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VIENNA CONVENTION ON DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS

The States Farties to the present Convention,

Recalling thbat psoples of all natione from ancient times hnve
recognised the status of diplomatio agente,

Baving in mind the purpoan- anst wrinciples of the Charter of the
United Nstione ooncernirg the movereign equality of States, the
weintenanos of international peace and security, and the promotion of
friendly relations among nationn,

Believing that an international convention on diplomatie intercourse,
privilegss and immunities would contribute to the development of friendly
relations among nations, irrespective of their diffaring constitutional
and sooial syatems,

Realising that the purpose of suob privileges and jmmunitiea ia not
to benefit individuals but to enmure the affinient performance of the
funotions of Aiplomatio missions as representing States,

Affirming that the rules of oustomary international law sbould
ocontinue to govern guestione not expressly regulated by the provisione

of the present Convention,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1

For the purpose of the present Convention, the following expreseions
shall v:-. the meanings hereunder asaigned to them:

(a) the "head of the mission" i the parson charged by the sending State
with the duty of aoting in that capaaity;

Gv the "zembers of the miesion" are the head of the misaion and the

1111
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mambers of the staff of the mission)
the "merbera of the ataff of the mission" are the membere of the
diplomatic staff, of the administrative and technioal staff and of

the service staff of the misrionyg

the “members of the diplomatic staff" are the members of the staff
of the mission having diplomatio rankg

a "diplomatio agent” is the head .of the nission or a member of the
diplomatio staff of the miasiong

the "members of the administrative and technioal staff” are the
members of the staff of the mission employed in the administrative
and teohnical servioe of the missjon

the "members of the service ztaff" are the wembers of the ataff of
the mission in the domestic servioce of the miseiong

a "priviate servant” is a perason who is in the domestio service of a
member of the mission and who is not an employes of the mending
Statey

the “premises of the mission” are the buildings or parts of
buildings and the land ancillary thereto, irrespeotive of cwnerehip,
used for the purposes of the mission inoluding the residence of the
head of the mission,

Artiole 2

The establiahment of diploematic relations between States, and of

permanant diplomatic missions, tukes place by mutual oonsent.

Artiole }
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1., The functions of a diplomatic miesion oonsist inter alia ins

) rejresenting the senlSing State in the receiving States

a

va protecting in the receiving State the intereats of the sending
Stata and of its nationale, within the limits permitted by
international law;

(o) negotlating with the Governmen‘ of the receiving State;

(4) mecertaining by all lawful means oonditions and developaenta in
the receiving State, and reporting thereon to the Jovernment of the
sending State;

() promoting friendly relations between the sending State and the
receiving State, and developink their economio, oultural and
soientifio relestions.

2. Nothing in the prement Convention shall be conatrued as
preventing the performance of consular functions' by a diplomatio
mission.

Artiole 4

1. The sending State must make certain that the agrément of the
receiving State has been given for the person it proposes to mcoredit as
head of the mission to that State.

2. The receiving State is not obliged to give reasons to the
sending State for s refusal of agrément.

Article 9

1. The sending State may, after it has given due notifioation to
the receiving States oconcerned, acoredit a head of mission or assign any

It
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2. Yembers of the diplomatioc staff of the mission may not be
arpointed from among persons having the nationality of the receiving
Stata, except with the consent of that State whioh may be withdrawn at

any time,

3. The receiving State may reserve the same right with regard to
nutionale of a third State whe are not aleo nationsls of the sending

State,

Artiole 9

1. The receiving State may at any time anl =:ilhouz o rigy to

explain its decisior, notify ths sc- “is thiat the head of the

minaion or any membar ~f ‘i o .czaiie mtaff of the mission is persona

non grata 7o viuv way other member of the staff of the mission is not

#3C4iu'al L. In any such oass, the sending State ehall, as appropriate,

¥17.er recall the person concerned or terminute his functions with the
wission. A person may be deolared non grata or not acceptable before

arriving in the territory of the receiving State.

2.
to oarry ou' its obligations under paragraph 1 of this Artiole, the

If the sending State refumes or fails within a reasonable period

receiving 3tate may refuse to recognize the person concerned as a member
of the mission.

Article 10

IINIES
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1. The Kinistry for Foreign Affairs of the receiving State, or such
other ministry as may be agreed, shall be notified ofs

(a) the appointment of members of the miamsion, their arrival and their
final departure or the termination of their funotions with the
missiony

(&) the arrival and final departure of a person belonging to the family
of a member of the mission and, where appropriate, the fact that a
person becomes or veases to be a member of the family of a member of

the aissionyg

GV the arrival and final departure of private servants in the employ of
peraons referred to in sudb-paragraph hwu of this paragraph and, where
appropriate, the fact that they are leaving the employ of such

persons;

the engagement and discharge of persons resident in the receiving
State as members of the misaion or private servants entitled to
yrivileges and imaunitieas.

2. Where possible, prior notification of arrival and final
departure shall alsc be given.

Artiole 11

1. In the abmence of specific agreement as to the sise of the
miseion, the receiving State may require that the size of a miasion be
kept within limite oonsidered by it to be reasonable and normal, having
regard to olrcumstances and conditions in the receiving State and to the
needs of the particular mission.

2. The receiving State may equally, within similar bounds and on a
non-diacriminatory basis, refuse to acoept offioials of a particular

category.



L

EARETN 1
Rt i L.

N B SHEN

l;;’y\:
E# HH

B

B 421
4o Hi AT
e B IR
W Uvn

Az £ FEH
D EDOED

HOEREM
LZE#R U i

o v ) AR AR
T
EaE R EKNE L SRS Rk C Eimwi s 5 7

BIRH S M C IME L OEE L RFEHC | Bvil
o nQ RIS SV B O W 048 50
4111
~ BEFEQIXZ HNF LR IV | #UEER 2 ¢ A
| EESRHHELE S mICIIHE YT O QX1 m
DS AN INEQ W UE D & 07 me iy
KOM o O wZRW U T O U 1250 5 W KN FE L
LRI SHRBWELZ DL-2C UL a0 2°
N MEHEN Y QI 0 O BT e 0 B 1 BIRE
S € HE S T 12+ O v KW r0°

R+ Bl

— BHEFACHT XQUCHELRARN IR

" HEORmUZTOVEM L KENS O — PG
KEZS ) RoNEHCIFEHwE 0B ¢ RIFEH X

S EHORImUROWEM QL HUEXS 1 — P
S8

o TERKHHUEO W R Q7RI

N KRS U eIREa ST e B Oy

TR D ¥ — N KRR O R © R B AR iR

Artiole 12

The sending State may not, without the prior expreas oonsent of the
receiving State, establish offices forming part of the mission in
localities other than those in whioh the mission Ltmelf is emtablished.

Artiole 13

1. The head of the misaion is considered as having taken up his
functions in the receiving State sither when he has presented his
credentials or when he ham notified his arrival and a true copy of his
credentials has been pressnted to the Ministry rfor Foreign Affairs of the
receiving State, or suob other ministry as may be agreed, in accordance
with the practice prevailing in the receiving State whioh shall be
applied in a uniform manner.

2. The order of preasentation of credentials or of a true aopy
thereof will be determined by the date and time of the arrival of the
head 2f the amlasion.

Artiole 14

1. Heads of mission are divided into three clasees, namely:

{a) that of ambassadors or nuncios aocredited to Heads of Jtate, and
other beads of mission of equivalent rankj

{d) that of envoys, ministers and intemunclios acoredited to Heads of
3tate;

va that of chargés d‘'affaires sooredited to Ministers for Foreign
Affairs.

2, Bxcept as concerns precedencs and etigquette, there shall be no
differentiation between heads of wission by reason of their class,

e
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Artiole 15

The class to whioh the heads of their miseions sre to be assigned
ehall be agreed between States,

Artiole 16

1. Heads of mission shall take precedence in their respective
clasass in the order of the date and time of taking up their funotions
in accordance with Article 13.

2. Alterations in the oredcntials of a head of mission not
involving any ohange of class shall not affeot his precedence.

3. This artiole ie without prejudice to any practice accepted dy
the reoceiving State regarding the precedence of the representative of the
Holy See.

Artiole 17

The precedsnce of the members of the diplomatio staff of the mission
shall be notified by the head of the miasion to the Ministry for Foreign
Affairs or such other ministry ss may be agreed.

Artiole 18

The proocecurs Lo be obmerved in eaoh State for the reception of
heade of missiovn wl.ail be uniform in respeot of each claaa,
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Article 19

1. If the post of head of the miesion is vacant, or if the head of
the mission is unable to perform hiam funotions, a char

irterio whall aot provisionally us head of the misston. The name of the

cuarygé 1°affairos ui interim ahall be notified, eftaer by the head of the

Tisvion or, In case he ia unadble to 0 o, by tne Minlstry for Foreign
Affuire of the sending State to the Ministry for Foreign Affaira of the
Teceiving Jtate or suoh other ministry as may be agreed.

2. 1n oases where no meaber of the diplamatio staff of the miselon
ls present in the recetiving Jtate, a member of the administrative and
technical staff may, with the oconsent of the receiving 3tate, be
designated by the sending 3tate to be in oharge o the ocurrent adminie~
trative affaire of the mission.

Artiole 20

The mission and its head shall have the right to use the flag and
eadblem of the sending 3tate on the premisea of the miasion, inoluding the
residencw of the head of the mission, and on his means of transport.

Artiole 21

l. The receiving State shall either facilitate the aoquisition on
ite territory, in acocordance with its laws, by the sending State of
prezises necessary for its miusion or assist the latter in obtaining
a00wumodation in some other way.

2. It shall aleo, where neceasary, assist missions in obtaining
suitedble accommodation for their members.

nen
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Artiole 22

1. The premises of the mission shall be inviclable. ‘™he sgets
0of the receiving 3tate may not enter them, exoept with the occnsent of
the bead of the miseion.

2. The receiving State is under a speoial duty to take all
appropriate stepa to proteoct the premises of the mission against any
intrusion or damage and %o prevent any disturbance of the pescs of the
mlseion or impairment of its dignity.

3. The pramises of the miseion, their furnishings and other
property thereon and the means of transport of the mission shall be
immune from search, n.a:»-:»,ob. attaohment or execution.

Artiole 23

1. The sending Stats and the head of the mission shall be exempt
from all national, regional or muniocipsl dues and taxes in respeot of
the premises of the mission, whether owned or leased, other than suoh
a8 represent payment for specific services rendered.

2. The exemption from taxation referred to in this Artiole shall
not apply to such duss and taxes payable under the law of the receiving

State ly persons contracting with the sending State or the head of the
mission.
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Artiole 24

The archives and documents of the misaion shall be invioladble at
any time and wherever they may be.

Artiole 25

The reoeiving State shall mooord” full facilities for the
performance of the funotions of the mission.

Article 26

Sabjeot to its laws and regulations oconocerning sones etry into
which is prohibited or regulated for reasone of natiaonal sescurity, the
receiving State shall ensure to all members of the mission freedoa of
®cVement and travel in its territory.

.. Artiole 27

1. The receiving State shall perwmit and protect free communication
on the part of the misaion for all offioial purposes. In communiocating
with the Government and the other missions and consulates of the sending
State, wherever situated, ths mission may employ all appropriate meana,
including diplomatic couriers and messages in code or oipher. However,
the mission may inatall and use a wireless tranamitter only with the

conaent of tha receiving Stute.

2. The offioial correspondence of the mission shali be inviolable.
Offioial correspondence means all ocorrespondence relating to the mission
and ita functions.

3. The diplomatioc bag shall not be opsned or detained.

4. The packages constituting the diplomatic bag must bear Visible
external marks of their character and may contain only diplomatio

ISR



FREREE D ¥ — N O R © W E F KM KRR

BIREROV CEE U R o4 ¢ Y QEIw 5 n°
o FRHETHD Ep EEER A0 ) R s
<+ FHERIRCLRE UL LRHEEHEVE e U
Mu EROERO S RREIDWEUS D R0 T
FRHHOMBEA R L CEHESULACRNRES T WL K1)
VPR RN
v TR R ODNC RRKOTKFEERV LT T
SHYEFUNM AN EnS 2 0 Bk vgH
BRQMITL O 5 W HENE L SRR 2 0D § A g e
WS I MHIE S R QK EIVIHED T 5 &30
&:lﬁfﬁzn%mﬁtlligféztbféauo
© EEEXMYCERIEER i C N KEHIE VIR
RHNURLURT VOO wORHECERERK
DAY WD wUREEe@REDR” v ORKE
e e WL S M § - U R e BT RV RE LU KE
DU YT EER R A 000 § A A se®
~ ETREHIED URC <EHRUEH e VLS 0
V2 RIS B S L v € EHw R e )V R T
et WOEIKT TREIZRL L@ CHEME P
KEIwiEn 2o R’ KR sv Qs 3 &
SR v CEIN R0 Y & O I TR TR
B o0 40 7 BURE € #5004 00 1) A T & 0 1Q°

R

I B

documents or articles intended for official use.

5. The diplomatio courier, who shall be provided with an offioial
document indicating his status and the number of packages oonstituting
the diplomatic bag, shall be protected by the receiving State in the
performance of his funotions. He shall enjoy pereonal inviolability and

shall not be liable to any form of arrest or detention,

6. The sending State or the miseion may designate diplomatio
couriers ad hoc. In such cases the provisions of paragraph § of this
Artiole shall also apply, except that the immunities therein mentioned
shall ceass to apply when such a courier has delivered to the oconsignee

the diplomatic bag in hie oharge.

7. A diplomatic bag may be entrusted to the oaptain of a commercial
He shall be
providad with an offiolal dooument indicating the number of packares

airoraft scheduled to land at an authorized port of entry.
conatituting the bag but he shall not be considered to be a diplomatio

aour‘er. The misaion may send one of its membera to take posssasion of
the diplomatio bag directly and freely from the captain of the aircraft,

Article 28
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The fees and charges levied by the misesjon in the course of its
official duties shall be exempt from all duss and taxes.
Artiocle 29

The person of a diplomatic agent shall be inviolable.
be liable to any forw of arrest or detention.

He shall not

The receiving State ehall
treat bim with due respect and shall take all appropriate steps to
prevent any attack on hie person, freedom or dignity,

Article 30

1. The private residence of a diplomatic agent shall enjoy the sanme
inviolability and proteotion as the premises af the mission.

2. His papers, correspondence and, eicept ae provided {n parsgraph }
of Article 31, bis property, shall likewise enjoy inviolability,

Artiola )}

1. 4 diplomatia agent sball enjoy immunity from the oriminal
Juriediotion of the receiving State. FHe shall also enjoy immunity from

its 0ivil and adminiatrative Jurisdiction, except in the case of:

(s) & real action relating to private immovable property situated in the
territory of the receiving 3tate, unless he holds it on bebalf of
the sending Stute for the purposes of the mission;

Gv an action relating to succession in which the diplomatic agent im
invalved as exeocutor, administrator, heir or legutee as a private

parson and not on behalf of the sending State}

It 814
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f¢) an action reliling to any professional or commercial Activity
elerclsed by tbe fiplomatic ngent Ln the receiving Ctute outside his

official functions.
2. A Aiplomntic agent 1e not obliged to glve evidence as & witnews.

3. Mo maisures of wrecition may be taken in reapect of a diplomatio
)y (1) and (g) of
paragsraph 1 of this Article, and provided that the wmeasures concerned oan

agent #x~wjt 1n the cises coming under sub-paragraphs Ah

be taken without infringing the inviolebility of his person or of his

residence.

4. The tmmuinity of a diplomatic agent from the juriediction of the
receiving Stite doss not exexpt him from the jurisdiction of the aending
State.

Artiole 32

1. The immunity from jurisdiction of diplomatio agesmts and of
pereons enjoyiny immunity under Article 37 may be waived by the sending
Jtate.

2. Walver must always be express.

3. The initiation of proceedings by & diplomatic agent or by a
person enjoying immunity from jurisdiotion under Article 37 shall
preclude him from invoking immunity from jurisdiotion in respect of any
counter-olaim directly connectad with the principal olaim.

4, ‘“aiver of immunity from juriadiotion i{n respect of oivil or
adminietrative proceedings shall not be held to imply waiver of fmmunity
in respect of the execution of the judgment, for which & separate waiver
shall be necessary.
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Artiole 33

1. Subject to the provisions of paragraph } of this Artiole, a
diplomatio ugent shall with recject to servioes rendered for the sending
State be exempt from social securlty provisions which may be in foroe in
tte receiving State.

2. The exemptlon provided for in paragraph 1 of this Artiols shall
also apply to private servants who are in the sole employ of a diplomatio

agent, on conditiont

(a) that they are not nationals of or permanently resident in the

reoeiving Statey and

(b) tbat they are covered by the moolal security provisions whioch may
be in force in the sending State or a third State.

3. A diplomatic agent who employs personm to whom the exemption
provided for in paragraph 2 of this Article doas not apply shsll o' serve
the obligations which the sooial security provisions of the receiving

8tate impoase upon employers.

4. The exemption provided for in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article
shall not preoclude voluntary participation in the social esecurity uv......l.w
of the receiving State provided that such participation is permitted by
that State.

5. The provisions of this Artiole shall not affeot bilateral or
multilateral agreements conosrning sooial sesurity oconoluded previously
and shall not prevent the conolusion of such agresmenta in the future.

NER
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Artiole )4

A diplomatic agent ehsll be exempt from all duss and taxes, personal

or real, national, rogional or muniocipal, exceptr

AWV indireot taxes of & kind which are normally incorporated in the
price of goods or services)

(b) dues and taxes on private immovable property eituated in the
territory of the receiving State, unless he holds 1t on behalf of
the sending State for the purposss of the mipsiong

Amv entete, suocesaion or inheritence duties levied by the receiving
State, subjeot to the provisions of paragraph 4 of Articls 39

(d) dues and taxes on private income having its source in the
receiving State and capital taxes on investments made in
commeroial undertakings in the receiving 3tate:

(8) oharges levied for 8peoifio services rendered;
(f) registration, oourt or record fees, mortgage dues and stanmp

duty, with respect to immovadle property, subjeot to the
provieions of Artiole 23.

Artiocle )9

The receiving State shall exempt diplomatic agents from all
personal servioes, from all public service of any kind whatsoever, and
from military obligations such as those oconneoted :with requisitioning,
military contributions and bdilleting.





