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CONVENTION ON FUTURE
MULTILATERAL COOPERATION IN
THE NORTHWEST ATLANTIC
FISHERIES

The CONTRACTING PARTIES,
NOTING that the coastal States of the

ance with relevant principles &

al sea is meas-
in these areas
sovereign rights for the purpose of
exploring and exploiting, conserving
and managing these resources;

TAKING into account the work of the
Third United Nations Conference on
the Law of the Sea in the field of

DESIRING to promote the conservation

and optimum utilization of the fish-
Northwest Atlan-
ramework appro-
priate to the regime of extended
coastal State iction over fisher-
ies, and accordingly to encourage
international cooperation and consul-
tation with respect to these resources;

HAVE AGREED as follows:

ery resources
tic area within

ARTICLET

1. The area to which this QE;::E_
applies, hereinaf
Convention Area’

35°00 north latitude and west of a line
extending due north from 35°00' north
latitude and 42°00° west longitude to
58°00" north latitude, thence due west to
44°00° west longitude, and thence due
north to the coast of Greenland, and the
waters of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, Davis
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Strait and Baffin Bay south of 78°10"
north latitude.

2. The area referred to in this Con-
vention as “the Regulatory Area that
part of the Convention Area which lies
beyond the areas in which coastal States
exercise fisheries jurisdiction.

3. For the purposes of this Conven-
tion, “coastal State” shall hereinafter
mean a Contracting Party exercising
fisheries jurisdiction in waters forming
part of the Convention Area.

4. This Convention applies to all fish-
ery resources of the Convention Area,
with the foliowing exceptions: salmon,
tunas and marlins, cetacean stocks
managed by the International Whaling
Commission or any successor organiza-
tion, and sedentary species of the Conti-
nental Shel ms which, at the
harvestable stage, either are immobile on
or under the seabed or are unable to move
except in constant physical contact with
the seabed or the subsoil.

5. Nothing in this nﬁ=<n=:o= shall
be deemed to affect or prejudice the posi-
tions or cl i
in regard to inters
rial sea, or the limits or extent of
j n of any Party over fisheries;
ct or prejudice the views or

respect to the law of the sea.

ARTICLE IT

1. The Contracting Parties agree to
establish and maintain an international
organization whose object shail be to con-
tribute through consu

tion, hereinafter ref
Organization”, and sl carry out the
functions set forth in this Convention.

2. The Organization shall consist of:
(a) a General Council;
(b) aScientific Council;

(¢) aFisheries Commission; and
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(d) a Secretariat.

tions with

tions and

tracting P

may be necessary to perform tions
and achieve its ends. The im s and
privileges n and its

officers.
Contra y shall be subject to
between the Organi and

g
the Contracting Party concerned.

4 The headgquarters of the Organiza-
tion shall be at Dartmouth, Nova Scotia,
Canada, or at such other place as may be
decided by the General Council

ArTICLE 11T
The functions of the General Council
shall be:

(a) to supervise and co
organizational, admini:

(b) to coordinate the external relations
of the Organization;

(¢) to review and determine the member-
ship of the Fisheries Commission
pursuant to Article X111; and

(d) to exercise such other authority as is
conferred upon it by this Convention.

ARTICLE IV

1. Each Contracting Party shall be a
member of the General Council and shall
appoint to the Council not more than
three representatives who may be accom-
panied at any of its meetings by alter-
nates, experts and advisers.

| OH
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2. The General Council shall elect a
Chairman and a Vice-Chairman, each of
whom shall serve for a term of two years
and shall be eligible for re-election but
shall not serve for more than four years
in succession. The Chairman shall be a
representative of a Contracting Party
that is a member of the Fisheries Com-
mission and the Chairman and Vice-
Chairman shall be representatives of dif-
ferent Contracting Parties.

3. The Chairman shall be the Presi-
dent of the Organization and shall be its
principal representative.

4. The Chairman of the General
Council shall convene a regular annual
meeting of the Organization at a place
decided upon by the General Council and
which shall normally be in North Ameri-
ca

5. Any meeting of the General Coun-
cil, other than the annual meeting, may
be called by the Chairman at such time
and place as the Chairman may deter-
mine, upon the request of a Contracting
Party with the concurrence of another
Contracting Party

6. The General Council may establish
such Committees and Subcommittees as
it considers desirable for the exercise of
its duties and functions.

ARTICLE V

1 Each Contracting Party shall have
one vote in proceedings of the General
Council.

2. Except where otherwise provided,
decisions of the General Council shall be
taken by a majority of the votes of all
Contracting Parties present and casting
affirmative or negative votes, provided
that no vote shall be taken unless there is
a quorum of at least two-thirds of the
Contracting Parties

3. The General Council shall adopt,
and amend as occasion may require, rules
for the conduct of its meetings and for
the exercise of its functions.

4. The General Council shall submit
to the Contracting Parties an annual
report of the activities of the Organiza-
tion,

| O
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ARTICLE VI

1. The functions of the Sclentific
Council shall be:

(a) to provide a forum for consultation

and cooperation among the Contract-
ing Parties with respect to the study,
and exchange of scientific
ion and views relating to the
of the Convention Area,

cal factors affecting these fisheries,
and to encourage and promote coop-
eration among the Contracting Par-
ties in scientific research designed to
fill gaps in knowledge pertaining to
these matters;

(b) to compile and maintain statistics

of the Convention Area, including
environmental and ecological factors
affecting these fisheries;

(¢) to provide scientific advice to coastal
States, where requested to do so pur-
suant to Article VIL; and

(d) to provide scientific advice to the
Fisheries. Commission, pursuant to
Article VIII or on its own initiative
as required for the purposes of the
Commission

2. The functions of the Scientific
Council may. where appropriate, be car-
ried out in cooperation with other public
or private organizations having related
objectives

3. The Contracting Parties shall fur-
nish to the Scientific Council any avail-
able statistical and scientific information
the Council for the purpose

of this Article.

ArTicLE VII

1. The Scientific Council shall, at the
request of a coastal State, consider and
report on any q ion pertaining to the
scientific basis for the management and
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conservation of fishery resources in
waters under the fisheries jurisdiction of
that coastal State within the Convention
Area.

2. The coastal State shall, in consulta-

on referred to the Oo_.:.n:
pursuant to paragraph 1. These terms of
reference shall include, along with any
other matters deemed appre

a description of any
relevant factors or assumptions to be

whether specific advice or a range of
options should be provided

ARTICLE VIII

within the Regulatory Area and shall
take into account the terms of reference
specified by the Fisheries Commission in
respect of that question.

ArticLe IX

1. Each Contracting Party shall be a
member of the Scientific Council and
mrm: appoint to the Cou

who may be
u:w of its meetings by alternates, experts
and advisers

2. The Scientific Council shall elect a
Chairman and a Vice-Chairman, each of
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whom shall serve for a term of two years
and shall be eligible for re-election but
shall
in succession. The Chairman and Vice-

Chairman shall be representatives of dif-
terent Contracting Parties

3. Any meeting of the Scientific
Council, other than the annual meeting
convened pursuant to Article IV, may be
called by the Chairman at such time and
place as the Chairman may determine,
upon the request of a coastal State or
upon the request of a Contracting Party
with the concurrence of another Con-
tracting Party.

4. The Scientific Council may estab-
lish such Committees and Sub-commit-
tees as it considers desirable for the exer-
cise of its duties and functions.

ARTICLE X

1 Scientific advice to be provided by
the Scientific Council pursuant to this
Convention shall be determined by con-
sensus. Where consensus cannot be
e Council shall set out in its

2. Decisions of the Scientific Council
with respect 10 the election of officers,
the adoption and the amendment of rules
and other matters pertaining to the
I be taken by
all Contracting

organization of its
a majority of votes
Parties present and casting affirmative or
negative votes, and for these purposes
each Contracting Party shall have one
vote. No vote shall be taken unless there
is a quorum of at least two-thirds of the
Contracting Parties.

3. The Scientific Council shall adopt,
and amend as occasion may require, rules
for the conduct of its meetings and for
the exercise of its functions.

|OR
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ARTICLE XI

1. The Fisheries Commission, herein-
after referred to as “the Commission”,
shall be responsibl management
and conservation ery resources
of the Regulatory Area accordance
with the provisions of this Article.

he Commission may adopt pro-
r joint action by the Contracting
gned to achieve the optimum

ry Area. In considering such pro-
posals, the Commission shall take into
account any relevant information or
advice provided to it by the Scientific
Council.

3. In the exercise of its functions
under paragraph 2, the Commission shall
seek to ensure consistency between:

(a) any proposal that applies to a stock
or group of stocks occurring both
within the Regulatory Area and
within an area under the fisheries
Jjurisdiction of a coas
proposal that wao
through species in
a stock or group
in whole or in part
under the fisheries jurisdiction of a
coastal State, and

(b) any measures or decisions taken by
the coastal te for the management
and conservation of that stock or
group of stocks with respect to fish-
ing activities conducted within the
area under its fisheries jurisdiction.

The appropriate coastal State and the
Commission shall accordingly promote
the coordination of such proposals, meas-
ures and decisions. Each coastal State
shall keep the Commission informed of
its measures and decisions for the pur-
pose of this Article.

4. Proposals adopted by the Commis-
sion for the allocation of catches in the
Regulatory Area shall take into account
the interests of Commission members
whose vessels have traditionally fished
within that Area, and, in the allocation of
catches from the Grand Banks and Flem-
ish Cap, Commission members shall give
special consideration to the Contracting
Party whose coastal communities are
primarily dependent on fishing for stocks
related to these fishing banks and which
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has undertaken extensive efforts to
ensure the conservation of such stocks

banks under an international scheme of

joint enforcement,

5. The Commission may also adopt
for i of

control and enforcement within the
Regulatory Area for the purpose of ensur-
ing within that Area the application of
this Convention and the measures in
force thereunder.

for the purposes of paragraph 1 of Article
XIL

ties to enter into force on a date deter-
mined by the Commission.

fishery

consideration of that question.

9. The Commission may invite the

objectives and purposes of this Conven-
tion within the Regulatory Area

ArTICLE XII

1. If any Commission member

ration of forty days following the date of
transmitta! specified in the notification
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of that objection to the Cont

period or periods for objecting. If, how-
ever, at the end of such extended period
or periods, objections have been present-
ed and maintained by a majo

become a binding measure, u ny or
all of the Commission members neverthe-
less agree as among themselves to be
bound by it on an agreed date.

2 Any Commission member which
has objected to a proposal may at any
time withdraw that objection and the
proposal immedia
measure binding on such a member, sub-
ject to the objection procedure provided
for in this Article

3. At any time after the expiration of

binding on a Commission member under
this paragraph, the measure shall cease to
be binding on any other Commission
member upon the date a notice of its
intention not to be bound is received by
the Executive Secretary

4. The Executive Secretary shall
immediately notify each Contracting
Party of.

(a) the receipt of each objection and
withdrawal of objection under para-
graphs 1 and 2;

(b) the date on which any proposal

becomes a binding measure under the
provisions of paragraph 1; and

(¢) the receipt of each notice under para-
graph 3
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ArTicLe XTIT

1. The membership of the Commis-
sion shall be reviewed and determined by
the General Council at its annual meet-
ing and shall consist of:

(a) each Contracting Party which par-
ticipates in the fisheries of the

n member shall
on not more than

s meetings by alter-
nates, experts and advisers.

3. Any Contracting Party that is not a
Commission member may attend meet-
ings of the Commission as an observer.

term of two years
and shall be eligible for re-election but
shall not serve for more than four years
in succession. The Chairman and Vice-
Chairman shall be representatives of dif-
ferent Commission members.

5. Any meeting of the Commission,
other than the annual meeting convened
pursuant to Article IV, may be called by
the Chairman at such time and place as
the Chairman may deternine, upon the
request of any Commission member.

6. The Commission may establish
such Commit d Subcommittees as
it considers di e for the exercise of
its duties and functions.
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ARTICLE XIV

1. Each Commission member shall
have one vote in proceedings of the
Commission.

2. Decisions of the Commission shall
be taken by a majority of the votes of all
Commission members present and cast-
ing atfirmative or negative votes, pro-
vided that no vate shall be taken unless
there is a quorum of at least two-thirds of
the Commission members.

3. The Commission shall adopt, and
amend as occasion may require, rules for
the conduct of its meetings and for the
exercise of its functions,

ARTICLE XV

1. The Secretariat shall provide ser-
vices to the Organization in the exercise
of its duties and fu

Secretary, who shall be appointed by the
General Council according to such proce-
dures and on such terms as it may
determine.

3. The staff of the Secretariat shall be
appointed by the Executive Secretary in
accordance with such rules and proce-
dures as may be determined by the Gen-
eral Council.

4. The Executive Secretary shall, sub-
ject to the general supervi: of the
General Council, have full por and au-
thority over staff of the Secretariat and
shall perform s unctions as the
General Counci

ARTICLE XV

1. Each Contracting Party shall pay
the expenses of its own delegation to all
meetings held pursuant to this Conven-
tion.

2. The General Council shall adopt an
annual budget for the Organization.
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3. The General Council shall estab-
lish the contributions due from each Con-
tracting Party under the annual budget
on the following basis:

(a) 10% of the budget shall be divided

budget year;

(b) 30% of the budget shall be divided
equally among all the Contract-
ing Parties; and

(¢) 60% of the budget shall be divided

portion to
the Conventional Area in the year
ending two years before the begin-
ning of the budget year.

The nominal catches referred to above
shall be the reported catches of the spe-
cies listed in Annex I, which forms an
integral part of this Convention.

4. The Executive Secretary shall
notify each Contracting Party of the con-
tribution due from that Party as calculat-
ed under paragraph 3, and as soon as
possible thereafter each Contracting
Party shall pay to the Organization its
contribution

5. Contributions shall be payable in
the currency of the country in which the

ed, except if otherwise authorized by the
General Council

tions

drafts of the annual budget shall be sub-
mitted by the Executive Secretary to each

schedule of col
sixty days befo! annual meeting of
the Organization at which the budgets
are to be considered

n accordance with the provi-
s Article that is proportional
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to the number of complete months re-
maining in the year

9. A Contracting Party which has not

this Convention until
obligations. unless the
decides otherwise

all apply in place of
the provisians of paragraph 6

ARTICLE XVIT

any measures which become binding
under paragraph 7 of Article X1 and any

XXIIL Each Con g Party shall
transmit to the Coi ion an annual
statement of the actions taken by it for
these purposes

ArTICLE XVIIT

within the Regu
Joint internation,
cable pursuant
modified by mea:

and sanctions on the basis of evidence
resulting from such boardings and
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inspections. A report of such prosecutions
and sanctions imposed shall be included
in the annual statement referred to in
Article XVII

ARTICLE XIX

The Contracting Parties agree to
invite the attention of any State not a
Party to this Convention to any matter
relating to the fishing activities in the
Regulatory Area of the nationals or ves-
sels of that State which appear to affect
adversely the attainment of the objec-
is Convention. The Contracting
Parties further agree to confer when
appropriate upon the steps to be taken
towards obviating such adverse effects.

ARTICLE XX

boundaries of whi
defined in Annex I11

2. On the request of the Scientific
Council, the General Council may by a

es, if deemed necessary for
or statistical purposes, modify

provided that
ising fisheries
Jjurisdiction in any part of the area affect-
ed concurs in such action.

3. On the request of the Fisheries
Commission and after having consulted
the Scientific Council, the General Coun-
cil may by a twi ajority vote of
all Contracting deemed neces-
sary for management purposes, divide the
Regulatory Area into appropriate regula-
tory divisions and subdivisions. These
may subsequently be modified in accord-
ande with the same procedure. The
boundaries of any such divisions and sub-
divisions shall be defined in Annex IIL.
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Article, forms an integral part of this
Convention.

ARTICLE XXI

1. Any Contracting Party may pro-
pose amendments to this Convention to
be considered and acted upon by the Gen-
eral Council at an annual or a special
meeting. Any such proposed amendment
nt to the Executive Secretary

is proposed to be acted upon,
Executive Secretary shall
immediately transmit the proposal to all
Contracting Parties

2. The adoption of a proposed amend-
ment to the Convention by the General

Parties. The text of any proposed amend-
ments so adopted shall be transmitted by
the Depositary to all Contracting Parties.

3. An amendment shall take effect for
all Contracting Parties one hundred and

Depositary of
the amendment
any Contracting
Party which has

shall take
ties one hundr
ing the date
the notific:
receipt of the last withdrawal

J\
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4. Any Party which becomes a Con-
tracting Party to the Convention after an
amendment has been adopted in accord-
ance with paragraph 2 shall be deemed to
have approved the said amendment

. The Depositary shall promptly

ing Parties of the

and the entry into force of amendments.

ARTICLE XXIT

1. This Convention shall be open for

after be open for accession.

s Convention shall be subject to
n, acceptance or approval by
tories and the instruments of
ratific: acceptance or approval shall
with the Government of
Canada, referred to in this Convention as
“the Depositary”

3. This Convention shall enter into
force upon the fi
lowing the de)
ratification,
not less than six Signatories, at least one
of which exercises fisheries jurisdiction
in waters forming part of the Convention
Area,

4. Any party which has not signed
this Convention may accede thereto by a
notification in writing to the Depositary.
A s received by the Depositary

pri he date of entry into force of this
Ci on shall become effective on the
daf Convention enters into force.

after the date of entry int
Convention shall become effective on the
date of receipt by the Depositary.
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5. The Depositary shall inform all
Signatories and all Contracting Parties of
all ratif; i or app!
deposited and accessions received,

6. The Depositary shall convene the
initial meeting of the Organization to be
held not more than six months after the
coming into force of the Convention, and
shall ~ communicate the provisional
agenda to each Oe.::n::m_ Party not less
than cne month before the date of the
meeting.

ArTICLE XXIIT

Upon the entry into force of this Con-

the ICNAF Convention, become a meas-
ure binding on each Contracting Party
with respect to the Regulatory Area
immediately, if the proposal has become
he ICNAF Convention,

hall remain binding on each
g Party, until such time as it
placed by a measure which
inding pursuant to Article
XI of this Convention; provided that no
such replacement shall take effect before
this Convention has been in force for one
year.

ARrTICLE XXIV

1. Any Contracting Party may with-
draw from the Convention on 31 Decem-
ber of any year by giving notice on or
before the preceding 30 June to the
Depositary, which shall communicate
copies of such notice to other Contracting
Parties.

1110
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2. Any other Contracting Party may
thereupon withdraw from the Conven-
tion on the same 31 December by giving
notice to the Depositary within one
month of the receipt of a copy of a notice
of withdrawal given pursuant to para-
graph 1

ARTICLE XXV

1. The original of the present Con-
vention shall be deposited with the Gov-
shall com-
municate certified copies thereof to all
the Signatories and to all the Contracting
Parties

2. The Depositary shall register the
present Convention with the Secretariat
of the United Nations

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the under-
signed, being duly authorized thereto,
have signed this Convention

English
being equally authentic





