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CONVENTION
ON THE
INTERGOVERNMENTAL MARITIME
CONSULTATIVE ORGANIZATION

Done at Geneva, March 6, 1948.
Entered into force, March 17, 1958.

Approved by the diet, March 11,1958.

Acceptance decided by the cabinet, March 14, 1958.
Instrument of acceptance deposited, March 17, 1958.
Promulgated, March 17, 1958.

Entered into force, March 17, 1958.

The States parties to the present Convention hereby
establish the Intergovernmental Maritime Consultative
Organization (hereinafter referred to as ‘‘the Organiza-

tion ).
PART 1

Purposes of the Organization

[RHSNM
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Article 1

The purposes of the Organization are:

(a) to provide machinery for co-operation among
Governments in the field of governmental regulation
and practices relating to technical matters of all kinds
affecting shipping engaged in international trade, and
to encourage the general adoption of the highest prac-
ticable standards in matters concerning maritime safety
and efficiency of navigation;

(b) to encourage the removal of discriminatory
action and unnecessary restrictions by Governments
affecting shipping engaged in international trade so as
to promote the availability of shipping services to the
commerce of the world without discrimination;
assistance and encouragement given by a Government
for the development of its national shipping and for
purposes of security does not in itself constitute
discrimination, provided that such assistance and en-
couragement is not based on measures designed to
restrict the freedom of shipping of all flags to take
part in international trade;

(c¢) to provide for the consideration by the Or-
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ganization of matters concerning unfair restrictive
practices by shipping concerns in accordance with part
I11;

(d) to provide for the consideration by the Or-
ganization of any matters concerning mrmuwmb.m that
may be referred to it by any organ or Specialized
Agency of the United Nations;

(e) to provide for the exchange of information
among Governments on matters under consideration by

the Organization.

PART II

Functions
Article 2

The functions of the Organization shall be consulta-

tive and advisory.
Article 3

In order to achieve the purposes set out in Part I, the
functions of the Organizations shall be:-

(a)

consider and make recommendations upon matters aris-

ing under Article 1 (a), (b) and (c) that may be

| RHESNH
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remitted to it by Members, by any organ or Specializ-
ed Agency of the United Nations or by any other
intergovernmental organization or upon matters referr-
ed to it under Article 1 (d);

(b) to provide for the drafting of conventions,
agreements, or other suitable instruments, and to re-
commend these to Governments and to intergovern-
mental organizations, and to convene such conferences
as may be necessary;

(c) to provide machinery for consultation among
Members and the exchange of information among

Governments.

Article 4

In those matters which appear to the Organization
capable of settlement through the normal processes of
international shipping business the Organization shall so
recommend. When, in the opinion of the Organization,
any matter concerning unfair restrictive practices by shipp-
ing concerns is incapable of settlement through the normal
processes of international shipping business, or has in fact
so proved, and provided it shall first have been the subject

of direct negotiations between the Members ~concerned,

(1111« KED
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the Organization shall, at the request of one of those

Members, consider the matter.

PART IIL

Membership

>H.moﬁlm1

Membership in the Organization shall be open to all

States, subject to the provisions of Part III.
Article 6

Members of the United Nations may become Members
of the Organization by becoming parties to the Conven-

tion in accordance with the provisions of Article 57.
Article 7

States not Members of the United Nations which have
been invited to send representatives to the United Nations
Maritime Conference convened in Geneva on the 19th
February 1948, may become Members by becoming parties
to the Convention in accordance with the provisions of
Article 57.

Article 8

[RENFH
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Any State not entitled to become a Member under
Article 6 or 7 may apply through the Secretary-General of
the Organization to become a Member and shall be admitt-
ed as a Member upon its becoming a party to the Conven-
tion in accordance with the provisions of Article 57 provided
that, upon the recommendation of the Council, its applica-
tion has been approved by two-thirds of the Members

other than Associate Members.

Article @l

Any territory or group of territories to which the
Convention has been made applicable under Article 58, by
the Member having responsibility for its international rela-
tions or by the United Nations, may become an Associate
Member of the Organization by notification in writing
given by such Member or by the United Nations, as the
case may be, to the Secretary-General of the United Na-

tions.

Article 10

An Associate Member shall have the rights and obliga-
tions of a Member under the Convention except that it

shall not have the right to vote in the Assembly or be

@111+ =)
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eligible for membership on the Council or on the Maritime
Safety Committee and subject to this the word “ Member ”’
in the Convention shall be deemed to include Associate

Member unless the context otherwise requires.
Article 11

No State or territory may become or remain a Member
of the Organization contrary to a resolution of the General

Assembly of the United Nations.
PART IV

Organs

Article 12

The Organization shall consist of an Assembly, a
Council, a Maritime Safety Committee, and such subsidiary
organs as the Organization may at any time consider

necessary; and a Secretariat.

PART V

The Assembly

Article HW,
The Assembly shall consist of all the Members.

[ RENR
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Article 14

Regular sessions of the Assembly shall take place once
every two years. Extraordinary sessions shall be convened
after a notice of sixty days whenever one-third of the
Members give notice to the Secretary-General that they
desire a session to be arranged, or at any time if deemed

necessary by the Council, after a notice of sixty days.
Aritcle 15

A majority of the Members other than Associate Members
shall constitute a quorum for the meetings of the Assembly.

Article Hml

The functions of the Assembly shall be:

(a) to elect at each regular session from among
its Members, other than Associate Members, its Presi-
dent and two Vice Presidents who shall hold office
until the next regular session;

(b) to determine its own rules of procedure
except as otherwise provided in the Convention;

(c) to establish any temporary or, upon recom-
mendation of the Council, permanent subsidiary bodies

it may consider to be necessary;

1111« RED
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(d) to elect the Members to be represented on
the Council, as provided in Article 17, and on the
Maritime Safety Committee as provided in Article 28;

(e) to receive and consider the reports of the
Council, and to decide upon any question referred to
it by the Council;

(f) to vote the budget and determine the finan-
cial arrangements of the Organization, in accordance
with Part IX;

(g) to review the expenditures and approve the
accounts of the Organization;

(h) to perform the functions of the Organization,
provided that in matters relating to Article 3 (a) and
(b), the Assembly shall refer such matters to the
Council for formulation by it of any recommendations
or instruments thereon; provided further that any
recommendations or instruments submitted to the As-
sembly by the Council and not accepted by the Assem-
bly shall be referred back to the Council for further
consideration with such observations as the Assembly
may make;

(i) to recommend to Members for adoption

regulations concerning maritime safety, or amendments

[RHASNT |
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to such regulations, which have been referred to it by
the Maritime Safety Committee through the Council;

(j) to refer to the Council for consideration or
decision any matters within the scope of the Organiza-
tion, except that the function of making recommenda-
tions under paragraph (i) of this Article shall not be
delegated.

PART VI
The Council

Article 17

The Council shall consist of sixteen Members and shall

be composed as follows:

(a) six shall be governments of the nations with
the largest interest in providing international shipping
services;

(b) six shall be governments of other nations

with the largest interest in international seaborne
trade;

(c) two shall be elected by the Assembly from
among the governments of nations having a substantial
interest in providing international shipping services,

and

(K111« IKED
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(d) two shall be elected by the Assembly from
among the governments of nations having a substantial
interest in international seaborne trade.

In accordance with the principles set forth in this
Article the first Council shall be constituted as provided

in Appendix I to the present Convention.

ARTICLE 18

Except as provided in Appendix I to the present Con-
vention, the Council shall determine for the purpose of
Article 17 (a), the Members, governments of nations with
the largest interest in providing international shipping
services, and shall also determine, for the purpose of
Article 17 (c), the Members, governments of nations
substantial interest in such

having a providing

services. Such determinations shall be made by a majority
vote of the Council including the concurring votes of a
majority of the Members represented on the Council under
Article 17 (a) and (c). The Council shall further deter-
mine for the purpose of Article 17 (b), the Members,
governments of nations with the largest interest in inter-
national seaborne trade. [Each Council shall make these

determinations at a reasonable time before each regular

[-REN [
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BHVPERORBENE S HEWN ey Hi- B Members represented on the Council in accordance with
2 RHOKOERUROYKow W EHEHAe® MIHE | Article 17 shall hold office until the end of the next regular
Dl B A0 2 Q{3 N T A e session of the Assembly. Members shall be eligible for
re-election.
R ARTICLE 20

& EEUE L OMIKNHHE DS A0 woKEy (a) The Council shall elect its Chairman and
R QW ROV E B LT VO EBERE N adopt its own rules of procedure except as otherwise
EA4-Q° provided in the Convention.

= BEEO Mo L 1| QR IK A 4e° (b) Twelve members of the Council shall consti-

. tute a quorum.

o HEAZ YOEBIKRENREeNL” #E (¢c) The Council shall meet upon one month’s
IS REHK O L KPR Q#E4RIK © BY AT i notice as often as may be necessary for the efficient
T | EmOow-doN o B4 e discharge of its duties upon the summons of its Chair-
2" TR IR W ddadre° man or upon request by not less than four of its

members. It shall meet at such places as may be
convenient.
B+ & ARTICLE 21
B2 SR A0 EmEN RN KK Q 4801 I The Council shall invite any Member to participate,

MO S VBN D s WO HEIR N XK S O\ | without vote, in its deliberations on any matter of parti-

k1111 = RED



HARR
WS

eI
R <~
O Jxe

vegy
I © H4E
R

R EA4Q i 3 Q BRE V@R A0°
114114k

= B BRSO Q oS B 40 W
R0 GUNRS KERHUREWEF LS5
AU IR Q L Q BRF N R -7 Ml QBRI R
NI D WV R O NIKEACC

2 B R FRECBROEELOHEN O
SV VR M R 0 - I © IR RN Y
MO HfA0-2Q Vie°

1141114

B S © RERR IR Y HF IS IR LY v HE e
BRGSO Hm © Hde MR -\ HEHT
NEFST L0 HRIEL N QB Q HunQ Ik 1Y
£10° v QIR HHHE DY P HER N
B RBEKEN PR @R O L2 QP MR

O 50

®11+-B
B GO BERURN £ 5\ EEQ R
Rsgranmtatn sy SR

1111« KED

cular concern to that Member.

ARTICLE 22

(a) The Council shall receive the recommendations
and reports of the Maritime Safety Committee and shall
transmit then to the Assembly and, when the Assembly is
not in session, to the Members for information, together
with the comments and recommendations of the Council.

(b) Matters within the scope of Article 29 shall be
considered by the Council only after obtaining the views

of the Maritime Safety Committee thereon.

ARTICLE 23

The Council, with the approval of the Assembly,
The Council shall

also make provision for the appointment of such other

shall appoint the Secretary-General.

personnel as may be necessary, and determine the terms
and conditions of service of the Secretary-General and
other personnel, which terms and conditions shall conform
as far as possible with those of the United Nations and

its Specialized Agencies.

ARTICLE 24

The Council shall make a report to the Assembly at

[ RESNTH
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each regular session on the work of the Organization

since the previous regular session of the Assembly.

ARTICLE 25

The Council shall submit to the Assembly the budget
estimates and the financial statements of the Organization,

together with its comments and recommendations.

ARTICLE 26

The Council may enter into agreements or arrange-
ments covering the relationship of the Organization with
Such
agreements or arrangements shall be subject to approval
by the Assembly.

other organizations, as provided for in Part XII.

ARTICLE 27

Between sessions of the Assembly, the Council shall
perform all the functions of the Organization, except the

function of making recommendations under Article 16 (i ).

PART VII

Maritime Safety Committee

ARTICLE 28

1111« &ED
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(a) The Maritime Safety Commitiee shall consist of
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fourteen Members elected by the Assembly from the
Members, governments of those nations having an impor-
tant interest in maritime safety, of which not less than
eight shall be the largest ship-owning nations, and the
remainder shall be elected so as to ensure adequate repre-
sentation of Members, governments of other nations with
an important interest in maritime safety, such as smzmsm
interested in the supply of large numbers of crews or in
the carriage of large numbers of berthed and unberthed
passengers, and of major geographical areas.

(b) Members shall be elected for a term of four

years and shall be eligible for re-election.

ARTICLE 29

(a) The Maritime Safety Committee shall have the
duty of considering any matter within the scope of the
Organization and concerned with aids to navigation, con-
struction and equipment of vessels, manning from a safety
standpoint, rules for the prevention of collisions, handling
of dangerous cargoes, maritime safety procedures and

requirements, hydrographic information, log-books and

[ RHAN





