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GENEVA CONVENTION
FOR THE
AMELIORATION OF THE CONDITION
OF THE WOUNDED AND SICK
IN ARMED FORCES IN THE FIELD
OF AUGUST 12 1949.

Signed at Geneva, August 12, 1949.
Entered into force, October 21, 1950.

Notified the accessicn, April 21, 1953.
Entered into force, October 21, 1953.
- Promulgated, October 21, 1953.

The undersigned Plenipotentiarise of the Governments
represented at the Diplomatic Conference held at Geneva
from April 21 to August 12, 1949, {or the purpose of revis-
ing the Geneva Convention for the Relief of the Wounded
and Sick in Armies in the Field ofl July 27, 1929, have agreed

as follows:

CHAPTER I
GENERAL PROVISIONS

ARTICLE 1
The High Contracting Parties undertake to respect and

to ensure respect for the present Convention in all cir-

Bl HA~N1
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or total occupation of the territory of a High Contracting
Party, even if the said occupation meets with no armed
resistance:

Although one of the Powers in conflict may not be a
party to the present Convention, the Powers who are
parties thereto shall remain bound by it in their mutual
relations. They shall furthermore be bound by the Conven-
tion in relation to the said Power, if the latter accepts and

applies the provisions thereof.

ARTICLE 3

In the case of armed conflict not of an international
character occurring in the territory of one of the high
Contracting Parties, each Party to the conflict shall be

bound to apply, as: a minimum, the following provisions:
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(1) Persons taking o active pait in the rowsrfmw. in-

cluding members of armed forces who have laid
down their arms and those placed Fkors de combat
by sickness, wounds, detention, or any oﬁrmn cause,
shall in all circumstances be treated humanely,
without any adverse distinction founded on race,
colour, religion or faith, sex, birth or wealth, or
any other similar criteria.

To this end, the following acts are and wwm:
remain prohibited at any time and in any place
whatsoever with respect to the above-mentioned
persons:

(a) violence to life and person, in particular murder
of all kinds, mutilation, cruel treatment and
torture;

(b) taking of hostages;

(¢) outrages upon personal dignity, in particular
humiliating and degrading treatment ;

(d) the passing of sentences and the carrying out
of executions without previous judgment.pro-
nounced by a regularly constituted court, afford-
ing all the judicial guarantees which are rec-

ognized as indispensable by civilized peoples.
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to in the foregoing Article; if such there be.

ARTICLE 8

The present Convention shall be applied with the co-
operation and under the scrutiny of the Protecting Powers
whose duty it is to safeguard the interests of the Parties
to the conflict. For this purpose, the Protecting Powers
may appoint, apart from their diplomatic or consular staff,
delegates from amongst their own nationals or the nation-
als of other neutral Powers. The said delegates shall be
subject to the approval of the Power with which they are
to carry out their duties,

The Parties to the conflict shall facilitate to the greatest
extent possible, the task of the representatives or delegates
of the Protecting Powers.

The representatives or delegates of the Protecting
Powers shall not in any case exceed their mission under
They shall,

account of the imperative necessities of security of the

the present Convention. in particular, take

State wherein they carry cut their duties Their activities
shall only be restricted as an exceptional and temporary
measure when this is rendered :moamwunw by imperative
military necessities.
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ARTICLE 9

The provisions of the present Convention constitute

 no obstacle to the humanitarian activities which the Inter-

national Committee of the Red Cross or any other impartial
humanitarian organization may, subject to the consent of
the Parties to the conflict concerned, undertake for the
protection of wounded and sick, medical personnel and
chaplains, and for their relief.

ARTICLE 10

The High Contracting Parties may at any time agree
to entrust to an organization which offers all guarantees
of impartiality and efficacy the duties incumbent on the
Protecting Powers by virtue of the cnomwgm Convention.

When wounded and sick, or medical personnel and
chaplains do not benefit or cease to benefit, no matter for
what reason, by the activities of a Protecting Power or of
an organization provided for in the first paragraph above,
the Detaining Power shall request a neutral State, or such
an organization, to undertake -the functions ,uonmon.aoa
under the present Convention by a Protecting Power
designated by the Parties to a conflict. ]

If protection cannot be arranged accordingly, the

E-HHNR
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CHAPTER II

WOUNDED AND SICK

ARTICLE 12

Members of the armed forces and other persons men-
tioned in the following Article, who are wounded or sick,
shall be respected and protected in all circumstances.

They shall be treated humanely =and cared for by the

- Party to the conflict in whose power they may be, without

any adverse distinction founded on sex, race, nationality,
religion, political opinions, or any other similar criteria.
Any attempts upon their lives, or violence to their persons,
shall be strictly prohibited; in particular, they shall not
be murdered or exterminated, subjected to torture or to
biological experiments; they shall not wilfully be left
without medical assistance and care, nor shall conditions
exposing them to contagion or infection be created.

Only urgent medical reasons will authorize priority in
the order of treatment to be administered.

Women shall be treated with all consideration due to
their sex.

The Party to the conflict which is compelied to abandon

(CSUIRE--S{IY;
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wounded or sick to the enemy shall, as far as military
considerations permit, leave with-them a part of its medical
personnel and material to assist in their care.

ARTICLE 13

The present Convention shall apply to the wounded

and sick belonging to the following categories:

(1) Members of the armed forces of a Party to the
conflict, as well as members of militias or volunteer
corps forming part of such armed forces.

(2) Members of other militias and members of other
volunteer corps, including those of organized re-
sistance movements, Um_osmmnw to a Party to the
conflict and operating in or outside their own ter-
ritory, even if this territory is occupied, Unoiama
that such militias or volunteer cops, including such
organized resistance Bo<o..8mb...w~ fulfil the follwing
conditions: :
(@) that of being commanded by a person res-

ponsible for his subordinates;
(b) that of having a fixed distinctive sign rec-
ognizable at a distance;

EHH~ T H
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equipment on their way to that area.

ARTICLE 16

Parties to the conflict shall record as soon as _uommmv_.m‘
in respect of each wounded, sick or dead vwmmon of the
adverse Party falling into their hands, any particulars
which may assist in his identification.

These records should if possible include:

(a) designation of the Power on which he depends;
(b) army, regimental, personal or serial number;
(¢) surname;

(d) first name or names;

(e) date of birth;

C«vmn%onmﬁnbmnﬁoc_mnwwwoé:osEmEszJ,oman:
disc; :

(g) date and place of capture or death;

(k) particulars concerning ionbmw or illness, or cause
om death.

As moon as possible the above mentioned information
shall be forwarded to the Information Bureau described in
Article 122 of the Geneva Convention relative to the Treat-
ment of Prisoners of War of August 12, 1949, which shall

ECSIER--I11)



e
X

"y

e

)

L fif
¥

AN
s

O Q VTR LS QO M Q HiTd 1K

r
P

P D

{

SRR 2 BT T M R 2 218
Heoi WK 7 mi Q7 B EIR B D v s M 0
LAHEOLLR B LOL 50 SeMELE EE
MRS O S WHEA R LI OMRRKS 148" #
b 0 SRR 4 O W iBlBCSHIER GEXD 1B
THEEEA #EEDEEQ 40 Y ORENES
e m Q" EIREEIR ME DO Y E Y U RONHE
DSHERBLOLL° YROORIER EHKROR
IENAN JFESLLEVKHOLLRIBLOLS°
WROQLPYZ KU LD fIR L B4
Y QRENRE D LRI DS DO TN RGN
KA NE L R L0850

0%

SR E 27 RN ERE 00N R¥eNiER

Fe ) ORI O ER N B M A0 1 A NITE A O
7R R VL LR R HE K X
RAGOREY” REQERLSER PaulBHibE®
KD AN O KD REHOM L BIEOHER
KO 1o FROHERIONN B Rk’

FE N 0HN © ENTX DN O KB ORHL B - RIZT - RE<mE1 IO

R

(KN - &)

transmit this information to the: Power on which these
persons depend through the intermediary of the Protecting
Power and of the Central Prisoners of War Agency.

Parties to the conflict shall prepare and forward to
each other through the same bureau, certificates of death
or duly authenticated lists of the dead. They shall likewise
collect and forward through the same bureau one half of
a double identity disc, last wills or other documents of
importance to the next of kin, money and in general all
articles of an intrinsic or sentimental value, which are
found on the dead. These articles, together with unidenti-
fied articles, shall be sent in sealed packets, accompanied
by statements giving all particulars necessary for the
identification of the deceased owners, as well as by a com-
plete list of the contents of the parcel.

ARTICLE 17

Parties to the conflict shall ensure that burial or crema-
tion of the dead, carried out individually as far as cir-
cumstances permit, is preceded by a careful examination,
if possible by a medical examination, of the bodies, with a
view to confirming death, establishing identity and enabl-

ing a report to be made. One half of the double identity

EFHN T
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the occupying Power of its obligation to give both physical
and moral care to the wounded and sick.

CHAPTER III
MEDICAL UNITS AND ESTABLISHMENTS

ARTICLE 19

Fixed establishments and mobile medical units of the
Medical Service may in no circumstances be attacked, but
shall at all times be respected and protected by the Parties
Should they fall into the hands of the

adverse Party, their personnel shall be free to pursue their

to the conflict.

duties, as long as the capturing Power has not itself en-
sured the necessary care of the wounded and sick found
in such establishments and units. 4

The responsible authorities shall ensure that the said
medical establishments and units are, as far as possible,
situated in such a manner that attacks against B::mww
objectives cannot imperil their safety.

ARTICLE 20

Hospital ships entitled to the protection of the Geneva
Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of Wound-
ed, Sick and Shipwrecked Members of Armed Forces at

(KN - &)
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Sea of August 12, 1949, shall not be attacked from the
land.

ARTICLE 21

The protection to which fixed estab%shments and mobile
medical units of the Medical Service are entitled mg:
not cease unless they are used to commit, osﬁwwmm
their humanitarian duties acts harmful to the mum&m.
Protection may, however, cease only after a due €m3_§m
has been given, naming, in all appropriate owmmwu.m now.
sonable time limit, and after such warning has remained

unheeded.
ARTICLE 22

The following conditions shall not be considered as
depriving a medical unit or establishment of the protection
guaranteed by Article 19:

(1) That the personnel of the unit or establishment
are armed, and that they use the arms in their
own defence, or in that of the wounded and sick in
their charge.

(2) That in the absence of armed orderlies, the unit
or establishment is protected by a picket or by
sentries or by an escort.
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nurses or auxiliary stretcher-bearers, in the search for or
the collection, transport or treatment wof the wounded and
sick shall likewise be respected and protected if they are
carrying out these duties at the time when they come into
contact with the enemy or fall into his hands.

ARTICLE 26

The staff of National Red Cross Societies and that of
other Voluntary Aid Societies, duly nmoomn,mnma and authorized
by their Governments, who may be employed on the same
duties as the personnel named in Article 24, are placed on
the same footing as the personnel named in the said Article,
provided that the staff of such societies are subject to
military laws and regulations, |

Each High Contracting Party shall notify to the other,

~either in time of peace, or at the commencement of or

during hostilities, but in any case before actually employ-
ing them, the names of the societies which it has authorized,
under its responsibility,to render assistance to the regular
medical service of its armed forces.

ARTICLE 27

A recognized Society of a neutral country can only lend

(&N &)
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the assistance of its medical personnel and units to a Party
to the conflict with the previous consent of its own Gov-
ernment and the authorization of the Party to the conflict
concerned. That personnel and those units shall be placed
under the control of that Party to the conflict.

The neutral Government shall notify this consent to
the adversary of the State which accepts such assistance.
The Party to the conflict who accepts such assistance is
bound to notify the adverse Party thereof before making
any use of it.

In no circumstances shall this assistance be considered
as interference in the conflict.

The members of the personnel named in the first
paragraph shall be duly furnished with the identity cards
provided for in Article 40 before leaving the neutral
country to which they belong.

ARTICLE 28

Personnel designated in Articles 24 and 26 who fall
into the hands of the adverse Party, shall be retained only
in so far as the state of health, the spiritual needs and
the number of prisoners of war require.

Personnel thus retained shall not be deemed priscners

BEPHNIH
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of war. Nevertheless they shall at least benefit by all the
provisions of the Geneva Coavention relative to the Treat-
ment of Prisoners of War of August 12, 1949. Within the
framework of the military laws and regulations of the
Detaining Power, and under the authority of its competent
service, they shall continue to carry out, in accordance
with their professional ethics, their medical and spiritual
duties on behalf of prisoners of war, preferably those of
the armed forces to which they themselves belong. They
shall further enjoy the following facilities for carrying
out their medical or spiritual duties:

(@) They shall be authorized to visit periodically the
prisoners of war in labour units or hospitals outside
the camp. The Detaining Power shall put at their
disposal the means of transport required,

(b) Ineach camp the senior medical officer of the highest
rank shall be responsible to the military authorities
of the camp for the professional activity of the
retained medical personnel. For this purpose, from

the Parties to the
conflict shall agree regarding the corresponding

the outbreak of hostilities,

seniority of the ranks of their medical personnel,
including those of the societies designated in

(KN &
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Article 26. In all questions arising out of their
duties, this medical officer, and the chaplains, shall
have direct access to.the military and medical
authorities of the camp who shall grant them the
facilities they may require for correspondence
relating to these questions.

(¢) Althouhg retained personnel in a camp shall be
subject io its internal discipline, they shall not,
however, be required to perform any work outside
their medical or religious duties.

During hostilities the Parties to the conflict shall make
arrangements for relieving where possible retained person-
nel, and shall settle the procedure of such relief.

None of the preceding provisions shall relieve the
Detaining Power of the obligations imposed upoa it with
regard to the medical and spiritual welfare of the prisoners
of war.

ARTICLE 29

Members of the personnel designated in Article 25 who
have fallen into the hands of thz enemy, shall bz prisoners
of war, but shall be employed on their medical duties in
so far as the need arises.
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ARTICLE 30

Personnel whose retention is not indispensable by
virtue of the provisions of Article 28 shall be returned to the
Party to the conflict to whom they belong, as soon as a road
is open for their return and military requirements permit.

Pending their return, they shall not be deemed prisoners
of war. Nevertheless they shall at least benefit by all the
provisions of the Geneva Convention relative to the Treat-
ment of Prisoners of War of August 12, 1949, They shall
continue to fulfil their duties under the orders of the
adverse Party and shall preferable be engaged in the care
of the wounded and sick of the Party to the conflict to
which they themselves belong.

On their departure, they shall take with them the
effects, personal belongings valuables and instruments
belonging to them.

ARTICLE 31

The selection of personnel for return under Article 30
shall be made irrespective of any consideration of race,
religion or political opinion, but preferably according to the
chronological order of their capture and their state of health,
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As from the outbreak of hostilities, Parties to the
conflict may determine by special agreement the percentage
of personnel to be retained, in proportion to the number
of prisoners and the distribution of the said personnel in
the camps.

ARTICLE 32

Persons designated in Article 27 who have fallen into
the hands of the adverse Party may not be detained.

Unless otherwise agreed, they shall have permission to
return to their country, or if this is not possible, to the

- territory of the Party to the conflict in whose service they

were, as soon as a route for their return is open and
military considerations permit.

Pending their release, they shall continue their work
under the direction of the adverse Party; they shall pref-
erably be engaged in the care cof the wounded and sick of
the Party to the conflict in whose service they were.

On their departure, they shall take with them their
effects, personal articles and valuables and the instruments,
arms and if possible the means of transport belonging
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to them.

The Parties to the conflict shall secure to this person-
nel, while in their power, the same food, lodging, allowances
and pay as are granted to the corresponding personnel of
their armed forces. The food shall in any case be sufficient
as regards quantity, quality and variety to keep the said

personnel in a normal state of health.

CHAPTER V
BUILDINGS AND MATERIAL

ARTICLE 33

The material of mobile medical units of the armed
forces which fall into the hands of the enemy, shall be
reserved for the care of wounded and sick.

The buildings, material and stores of fixed medica
establishments of the armed forces shall remain subject to
the laws of war, but may not be diverted from their purpose
as 'oag as they are required for the care of wouaded and
sick. Nevertheless, the commanders of forces in the field
may make use of them, in case of urgent military neces-
sity, provided that they make previous arrangements for
the welfare of the wounded and sick who are nursed in

(&N - &N





