM

FOR

NEW ZEALAND

(SGD.) F. K. MCINERNEY

(SGD) J.E.B. EVANS

FOR

PAPUA NEW GUINEA

(SGD) SMAEL MANIKOT

(SGD) PASCOE BOLOTI

FOR
JAPAN

(SGD.) MASAO SAWAKI
FOR
PAKISTAN
(SGD.) §. RAZA ALI
FOR
THE REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
(SGD.) F. R. TANABE
FOR
THE REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE
(SGD.) MOHD. ZUBIR BIN HUSSAIN
FOR
THE DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC
OF SRI LANKA
(SGD.) A. P. HAPUDENIYA
FOR
THAILAND

(SGD.) S. SUKHANETR
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