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INTERMATIONAL COVENANT ON CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS

The States Parties to the present Covenant

Considering that, in sccordance with the principles proclaimed in the Charter
of the United Metions, recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and
inaliensble rights of sll members of the human family is the foundation of
freedom, justice and peace in the world,

Recognizing that these rights derive from the inherent dignity of the
human person,

Recognizing that, in accordance with the Universsl Declaration of Human
Rights, the idesl of free hupan beings enjoying civil and political freedom

and freedom from fear and want can only be schieved if conditions are created

enjoy his civil and political rights, as well as his economic,
ion of States under the Charter of the United Mations
respect for, and cbservence of, humen rights and freedoms,
Realizing that the individual, having duties to other individusls and to

the community to which he belongs, ia under a

responsibility to strive for the
promotion and cbservance of the rights reccgnized in the present Coverant,

Agree upon the following articles:

PART I

Article 1

1. All peoples have the right of eelf-determinaticn, By virtue of that
right they freely determine their political status and freely pursue their

economic, social and cultural development,
2. ALL peoples may, for their own ends, freely dispose of their natursl vealth

and resources vithout prejudice to any obligations arising out of internsticosl

HRnl
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economic co-operution, based upon the principle of mutual benefit, and imternaticoal
1av. In no case may & people be deprived of 1ts ovn means of subsistence,

3. The States Parties to the present Covenant, including those having

lity for the of Non-Self. ng and Trust Territaries,
shall promote the realization of the right of self-determination, end shall respect

that right, in conformity with the provisions of the Charter of the United Netions.

PART IT

Article 2

L. Bach State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to respect and to
ensure to all individusls within its territory and subject to its jurisdiction
the rights recognised in the present Covenant, vithout distinction of wuy kind,
such as race, colour, sex, lenguage, religion, political or cther opinion, national
or social arigin, property, birth or other status.

2. Where not alresdy provided for by existing legislative ar cther messures,
each State Party to the present Covenmnt undertakes to take the necessary steps,

in wvith its

and vith the pi of the
present Covenant, to adopt such legislative or other measures as mey be necessary
o give effect to the rights recognized in the present Covendnt.

3. Bach State Party to the present Covenant undertakes:

(a) To ensure that any person vhose rights ar freedoms as herein recognized

are violated shall have an effective remedy, thet the
bas been committed by persons acting in an official capacity;

(B) To ensure that any perscn claiming such & remedy shall have his right
thereto vy

Judscial, LR
suthorities, or by any other competent suthority provided for by the legal system
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of the State, and to develop the possibilities of judicial remedy;
{g) To ensure that the competent authorities sball enforce such remedies

vhen granted.

Article 3
The States Partics to the present Coverant undertake to emaure the equal
right of men and vomen to the enjoyment of all civil and political rights set

forth in the present Covenant.

Article &

1, In time of public emergency which threatens the life of the nation and
the existence of which is officlally proclaimed, the States Parties to the present
Covenant may take measures derogating froe their obligations under the present
Covenant to the extent strictly required by the exigencies of the situation,
provided that such measures are not inconsistent with their other obligations
under internationsl law and do not involve discrimination solely on the ground of
race, colour, sex, language, religion or social arigin.

2. Mo dercgetion from articles 6, 7, 8 (paragraphs 1 snd 2}, 11, 15, 16
and 18 may be made under this provision,

3. Any State Party to the present Covenant aveiling itself of the right of
derogation shall immediately inform the other States Parties to the present

Covenant, through the of the

1 of the United Mations,

of the provisions from which it has derogated and of the reasons by vhich it

IRH
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wvas actusted. A further commnication sball be mde, through the ssme intermediary,

on the date on vhich it terminates such derogation.

Article 5
1. Kothing in the present Covenant may be interpreted as implying for
any State, group or person sny right to engage in amy activity or perferm smy
act simed at the destruction of amy of the rights and fresdoms reccgnised herein
or st their limitation to & grester extent than is provided for in the present

Coverant,

2.  There shall be no restriction upom or dercgation from mny of the
fundemental humsn rights recognized or existing in sny State Party to the prewent
Covenant pursuant to lav, conventions, regulations or custom on the pretext
that the present Covenant does not recognize such rights or thet it reccgnizes

them to a lesser extent.

PART 111

Article 6

1. Every humn being has the inherent right to life. This right shall
be protected by law, No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his life.
2.  In countries which have not sbolished the desth penalty, sentence of

death mey be imposed only for the most serious crimes in accordsnce vith the law
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in force at the time of the commission of the crime end not contrary to the
provisions of the present Covenant and to the Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. This penalty can only be carried out
pursuant to a finel judgement rendered by a competent court.

3. When deprivation of life constitutes the crime of genocide, it 1s
understood that nothing in this article shall authorize any State Party to the
Present Covenant to derogate in any way from any cbligation assumed under the
provisions of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide.

4.  Anyone sentenced to death shall have the right to seek pardon or
comautation of the sentence, Amnesty, pardon or commutation of the sentence
of death mey be granted in all cases.

5. Sentence of death shall not be imposed for crimes committed by persons
belov eighteen years of age and shell not be carried out on pregnant vomen,

6. Nothing in this article shall be invoked to delay or to prevent the

mbolition of capital punishment by any State Party to the present Covemant.

Article

No cne shall be subjected tc torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment. In particulsr, no one shall be Bubjected without

his free consent to medical or scientific experimentation.

Article 8

1. No one shall be held in slavery; slavery and the slave-trade in all

their forms shsll be prohibited.

R+
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2. No one shall be held in servitude.
3. (8) No one shall be required to perform forced or compulsory labour;

(b) Paregraph 3 (a) shall not be held to preclude, in countries vhere
imprisonment with hard labour may be imposed as a punishment for a crime, the
performnce of hard labour in pursuance of a sentence to such punishment by a
competent court;

(c) For the purpose of this paragraph the term “forced or compulsory
labowr™ shall not include:

(1) Any work or service, not referred to in sub-parsgraph (b), normally
required of a person who is under detention in consequence of &
lavful order of & court, or of s person during conditional release
from such detention;

(11) Any service of a military character and, in countries where conscientious
objection is recognised, any national service required by law of
conscientious objectors;

(111) Any service exacted in cases of emergency or calamity threatening the
1ife or vell-being of the community;

(1v) Any work or service which forms part of normal civil obligations.

Article 9

1. Everyone has the right to liberty and security of person. No one shall
be to

"y arrest or det Fo one shall be deprived of his
liberty except on such grounds and in mccordance with such procedure as are
established by lav.
2. Anyone vho 1s arrested shell be informed, at the time of arrest, of the
reasons for his srrest and shall be promptly informed of any charges againat him.
3. Anyone arrested or detained on & criminal charge shall be brought

promptly before a judge or other officer suthorized by law to exercise judicial
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power and shall be entitled to trial vithin & ressonable time or to release. It
shall not be the general rule that persons swsiting trial shall be detained in
custody, but relesse way be subject to guarantees to appear for trial, at any
other stage of the judicial proceedings, and, should occasion arise, for execution
of the judgement.

k. Anyone who is deprived of his liberty by arrest or detention shall be
entitled to take proceedings before a court, in crder that that court may decide
vithout delsy on the lavfulness of his detention and order his release if the
detention is not lawful,

5. Anyone vho has been the victim of unlawful arrest or detention shell

have an enforceable right to compensation.

Article 10

1. ALl persons deprived of their liberty shall be treated with humanity and
with respect for the inherent dignity of the human person.

2. (a) Accused persons shall, save in exceptional circumstances, be
segregated from convicted persons and shall be subject to separate treatment
sppropriate to their status as unconvicted persons;

(b) Accused juvenile persons shall be separated from adults and brought
as speedily as possible for adjudication,

3. The penitentiary system sball comprise trestment of prisoners the
essential aim of which shall be their reformation and social rehabilitetion.
Juvenile offenders shall be segregated from adults and be sccorded trestment

appropriste to their age and legal status,

HRR
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Article 11

¥o one shall be faprisoned merely on the ground of inability to fulfil a

contractual obligation,

Article 12

1. Bveryone lavfully vithin the territory of a State shall, within that
territory, have the right to liberty of movement and freedom to choose his

residence.

2. Bveryone shall be free to leave any country, including his own,

3. The above-mentioned rights shall not be subject to amy restrictions

except those vhich are provided by law, Ty to protect national

security, public order (ordre public), pudl ealth or morsls or the rights
and freedoms of others, and are consistent with the other rights recognized in
the present Covenant.

L. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of the right to enter his own

country,

Article 13
An slien lawfully in the territory of a State Party to the present Covenant
way be expelled therefrom only in pursusnce of a decision resched in sccardance
¥ith lav and shall, except where compelling reasons of national security othervise
require, be alloved to sutmit the reasons against his expuleion and to bave his

case revieved by, and be represented for the purpose before, the competemt suthority

or & person or persons especially by the
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Article 1b

1. All perecns smll be equal before the courts and tribumals. In the
determination of any criminel charge sgainst bim, or of bis rights and obligations

in & suit st lav, everyone shall be entitled to & fair and public hearing by &
competent, independent snd impartial tribunal established by 1av. Tae Press and

tBe public may be excluded from all or part of a trial for reasons of morals,
public order (ordre public) or naticnal security in a democratic society, or

when the interest of the private lives of the parties so requires, ar to the extent
strictly necessary in the opinion of the court in special circumstances where
publicity vould prejudice the interests of justice; but any judgement rendered

in & crisinal cese ar in @ sult at lew shall be made public except where the
interest of juvenile persons othervise requires or the proceedings concern
matrinonial disputes or the guardianship of children,

2. Everyone charged with & criminal offence shall bave the right to be
presused innocent until proved guilty sccording to lav.

3. In the determination of any criminal charge against him, everyone shall
e entitled to the folloving minimun guarsntees, in full equality:

(8) To be informed promptly and in detail in a language vhich he understands
of the nature and cause of the charge mgainst him;

() To have adequate time and facilities for the preparation of his defence
and to communicate with counsel of his own choosing;

(2} To be tried without undue delay;

(4) To be tried {n his presence, and to defend himelf in person or through
legal assistence of his ovn choosing; to be informed, if he doss not have lagal
sssistance, of this right; snd to have legal mesistance assigned to him, in any
case where the interests of justice so require, and without payment by him in any
such case if he does not have sufficient means to pay for it;

(8) To examine, or have examined, the witnesses against him and to obtain

the and of on his behalf under the same conditions
a8 vitnesses against him;

(f) To have the free aasistance of an interpreter if he cannot understand
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ar spesk the language used in court;
(g) Mot to be compelled to testify aaminst himself or to confess guilt.

k. In the case of juvenile perso

ns, the procedure shall be s will take

perdoned on the
that there has been
punishment as a result of such wiction shall be compensated according to lsw,
unless it is proved that the non-disclosure of the urknown fact in time is wholly
or partly sttributable to him.

7. Ko one shall be lisble to be tried or punished again for an offence for

which he has already been finslly d or in vith the

lav and pensl procedure of each country,
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Article 15
1. Mo one shall be held guilty of any criminal offence on sccount of any
act or omission which did not constitute a crimimal offence, under netional or
international lav, at the time vhen it vas committed. Nor shall aheavier
penalty be imposed than the one that was applicable at the time vhen the crimimal

offence ves ir, to the

of the offence, grovision
s made by lew for the imposition of a lighter penalty, the offender shall benefit
therety.

2. Nothing in this article shtall prejudice the trial and punishment of any
person for any act or omlssion which, at the time when it was committed, vaa
criminal according to the general principles of law recognised by the community

of nations,

Acticle 16

Everyone shall have the right to recognition everywhere as a person before

the lav.

Article 1

1. No one anall be to

y or unlavful with his
privacy, family, home or correspondence, nor to unlavful attacks on his honour
and reputation.

2. Everyone has the right to the protection of the lav against such

interfersnce or sttacks.
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