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INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
FOR THE
NORTHWEST ATLANTIC FISHERIES

The Governments whose duly authorized representatives have
subscribed hereto, sharing a substantial interest in the conser-
vation of the fishery resources of the Northvweat Atlantic Ocean,
have resolved to conclude a convention for the investigation,
protection and conservation of the fisheries of the Northwest
Atlantic Ocean, in order to make possible the maintenance of a
maximum sustained catch from those fisheries and to that end
have, through their duly authorized representatives, agreed as

follows:

ARTICLE I

1. The area to which this Convention applies, hereinafter
referred to as "the Conventicn area", shall be all waters,except
territorial waters, bounded by & line beginning &t a point on
the coast of Rhode Island in 71°40' west longitude; thence due
south to 39°00' north latitude; thence due east to 42°00' west
longitude; thence due north to 59°00' north latitude; thence due
vest to 44°00' west longitude; tnence due north to the coast of
Greenland; thence along the west coast of Greenland to 78°10"
north latitude; thence southward to & point in 75°00' north lati-
tude and 73°30' vest longitude; thence along a rhumb line to &
point in 69°00' north latitude and mwooo. west longitude; thence
due south to 61°00' north latitude; thence due west to 64°30'
vest longitude; thence due south to the coast of Labrador; thence
in a southerly direction along the coast of Labrador to the south-
ern terminus of its boundary vith Quebec; thence in a vesterly

direction along the coast of Quebec, and in an easterly and south-
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erly direction along the coasts of New Brunsvick, Nova Scotis,
and Cape Breton Island to Cabot Strait; thence along the coasts
of Cape Breton Island, Nova Scotis, New Brunswick, Maine,

Nev Hempshire, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island to the point of
beginning.

2. Nothing in this Convention shall be deemed to affect
adversoly (prejudice) the clatms of any Contracting Government in
regard to the limits of territorial vaters or to the jurisdiction
of & coastal atate over fisheries,

3. The Convention area shall be divided into five sub-areas,
the boundaries of vwhich shall be those defined in the Annex to
this Convention, subject to such alterations as may be made in

accordance with the provisions of paragraph 2 of Article VI.

ARTICLE II
1. The Contracting Governments shall ssiablish and maintain
e Commission for the purposes of this Convention. The Commission
shall be known as the International Commission for the Northwest

Atlantic Fisheries, hereinafter referred to as "the Commimeion'.

2. Each of the Contracting Governments may appoint not
more than three Commissioners and one or more experts or advis-
ers to assist its Commissioner or Commissioners.

3., The Commission shall elect from its members & Chairman
and a Vice Chairman, each of whom shall serve for a term of two
years and shall be eligible for re-election but not to a succeed-
ing term. The Chairman and Vice Chairman must be Commissioners

from different Contracting Governments,
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4. The seat of the Commission shall be in North Americs

at a place to be chosen by the Commission.

5. The Commission shall hold & regular annual mesting at
i1ts seat or at such place in North America as may be agreed up-
on by the Commission.

6. Any other meeting of the Commission may be called by
the Chairman at such time and place as he may determine, upon
the request of the Commissioner of a Contracting Covernment and
subject to the consurrence of the Commissioners of two other
Contracting Governments, including the Commissioner of a Govern-
ment in North America.

7. Each Contracting Government shall have one vote wvhich
may be cast by any Commissioner from that Government. Decisions
of the Commission shall be taken by & two-thirds majority of the
votes of all the Contracting Governments.

8. The Commission shall adopt, and amend as ocoasion may
require, financial regulations and rules and by-laws for the
conduct of its meetings and for the exercise of its functions

and dutles.

ARTICLE III
1. The Commission shall appoint an Executive Secretary

according to such procedure and on such terms as it may determine.

2. ‘The staff of the Commission shall be asppointed by the
Executive Secretary in sccordance vwith such rules and procedures
as may be determined and authorized by the Commission.

3. The Executive Secretary shall, subject to the general
supervision of the Commission, have full pover and suvhority over
the staff and shall perform such other functions as the Commission

£1
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shall prescribe.

ARTICLE IV

1. The Contracting Governments shall establish and maintain
& Panel for each of the sub-areas provided for by Article I, in
order to oarry out the objectives of this Convention. Each Con-
trecting Government participating in any Panel shall be represent-
ed on such Panel by its Commissioner or Coumissioners, vho may be
assisted by experts or advisers. Rach Panel shall elect from its
mapbers & Chairman vho shall serve for a period of tvwo years and

ehall de eligidble for re-election but not to a succeeding term.

2. After this Convention has been in force for tvo years,
Yat not before that time, Panel representation shall be reviewed
apnually by the Commiseion, vhich shall have the power, subject
to consultation vith the Panel concerned, to determine represen-
tation on each Panel on the basis of current substantial exploi-
tation in the sub-area concerned of fishes of the cod group
(Gadiformes), of flat-fishes (Pleuronectiformes), and of rosefish

(gonus Sebastes), except that each Contracting Government with

coastline adjacent to a sub-area shall have the right of repre-
sentation on the Panel for the sub-area.

3. Each Panel may adopt, and amend as occasion may re-
quire, rules of procedure and by-laws for the conduct of its
meetings snd for the exercise of its functions and dutiea.

4., Rach Government participating in a Panel =hall have one
vote, vhich shall be cast by a Commissioner representing that



Y @ﬂ.ﬁ@ﬁm@:.ﬂb®g mui@ﬁv,ﬁﬂiéwﬁ.&ﬁﬁuaao Government. Decisions of the Panel ahall be taken by a two-
thirds majority of the votes of all the Governments participat-

ing in that Panel.

Te) %.ﬂk @ %Aﬁ Kﬁmpm ) ..m |\v %WCM&W @ ﬁKH_HHm\ \T °7 ...1} — N — 5. Commissioners of Contracting Governments not partici-
|CL/L%@%Aﬁ@Aﬁﬁ:m.ﬁﬁéﬁﬂ&ﬁTééw vC.L\ "™ pating in & particular Panel shsll have the right to attend the
t\ ﬁvﬁ%&,@@%%ﬁﬁ*’% :.tp.m %\&‘céo meetings of such Panel as observers, and may be accompanied by
experts and advisers.
© .«_KmAﬁHm‘ Y @%%&Uﬁ%&%@ﬁﬂ 'Q K\#@th/\ %EAﬁ@ 6. The Panels shall, in the exercise of their functions
.Wf.%%ﬁﬂ&;@%ﬁ@&%%ﬂmm»?éo and duties, use the services of the Executive Secretary and the
i A ¥
staff of the Commission.
®EK
ARTICLE V
»%mmcmkmuﬁ — bﬁﬁw_ﬁﬂmm,ﬁu\ Wuﬂmkmu&u @»mmwsm QI Kﬁmﬁlvtﬁﬂ mﬁm 1. Each Contracting Government may set up an Advisory
A. &&U%%vmﬁ#ﬂ%ﬁuﬁov T%&iv@#m%*ﬁﬁAﬁ»X%ﬂmﬁ?é noBB”.”“unn”osvonanHMw»”“_.nonM. nuaw_..“nw “-vaﬁl“”. <ou”.o“-o<u-
' e A eR0 %npm, " " D) a2 ; s’ ers others, ve! ormed concerning the problems o 3
ih.ﬁ T,WA “ul%%wnvAr\m #A I/VA - .AI/:L @ ﬁuﬁ#ﬂnﬂv fisheries of the Northvest Atlantic Ocean. With the assent of
%Lﬁ%lﬁ@ﬁm@%z{f iEAKVAmEEQﬁW.ﬂ.ﬁ?bT the Contracting Gov t co: d, & repr tive or repre-
7@%&& @ »9 N .4\ @#MH@%&W @Axw&m,lw =N ﬁ - A —-) Tm sentatives of an Advisory Committee may attend as observers all
%‘T/vo ) L,._W ( AU v@o non-executive meetings of the Commission or of any Panel in
vhich their Government participates.
~ Nﬁﬁ%&m @%KHR.I‘ % @ Lh.Iﬂ»Lma, 7QMWH%WT, AA%A,E JZ%/\ 2. The Commissioners of each Contracting Government may
) rCQ.ﬂ T&dv@o hold public hearings within the territories they represent.
Bk
ARTICLE VI
%RH_HRAE@ — éEAﬁi\ ﬂmﬁ.._:mﬂ.w.*ﬁ@ﬁﬁ; ) .H l\w T\ RX%RH%, ) .._h H(Iv@ 1. The Commission shall be responsible in the field of
&HWT.W ﬂ.mmumm%%*c XU e r\v 5@@ @w@ﬂﬁ Q %pﬂm, )] ﬁg.ﬁa%ﬁ%k scientific investigation for obtaining and collating the infor-

mation necessary for malntaining those stocks of fish which sup-
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port international fisheries in the Conventlon area and the Com-
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mission mey, through or in colleborection with agencies of the
Contracting Governments or other public or private epcncles and

organizations or, when necesesary, independently:

{(a) meke such investigations as 1t linds
necessary into the ebundence, life history and ecol-
ogy of any speciec of aquatic life in any part of
the Northwest Atlantic Ocean;
(b) collect and analyze statistical informe-
tion relating to the current cunditions and trend:s
of the fishery resources of the Northwest Atlantic
Ucean;
(¢} study and appraise informetion concerning
the methods for meintailning and lncreasing stocks of
fish in the Northwest Atlantic Oce&n;
(d) hold or arrange such heerings as mey be
useful or essential in connectior with the develop-
ment of complete factual information necessary to
carry out the provisions of this Convention;
Amv conduct fishing cperatiuns in the Cun-
vention ares &t any time for purposes of scilentiflic
investigatior;
(f) publish and otherwise disseminate reports
of its findings and statistical, sclentific &nd other
informetion relating to the fisheries of the North-
west Atlantic Ccean ac well as suck cther reports as
fall within the sccpe of this Convertion,
2. Upon the unanimous recommendetion of each Fanel affect
ed, the Ccommlission nay alter the boundaries ¢f the sub-arecc set
out ip the Anpex. Any suchk alteration shall forthwith be re-

ported to the Depositary Governmernt which shall inform the Con-
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trac~ting Governments, and the sub-areas defined in the Annex

chall be altered accordingly.

3. The Contracting Gevernments shall furnish to the Com-
micsion, et such time and in suck form as mey be required by the
Commrission, the statistical information referred to in para-

grarh 1{(b) of this Article.

ARTICLE VII
1. Mach Panel established under Article IV shell be re-
sponsible for keeping under review the fisheries of 1its sub-

ares znd the sclentific and cther informatlon relating thereto.

2. Each Panel, upcn the basis of sclentific investiga-
tions, may maske reccmmendations to the Commission for joint
action by the Contracting Governments on the matters specified
in paragraph 1 of Article VIII.

4. kEach Panel may recommend to the Commission studies
and investigations within the scove of this Convention which
arc deemed necessary in the development of factual information
relating to its particular sub-area.

4. Any Panel m._, meke recommendations to the Commission
for the alteration of the boundaries of the sub-areas defined
in the Annex.

5. Each Panel shell investigate and report to the Com-

mission upcn any matter referred to it by the Ccmmission.

6. A Panel shall not incur any expenditure except in ac-

cordance vith directions given by the Commission.

ARTICLE VIII

£H
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1. fThe Commisaion may, on the recommendations of one or
more Panels, and on the basis of scientific investigations,
transmit to the Depositary Goverament proposala, for joint action
by the Contracting Governments, designed to keep the stocks of
those species of fish which support international fisheries in
the Convention area at a level permitting the maximum sustained
catch by the application, with respect to such specles of €ish,
of one or more of the folloving measures:

(a) establishing open and closed seasons;
(b) closing to fishing such portions of a

sub-area as the Panel concerned finds to be a

spavning area or to be populated by small or im-

mature fish;

(c) establishing size limits for any specles;

(d) prescribing the fishing gear and appli-
ances the use of which is prohibited;
(e) prescribing an over-all catch limit for
any speclies of fish.
2. Each recommendation shall be studied by the Commission

and thereafter the Commission shall either

(a) transmit the recemmendation as & pro-
posal to the Depositary Government with sucu mod-
ifications or suggestions as the Commission may
consider desirable, or
(b) refer the recommendation back to the
Panel with comments for its reconsideration.
3. The Fanel may, after reconsidering the recommendaticn
returned to it by the Commission, reaffirm that recommendatlon,

with or without modification.
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4. If, after a recommendation is reaffirmed, the Com-
mission is unable to adopt the recommendation &s a proposal, it
shall send a copy of the recommendation to the Depositary Govern-
ment with a report of the Commission's decision. The Depositary
Government shall transmit copies of the recommendation and of
the Commission's report to the Contracting Governments.

5. The Commission may, after consultation with all the
Panels, transmit proposals to the Depositary Government within
the scope of paragraph 1 of this Article affecting the Conventlon
area as a whole.

6. The Depcsitary Government shall transmit any proposal
received by it to the Contracting Govermments for their consider-
ation and may make such suggestions as will facilitate accept-
ance of the proposel.

7. The Contracting Governments shall notify the Deposi-
tary Government of their acceptance of the proposal, and the
Depcsitary Government shall notify the Contracting Governments
of each acceptance communicated to it, including the date of
receipt thereof.

8. The proposal shall become effective for all Contract-
ing Governments four months after the date on which notifications
of acceptance shall have been received by the Depositary Gov-
ernment from all the Contracting Governments participating in
the Panel or Panels for the sub-area or sub-sreas to which the

proposal appllies.

9. At any time after the expiration of one year from the
date on which & proposal becomes effective, any Panel Government
for the sub-area to which the proposal applies may give to the
Depositary Goverament notice of the termination of 1ts acceptance

of the proposal and, 1f that notice is not withdrawn, the pro-

Py
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posal shall cease to be effective for that Panel Government at
the end of one year from the date of receipt of the notice by the
Depositary Government. At any time after a proposal has ceased
to be effective for a Panel Government under this paragraph, the
proposal shall cease to be effective for any other Contracting

Government upon the date & notice g9f witharawal by such Govern-

ment is received by the Depositary Government. The Depusitary

Government shall notify all Contracting Governments of every

notice under this paragraph immedlately upcn the receipt thereof.

ARTICLE IX
The Commission may invite the attention of any or all Con-
tracting Governments to any matters which relate Lo the ubjec-

tives and purposes of this Conveatvion.

ARTICLE X

1. The Commission shall seek to estabiish aad malntain
working arrangements with other public ianternational organiza-
tions which have related objectives, particularly the Food and
Agriculture Organizatlon of the United Nations and the Inter-
national Council for the Exploration of the Sea, to ensure effec-
tive colleboration and coordination with respect to thelr work
and, in the case of the International Council for the Exploration
of the Sea, the avoidance of duplication of sclentific investi-

gations.
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2. The Commission shall consider, at the expiration of
two years from the date of entry into force of this Conventilon,
whether or not 1t should recommend to the Contracting Governments
that the Commission be brought within the framework of a special-
1zed agency of the United Nations.

ARTICLE XI
1. Each Contracting Government shall pay the expenses of

the Commissloners, experts and advisers appointed by it.

2. The Commission shall prepare an annual administrative
budget of the proposed necessary administrative expenditures of
the Commission and an annual special projects budget of propcsed
expenditures on speclal studies and investigations to be under-
taken by or on behalf of the Commlssion pursuant to Article VI
or by or on behalf of any Panel pursuant to Article VII.

3. The Commission shail calculate the payments due from
each Contracting Government under the annual administrative
budget according to the following formula:

(a) from the administrative budget there

shall be deducted a sum of 500 United States dcllars

for each Contracting Government;

(b) the remainder shall be divided into suca
number of equal shares as corresponds to the total

number of Panel memberships;

(c) the payment due from any Contracting

Government shall be the equivalent of 500 United

States dollars plus the number of shares equal to

the number of Panels in which that Government parti-

clipates.

PR
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4. The Commission snall notify each Contracting Govern-
ment the sum due from tnat Government as calculated under para-
graph 3 of this Articlie and as soon as possible thereafter each
Contracting Goverament shall pay to the Commission the sum so
notified.

5. The annual special projects budget shall be allocated
to the Countraciing Governments accoraing to a scale to be deter-
mined by sagrecment among the Contracting Governments, and the
3ums so0 allocated to any Contracting Government shall be paid to
the Commission by that Government.

6. Contributions shall be payable in the currency of the
country in which the seat of rhe Commission is located, except
that the Commisslion may accept payment in the currencles in which
1t may be anticipated that expenditures of the Commission will
be made from time to time, up to en amount established each year
Ly the Commission in connection with the preparation of the
annual budgets.

7. At L1ts first meeting the Commissjion snhall approve an
administrative budget for the balance of the first financial year
in vhich the Commission functions and shall transmit to the Con-
tracting Governments copies of that budget together with notices
of their respective allocations.

8. In eubsequent financlal years, the Commission shall
submit tv each Contrecting Government drafts of the annual budg-
ets togetner with & schedule of allocations, not less than six
weeks before the annual meeting of the Commission at wnich the

budgets are to be considered.

ARTICLE XIX
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The Contracting Governments agree to take such action as
may be necessary to make effective the provisions of this Con-
vention and to impiement any proposals which become effective
under paragraph 8 of Article VIII. Each Contracting Government
shall transmit to the Commission a statement of the action taken

by it for these purposes.

ARTICLE XIII
The Contractirg Governments agree to invite the attention
of any Government not a party to this Convention to any matter
relating to the fishing activities in the Convention area of the
nationals or vesasels of that Government which appear to affect
adversely the operations of the Commission or the carrying out
of the objectives of this Convention.

ARTICLE XIV
The Annex, &s attached to this Convention and as modified

from time to time, forms an integral part of this Convention.

ARTICLE XV
1. This Convention shall be ratified by the signatory
Governments and the instruments of ratification shall be de-
posited with the Government of the United States of America, re-
ferred to in this Conventlon as the "Depositary Government”.
2. This Conventlon shall enter into force upon the de-
posit of instruments of ratification by four signatory Govern-

ments, and shall enter into force with respact to each Govern-

<
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ment which subsequently ratifies on the date of the deposit of

its instrument of ratification.

3. Any Government which has not signed this Convention may
adhere thereto by & notification in writing to the Depositary
Government. Adherences received by the Depositary Government
prior to the date of entry into force of this Convention shall
become effective on the date this Convention enters into force.
Adherences received by the Depositary Government after the date
of entry into force of this Convention shall become effective on
the date of receipt by the Depositary Government.

4, The Depositary Government shall inform all signatory
Governments and all adhering Governments of all ratifications

deposited and adherences recelived.

5. The Depositary Government shall inform all Governments

concerned of the date this Convention enters into force.

ARTICLE XVI

1. At any time after the expiration of ten years from the
date of entry into force of this Convention, any Contracting
Government any withdraw from the Convention on December thirty-
first of any year by giving notice on or before the preceding
June thirtieth to the Depositary Government which shall communi-
cate coples of such notice tc the other Contracting Governments.

2. Any other Contracting Government may thereupon withdraw

from this Convention on the same December thirty-first by giving
notice to the Depositary Government within one month of the re-

celpt of a copy of & notice of withdrawal given pursuant to para-

graph 1 of this Article.
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ARTICLE XVII

1. The original of this Convention shall be deposited with
the Government of the United Stetes of America, which Government
shall communitate certified coples thereof to all the signatory
Governments and all the adhering Governments.

2. The Depositary Government shall register this Con-
vention with the Secretariat of the United Nations.

3. This Convention shall bear the date on which it 1is
opened for signature and shall remain open for signature for a

pericd of fourteen days thereafter.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, having deposited their
respective full powers, have signed this Convention.

DUNE in Washington thias eighth day of February 1949 in the

English language.

FOR CANADA:

_——

<l
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FOR DENMARK:

\@?@?ﬁ

FOR FRANCE:

Witn a reservation excluding paragraph 2 of Article I

—_—

]

FOR ICELAND:

AHHMMWAMMWNﬁmNNn.

FOR ITALY:

i/\(\«\.ﬁ\,(\f\J‘
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HOR HIS MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT IN THE UNITED KINGDOM AND
THR GOVERNMENT OF NEWFOUNDLARD IN RESPECT OF NEWFOUNDLARD:

S.\:&.Xl‘!—

Cvrd

FOR PORTUGAL:



REKEHEHKR

K¢~
B RNOBENEEK DY

(AN AN Inel =2

DA =L e R R AREREN C NN S EEEEQ UL
RSN SIS SRS NS N

e NN DN

N7 = REKHES QN
=R SE N U
DTNy oMo ND = —
MIN= — o ke KT =N N

NRAIR=" N e de NP —F D

v

L4

FOR SPAIN:

Reserving paragraph 2 of Article I

=

FOR THR UNITED KINGDOX OF GRRAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN
IRELAND

—

a) e

FOR THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:



