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INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
on the simplification and harmonization
of Customs procedures

Preamble

The CONTRACTING PARTIES to the present Con:.en
tion, established under the auspices ol
the Customs Co-operation Council,

Noting that divergences between national
Customs procedures can hamper internaticna!
trade and other international exchanges,

Considering that it is in the interests of al"’
countries to promote such trade and ex-
changes and to foster international co-
operation,

Considering that simplification and harmotizea-
tion of their Customs procedures can offcc-
tively contribute to the development of
international trade and of other inter-
national exchanges,

Convinced that an international instrument
proposing provisions which countries under-
take to apply as soon as they are able te
do so would Homa~Wwbmwmmmw<m~w to a high
degree of simplification and harmonization
of Customs procedures, which is one of the
essential aims of the Customs Co-operation
Council,

Have agreed as follows:
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CHAPTER I
Definitions

Article ]

For the purposes of this Convention:

(a) the term "the Council"” means the Organi-
zation set up by the Convention establish-
ing a Customs Co-operation Council, done
at Brussels on 15 December 19503

(b) the term "Permanent Technical Committee"
means the Permanent Technical Committee
of the Coucciljy

’
(c) the term "ratification”" means ratifica-
tion, acceptance or approval.

CHAPTER 11

Scope of the Convention and
structure of the Annexes

Article 2

Each Contracting Party undertakes to
promote the simplification and harmonization
of Customs procedures and, to that end, to
conform, in accordance with the provisions
of this Convention, to the Standards and
Recommended Practices in the Annexes to this
Convention. However, nothing shall prevent
a Contracting Party from granting facilities
greater than those provided for therein, and
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each Contracting Party is recommended to
grant such greater facilities as extensively
as possible.

Article 3

The provisions of this Convention shall
not preclude the application of prohibitions
or restrictions imposed under“hational
Tegislsiron]

Article 4

Each Annex to this Convention consists,
in principle, of:

(a) an introduction summarizing the various
matters dealt with in the Annex;

(b) definitions of the main Customs
used in the Annex;

terms

(c) Standards, being those provisions the
general application of which is recognized
as necessary for the achicvement of
harmonization and simplificaution of

Customs proceduress;

Recommended Practices, being those provi-
sions which are recognized as consti-
tuting progress towards the harmonization
and the simplification of Customs proce-
dures, the widest possible application

of which is considered to be desirable;
indicating some of ihe possible

to be followed in
Recommended

(e) Notes,
courses of action

applying the Standard or

YHR
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Practice concerned.

Article 5

1. Any Contracting Party which accepts an
Annex shall be deemed to accept all the
Standards and Recommended Practices therein
unless at the time of accepting the Annex or
at any time thereafter it notifies the Secre-
tary General of the Council of the Standard(s)
and Recommended Practice(s) in respect of
which it enters reservations, stating the
differences existing between the provisions

of its \national legislation and those of the
Standard (s) and Recommended Practice(s)
concerned. Any Contracting Party which has
entered reservations may withdraw them, in
whole or in part, at any time, by notification
to the Secretary General specifying the date
on which such withdrawal takes effect.

2. Each Contracting Party bound by an Annex
shall at least once every three years review
the Standards and Recommended Practices there-
in in respect of which it has entered reserva-
tions, compare them with the provisions of its
national legislation and notify the Secretary
General of the Council of the results of that
review.

CHAPTER 111

Role of the Council
and of the Permanent Technical

Committee

Article 6



B Qi O EHEE VORRVYES VORRQEXAHBEY 1. The Council shall, in accordance with the

B A 3 provisions of this Convention, supervise the
HWWM% SV 0% By E” N RYLSBHMOVORRY | administration and development of this
EQuiE : . . .

. o Convention, It shall, in particular, decide
s b < 8 N WK AN upon the incorporation of new Annexes in

the Convention.

@ NQOmMEQONQ” ERMUEWELY” HHMO-P L OH 2. To these ends the Permanent Technical
Committee shall, under the authority of the
[ I 117, ’

BHOEREE O KQHBM b Council, and in accordance with any direc-
tions given by the Council, have the follow-
ing functions:

T HRECEEMSERAA QRN IOV VRREYVESL S (a) to prepare new Annexes and to proposec

to the Council their adoption with a vi«:

MO QN KEA R OB Y B A0 0 u© to their incorporation in the Convention:
5 C@.ﬁm%mxﬁmg,mumOMTﬁﬁréﬂmb%&EiA\KNK\ (b) to submit to the Council proposals for

- such amendments to this Convention or

g&ﬁi&U@&uﬁi@&E%ﬁUﬁﬁ&uﬁ%@@w&.mm.mm to its Annexes as it may consider neces-
; o sary and, in particular, proposals for
«@Eﬁﬁmfx%ﬂgémﬁwa5C& amendments to the texts of the Standavds

and Recommended Practices and for the
upgrading of Recommended Practices to
Standards;

NORZQERYRACHImY O S Wi Wwig ¢ QAL (c) to furnish opinions on any matters con-

cerning the application of the Convention;

(c)

T NORRYROVHBHURIVWKAOLHE RO N° (d) to perform such tasks as the Council may
direct in relation to the provisions of
the Convention.

®PK Article 7
Rkt am ORI EEY SO Y NSV B For the purposes of voting in the Council
2§ . and in the Permanent Technical Committee each
W%)mwﬂam g’ f,ﬂ%.ﬁﬂﬁbﬁig&_ﬁﬁé.ﬂbo Annex shall be taken to be a separate conven-
tion.
RB&RZL
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CHAPTER 1V

Miscellaneous provisions

Article 8

For the purposes of this Convention, any
Annex or Annexes to which a Contracting Party
is bound shall be construed to be an integral
part of the Convention, and in relation to
that Contracting Party any reference to the
Convention shall be deemed to include a
reference to such Annex or Amnnexes.

Article 9

Contracting Parties which form a Customs
or Economic Union may state by notification to
the Secretary General of the Council that for
the application of a given Annex to this
Convention their territories are to be taken
as a single territory. In each instance
where, as a result of such notification,
differences exist between the provisions of
that Annex and those of the legislation
applicable to the territories of the Con-
tracting Parties, the States concerned shall
enter a reservation to the Standard or Recom-
mended Practice in question under Article 5
of the Convention.

CHAPTER V

Final provisions
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Article 10

1. Any dispute between two or more Contract-
ing Parties concerning the interpretation or
application of this Convention shall so far
as possible be settled by negotiation between
them.

2. Any dispute which is not settled by nego-
tiation shall be referred by the Contracting
Parties in dispute to the Permanent Technical
Committee which shall thereupon consider the
dispute and make recommendations for its
settlement,

3. 1f the Permanent Technical Committee is
unable to settle the dispute, it shall refer
the matter to the Council which shall make
recommendations in conformity with Article
J11(e) of the Convention establishing the
Council.

4. The Contracting Parties in dispute may

agree in advance to accepl the recommendations
of the Permanent Technical Committee or Council
as binding.

&%#1# o Article 11
Q% HEMOEAESAY HEMaSsVORRTBRQOERI | 1. Any State Member of the Council and any
2 v Y " State Member of the United Nations or its
ym.g‘@/ Hm\ ,M(A@M\T,ﬂ,ﬁ@ﬁﬁmlrﬁ\ C@ﬁ%@ﬁmﬂ@&ﬁv@i specialized agencies may become a Contracting
7@..7 . AR W aunQ© Party to this Convention:
HEXD
Rl N T BEWEEFEVILSPRWAAQ vA° (a) by signing it without reservation of
HXHE ratificationj

(b)

HVEGEEVOPRED PVORYREMYENRAON (b) by depositing an instrument of ratifica-

AJo tion after signing it subject to ratifi-

REGEERIBL L4
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cationj or
(c) by acceding to it.
2. This Convention shall be open until 30th
June 1974 for signature at the Headquarters
of the Council in Brussels by the States
referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article.
Thereafter, it shall be open for their
accession.

3. Any State,
Organizations referred to
this Article, to which an
effect has been addressed by the Secretary
General of the Council at the Council's
request, may become a Contracting Party to
this Convention by acceding thereto atter
its entry into force.

not being a Member of the
in paragraph 1 of
invitation to that

4. Each State referred to in paragraph 1 or

3 of this Article shall at the time of signing,
ratifying or acceding to this Convention
specify the Annex or Annexes it accepts, it
being necessary to accept at least one Annex.
It may subsequently notify the Secretary
General of the Council that it accepts one

or more further Annexes,

5. The instruments of ratification or acces-
sion shall be deposited with the Secretary
General of the Council.

6. The Secretary General of the Council shall
notify the Contracting Parties to this Con-
vention, the other signatory States, those
States Members of the Council that are not
Contracting Parties to the Convention, and
the Secretary General of the United Nations
of any new Annex that the Council may decide
to incorporate in this Convention., Contract-
ing Parties accepting such a new Annex shall
notify the Sccretary General of the Council
in accordance with paragraph 4 of this
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Article.

7. The provisions of paragraph 1 of this
Article shall also apply to the Customs and
Economic Unions referred to in Article 9 of
this Convention in so far as the obligations
arising from the instruments establishing
such Customs or Economic Unions require the
competent bodies thereof to contract in their
own name. However, such bodies shall not
have the right to vote.

Article 12

1. This Convention shall enter into force
three months after five of the States referrcd
to in paragraph 1 of Article 11 thereof have
signed the Convention without veservation of
ratification or have deposited their instru-
ments of ratification or accession.

2. For any State signing without resecvation
of ratification, ratifying or acceding to this
Convention after five States have signed it
without reservation of ratification or have
deposited their instruments of ratification or
accession, this Convention shall enter into
force three months after the said State has
signed without reservation of ratification or
deposited its instrument of ratification or
accession.

3. Any Annex to this Convention shall enter
into force three months after five Contracting
Parties have accepted that Annex.

4. For any State which accepts an Annex after
five States have accepted it, that Annex
shall enter into force three months aftler

the said State has notified its acceptance.

YHH
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Article 13

1. Any State may, at the time of signing this
Convention without reservation of ratification
or of depositing its instrument of ratiti-
cation or accession, or at any time there-
after, declare by notification given to the
Secretary General of the Council that this
Convention shall extend to all or any of the
territories for whose international relations
it is responsible., Such notification shall
take effect three months after the date of

the receipt thereof by the Secretary General
of the Council. However, the Convention shall
not apply to the territories named in the
notification before the Convention has entered
into force for the State concerned,

2. Any State which has made a notification
under paragraph 1 of this Article extending
this Convention to any territory for whose
international relations it is responsible may
notify the Secretary General of the Council,
under the procedure of Article 14 of this
Convention, that the territory in question
will no longer apply the Convention.

Article 14

1. This Convention is of unlimited duration
but any Contracting Party may denounce it at
any time after the date of its entry into
force under Article 12 thereof.

2. The denunciation shall be notified by an
instrument in writing, deposited with the
Secretary General of the Council.
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3. The denunciation shall take effect six
months after the receipt of the instrument
of denunciation by the Secretary General of
the Council,

4. The provisions of paragraphs 2 and 3 of
this Article shall also apply in respect of
the Annexes to this Convention, any Contract-
ing Party being entitled, at any time after
the date of their entry into force under
Article 12 of the Convention, to withdraw

its acceptance of one or more Annexes. Any
Contracting Party which withdraws its accept-
ance of all the Annexes shall be deemed to
have denounced the Convention.

Article 15

1. The Council may recommend amendments to
this Convention. Every Contracting Party
shall be invited by the Secretary General of
the Council to participate in the discussion
of proposals for amendment of this Convention.

2. The text of any amendment so recommended
shall be communicated by the Secretary General
of the Council to all Contracting Parties to
this Convention, to the other signatory States
and to those States Members of the Council
that are not Contracting Parties to this
Convention.

3. Within a period of six months from the
date on which the recommended amendment is
so communicated, any Contracting Party or,
if the amendment affects an Annex in force,
any Contracting Party bound by that Annex,
may inform the Secretary General of the
Council:

(a) that it has an objection to the recom-

PLY
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mended amendment, or

intends to accept the
the conditions
are not

that, although it
recommended amendment,
necessary for such acceptance
yet fulfilled in its country.

4. If a Contracting Party sends the Secretary
General of the Council a communication as
provided for in paragraph 3(b) of this Article,
it may, so long as it has not notified the
Secretary General of its acceptance of the
recommended amendment, submit an objection

to that amendment within a period of nine
months following the expiry of the six-month
period referred to in paragraph 3 of this
Article.

5. If an objection to the recommended amend-
ment is stated in accordance with the terms
of paragraph 3 or 4 of this Article, the
amendment shall be deemed not to have been
accepted and shall be of no effect,

6. If no objection to the recommended amend-
ment in accordance with paragraph 3 or 4 of
this Article has been stated, the amendment
shall be deemed to have heen accepted as from
the date specified helow:

(a) if no Contracting Party has seant a com-
munication in accordance with paragraph
3(b) of this Article, on the expiry of
the period of six months referred to in
paragraph 3;

(b) if any Contracting Party has sent a

in accordance with paragraph
cn the earlier of

communication
3(b) of this Article,

the following two dates:

(i) the date by whi~l all the Contractirg
Parties whick seut such conmuaica-
tions have notifiec the Secretary
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(ii)

7. Any
enter i

the date on which

or, if
recomme
period

General of the Council of their
acceptance of the recommended amend-
ment, provided that, if all the
acceptances were notified before the
expiry of the period of s5ix months
referred to in paragraph 3 of this
Article, that date shall be taken to
be the date of expiry of the said
six-month period;

the date of expiry of the nine-month
period referred to in paragraph 4
of this Article.

amendment deemed to be accepted shall
nto force either six months after

a different period is specified in the
nded amendment, on the expiry of that
after the date on which the amendment

was deemed to be accepted.

8. The Secretary General of the Council shall,

as soon
Parties

as possible, notify the Contracting

to this Convention and other signatory

States of any objection to the recommended

amendment made

in accordance with paragraph

3(a), and of any communication received in
accordance with paragraph 3(b), of this
Article. He shall subsequently inform the
Contracting Parties and other signatory
States whether the Contracting Party or

Parties

raise an objection

ment or

which have sent such a communication
to the recommended amend-
accept it.

Article 16

1. Independently of the amendment procedure

laid do
Annex,

wn in Article 15 of this Convention any

excluding its definitions, may be

PR

it was deemed to be accepted



