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ASTAN-OCEANIC POSTAL CONVENTION

The undersigned representatives, duly authorized by
their respective Governments:

- considering the importance of the common problems
which face the Postal Administrations in the Asian
and Oceanic area;

- convinced of. the.opportunity of instituting and
developing a large degree of cooperation between
them; and

- in the exercise of the rights granted them by the
Constitution of the Universal Postal Union;

have agreed to conclude, under reservation of acceptance,
approval or ratification by their respective Governments,

the following Convention:

PART I

General Provisions

ARTICLE 1
Constitution and Purpose of the Union
1. The countries between which the present Convention
is concluded form, under the name of "Asian-Oceanic Postal
Union", hereafter referred to as "the Union®, a single postal

territory.

2. The purpose of the Union is to extend, facilitate
and improve the postal relations between the member-countries

and promote cooperation in the field of the postal services.

ARTICLE 2

Members of the Union

Member-countries of the Union are:

| OH
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a) Countries which have membership status at the date
on which this Convention comes into force;

b) Countries admitted to membership in accordance with,
Article 3.

ARTICLE 3

Adherence to the Union

1. Any member-country of the Universal Postal Union in
Asia and Oceania may request adherence as a member of the

Asian-Oceanic Postal Union.

2. The request for adherence is transmitted through
diplomatic channels to the Government of the Republic of the
Philippines and by the latter to the member-countries of the

Union.

3. The country concerned is considered as adhering to
the Union if its request is approved by at least two-thirds

of the member-countries of the Union.

4. Member-countries of the Union failing to reply within

four months are considered as abstaining.

5. Adherence to the Union is made known by the Govern-
ment of the Republic of the Philippines to the Governments
of all the member—countries of the Union. It takes effect
from the date on which the condition prescribed in Paragraph

3 is fulfilled.

6. Any country which has the required qualificatiens
but which can not comply with any provision of the Conven—
tion may apply for membership to the Union subject to the

conditions which may be acceptable to all member-countries.

ARTICLE &4

Withdrawal from the Union
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1. Any member-country has the right to withdraw from
the Union by mears of a notice of its renunciation of the
Convention given through diplomatic channels to the Govern-
ment of the Republic of the Philippines, which makes it known

to the Governments of the other member-countries.

2 Withdrawal from the Union becomes effective at the
expiration of a period of one year, counting from the date
of receipt of the notification by the Government of the

Republic of the Philippines.

ARTICLE

Official Language

English is the official language of the Union. However,
member-countries whose language is not English may provide

for a translation at their own expense.

ARTICLE 6

Special Agreements

1. The member-countries of the Union, or their Postal
Administrations if the legislation of the countries permits,
may conclude special agreements concerning the international
postal service between themselves on condition that they do
not introduce provisions less favorable to the public than
those laid down in the Convention.

2. These special agreements are notified through the
intermediary of the Central Office to member-countries or

their Postal Administrations, as the case may be.
ARTICLE 7
Organs of the Union

There are established as the organs of the Union: The
Congress, the Executive Council, the Asian and Oceanic Postal
Training School, the Central Office and such other organs as

may be necessary.
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ARTICLE 8
Congress
1. The Congress, being the supreme organ of the Union,
is composed of representatives from member-countries.
2. The delegates of the member~countries of the Union

meet in Congress not later than two years after the holding

of each Universal Postal Congress in order to revise the
Convention of the Union, if necessary, and to consider such
other postal problems of common interest to the member—

countries of the Union as they may deem necessary.

3. TEach country is represented in the Congress by one
or more delegates duly authorized for the purpose by their

respective Governments.
4. Fach country has only one vote.

5. Observers may be invited to attend meetings of the
Union in an advisory capacity without the right to vote pro-
vided that they represent the United Nations or one of its
Specialized Agencies or Postal Administrations of member~
countries of the Universal Postal Union. At the request of
Congress or the Executive Council, the invitation is made by
the Covernment of the country in which the meeting is to

take place.

6. 1In principle each Congress designates the country
in which the next Congress is to be held. If that designa-
tion proves inapplicable or inoperative, it falls to the
Executive Council to designate the country where Congress
is to meet, after consultation with the latter country.

7. After consultation with the Central Office, the
host Government fixes the date and place of the Congress.

In principle six months before that date the host Government
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sends an invitation to the Government of each member-
country of the Union. This invitation may be sent direct

or through the Director of the Central Office.

ARTICLE 9
Extraordinary Congresses

1. An extracrdinary Congress may be held at the request
or with the consent of at least two-thirds of the member-
countries.

2. The place and date of assembly is fixed by the
Executive Council in agreement with the member-countries
initiating the Congress.

3. The provisions of Article 8, Paragraphs 3, 4 and

5, apply to extraordinary Congresses.

ARTICLE 10

Executive Council

1. To ensure the continuity of m:m work of the Union
in the intervals between Congresses, an Executive Council
meets, in principle once each year, at the place where the
Central Office is situated unless the majority of member-
countries decides otherwise.

2. The Courncil comprises all the member-countries of
the Union, with a quorum of the majority.

3. Tho Prceident of each Congrass convenes the first
meeting of the Council after the holding of that Congress.
At the meeting, the Council elects from among its members a
Chairman and a Vice-Chairman, who hold office until the con-

clusion of the next Congress.

4. The annua) meetings of the Executive Council fol-
lowing the first meeting are convened by its Chairman.

5. Between ordinary sessions, the Council may be
convened, as a general rule at the place where the Central

Office is situated, by the Chairman at the request of a two-

| OR
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thirds majority of the member-countries cf the Union.

6. The Council may appoint sub-Committees or working
groups to assist with its work or tc sticv specific postal

questions.

7. The working expenses of the Council are borne by

the Union. The services of a Council member are gratuitous.

8. Member-countries are represented at meetings of the

Council by qualified postal officials.

9. The functicns of the Council are -

a) to perform any duty assigned to it by resolu-
tion of the Congress;

b) to maintain contacts with Postal Administra-
tions of the member-countries of the Union
with a view to improving the postal service;

¢) to prescribe rules for the administration of
the Central Office and to supervise the acti-
vities of the Central Office;

d)} to review and wvmq.cﬁ the annual budget and
accounts of the Union prepared by the Central
Office in the intervals between Congresses;

e) to make useful contacts with the various organs
of the Universal Postal Union, with the Restricted
Unions or with other Specialized Agencies of the
United Nations with special interests in the area,
and, if necessary, to appoint representatives to
conference of such organizations;

f) to assemble, prior to each Universal Postal
Congress, in accordance with the provisions of
Article 17, Paragraph 3; and

g) to take necessary steps, with the agreement of
the majority of the members of the Union, pro-
visionally to carry out such other administra-
tive acts which are not covered by the Convention
and cannot await the next Congress for settlement.
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ARTICLE 11

Asian and Oceanic Postal Training School

1. The purpose of the School is to provide training
facilities to improve postal services within Asia and
Oceania.

2. The responsibility for administering the School shall
be entrusted to a Governing Board. The Board shall meet
annually. The meeting shall be held in Bangkok unless other-

wisec decided.

ARTICLE 12

Central Office

1. The Central Office of the Union functions at Manila
unless the Executive Council decides otherwise.

2. The Central Office is composed of a Director, an
Assistant Director and such other staff as the Union may
require.

3. The Director of the Central Oifice attends the
meetings of the Union and takes part in the discussions
without the right to vote.

L. The Central Office provides the secretariat for
meetings of the Union, jointly with the Postal Administra-
tions of the countries where the meetings are held, and serves
as a medium of liaison, information and inquiry for the

member-countries of the Union.

5. The Director and the Assistant Lirector of the
Central Office are chosen, from among Gualified postal offi-
cials, by the Congress or, if necessary, by the Executive
Council which also fixes their tenure of office

6. The Director and.the Assistant Director, whenever

possible, should be nationals of different countries.

7. The Central Office is under the general supervision
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of the Executive Council and its financial accounts are
audited by the competent authority of the country where the

Central Office is situated.

ARYTICLIY 13
Introduction of Propositions to Congresses

1. The Postal Administration of any member-country has
the right to present propositions to Congresses, which pro-
positions must reach the Central Office at least three months
before the holding of the Congress. Nevertheless, proposi-
tions which reach the Central Office during the period of
three months preceding the holding of the Congress may also
be cansidered at the discretion of the Congress.

2. The Central Office publishes these propositions and
distributes them, as early as possible, among the Postal

Administrations of the member-countries.

ARTICLE 14

Decisions of Meetings of the Union

1. The agreement of at lcast two-thirds of the member—
countries of the Union is recuired in order to amend Part I
of the Convention. When amendment of Part I of the Conven-
tion is not involved, decisions at meetings of the Union are

taken by a majority of the members present and voting.

2. At meetings of the Union convened in accordance with
the provisions of the Convention, a country may arrange for
its representation by another country, provided that a dele-
gation may represent and vote for only one country other

than its own.

ARTICLE 15

Rules of Procedure of the Corgress



BRUWL Y OMEBRE VR0 VOB WK
SRV OE KUK eR s BEQ KM RQ UhE
BE © B M4 0°

B #dno iR

— KM EKERIEUE O R OV #dno i
EUHC IR T BN N Q100 VO HHKHI Y Y VOB
B & REH-0°

N REEZ HOcHMORMY OLL oWME KK
007 IRERR B 40 © BN I B PSR 1 |
MY 1 E PR © T v O Y R A o B EH 8 1
RE-T WO MM B SR a B S e
OB v OV RE 0 BRE S EHRE DT wOR
RN EHPRE X | PR © I v O Y R EH o S
FH HEVRE 0 00 u0” EDEHT | B~ Qi
SNRE Q1) R Y Hue°

o ) BRSO Hdo & S EH v o BN
HERNERRIYT o QHEREY O 5 Voo vk E
A r0°

B-PE REBELKUHEL L o8ER
— BEHY REREKIEL LSV HEloQ ol

R SRE L HEC RHEEQ 8020 Va0 o Ry 187
Ve B o BBR A0

NN = o R

Each Congress draws up :ts Rules of Procedure. Until
such Rules of Procedure are adopted, the provisions of the
Rules of Procedure drawn up by the preceding Congress are

applicable in so far as they are relevant to the debates.

ARTICLE 16

Expenditure of the Union

1. Each Congress of the Union decides on the maximum
amount for the annual expenses of the Union on the basis of
the recommendation made by the Director of the Central Office.
Those expenses are shared by all the member-countries of the

Union.

2. For the division of the expenses of the Union, the
member-countries are divided into three groups. Those con-
tributing to the expenses of the Universal Postal Union as
members of the 50, 25 and 20 unit classes contribute 5 units;
those contributing as members of the 15, 10 and 5 unit
classes contribute 3 units; and those contributing as members
of the 3 and 1 unit classes contribute 2 units. However, a

member-country may contribute more units.

3. Countries which adhere to the Union as well as those
which withdraw from the Union share in the expenses of the
Union for the entire year during which their adherence or

withdrawal becomes effective.

ARTICLE 17
Cooperation in Universal Postal Congresses
1. The member-countries of the Union cooperate, as far
as possible, in Universal Postal Congresses, in so far as
the propositions or matters’ to be considered are of common

interest to them.
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2. The Postal Administrations of all the member-
countries make known to the Central Office, at the same
time that they do so to the International Bureau of the
Universal Postal Union, the propositions which they formu-
late for the Universal Postal Congresses. Notwithstanding
the provisions of Article 5, these propositions may be
prepared in French.

3. The member-countries assemble, prior to each
Universal Postal Congress, at an opportune time and con-
venient place in order to exchange and harmonize their views
on the propositions and other important matters to be dis-

cussed there.

ARTICLE 18
Exchange of Postal Officials
The Postal Administrations of the member-countries may
come to agrocments to effict an cwchange or ~ unilateral
disp-tch of postal officials to carry on studies regarding
the development and improvement of postal services, extending

to them all cooperation and facilities necessary.

ARTICLE 19
Arbitration
Questions in dispute between two or more Postal Adminis—
trations of member-countries are decided in the manner pre-
scribed by the General Regulations of the Universal Postal

Union.

ARTICLE 20
Detailed Regulations
The Postal Administrations of the member-countries of
the Union draw up by mutual agreement, in the Detailed Regu-
lations, the measures of procedure and detail necessary for

the execution c¢f the Convention
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PART II
Provisicns concerning the Letter Post

ARTICLE 21

Letter Post Items

1. Letter post items include letters, postcards,

printed papers, literature for the blind and small packets.

2. The exchange of letters containing perishable
biological substances or radiocactive materials, and special
delivery articles is limited to those member-countries vhose
Postal Administrations agree, either in their reciprocal

relations or in one direction only.

ARTICLE 22

Postage Rates

1. In the postal relations of the Postal Administra-
tions of the Union, domestic rates of postage and postal
fees are applied on all letter post items exchanged between
them by surface, provided that -

a) the international rates prescribed in the Universal
Postal Convention apply in cases where they are
lower than the domestic rates, and for services
not provided for in the domestic service; and

b

a country may apply, in lieu of cdomestic rates,
the most favorable of any reduced charges
applicable in its international 'service or
special rates which are not more than 75% of
their international rates.

2. The international rates apply to air mail. However,
any member-country may adopt a lower rate but not lower than

the rate for domestic air mail.
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ARTICLE 23

Gratuitous Transit

As a general principle, no charge is collected for the
territorial, fluvial or maritime transit of mail exchanged
between member-countries of the Union. However, where
member-countries find themselves unable to grant gratuitous
transit, a charge may be made. The charge may be lower than
that authorized or prescribed by the Universal Postal

Convention.

ARTICLE 24
Exemption from Postal Charges
on Letter Post Items relating to the Postal Service
1. Official correspondence exchanged between the fol—
lowing is exempt from all postal charges:

a) Central Office of the Union and Postal Administra-
tions;

b) Central Office of the Union and organs of the
Universal Postal Union;

c¢) Central Office of the Union and other Restricted
Unions.

2. The abovc exemption does not extend to air mail
correspondence originating from the Central Office of the

Union.

ARTICLE 25

Application of the Acts of the Universal Postal Union

1. The provisions of the Convention regulate all
matters and services relative to letter post items exchanged
between the member-countries of the Union.

2. All matters in connection with the exchange of

letter post items among the member-countries of the Union
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which are not provided for in this Convention are subject

to the provisions of the Acts of the Universal Postal Union.

PART III

Final Provisions

ARTICLE 26
Ratification of the Convention

1. The Convention shall be signed at the close of the
Congress by the authorized representatives of each member-—
country.

2. The Convention shall be accepted, approved or
ratified as soon as possible by the signatory countries and
their instruments of acceptance, approval or ratification
shall be deposited, through diplomatic channels, with the
Government of the Republic of the Philippines, which shall
notify all signatory countries.

3. 1In the event that the Convention is not accepted,
approved or ratified by a signatory country, the Convention
shall be norietheless valid for the countries that have

accepted, approved or ratified it.

ARTICLE 27

Effective Date and Duration of the Convention

The Convention comes into force on May 1, 1977, and
shall remain in force until the entry into force of the

Convention of the next Congress.

IN TESTIMONY WHERECF, the undersigned, being duly

authorized representatives of their respective Governments,
have signed one copy of this Convention, which copy shall be

deposited in the Archives of the Government of the Republic
of the Philippines, and a duplicate copy shall be transmitted

to each member-country by that Government.

e
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Done at Melbourne, November 27, 1975.
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FINAL PROTOCOL TO
THE ASIAN-OCEANIC POSTAL CONVENTION

At the moment of proceeding to signature of the Asian-
Oceanic Postal Convention done this day, the undersigned
authorized representatives of each member-country have

agreed the following:

SOLE ARTICLE
Accession to the Convention
Member—countries which have not signed the present Con-
vention may accede to it at any time Instruments of acces-
sion shall be transmitted through diplomatic channels to the
Government of the Republic of the Philippines, which in turn

shall notify all member-countries.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, the authorized representatives of
cach member~-country have drawn up this Protocol, which shall
have the same force and the same validity as if its provi-
sions werc inserted in the text of the Convention itself,
and they have signed it in a single original which shall be
deposited in the Archives of the Government of the Republic
of the Philippines, and a duplicate copy shall be transmitted

to each member-country by that Government.

Done at Melbourne, November 27, 1975.
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