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CONVENTION O 7HE CONSZRVATION OF
ANTARCTIC MAk:<f LIVING RESOURCES

The Contracting Part .cs,

RECOGNISING the importance of safeguarding the
enviromment and protecting the integrity of the ecosystem
of the seas surrounding Antarctica;

NOTING the concentration of marine living resources
found in Antarctic waters and the increased interest in the
possibilities offered by the utilization of these resources
as a source of protein;

CONSCIOUS of the urgency of ensuring the conser-
vation of Antarctic marine living resources;

CONSIDERING that it is essential to increase
knowledge of the Antarctic marine ecosystem and its components
80 as to be able to base decisions on harvesting on sound
scientific information;

BELIEVING that the conservation of Antarctic marine
living resources calls for internmational co-operation with
due nmwmnu for the provisions of the Antarctic Treaty and
with the active involvement of all States engaged in research
or harvesting activities in Antarctic waters;

RECOGNISING the prime responsibilities of the
Antarctic Treaty Consultative Parties for the protection and
preservation of the Antarctic enviromment and, in particular,
their responsibilities under Article IX, paragraph 1 (f) of
the Antarctic Treaty in respect of the preservation and con-
servation of living resources in Antarctica;

RECALLING the action already taken by the Antarctic
Treaty Consultative Parties including in particular the
reed Measures for the Conservation of Antarctic Fauna and
Flora, as well as the provisions of the Convention for the
Conservation of Antarctic Seals;

BEARING in mind the concern regarding the conser-
vation of Antarctic marine H»<»=m resources expressed by the
Consultative Parties at the Ninth Consultative z@nnnnm of
the Antarctic Treaty and the importance of the provisions of
Recommendation IX-2 which led to the establishment of the
present Convention;
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BELIEVING that it is in the interest of all mankind
to preserve the waters surrounding the Antarctic continent
for peaceful purposes only and to prevent their becoming the
scene or object of international discord;

RECOGNISING, in the light of the foregoing, that
it is desirable to establish suitable machinery for reco-
mnending, promoting, deciding upon and co-ordinating the
measures and scientific studies needed to ensure the con-
servation of Antarctic marine living organisns;

HAVE AGREED as follows:

ARTICLE I

1. This Convention applies to the Antarctic narine
living resources of the area south of 60° South
latitude and to the Antarctic marine living
resources of the area between that latitude
and the Antarctic Convergence which form part
of the Antarctic marine ecosystem.

2. Antarctic marine living resources means the
populations of fin fish, molluscs, crustaceans
and all other species of HH<»5m organisms,
including birds, found south of the Antarctic
Convergence.

3. The Antarctic marine ecosystem means the complex
of relationships of Antarctic marine living re-
sources with each other and with their physical
environment.

4. The Antarctic Convergence shall be deemed to
be a line joining the following points along
parallels of latitude and meridians of longitude:
50%s, 0°; 50°s, 30°E; 45°s, 30°E; 45°s, 80°E;
55%s, 80%; 55°S, 150°E; 60°S, 150°E; 60°S, 50°W;
50%s, 50%; 50%s, 0°.
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ARTICLE II

The objective of this Convention is the conser-
vation of Antarctic marine living resources.

For the purposes of this Convention, the term
"conservation' includes rational use.

Any harvesting and associated activities in the
area to which this Convention applies shall be
conducted in accordance with the provisions of
this Convention and with the following principles
of conservation:

(a)

(b)

(c)

prevention of decrease in the size of any
harvested population to levels below those
which ensure its stable recruitment. For
this purpose its size should not be allowed
to fall below a level close to that which
ensures the greatest net annual increment;

maintenance of the ecological relation-
ships between harvested, dependent and
related populations of Antarctic marine
living resources and the restoration of
depleted populations to the levels defined
in sub-paragraph (a) above;

and

prevention of changes or minimization of
the risk of changes in the marine eco-
system which are not potentially reversible
over two or three decades, taking into
account the state of available knowledge

of the direct and indirect impact of
harvesting, the effect of the introduction
of alien species, the effects of associated
activities on the marine ecosystem and of
the effects of envirormental changes, with
the aim of making possible the sustained
conservation of Antarctic marine living
resources.
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ARTICLE III

@ﬁ&*% %%@ﬁ\ ﬁ@kﬁ%@%%@f%v@#&b L\..NJZE\DUT\ ._m@ The Contracting Parties, whether or not they are Parties to

the Antarctic Treaty, agree that they will not engage in

" ﬁ &m& 5 J a0 7 z L= 28y any activities in the Antarctic Treaty area trary to

fatigtatea WREE L L S W EEKE O MRS IR X e IR L nvw principles and purposes Mm nrwm ewmmnwvm_mm“ﬂwnnw\rg
7 K ) 2 ) 0 7 z . thei lati ith each other, they are bound by the

Lo L ONED U QEREN LS Tﬁ@km%% ~ k*&@%ﬁ&* ovmm.mmmmowmwmwwannma in Articles I wna V of the Antarctic

e VR0 000 QAR VIR IR U 210 1) A [EHB A Treaty.
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ARTICLE IV
R L2 v - +47 “ =RD A7 7 1. With r ct to the Antarctic Treaty area, all
HWMMMM — @@%ﬁﬁmﬁw Hy, O SY E,M. o N M @%mm IH ﬁ@&m%@ mo:MMmMmManmmﬂMwmm. Mwmﬁmmn mn :onwnwww—..mwm
L - 4’ <) 07 } arties to e Antarctic [reaty, are uj y
Uw%.ﬁ&m ﬁ%@f‘*@é.ﬁf SR LA .IIE@M%L‘.& - /L._.mm.&bam Articles IV and VI of the Antarctic Treaty in
= & o < W ) I v 200 their relations with each other.
BRI N HRUL =
1 H AN HOWRE L RBEH2 XS ORRCIRBIHA) 2, Nothing in this Convention and no acts or
. , activities taking place while the present
Hﬁ)@.nvo i ﬂtékﬁaﬁyﬁm@n@% Convention is in force shall:
S EEKREE LD O v o HERE N B T Rt o s R o s
O )~ g R e &l territorial sovereignty in the
+VA+I B = R0 1R @%%%Wm Rl«%@ﬂ%m&wﬁm Antarctic Treaty area or create any
&) 0 oo HEE N TR A 02 Q W T sS 5° rights Mm wo<mnm»m=n< in the
Antarctic Treaty area;
S OWROEEwHE L L v EERHNE0 ~ SO
~ (b) be interpreted as a renunciation or
@@Mp_uﬁmﬁ%ﬁuﬁ%ﬂ%%ﬂibt/\dwamwumgﬂm%JZNﬁﬁTvO am:.w:cnu..o: by mmv\ Contracting Party
L . of, or as prejudicing, any right or
RV AN NAY @&ﬁ*%%ﬁL/\@%ﬁ*%@gﬂ% I S e claim %a _umm»wuomwnwwwaﬁno mxmnnwmm
coastal state jurisdiction under
EREAYEOEREBuPHI O HES R N3 R o0 international law within the area
—, 35*%&@L/\isﬁﬁ%@%%&gmfvot@&%tfi to which this Convention applies;
v e ~ the e ~ (¢) be interpreted as prejudicing the
EFO;@ \\wo position of any Contracting Party

as regards its recognition or non-

© BUREAET KM HES O HIBIRRI O X SCRERILIOR Clafny uch riene. clain

=




B
FEME
=6
D
i3

HEOH

TRIR- QY 0 LY E SR 4 QEREC AL Ve
RTINS R E < AP
T EEYROLRBFELTEEIE LSS OEHLO LY
SR ST MY BRI QTR Q KN D\ B0
W35 R QW LB EKRIREINK o © BRIY L iRl

M0 QW s °
A%

— BEERCERAVLL I ORRCERAY BEWRER
EOREROKHMY O L\« OEIBEKEBMEF C #25 O IIBD
I H D RIQ 00

N BERZOERAVS S IOHRRECERA Y EENRER
BUSTov R Omn’ EYTuREQ e un B RECESR
EXDERT QRIS QO ol xv L 3T S IR e 258
WHR<EOXH -0 02 o RRQ TR~ ORIBECKK
HIR 42 BR G o v I H N B 4 A4 ST O W R A 0 4 2 © 4Bl v i)
e ) oA e °

™ HORPCEEY MNEEYRMBEE) v v e LK
L EERER R WO ML RNBE CBEERROERA
A

B®ACK

HOHKRE L &0BRES I OWRROERE - ARERR
BHEHOEIBEQ QM 0 00 ik R - e R D sl 40

E R R R G

(d) affect the provision of Article IV,
paragraph 2, of the Antarctic Treaty
that no new claim, or enlargement of
an existing claim, to territorial
sovereignty in Antarctica shall be
asserted while the Antarctic Treaty
is in force.

ARTICLE V

1. The Contracting Parties which are not Parties to
the Antarctic Treaty acknowledge the special ob-
ligations and responsibilities of the Antarctic
Treaty Consultative Parties for the protection
and preservation of the environment of the An-
tarctic Treaty area.

2, The Contracting Parties which are not Parties to
the Antarctic Treaty agree that, in their activities
in the Antarctic Treaty area, they will observe as
and when appropriate the Agreed Measures for the
Conservation of Antarctic Fauna and Flora and
such other measures as have been recommended
by the Antarctic Treaty Consultative Parties
in fulfilment of their responsibility for the
protection of the Antarctic environment from
all forms of harmful human interference.

3. For the purposes of this Convention, "Antarctic
Treaty Consultative Parties' means the Contracting
Parties to the Antarctic Treaty whose Represen-
tatives participate in meetings under Article
IX of the Antarctic Treaty.

ARTICLE VI

Nothing in this Convention shall derogate from the rights

and obligations of Contracting Parties under the International
Convention for the Regulation of Whaling and the Convention
for the Conservation of Antarctic Seals

HH
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ARTICLE VII
’ - -
%ﬁAﬁ@ — ﬁ%@@ :@x.mASJ»K l@ﬁﬁ@ﬁ#w&%&ﬁﬁ@&mﬁﬁﬁ 1. The ognnmomwsw»mmum?m :owmww mmmmv:mv and
g - o ’ agree to maintain the Comm i the Con-
TvO;EAx AuTl _.%KEHHAKL AL v %%ﬁmﬁ»?.éio@xc - servation of Antarctic ZDR»MM MM,;MM wmmocwwmm
)2 N0 ) Ui A ° (hereinafter referred to as 'the Commission').
~ %ﬁaﬁé»@%&@i\ &@»C\B,DIC.T;OO 2. Membership in the Commission shall be as follows:
—~ .\ . . \ . (a) each Contracting Party which ticipated
K :@k*%%ﬁﬁLtAzAnKéMLthﬁ%%@ﬁ‘ %EA_A in nwm amoM»swumn sr»wr:nr; mwm<m~n—nmn_.,m
hall be a Member of the Commission;
@%ﬁ@kﬁfbo was adopted s ;
—_ — - . (b) each State Party which h ded to thi
2 B |+REOBMPUED S\ Q&R W= Rl | mcd<msmu_.w=nv5..mmw=n mo nwmummmmmmmx m:m:.m
n e entitled to be a Member of t C issi
Hm\ WE»WM.M _.A@.D :@&*A&M @@%@ﬁ%&ﬁv@@.&ai%@n n:nwswamw.n: time mw nrwm mnnmnﬁ—m wm_mdmemod
< o . ’ engaged in research or harvesting activiti
ﬁﬂ%?v@%#ﬁwﬁﬁl@ﬁuﬁwﬁﬁ“x ._5;1.:,.\ S *KEE wsmnmwwnwos to the marine :<w=mmnmmonunmmmm
Ax@ﬁ&@&;@%&ﬂ%&ﬁ»?éo to which this Convention applies;
— \ "~ — (c) each regional onomic integrati organ-
L &mﬁ ?T.ﬂ&*@ ﬁ.mm,rv;ﬁ* A Y @XK%KWAL.KW&% wnmn»oamtrwmy MMmannmam@ mmnmrwmznonmwwnwos
. ’ v pursuant to Article X¥XIX shall be entitle
Kﬁﬁﬁ&b@tb @hﬁﬁﬁu ﬁ@@%&@ﬁéaﬁAx@% to be a Member of the Commission u:nwam such
WME\C.‘H,.,O&__H%%%»B%%\ %EAE@%&@.&E%@H%% time as its States members are so entitled;
(d) a Contracting Party seeking to participat
.En.T;vOo w:wnrm work mm M”vmwnomﬁwmwmon ku.mcmmwnwom P
e, — . sub-paragraphs and (c hall noti
T SO OO BT mIm © L4 N E A0 1) U n:mxwmvomwﬁnwnw of n:mvvmmwmmcwwm w.iwn: e
, seeks to become a Member of the Commission
*bv@ﬁ%@u *KEAE@%AWW@\&E%,\&%*.DZVL-M% and of HnM tmwkumd.m%w to accept conservation
. L . measures in force. e Depositary shall
AHW QY G Tﬁ%&ﬁﬁ%mﬁ%ﬂxﬁfézﬁmsz.ﬁmﬁw communicate to each Member of the Commission
._M.H,:ﬁumm‘fvéo .Em ﬁ.ﬁi\ . . such notification and accompanying information.
(%2 A s MEEVIAY:: B i S ST DR <had ] Within two months of receipt of such communica-
. tion from the Depositary, any Member of the
So 42 R < © R AR F R e 0 RIMAK© S e 2 omgwm_mmcs wmw»nonﬂmuw mwwn a special meeting
of the Commission be he to consider the
@%Wmﬂ.ﬁ\ %ﬁmﬁﬁ#%%@@ﬁ%ﬂx”tﬁm_ MEHN/A.WH matter. Upon receipt of such request, the
. Depositary shall call such a meeting. If
VU QI E AL Q @%EATA@MN%AKADJZ%/\L& there is no request for a meeting, the
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Contracting Party submitting the notification
shall be deemed to have satisfied the require-
ments for Commission Membership.

3. Each Member of the Commission shall be represented
cw one representative who may be accompanied by
alternate representatives and advisers.

ARTICLE VIII

The Commission shall have legal personality and shall enjoy
in the territory of each of the States Parties such legal
capacity as may be necessary to perform its function and

achieve the purposes of this Convention. The privileges
and immunities to be enjoyed by the Commission and its
staff in the territory of a State Party shall be determined
by agreement between the Commission and the State Party
concerned.

ARTICLE IX

1. The function of the Commission shall be to give
effect to the objective and principles set out
in Article II of this Convention. To this end,
it shall:

(a) facilitate research into and comprehensive
studies of Antarctic marine living resources
and of the Antarctic marine ecosystem;

(b) compile data on the status of and changes
in population of Antarctic marine living
resources and on factors affecting the
distribution, abundance and productivity
of harvested species and dependent or
related species or populationms;
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(g)

(c)

(d)

(e)

)

(8)

(h)

The conservation measures referred to in paragraph

p<

ensure the acquisition of catch and effort
statistics on harvested populations;

analyse, disseminate and publish the
information referred to in sub-paragraphs
(b) and (c) above and the reports of the
Scientific Committee;

identify conservation needs and analyse
the effectiveness of conservation measures;

formulate, adopt and revise conservation
measutes on the basis of the best scien-
tific evidence available, subject to the
provisions of paragraph 5 of this Article;

implement the system of observation and
inspection established under Article
XXIV of this Convention;

carry out such other activities as are
necessary to fulfil the objective of
this Convention.

1 (f) above include the following:

(a)

(b)

(e)

(d)
(e)

(£)

()

the designation of the quantity of any
species which may be harvested in the
area to which this Convention applies;

the designation of regions and sub-regions
based on the distribution of populations
of Antarctic marine living resources;

the designation of the quantity which may
be harvested from the populations of
regions and sub-regionms;

the designation of protected species;

the designation of the size, age and,
as appropriate, sex of species which
may be harvested;

the designation of open and closed
seasons for harvesting;

the designation of the opening and
closing of areas, regions or sub-regions
for purposes of scientific study or
conservation, including special areas
for protection and scientific study;
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(h) regulation of the effort employed and
methods of harvesting, including fishing
gear, with a view, inter alia, to avoiding
unaue concentration of harvesting in any
region or sub-region;

(1) the taking of such other conservation
measures as the Commission considers
necessary for the fulfilment of the
objective of this Convention, including
measures concerning the effects of
harvesting and associated activities
on components of the marine ecosystem
other than the harvested populations.

The Commission shall publish and maintain a record
of all conservation measures in force.

In exercising its functions under paragraph 1 above,
the Commission shall take full account of the reco-
mmendations and advice of the Scientific Committee.

The Commission shall take full account of any relevant
measures or regulations established or recommended

by the Consultative Meetings pursuant to Article IX

of the Antarctic Treaty or by existing fisheries
commissions responsible for species which may enter the
area to which this Convention applies, in order that
there shall be no inconsistency between the rights

and obligations of a Contracting Party under such
regulations or measures and conservation measures
which may be adopted by the Commission.

Conservation measures adopted by the Commission in
accordance with this Convention shall be implemented
by Members of the Commission in the following manner:

(a) the Commission shall notify conservation
measures to all Members of the Commission;

(b) conservation measures shall become binding upon
all Members of the Commission 180 days after
such notification, except as provided in
sub-paragraphs (c) and {(d) below;

(c) if a Member of the Commission, within
ninety days following the notification
specified in sub-paragraph (a), notifies
the Commission that it is unable to accept
the conservation measure, in whole or in

be
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part, the measure shall not, to the extent
stated, be binding upon that Member of the
Commission;

(d) in the event that any Member of the
Commission invokes the procedure set forth
in sub-paragraph (c) above, the Commission
shall meet at the request of any Member of
the Commission to review the conservation
measure, At the time of such meeting and
within thirty days following the meeting,
any Member of the Commission shall have the
right to declare that it is no longer able

to accept the conservation measure, in which

case the Member shall no longer be bound by
such measure.

ARTICLE X

The Commission shall draw the attention of any
State which is not a Party to this Convention to

any activity undertaken by its nationals or vessels

which, in the opinion of the Commission, affects
the implementation of the objective of this
Convention.

The Commission shall draw the attention of all
Contracting Parties to any activity which, in
the opinion of the Commission, affects the
implementation by a Contracting Party of the
objective of this Convention or the compliance
by that Contracting Party with its obligations
under this Convention.

ARTICLE X1

The Commission shall seek to co-operate with Contracting
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Parties which may exercise jurisdiction in marine areas
adjacent to the area to which this Convention applies in
respect of the conservation of any stock or mnonmm of
agsociated species which occur both within those areas
aad the area to which this Convention applies, with a
view to harmonizing the conservation measures adopted
in respect of such stocks.

ARTICLE XII

1. Decisions of the Commission on matters of substance
shall be taken by consensus. The question of
whether a matter is one of substance shall be
treated as a matter of substance.

2. Decisions on matters other than those referred
to in paragraph 1 above shall be taken by a
simple majority of the Members of the Commission
present and voting.

3. In Commission consideration of any item requiring
a decision, it shall be made clear whether a
nnmwosmw economic integration organization
will participate in the taking of the decision
and, if so, whether any of its member States
will also participate. The number of Contracting
Parties so participating shall not exceed the
number of member States of the regional economic
integration organization which are Members of the
Commission.

4. In the taking of decisions pursuant to this

Article, a regional economic integration organ-
ization shall have only one vote.

ARTICLE XIII

1. The headquarters of the Commission shall be established

at Hobart, Tasmania, Australia.
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