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CONVENTION
on Nomenclature for the
Classification of Goods
in
Customs Tariffs.

The Governments signatory to the present
Convention,
Desiring to facilitate international trade,

Observing that the progressive removal of
quantitative restrictions results in customs tariffs
becoming an increasingly important factor in inter-
national trade,

Desiring to simplify international customs
tariff negotiations and to facilitate the comparison
of trade statistics so far as the data for such sta-
tistics are based on the classification of goods in
customs tariffs,

Being convinced that the adoption of a common
basis for the classification of goods in customs
tariffs will constitute an important step towards the
attainment of these objects,

Having taken into consideration the work
already accomplished in Brussels in this sphere by
the European Customs Union Study Group, and

Considering that the best way of achieving
results in this respect is to conclude an international
Convention,

Have agreed as follows:
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(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(a)

(b}

Bl
ARTICLE I.

For the purpose of the present Convention,
" Nomenclature " means the headings and their
relative numbers, the section and chapter notes,
and the General Rules for the Interpretation of
the Nomenclature, set out in the Annex to this
Convention;

"' the Convention establishing the Council "
means the Convention establishing the Customs
Co-operation Council opened for signature in
Brussels on the 15th December, 1950;

'""the Council "' means the Customs Co-operation
Council referred to in paragraph (b) above;

" the Secretary General " means the Secretary
General of the Council.

ARTICLE II.

Each Contracting Party shall compile its customs
tariff in conformity with the Nomenclature, sub-
ject to such textual adaptations as may be neces-
sary to give effect to the Nomenclature in its
domestic law, and shall apply, in conformity with
the Nomenclature, the tariff so compiled as from
the date on which the Convention comes into force
in respect of it.

Each Contracting Party undertakes that, as re-
spects its customs tariff,
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scope of the chapters, sections and head-
ings as laid down in the Nomenclature; and

S EoROEREYRACERVEENRKE<SPENA° (iii) it will include the General Rules for the

Interpretation of the Nomenclature.

T O MNOHORKEY ELHER domRolnoREHERKNY A S (c) Nothing in this Article shall prevent any Con-

Vo OmEQRENKYSEORBEOY QO ERNEBLOMN tracting Party from adopting, in its customs
’ N o tariff, sub-divisions classifying goods under
WRLe»2OVPENS any of the headings of the Nomenclature.
B & ARTICLE IIL

T OBEBNE vO¥ROE | ENEERXOEENEEA Y (a) The Council shall supervise the operation of the
Q2 % Q iﬁmm 0 (Y] #mﬁ%:,o s @L,;q:,@ <] present Convention with a view to securing uni-

formity in its interpretation and application.
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-7 B U O BRME Cl@;%%@ﬁﬁw%ﬂxﬂéwﬁ@ﬂ E Council to which the present Convention applies
I, <4 X AN K A 0 AR R A0 2 © A4 @ shall have the right to be represented.

ik B ¥k ARTICLE 1IV.
B e BHhRe Py %_,Dﬁc‘ & Q7 E_ET% SF The Nomenclature Committee shall have the

following functions which shall be exercised under
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the authority of the Council and in accordance with
any directions which the Council may give:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(1)

(a)

to collate and circulate information concerning
the application of the Nomenclature in the customs
tariffs of the Contracting Parties;

to study the procedures and practices of the Con-
tracting Parties in relation to the classification of
goods for customs purposes and, accordingly, to
make recommendations to the Council or to the
Contracting Parties to secure uniformity in the
interpretation and application of the Nomenclature;

to prepare explanatory notes as a guide to the
interpretation and application of the Nomenclature;

on its own initiative or on request, to furnish to
Contracting Parties information or advice on any
matters concerning the classification of goods for
customs purposes;

to submit to the Council proposals for any amend-
ments to the present Convention which it may con-
sider desirable;

to exercise such other powers and functions of
the Council in relation to classification of goods
for customs purposes as the Council may delegate
to it.

ARTICLE V.

The Nomenclature Committee shall meet at least
three times a year.



H
nE

DBE
BEZEIC

B2 We2QPHEN S

FR#5B5R8

0F m KRR U7 IS | <KE T <X Y Q & X v B
HAQ°

0F R T Y QRO N RO T X YO REN ~410
BEPVOMBBRENHL0 hWEREC” BN QR
WMEOND S TBRON SO

k1< %

NO¥LORMMLE NMORROKRERERO | BWHER A »
QU TR VS ounE” BMEHIYN-2A U4 0 Q AU4nrg°

P ¥K
ERHEDL VOKRE OV BRENYRAS &80

R < ¥

FOHKRBHO S RNQVRBRE" MO KR Hk 4~ nQ B 4
VRS NO¥RROERREOEY K SV Y ERUNQ
#Q A Q°

NOKRYE BERHEERINOKRORRRHAOEROEQ
HEEHY 4 aRIEHEY RSP @O W S w0 #H8wS BB 4
M2 QP EMSS NP BREEY KEREPE S

HREMRY L 0oREQREQ L QuEmKY B4~ 0 i it il fin

(b) It shall elect its own Chairman and one or more
Vice-Chairmen.

(c) It shall draw up its own Rules of Procedure by
decision taken by not less than two-thirds of its
members. The Rules of Procedure so drawn up
shall be subject to the approval of the Council.

ARTICLE VI.

The Annex to the present Convention shall form
an integral part thereof, and any reference to the
Convention shall be deemed to include a reference to
the Annex.

ARTICLE VII.

The Contracting Parties do not assume by the
present Convention any obligation in relation to rates
of customs duty.

ARTICLE VIII.

(a) The present Convention shall abrogate as between
the Contracting Parties all obligations under other
international agreements in so far as they are in-
consistent with the present Convention.

(b) The present Convention shall not derogate from
the obligations, under any other international
agreement, incurred by any Contracting Party
before the coming into force of the present Con-
vention in respect of it towards any Government

111
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not a party to the present Convention. However,
the Contracting Parties shall, as soon as circum-
stances permit and in any case on the renewal of
such prior agreements, arrange to make any
necessary amendments thereto in order to bring
them into conformity with the provisions of the
present Convention.
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ARTICLE IX,

—_

B Q&b 5 (a) Any dispute between two or more Contracting
Parties concerning the interpretation or appli-
cation of the present Convention shall so far as

possible be settled by negotiation between them.

2 KANASEKOMIOYRIpT’ B 4h Q 3 #h A0 R o2 m Y (b) Any dispute which is not settled by negotiation
1 . DQ D 1 ’ + shall be referred by the Contracting Parties in
R wﬂﬁm;?vo e B R 7 A =R 0S5 ViR dispute to the Nomenclature Committee which
oW’ YORKONRQEHAQ 2 Q U4nie° shall thereupon consider the dispute, and make
recommendations for its settlement.
S EmREEKERBHVEKAAO VR Yy S g’ | (c) If the Nomenclature Committee is unable to settle
§=E%@\ NS4 B <G VR4 -2 Q Y E_.E..Anﬁ\ m& the dispute, it shall refer the matter to the Council
)__n which shall make recommendations in conformity
$Au#¢mmi? Q¥ SR 1] &mu.w CREYEN P EIA 2 QY with Article III (e) of the Convention establishing
4 © the Council.
T OBHOMEIG” sfmkm KX EHEHUO BV E o (d) The Contracting Parties in dispute may agree in

advance to accept the recommendations of the Com-

AR N R AR M AU R T A0

R+ %
NOKRE wRIDH+ | #ImNd | maet B 0

mittee or Council as binding.

ARTICLE X.

The present Convention shall be open for signature
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until 31st March, 1951, by any Governments which has
signed the Convention establishing the Council.

(a)

(b)

(a)

(b)

ARTICLE XI.

The present Convention shall be subject to
ratification,

Instruments of ratification shall be deposited

with the Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
which shall notify all signatory and acceding
Governments and the Secretary General of each
such deposit. However, no Government may
deposit its instrument of ratification of the pres-
ent Convention until it has deposited its instrument
of ratification of the Convention establishing the
Council.

ARTICLE XII.

Three months after the date on which the Belgian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs has received the
instruments of ratification of seven Governments,
the present Convention shall come into force in
respect of those Governments.

For each signatory Government ratifying after

that date, the Convention shall come into force
three months after the date of the deposit of its
instrument of ratification with the Belgian Ministry
of Foreign Affairs,

g1
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" MNORZEOHAHE & SHELAON N B# KW B4 (a) The Government of any State which is not a signa-
2. Y =IO e tory to the present Convention, but which has
NG ﬁ% , XEVS Y Mk K26 % HRIE | ratified or acceded to the Convention establishing
HET | IR0 VOHKRY B4 N VR aQ° the Council, may accede to the present Convention

as from lst April, 1951.

2 BLfig” (W —FZEIAYERWLe2QVUD ELR (b) Instruments of accession shall be deposited with

W 4¢P OHMUEESSE<<REEOYHSEIRHY & the Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, which
. ° shall notify all signatory and acceding Governments
- ﬁﬁim :u%ﬁ&m\?é % Q V40 and the Secretary General of each such deposit.
O MNO¥ERELY SEHLOEB<HENONISV» VOBELMSE (c) The present Convention shall come into force for
BEENSYTORNED VY RRNHI G ¥V @41 |% any acceding Government three months after the
g ) - date of the deposit of its instrument of accession,
SORENYHMOVUOKRORRBHORE A SPE BRR but not before it comes into force in accordance
WA e U S° with paragraph (a) of Article XII.
BB ARTICLE XIV.
T MNO¥RD HRBREQERBEWEAG® LM Sig (a) The present Convention is of unlimited duration
QESHIE " B+ FITOBEYHMOVOXKEORRM but at any time after the expiry of five years from
) B et , ; . its entry into force under paragraph (a) of Article
HO MR O HE B OLELE SOV» VOQERROE XII, any Contracting Party may withdraw there-
B4 @ N AUR P a0 BRGT ¢ R W —Z W ERYQE MMOHM. Withdrawal shall take effect one year after
. . . . e date of receipt by the Belgian Ministry of
WREINTOE | HFVRREHIC® ¢ R % —gEWL Foreign Affairs of a :oﬁmomﬁmo: of iﬁvmwwim?
P VOB HEMOE<HIERAY HEErYY o M| The Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs shall

notify each withdrawal to all signatory and acced-
ing Governments and to the Secretary General.

2 HEHAEYBHEHIOYERROBHOINELHEL VO¥R (b) Any Contracting Party which ceases to be a party
QERRIEWY M~ 100 Q U4 g © to the Convention establishing the Council shall
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(a)

(b)

(c)

(a)

thereupon cease to be a party to the present Con-
vention.

ARTICLE XV.

Any Government may at the time of its ratification
or accession or at any time thereafter, declare by
notification given to the Belgian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs that the present Convention shall extend to
any of the territories for whose international rela-
tions it is responsible, and the Convention shall
extend to the territories named in the notification
three months after the date of the receipt thereof
by the Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs but not
before the Convention has come into force for the
Government concerned,

Any Government which has made a declaration
under paragraph (a) above extending the present
Convention to any territory for whose international
relations it is responsible may by notification given
to the Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs withdraw
in respect of that territory in accordance with the
provisions of Article XIV,

The Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs shall in-
form all signatory and acceding Governments and
the Secretary General of any notification received
by it under this Article.

ARTICLE XVI.

The Council may recommend amendments to the
present Convention to the Contracting Parties.

BiH
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(b) Any Contracting Party accepting an amendment
shall notify the Belgian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in writing of its acceptance and the
Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs shall notify
all signatory and acceding Governments and the
Secretary General of the receipt of the notice
of acceptance.

(c) An amendment shall come into force three
months after receipt by the Belgian Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of notice of acceptance by
all the Contracting Parties. When any amend-
ment has been accepted by all the Contracting
Parties the Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
shall notify all signatory and acceding Govern-
ments and the Secretary General of such accept-
ance and of the date on which the amendment will
come into force.

(d) After an amendment has come into force, no
Government may ratify or accede to the present
Convention unless it also accepts the amendment.

In witness whereof the undersigned, having been
duly authorised thereto by their respective Govern-
ments, have signed the present Convention,

Done at Brussels on the fifteenth day of
December, nineteen hundred and fifty (December
15th, 1950) in the English and French languages,
both texts being equally authentic, in a single original,
which shall be deposited in the archives of the Govern-
ment of Belgium which shall transmit certified copies
thereof to each signatory and acceding Government.
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FOR GERMANY :

v. MALTZAN

FOR AUSTRIA :

FOR BELGIUM :
Paul van ZEELAND
FOR DENMARK :
Sous réserve de ratification
Bent FALKENSTJERNE
FOR FRANCE :

J. de HAUTECLOCQUE

FOR GREAT BRITAIN AND
NORTHERN IRELAND :
J. H. LE ROUGETEL

FOR GREECE :
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D. CAPSALIS

FOR IRELAND :

FOR ICELAND :

Pétur BENEDIK TSSON
FOR ITALY :

Pasquale DIANA

FOR LUXEMBOURG :
Robert ALS

FOR NORWAY :
Johan Georg RAEDER

FOR THE NETHERLANDS :

G. BEELAERTS van BLOKLAND
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FOR PORTUGAL :
Eduardo VIEIRA LEITAO

FOR SWEDEN :
G. de REUTERSKIOLD

FOR SWITZERLAND :

FOR TURKEY :
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THE AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE XVI OF THE
CONVENTION ON NOMENCLATURE FOR THE
CLASSIFICATION OF GOODS IN CUSTOMS TARIFFS

The Customs Co-operation
Council Recommends to Contracting Parties to the
Convention on Nomenclature for the classification
of goods in Customs tariffs, in accordance with the
terms of Article XVI (a) thereof, the following
amendment to that Convention.

Delete the present Article XVI and substitute the
following text:

ARTICLE XVI

(a) The Council may recommend amendments to the
present Convention to the Contracting Parties.

(b) The text of any amendment s0 recommended shall
be communicated by the Belgian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs to all Contracting Parties and to
the Governments of all other signatory or acced-
ing States.

(c¢) Any recommended amendment communicated in
accordance with the provisions of paragraph (b)
of this Article shall be deemed to be accepted if
no Contracting Party has notified its objection to
such amendment within six months of the date on
which the Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs has
communicated such amendment.
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(d) The Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs shall

inform all Contracting Parties and the Secretary
General of the Council if an objection has been
notified against a recommended amendment.
Should there have been no objection, the amend-
ment shall come into force for all Contracting
Parties six months after the expiry of the period
referred to in paragraph (c) of this Article, and
as regards amendments to the Nomenclature in
particular, the national tariffs of the Contracting
Parties shall be brought into agreement with the
amended Nomenclature by that date.

(e) The Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs shall

()

notify all Contracting Parties, other signatory

or acceding States and the Secretary General of
the Council of accepted amendments or amend-
ments deemed to have been accepted.

Any Government ratifying or acceding to the
present Convention shall be deemed to have
accepted any amendments thereto which have
entered into force at the date of the deposit of
its instrument of ratification or accession.
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