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GENEVA CONVENTION
RELATIVE TO THE TREATMENT
OF PRISONERS OF WAR
OF AUGUST 12, 1949

Signed at August 12, 1949.
Entered into force, October 21, 1950.

Notified the accession, April 21, 1953.
Entered into force, October 21, 1953.
Promulgated, October 21, 1953.

The undersigned Plenipotentiaries of the Governments

represented at the Diplomatic Conference held at Geneva
from April 21 to August 12, 1949, for the purpose of revis-
ing the Convention concluded at Geneva on July 27, 1929,
relative to the Treatment of prisoners of War, have agreed
as follows:

PART I
GENERAL PROVISIONS

ARTICLE 1

The High Contracting Parties undertake to respect and

HHHR~N]
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to ensure respect for the Present Convention in all circum-

stances.

ARTIICLE 2

In addition to the provisions which shall be implemented
in peace time, the present Convention shall apply to all
cases of declared war or of any other armed conflict which
may arise between two or mere of the High Contracting
Parties, even if the state of war is not recognized by omne
of them.

The Convention shall also apply to all cases of partial
or total occupation of the territory of a High Contracting
Party, even if the said occupation meets with no armed
resistance.

Although one of the Powers in conflict may not be a
party -to the present Convention, the powers who are parties
thereto shall remain bound by it in their mutual relations.
They shall furthermore be bound by the Convention in
relation to the said Power, if the latter accepts and applies

the provisions thereof.

ARTICLE 3

In the case of armed conflict not of an international

(K1 1E « =D
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character occurring in the territory -of one of:High Contrac- .
ting Parties, each Party to the conflict -shall be bound to. :
apply, as a minimum, the following provisjons : -
(1) Persons .nmwmam no  active: part in the' hostilities, -
including members of armed forces who ‘have. laid -
* down their arms and those placed kors de combat by
sickness, wounds, detention, or any other cause,.
- shall in all circumstances be -treated. humanely, -
without any adverse distinction founded on race,
colour, religion or m.m:? sex, birth or wealth, or
any other similar criteria. .
. To this end the following acts are and shall.
. ...remain prohibited at any time -and. in any place
whatsoever with- respect to the above-mentioned .
- persons :. . .
(a) violence to life and uoamod. in particular
murder of. all kinds, mutilation, cruel treat- -
- ment and torture ;
(b) taking of hostages;
~ (¢) outrages upon personal dignity, .in particular,
rnBEmmwm and degrading treatment. ;.
(d) the passing -of sentences and the carrying .,
out- of ‘executions without previous - judgment
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pronounced by a ummimaw constituted ceurt
affording all the judicial guarantees which are
recognized as indispensabie by civilized peoples.

(2) The wounded and sick shall be collected and cared

for. : ,

Ap impartial humanitarian body, such as the Internation-
w._ Committee of the Red Cross, may offer its services to
the Parties to the conflict. -

The Parties to the conflict should further endeavour to
bring into force, by means of special agreement, all or part
of the other provisions of the present Convention.

The application of the preceding provisions shall net
affect the legal status of the Parties to the conflict.

ARTICLE 4

A. Prisoners of war, in the sense of the present Con-
vention, are persons telenging to one of the following cate-
gories, who have fallen into the fower of the enemy :

(1) Members of the armed forces of a Party to the
conflict, as well as' members of militias or volunteer
corps forming part of such armed forces.

(2) Memtbers of other militias and members of other

volunteer corps, including those of organized resi-

(i - &)
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stance movements, belonging to a Party to the
conflict and operating in or outside their own terri-
tory, even if this 83.38.,% is occupied, provided
that such militias or volunteer corps,  including
such ' organized resistance .movements, fulfil the
following conditions :

(@) that of being commanded by a person respon-
sible for his subordinates

(b) that of having a fixed. distinctive sign recog-
nizable at a distance ;

(c) that of carrying arms openly ;

(d) . that
accordance with the .laws

of conducting their operations in

and - customs
of war.

Members of regular armed forces who profess

allegiance to a government or an authority not

recognized by the Detaining Power. .

Persons who accompany the armed forces without

actually being members thereof, such as &i:ub

members of military aircraft crews, war correspon-
dents, supply contractors, members of labour wunits
of of ssrvices responsible for .the welfare of the
armed . forces, provided that they -have received

HHRN¥
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authorization from the armed .forces - which  they
accompany, who shall provide them for that purpose
with an identity card similar to the annexed model.

(5) Members of crews, including masters,” pilots and
apprentices, of the merchant marine and the'crews
of civil aircraft of the Parties to the conflict, who
do not benefit by more favourable treatment under
any other provisions of intarnational law.

(6) Inhabitants of a non-occupied territory, who on the
approach of the snemy spontaneously take up arms
to resist the invading forces, without having had
time to form themselves into regular -armed units,
provided they carry arms openly and respect the
laws and customs of war.

B. The following shall likewise be treated as prisoners

of war under ths present. Conventiun @

(1) Persons belonging, or having belonged, to tlie armed
forces of the occupied country, if the occupying
Power considers it necessary by reason of such
allegiance to intern them, ‘even ‘though “it-“has
originally liberated them while hostilities were going*
on outside the territory it ‘occupies,’ in particular
where such persons have made an ' unsuccessful

RN =)
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attémpt to rejoin the armed forces to -which they
belong mn& which are engaged in combat, or where
they fail to comply with a summons made to them
with a view to internment.

~- (2) The persons belonging to one ' of the categories
* enumerated in the present Article,- who have been

received by mneutral or non-belligerent Powers: on

-their territory and whom  these -Powers are

required to intern under international law, = without
9.8:98 to any more favourable treatment‘ which
these Powers may orgmo to give and with the
mNnowsoB of >H.rn_mm 8, 10, 15, wo. fifth umnwmg
ph, 58-67, 92, umm and, where 920825 Himaonm
exist between the Parties to the oobm_oﬂ mbm the

.bmcﬂ.,& or non-belligerent Huoﬁmw ooboonbm,m. Eomm
Articles oobomubmnm thz Protecting Power. Where

such diplomatic relations _mx._ﬁ 36 Humﬁcom ao a
conflict on whom thess persons amUmbm mrm: be
allowed to perform towards them the mﬁbnrobw om a
Protecting Power as provided in the present Con-
vention, without prejudice to the functions %Eoc
these Parties normally exercise in oobmou.Bn% with

. diplomatic and.consular usagé and treaties.:

CHHERAR
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C. This Article shall in no way affect the status of
medical personnel and chaplains as provided for in Article

‘33 of ths present Convention.

ARTICLE 5

The present Convention shall apply to the persons refer-
red to in Article 4 from the time they fall into the power
of the enemy znd until their final release and repatriation.

Should any doubt arise as to whether persons, having
committed a belligerent act and having fallen m.bﬁo the hands
of the enemy, _uwuobm to any of the categories enumerated in
Article 4, such persons shall enjoy the protection of the
present Convention until such time as their status has been
determined by a competent tribunal.

ARTICLE 6

In addition to the agreements expressly provided for in
Articles 10, 23, 28, 33, 60, 65, 66, 67, 72, 73, 75, 109,110,
118, 119, 122 and 132, the High Contracting Parties may
conclude other spécial agreemsnts for all matters concerning
which they may deem it suitable to make separate provision.
No special agreement shall adversely affect the situation
of of
Convention, nor restrict the rights which it confers upon

(11~ HnD

prisoners war, as Ccefined by the present
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them.

Prisoners of war shall continue to have the benefit of
such agreements as long as the Convention is applicable to
them, except where mME..o&m provisions to the ‘contrary are
contained in the aforesaid or in subssquent agreements, ar
where more favourable measures have been taken with
regard to them by one or other of the parties to the
conflict.

ARTICLE 7

Prisoners of war may in no circumstances renounce in
part or in entirety the rights secured to them by the pre-
sent Convention, and by the special agreements referred to
in the foregoing Article, if such there be.

ARTICLE 8

The present Convention shall be applied with the
cooperation and under the scrutiny of the Protecting Powers
whose duty it is to safeguard the anndma,m of the Parties to
the conflict. For this purpose, the Protecting Powers _may
appoint, apart from their' diplomatic or ooamﬁw,n staff,
delegates from amongst their own bwaosm_w or. the_ natlionalg

HHRN T )
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-0of other neutral ,wuoﬁmw.m. The said delegates shall’ bé' subject

to the approval of the Power with which they are:to
carry out their duties. S
The Parties no the conflict shall facilitate to the greatest
extent possible the task of the representatives or " delegates
of the Protecting Powers. . _
The representatives or delegates of the Protecting
case exéeed their mission under
“They shall, take

account of the imperative necessities of ‘security of the State

Powers shall not in any
the present Convention. in particular,

wherein they carry out their duties.
_ ,Pwﬂmoﬂw 9

The provisions of thé Q.wmob,n Convention . constitute no
obstacle to the humanitarian activities which the Internation-
al Committee of the Red Cross or any other- impartial
humanitarian organization may, subject to the cemsent of
the Parties to the conflict concerned, undertake for the pro-
tection of prisoners of war and for their relief. e

ARTICLE 10

The High Contracting Parties may at any time agree to

entrust to an organization which offers all guarantees

ICINER-S11D)
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of impartiality and efficacy the duties incumbent on -the
Protecting Powers by virtue of the present Coavention.

When prisoners ¢f war do- not' benefit . or cease to
benefit, no matter for what reason, by the activities of a
Protecting Power or of an organization provided for in the
first paragraph above, thée Detaining Power shall request a
neutral State, to undertaks the

functions performed under the ‘present : Convention by a

or such an' organization,

Protecting Power desigbated by the Partics to a coiiflict.

If protection cannot be arranged accordingly, the Dstain-
ing Power shall request or mw,w:. accept, subject to the
provisions of this Article, the.offer of the services of a
humanitarian organization, such as the Internatiopal Commit-
tee of the Red Cross, to assume the humanitarian functions
performed by Protecting Powers under the present Conven-
tion. 4 . .

- Any neutral- Power or any.  organization- invited by the
. shall
be required to act with a sense of respounsibility towards

Power :concernsd or offering itself for these purposes,.

the Party to:the conflict on which persons protected by the
present Convention depend,. and shall be required to furnish
sufficient assurances <that it is in 2 position to undertake the

~b K HHKRN TH
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appropriate functions and to discharge them impartially.
No derogation from the preceding provisions shall be
made by special agreements between Powers one of which is
restricted, sven temporarily, in its freedom to negotiate
with the other Power or its allies by reason of military
events, more particularly where the whole, or a substantial

part, of the territory of the said Power is occupied.

Whenever in the present Convention mention is made of
a Protecting Power, such mention applies to substitute or-
ganizations in the sense of the present ‘Article.:

ARTICLE 11

In cases where they deem it advisable in the interest of
protected persons particularly in cases of disagreement
between the Parties to the conflict as to the application or
interpretation of the provisions of the present Convention,
the Protecting Powers shall lend their good offices with a
view to settling the disagreement.

For this purpose, cach of the Protecting Powers may,
either at the invitation of one Party or on its own initiative,
propose to the Parties to the conflict a meeting of their

representatives, ‘and in particular of the authorities respon-

C IR
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sible for prisoners. of war, possibly on neutral territory
m&.&E% chosen. The Parties to the conflict shall be .v_uogm. o
to w?m effect to the propesals made to them -for this ﬁ:wu_mmm.r
The Protecting Powers may, if necessary, propose for
approval by the Partizs to the conflict a person vmﬁo_.._mmum
to a ncutral Power, or delegated by the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross, who shall be invited to take part

in such a meeting. -

PART II | |
GENERAL PROTECTION OF PRISONERS OF WAR

ARTICLE 12

Prisoners of war are in the hands of the snemy Power,
but not of .Em individuals or Szzmnw units who have captu-
red them. Irrespective of the individual responsibilities that
may exist, .the Detaining Power is responsible for the
treatment given them. .

Priscners of war may only be transferred by the Detain- ,
ing Power to a Power which i8 a party to the Convention
and after the Detaining Power has satisfied 'itself of the
willingness and &.EEW of- such transferee Huoé.mw to apply the
Convention. When prisoners of war are transferred under

such circumstances, responsibility for the application of the

HARN ITH
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Convention rests on the Power accepting them while Em.@
~are in its custody. A _ B

Nevertheless, if that Power fails to carry out the
provisions of the Convention in any important respect, the
Power by whom the prisoners of war were transferred
take

effective measures to correct the situation or shall request

shall, upon being notified by the Protecting Power,

the return of the prisoners of war. Such requests must be
complied with. . ,

- ARTICLE 13

Prisoners of war must at all times be humansly treated.
Any unlawful act or omission by the Umnmnzum WOS.Q.. caus-
ing death or seriously endangering the row:r of a prisoner
of war in its custody is prohibited, and will be regarded as
a serious breach of the present Convention. In particular, no
prisoner of war may be subjected to physical mutilation or
to medical or scientific experiments of any- kind which are
not justified by the medical, dental or hospital treatment of
the prisoner concerned and carried out in his interest.

Likewiss, - prisoners of war must at “all times be

. protected, particularly against acts of violenc¢e or intimida-

tion and against insylts and public curiosity.

CHER-- A1)
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Measures of reprisal against prisoners of war are prohi-
bited. :

ARTICLE 14

Prisoners of war are entitled in all circumstances to
nmwvoﬁ for num:. persons and their honour. :
Women wwmz be treated with all the regard m:w 8 Hro;.

. sex and mwwc 5 all cases benefit by treatment as favourable

as nwmn mnmsﬁom to men.

Prisoners of war mr&_ 355 the ?: o:E 8@9934
The
either

which they enjoyed at the .time of their 895.9
Detaining Power may not restrict the exercise,
within or without its own territory, of the rights such

capacity confers except in so far as the captivity requires.
ARTICLE 15
The Power detaining E.mmomoam of war shall be bound to

provide frze of charge for ‘their Bm_agmuoo mbm mon the
Bm&o& »?obcoa H.mn:ﬁmm _...% 26? state om ?wm::

_ >mﬂ~0ﬁﬁ 5

Taking into consideration the provisions of the present
Convention relation to rank and sex, -and subject to' any
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