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INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE
SAFETY OF LIFE AT SEA, 1974,

THE CONTRACTING GOVERNMENTS,

BEING DESIROUS of promoting safety of life at sea by establishing in
common agreement uniform principles and rules directed thereto,

OOZEUmEZO:._u.::wn:aiu«_Xm.wonoEoﬁngEnoo:n_:&o:
of a Cq to replace the 1 ional C ion for the Safety of Life
at won. 1960, taking account of developments since that Convention was cof-
cluded,

HAVE AGREED as follows:

ARTICLE 1
General Obligations under the Convention

(a) The Contracting Governments undertake to give effect to the provisions of
the present Convention and the Annex thereto, which shall constitute an integral
part of the present Conveation. Every reference to the present Convention
constitutes at the same time a reference to the Annex.

(b) The Contracting Governments undertake to promulgate all laws, decrees,
orders and regulations and to take all o ps which may be necessary to
give the present Convention full and com| ffect, 50 as to ensure that, from
the point of view of safety of life, a ship is fit for the service for which it is
intended.

ARTICLE 11
Application

The present Convention shall-apply to ships entitled to fly the flag of
States the Governments of which are Contracting Governments.
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ARTICLE 111
Laws, Regulations
take to communicate to and deposit

overnmental .Maritime Consultative
he Organiz:

(a) a list of non-governmental agencics which are authorized to act in their
behalf in the admimistrati r safety of life at sea for circulation to
the Contracting Governmen nformation of their officers;

(b) the text of laws, decrees, ords
promulgated on the various mat
vention;

and regulations which shall have been
within the scope of the present Con-

{c) a sufficient number of specimens of their Certificates issued under the
provisions of the present C for to the C Govern-
ments for the information of their officers.

ARTICLE IV
Cases of Force Majeure

(a) A ship, which is not subject to the provisions of the present Convention at
the time of its departure on any voyage, shall not become subject to the provisions
of the present Convention on account of any deviation from its intended voyage
due to stress of weather or any other cause of force majeure.

(b) Persons who are on board a ship by reason of force majeure or in conse-

quence of the obligation laid upon the master to carry shipwrecked or other

persons shall not be taken into account for the purpose of ascertaining the
ication to a ship of any provisions of the present Convention.

ARTICLE V
Carriage of Persons in Emergency

(a) For the purpose of evacuating persons in order to avoid a threat to the
security of their lives a Contracting Government may permit the carriage of a
larger number of persons in its ships than is otherwise permissible under the
present Convention.

(b) Such permission shall not deprive other Contracting Governments of
any right of control under the present Convention over such ships which come
within their ports.
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(¢) Notice of any such permission, together with a statement of the circum-
stances, shall be sent to the Secretary-General of the Organization by the

Contracting Government granting such permission.

ARTICLE VI
Prior Treaties and Conventions
(a)  As between the Contracting Governments, the present Convention replaces

and abrogates the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea which
was signed in London on 17 June 1960.

(b) All oth ies, conventions and arrangements relating to safety of life
atsea t present in force between Governments
partit ontinue to have full and complete effect

(i) ships to which the present Convention does not apply;

(i) ships to which the present Convention applies, in respect of matters
for which it has not expressly provided.

{c) To the extent, however, that such treaties, conventions or arrangements
conflict with the p of the present C the provisions of the
present Convention shall prevail.

(d) All matters which arc not expressly provided for in the present Con-
ventiun remain subject to the legisl of the Ci ing Gov

ARTICLE VIl

Special Rules drawn up by Agreement

When in accordan
up by agreement betwe:

the present Convention special rules are drawn
Il or some of the Contracting Governments, such
d to the Secretary-General of the Organization for
circulation to all Cuntracting Governments.

<O
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ARTICLE VIl

Amendments

(a) The present Convention may be amended by either of the procedures
specified in the following paragraphs.

(b)

A

after within the O

(D]

(i)

v

)

i)

(viiy (1)

proposed by a C ‘Government shall be
to the Secretary-General of the Organization, who shall
late it to all Members of the Organization and all Con-
tracting Governments at least six months prior to its consideration.

Any amendment proposed and circulated as above shall be referred
to the Maritime Safety Committee of the Organization for con-

g Governments of States, whether or not Members of
, shall be entitled to participate in the proceedings
e Safety Committee for the consideration and
adoption of amendments.

Amendments shall be adopted by a two-thirds majority of the
Contracting Governments present and voting in the Mar
Safety Committee expanded as provided for in sub-paragraph
of this paragraph (hereinafter referred to as “the expanded M:
time Safety Committee™) on condition that at Ieast one-third of the
Contracting Governments shail be present at the time of voting.

adopted in with sub- h (iv) of

this paragraph shall be communicated by the Secretary-General
of the O toall C Gi for

A

(1) Anamendment
of the Anne:
date on whi
Governments.

(2) An amendment to the Annex other than Chapter | shall be
deemed to have been accepted:
(aa) at the end of two years from the date on which it

is communicated to Contracting Governments for
acceptance; or

an Article of the Convention or to Chapter I
1l be deemed to have been accepied on the
s accepted by two-thirds of the Contracting

{bb) at the end of a different period, which shall not be less
than one year, if so determined at the time of its adoption
by a tw

s majority of the Contracting Govern-
and voting in the expanded Maritime
tee.

However, if within the uvﬁ.mna period cither more than one-
third of C
ments the combined _._.E.n_.;_: fleets of which consti

than fifty per cent of the gross tonnage of the world’s merchant
fleet, =o:mvo:._n Secretary-General of the Organization that they
object to :_o amendment, it shall be deemed not to have been
accepted.

An amendment to an Article of the Convention or to Chapter I
of the Annex shall enter into force with respect to those
Contracting Governm

decmed to have been accepted, and
pect to each Contracting Government which accepts
it after that date, six months after the date of that Contracting
Government’s acceptance.

An amendment to the Annex other than Chapter I shall enter
into force with respect to all Contracting Governments,
except those which have objected to the amendment under

2
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sub-paragraph (vi)(2) of this paragraph and which have not
hdrawn such objections, six months after the date on which
deemed to have been accepted. However, before the date
entry into force, EQ Contracting Government may give

Y he Qrganization that it

ng effect to that amendment for a
han one year from the date of its entry into
ger period as may be determined by a
y of the C G present
and n the expanded Maritime Safety Committee at the
time of the adoption of the amendment

() Amendment by a Conference:

(i) Upon the request of a Contracting Government concurred in by at
least one-third of the Contracting Governments, the
shall convene a Conference of Contracting Governments to con-
sider the present C

(ii) Every amendment adopted by such a Conference by a two-thirds
majority of the Contracting Governments present and voting shall

be no..:E::_n..:R_ 3 the Secretary-General of the Organization to
all Ce for

(i) Unless the Conference decides otherwise, the amendment shall be
deemed to have been accepted and shall enter into force in accord-
ance with the procedures specified in sub-paragraphs (b)(vi) and
(b)(vii) respectively of this Article, provided that references in these
paragraphs to the expanded Maritime Safety Committee shall be
taken to mean references to the Conference.

(d) () A Contracting Government which has accepted an amendment to
the Annex which has entered into force shall not be obliged to extend
the benefit of the present Convention in respect of the certificates

rnment of

(i) A Contracting Government which has accepted an amendment to
ered into force shal nd the benefit of the
s issucd to a ship
f which, pursuant to

aph (bXvii)(2) of this Article, has

present Conveation
entitled to fly the flag E
the provisions of sub-par:
notified the Secretary-General of the Orgamization that it exempts
itself from giving effect to the amendment.

, any amendment to the present
o the structure of a ship,
or which are at a similar
h the amendment enters

Il be sub-
who shall
inform all Contracting Governments of : submission and the date

of its receipt

(g)  The Secretary-General of the Organization shall inform all Contracting
Governments of any amendme n is Article,
together with the date on which each such amendment enters into furce.

cqollli



