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GENEVA CONVENTION
RELATIVE TO THE PROTECTION
OF CIVILIAN PERSONS
IN TIME OF WAR
OF AUGUST 12, 1949

Signed at Gencva, August 12, 1949.
Entered into force, October 21, 1950.

Notified the accession, April 21, 1953.
Entered into, force October 21, 1953.
Promulgated, Octorber 21, 1953.

The undersigned Plenipotentiaries of the Governments

represented at the Diplomatic Conference held at Geneva
from April 21 to August 12, 1949, for the purpose of estab-
lishing a Convention for the Protection of Civilian Persons in

Time of War, have agreed as follows:

PART I
GENERAL PROVISIONS
ARTICLE 1

The High Contracting Parties undertake to respect and

HERNTHP



i

28 Y

H KK C KU T

(2

§ S ORHes” SO 1Y HEEE O M 2 55,084

%+$@%§E%@I5m&$kAﬁ%%%m\%
@&&%%%&%%K%&#%:kﬁf%ao

SRR T w62 8
%@h@ﬁﬁ@é%ii
TRELOKS
Eu::ﬂ@ﬁu&@ﬁ%i\ J
W2 QW4 50

SIS

:@%%:lofﬁ%éh%%u\%%im£ﬁ®
Ny g 5 \bﬂtéﬁﬁkék\if‘b#&%
RV 480 NI -Q%" S840 TR 1 48 0 SR @%WJ.W
A0 HE Y v © SR M Fl o 28 YR Q HIK W &4
Q AR

:@%ﬁmior%ﬁénfmmaﬁﬁm\:@%

FROBEN SOV QY
TRKE e VLR Q K

g N

ﬁ

J R ER

RN O ERERAU.200 0 A4 50 R EI K
I QER RN 46020 O HEKMEEQ FH 4" v

ROQWOKHESR” VROQKENERE Yint oY
B O R KK MR B S0l e VRS

30 RUEEI 4 424 - |

HEKRN N

(2) The wounded and sick shall be collected and cared

for.

An impartial humanitarian body, ‘such as the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red Cross, may offer its services to
the Parties to the conflict.

The Parties to the conflict should further endeavour to
bring into force, by means of special agresments, all or
part of the other provision of the present Convention.

The application of the preceding provisions shail not
affect the legal status of the Parties to the confiict.

ARTICLE 4

Persons protected by thz Convention are those who, at
a given moment and in any manner whatsoever, find them-
selves, in -case of a conflict or occupation, in the hands
of a Party to the conflict or Occupying Power of which they
are not nationals.

Nationals of a State which is not bound by the Conven-
tion are not protected by it. Nationals of a neutral State
who find themselves in the territory of a belligerent State,
and nationals of a co-beliigerent State, shall not be regarded

as protected persons while the State of which they are nation-

(- &)
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als has normal diplomatic nmv.umwmnnmmos in the State in
whose hands they are.

The provisions of Part II are, however, wider in appli-
cation, as defined in Article 13.

Persons protected by the Geneva Corvention for the
Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded and Sick in
Arimed Forces in the Field of August 12, 1949, or by the
Geneva Convention for the Ameélioration of the Condition of
Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked Members of Armed Forces
at Sea of August 12, 1949, or by the Geneva Convention
relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War of August 12,
1949, shall not be considered as protected persons within the
meaning of the present Convention.

ARTICLE 5

Where, in the territory of a Party to the conflict, the latter
is satisfied that an individual protected person is definitely
suspected of or engaged in activities hostile to the security
of the State, such individusl person shall not be entitled to
claim such rights and privileges under the present Convention
as would, if exercised in the favour of such -individual
person, be prejudical to the security o suchi State.
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Where in ooocmzmm territory an individual protected person
is detained as a spy or saboteur, or as a person under definite
suspition®of activity hostiie to-the security -of the Occupying
Power, such person shall, in those' cases whers absolute
military mmoE.:% so requires, be H.mmmaom as ‘having monmm,;mm
Emgm of communication under the bwmmmsﬁ Convention.

" Ineach case, such’ persons mrm: nevertheless be treated
with humanity, and in casé of Q.H& shall” fiot * be mmﬁ.iom
of the rights of fair and regular trial prescribed by the present
Convéntion. They shall mu..wo be mm.mr.nmm the full rights and
privileges of.a protected person under the present Convention
at the earliest date consistent ‘with the security of the. State

or Occupying Power, as the case may be.’
ARTICLE 6 .. .. .

S ey,

THe @H.mnoa ‘Convention' shall apply mHoB Em oﬁmmm OM

any conflict or ooocwmaos mentioned in >H.ao_m 2.

In the’ ﬁmﬁ.:oww of Parties to Em oonmhon the m_w%:o..m:oa

- of the present Convention mwmz ‘cease on 'the mmnmwm_ close

of BESQ owmnm:onm.

In' the case of occupied territory, the ‘application’ of the
présent - Convention” §hall cease one year after the general
close: of military ovmnm:ouo. however, ‘thé’ Ocn:bfaa Power

(¢ )



g

an

o
%

| F+ Wi

FE ) QWO | WA OEF KD R |HY
RNV SR ORITE S-SR NGy

CREEe 0 QBRI IR O RBAY

_mawﬁmo%T@%mﬁbna%émm\%m} |
,@ﬁ\:m%%mz5;§&5%m%%wz%mafm
., v@ , )

o]

ROYK

e

i EQHEL Bt P R+E %\%+£%‘%Ptm
| % RN R Bin<” o RK Kigiil !
| %éz+_%ﬁﬁﬁam+h>:%ifﬁ%?7
| BIOET RENRENKLDO A NEM VL0
| | 4 OBIEY O S 2eERSENEERO IR
S | AU L Ao REE 2

33.%@ %

S50
\O

mﬁﬁﬁﬁ\CQ%ﬁwﬁm%ﬁﬁéﬁﬁxﬁi

| 380 Q AN BAVEAVENE 00 0T 1R 0 QR
IR QIR KB R 0 X B TBEQ | RHe

S0 R0 0K O EY B0 ST RERmH TS & 4 % - 2 ¥E

| _ & RIS BHTIIRS &
| HFRE BRI T % ARORY - Pen RGNS
Mr:%@mi:;omﬁén%&@afao

, QR R R K |
- Y KRLSRGRRE ST KD OREVE
W%%%:#Aaﬁ$%$ﬁﬁ%%®f&of

(RE + KB

shall be bound, for the curation of the occupation, to the
extent that such Power exsrcises the functions of government
in such territory, by the provisions of the following Articles
1 to 12, 27, 29 to 34, 47, 49,
51, 52,53, 59, 61 to 77,  143. |

.Protected persons éwowm H.o_mmmo. rapatriation :or re- mﬁ&u

of . the present Convention:

lishment may take place after such dates shall Bmmwsﬁ;m
continue to benefit by the present Convention,.

ARTICLE 7

In addition to the agreements expressly provided for in
Articles 11, 14, 15, 17, 36, Hom. 109, 132, 133 and 149, the
High Contracting Parties .Bm% nouo_:mm other special agree-
ments for all matters concerning which they may deem it suit-
able to make separate provision. No special agreement shali
adversely affect the situation of protected persons, as defined
by the present Convention, nor restrict the rights which

it confers upon them.

- ‘Protected persons shall continue to have the benefit "of
such agreements as long as the Convention is applicable to

them, except where express provisions to. the contrary are

CHHKRNE |
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contained in the aforesaid or in subsequent agreements, or
where more favourable measures have been taken with
regard to them by one or other of the Parties to the conflict.

ARTICLE 8

Protected persons may in no circumstances renounce ip
part or in entirety the rights secured to them by the present
Convention, and by the special agreements referred to in the
foregoing Article, if such there be.

ARTICLE 9

The present Convention shall be applied with the coopera-
tion and under the scrutiny of the Protecting Powers whos
Cuty it is to safeguard the interests of the Parties to the
conflict. For this purpose, the Protecting Powers may appoint.
apart from their diplomatic or consular staff, delegates .
from amongst their own nationals or the nationals of other
neutral Powers. The said delegates shall be subject to the
approval of the Power with which they are to carry out their
duties.

The Parties to the conflict shall facilitate to the greatest
extent possible the task of the representatives or delegates
of the Protecting Powers.

(K - HE)
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The representatives or delegates of thz Protecting Powers
shall not in any case exceed their mission under the present
Convention. They shali, in particular, take account of the
imperative necessities of security of the State wherein they
carry out their duties.

ARTICLE 10

The provisions of the present Convention constitute no

obstacle to the humanitarian activities which the Interna-

tional Committee of the Red Cross or any other impartial
humanitarian organization may, subject to the consent of the
Parties to the conflict concerned, undertake for the protection
of civilian persons and for their reiief.

ARTICLE 11

The High Contracting Parties may at any time agree to
entrust to an organization which offers all guarantees of
impartiality and efficacy the duties incumbent on the Protecting
Powers by virtue of the present Convention. .

When persons protected by the present Convention do not
benefit or cease to benefit, no -matter for what nmmm.ou. by
the activities of a Protecting Power or of an organization .
provided for in the first paragraph above the Detaining Power

|~ ER
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t +ing Power shall request or shall- accept,

‘Power concerned or offering itself for .those purposes,

THEY V-2 EGHNKEVOE

HHRNHEE

shall request a neutural State, or such an organization, to

undertake . the  functions, performed Eﬁmn the - present
Convention by a m,».oﬁoonbm Power mmmumnwﬁmm by the Partiesto a

conflict.

... . Tf prétection cannot be mﬁwsm& monoﬁ.&sm@. , wvm Uoﬁmmb.

subiect to.. the

: o ¥ | provisions of this Article; the offer of the services of a
S R e M EEE DT W MW O RN MRSV WY
| CELNHOUEORE BRI S LR

humanitarian organization, such as the International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross, to assume the humanitarian functions
performed by Protecting ‘Powers under the present Conven-
tion. - o

_Any neutral Power, or any organization-invitéd by the
:shall
be required to act with a sense of responsibility towards 'the
Party of the conflict on which persons protected by ' the
present Convention depend, and shall be required to furnish
sufficient assurances that it is in a position to undertake the
appropriate functions and to &mowmw.m% them impartially.

"No derogdtion from the preceding provisions shall bs made
by special agreements between Powérs one of Which ’is
restricted,” even temporarily, ‘in'its freedom to negotiate with
the other Power or its allies.by reason of ‘military ' events,

more particularly where the whole, ‘or a stibstantial part, of

CRET < E)
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the »md.;oay of ‘the mma m.os,ow is occupied.
Whenever in the present Convention Bos:ou is Bm&m 0» .
a'Protecting Power, such mention applies to mc_uwmﬁ:m onmwb_
zations in the sense of the present >nan_o ‘

The provisions of this Article shall extend and be mamwﬁma

to cases of nationals of a-neutral State who are in occupied

territory or who find themselves in the territory of a
belligerent State in which the State of which they are nationals
has not normal diplomatic representation.”

ARTICLE 12

In cases where thiey deem it advisable in the interest of

particularly in cases of disagreement

- between the Parties to the conflict as to the application or

interpretation of the provisions of the present Convention,

the Protecting Powers shall lend their géod offices with a

._ view to settling the disagreement.

For this purpose, each of the —uaoﬂmQEm Powers may,

- either’ mﬂ Em Scnmrob of one Party or on nm own initiative,

propose to “the Parties to the conflict - a meeting of their
representatives, and in particular of the authoritiés responsible
for protected rérsons, pcssibly on neutral territory suitably

{ «kosen. The Parties to the conflict shall be bound to give

RN EH
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éffect to the proposals made to them for this purpose. The
Protecting Powers miay, if necessary, propose for approval
by the Parties to the conflict, a person belonging to a neutral
Power or delegated by the International Committee of the Red
Cross, who shall be invited to take part in such a Emom..nm.

- PART II

GENERAL PROTECTION OF POPULATIONS
AGAINST CERTAIN CONSEQUENCES OF WAR

ARTICLE 13

The Hx.oﬁwmomw of Part II cover the whole of the Uo.uEm:owm
of the countries in conflict, without any adverse distinction
based, in particular, on race, nationality, H.m:n.mou or
political opinjon, and are’ intended to alleviate the suflerings
causéd by war.

ARTICLE 14

In time of peace, the High Contracting Paities and, after
the outbreak of hostilities, the Parties thereto, may establish
in theéir own territory and, if the need arises, in occupied
areas, hospital and safety zones and localities so ‘organized

as to protect from the ‘effects of war, wounded, sick and

(¥E » ZED)
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aged umwwgm__ children iinder fifteen, expectant-mothers and
mothers of children under seven.

Upon the outbreak and during the course of hostilities,
the Parties concerned may nonnﬂqmm. agreements on mutual
recognition of the zones and lecalities they have created.
They may for this purpose implement the provisions of the
Draft Agreement annexed to the present Convention, Wwith
such amendments as they may consider nzcessary.

The Protecting Powers and the International Committee
of the Red Cross are invited to lend ‘their good offices in order
to facilitate the institution and recognition of these hospital

and safety zones and localities.
ARTICLE 15

Any Party to the conflict may, either direct or through
a neutral State or some humanitarian oa,mmam,.ummou, propose
to the adverse Party to establish, in' the regions where
fighting is taking place, ‘neutralized’ zones intended to shelter
from the effects of war the wo:o.%wbw ‘petsons, without
distinction: * . . ’ . ’

(@) wounded and sick combatants or non-combatants;’

(8) civilian ‘persons who take no ‘part in hostilities, ‘and

HHKRNE-H
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H|N I’
who, while they reside in the zones, perform no
wark of a military owm&moﬁﬁ.

When the Parties nonomgma have agreed EUOB the
mmomam@wnn& mOm:_o? administration, food mEuE% and super -
vision of the ﬁnovomma neutralized zone, a sﬁnos mmﬁ.moama
shall be concluded and signed by the nm@wmwmbnmn:aw of ﬂwm .
_uwﬂSmw to the conflict. The mmnmmgmun mwmz fix tha _umm:::sm
and the duration of the neutralization of the zone.

ARTICLE 16

The wounded and sick as well as the infirm, and
expectant Bomuuy.m. shall _uu the oEmQ of Eaﬁo&mw unoﬁmoron
and respect. _
As far as military considerations allow, each Party to
the conflict shall facilitate the steps taken to search for the
killed and wounded, to assist the shipwrecked and other
persons exposed to grave danger, and to protect them against

pillage and ill-treatment.
ARTICLE 17

The mm.nmmm to the conflict shall endeavour to conclude
local agreements for the removal from —umwﬁmoa or oﬁoﬁﬂo&
areas, of wounded, sick, infirm, and mmom persons, children

(K - EED)
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and maternity cases, .and for the passage of ministers.of all

religions, medical personnel and medical equipment on their
way to such areas. ,

ARTICLE 18

" . [ Civilan hospitals organized to-give care to the wounded

and sick, the
circurrstances be.the object of attack, but shall at all times

infirm 'and  maternity cases, may' in . no

te respected and protected by the Parties to the conflict.
States which are Parties to a conflict shall provide all

civilian hospitals with certificatés showing that they are

" civilian hospitals' and. that the buildings which they dccupy
are not ‘used for any.purpose which would .deprive these

- hospitals- of protection in accordance with Article 19. .

Civilian hospitals shall be marked by means of the emblem
provided for in Article 38 of the Geneva Convention for the
Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded and Sick in
Armed Forces in the Filed of August 12, 1949, but only if so

~authorized by the State.

The Parties to the conflict shall, in so-:far as military
considerations permit, take the necessary steps to make the
distinctive emblems indicating civilian hospitals: clearly visible

to the enemy land, -air and naval forces in order to obviate
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