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Mr. VINCENT, Minister of the United States of America
in Switzerland, on signing the Geneva Convention relative
to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War of
August 12th, 1949, made the following declaration :

“The Government of the United States fully supports
the objectives of this Convention.

“I am instructed by my Government to sign, ‘making
the following reservation to Article 68 :

“The United States reserves the right to impose the
death penalty in accordance with the provisions of Article
68, paragraph 2, without regard to whether the offences
referred to therein are punishable by death under the law
of the occupied territory at the time the occupation begins. ”

HUNGARIAN PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC

Mrs. KARA made the following reservations :

“At the meeting of the Diplomatic Conference on
August 11th, 1949, the Delegation of the Hungarian People’s
Republic reserved the right to make express reservations
on signing the Conventions, after having examined them.
In their speech at the above meeting the Hungarian Delega-

(¥ - =)
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tion observed that they were not in agreement with all
the provisions of the Conventions. After a thorough study
of the ‘text of the Conventions, the Government of the
Hungarian People’s Republic decided to sign the Conventions
in spite of their obvious defects, as it considered that the
Conventions constituted an advance in comparison with the
existing situation from the point of view of the practical
application of humanitarian principles and the protection of
war victims. ‘

“The Government of the Hungarian Feople’s Republic
is obliged to state that the concrete results achieved by the
Diplomatic Conference which ended on August the 12th do
not come up to expectations, since the majority of the
members of the Conference did not adopt the proposals of
the Soviet Delegation concerning the atomic weapon and
other means of mass extermination of the population.

“The Delegation of the Hungarian People’s Republic
noted with regret the point of view of the majority of
the Conference, which was contrary to the wishes of the
nations engaged in the struggle for peace and literty.
The Telegation of the Hungarian People’s Republic is
convinced that the adoption of the Soviet proposals would

bave been the most effective means of protecting war

R~ TTHEN |
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victims. The Delegation of the Hungarian People’s Republic
wishes, in particular, to point out the essential defects of
the Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons
in Time of War: they drew the attention of the States
taking part in the Conference to those defects during the
meetings. A particular case in point is that of Article 4 of
the Convention; by virtue of that >n3&.m the provisions
of the Civilians Convention do not apply to certain persons,

because the States whose nationals they are, have not

 adhered to the Convention. The Government of the Hun-

garian People’s Republic considers that the above provision
is contrary to the humanitarian principles which the Con-
vention is intended to uphold.

“The Hungarian People’s Government has also serious
objections to Article 5 of the said Convention, according to
the terms of that Article, if protected persons are definitely
suspected of activities hostile to the security of the
State, that is enough to deprive them of protection under
the Convention. The Government of the Hungarian People’s
Republic considers that that provision has already made
any hope of realizing the fundamental principles of the
Convention illusory.

“The express reservations made by the Government of

(& - HH)
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the Hungarian People’s Republic on signing the Conventions,
are as follows:

" (1) *“In the opinion of the Government of the Hun-
garian People’s Republic, the Uwoimmosw of Article 10 of the
Wounded and Sick, Maritime Warfare and Prisoners of
War Conventions and of Article 11 of the Civilians Conven-
tion, concerning the replacement of the Protecting Power,
can only be applied if the Government of the State of which
the protected persons are nationals, no longer cxists.

(2) “The Government of the Hungarian People’s
Republic cannot approve the provisions of Article 11 of the
Wounded and Sick, Maritime Warfare and Prisoners of
War Conventions and of Article 12 of the Civilians Conven-
tion, according to which the competence of the Protecting
Power extends to the interpretation of the Convention.

(3) “In regard to Article 12 of the Convention relative
to the Treatment of Prisoners of War, the Government of
the Hungarian People’s Republic maintains its point of view
that in the case of the transfer of prisoners of war from
one Power to another, the responsibility for the application
of the provisions of the Conventions must rest with both
of those Powers.

(4) ‘““The Delegation of the Hungarian People’s Republic

HHERNTEN [H
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repeats the objection which it made, in the course of the
rceetings-at which Article 85 of the Prisoners of War
Convention was discussed, 3 the effect that prisoners of
war coavicted of war crimes and crimes against humanity
in accordance with the principles of Nuremberg, must be
subject to the same treatment as criminals convicted of
other crimes.

(5) “Lastly, the Government of the Hungarian People's
Republic maintains the point of view which it expressed in
regard to Article 45 of the Civilians Convention, namely
that, in the case of the transfer of protected persons from
one Power to another, the responsibility for the application
of the Convention must rest with both of those Powers. ”

ISRAEL

Mr. KAHANY, Delegate of Israel to the European Office
of the United Nations and to the International Committee of
the Red Cross, made the following declaration:

“In accordance with instructionf received from my
Government, ! shall sign the Geneva Convention relative
to the Treatment of Prisoners of War without any reserva-
tion. But in the case of each of the other three Conventions,

our signature will be given with reservations the purport of
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which is as follows: . o

(1) Geneva Convention for the Amcelioration of the
Condition of the Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces in
the Field.

“Subject to the reservation that, while respecting the
inviolability of the distinctive signs and emblems of the
Convention, Israel will use the Red Shield of David as the
emblem and distinctive sign of the medical services of her

»

armed forces.

(2) Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the
Condition of Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked Members of
Armed Forces at Sea.

“Subject to the reservation that, while respecting the
inviolability of the distinctive signs and embleins of the
Convention, Israel will use the Red Shield of David on the
flags, armlets and on all equipment (including hospita’
ships) employed in the medical service."”

(3) Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of
Civilian Persons in Time of War.

“Subject to the reservation that, while respecting the
inviolability of the distinctive signs and emblems provided
for in Article 38 of the Geneva Convention for the &Bm.:o-
ration of the Condition of the Wounded and Sick in

HARSNHMEN IR
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Armed Forces in the Field of August 12, 1949, Israel will
use the Red Shield of David as the emblem and distinctive

’

sign provided for in this Convention.’

ITALY .

Mr. AURITI, Ambassador. made the following declara-
tion concerning the Convention relative to the Treatment of
Prisoners of War and Resolutions 6, 7 and 9 of the QEoEwmm
Conference of Geneva.

(1) Geneva Convention relative to the Treatment ot
Prisoners of War: i

“The Italian Government declares that it makes a reser-
vation in respect of the last paragraph of Article 66 of
the Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of
War. ”

(2) ‘Resolution 6 of the Diplomatic Conference  of
Geneva.

“Whereas the Conference has recommended that the
tligh Contracting Parties will, in the near future, instruct
1 Committee of Experts to examine technical improvements
of modern means of ooBB:nmommo,b between hospital ships,
on the one hand, and warships and military aircraft, on
he other, the Italian Government expresses the hope that

(i 1)
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the said Committee of Experts may be convoked, if possi-
ble, during the coming months, in order that they may
draw up an international code of rules for the use of the
above means of communication.

“The Italian Armed Forces are at present engaged in
making a thorough study of the above subject and will, if
necessary, ke ready to submit concrete proposals of a tech-
nical nature as a basis for discussion.”

(3) Resolution 7 of the Diplomatic Conference of
Geneva.

“The Italian Government is b&m_wmnma to arrange that,
whenever conveniently practicable, hospital ships shall
frequently and regularly broadcast particulars of their posi-
tion, route and speed.”

(4) Resolution 9 of the CHEonrn Conference of

- Geneva.

“In regard to the second paragraph of Resolution 9,
the Italian Government considers that the departments
dealing with telecommunications in the countries of the
High Contracting Parties must collaborate in drawing up
some method of grouping telegrams of prisoners of war, so
as to facilitate the transmission of numtered messages and
thus avoid errors and the duplication of international

HARSNHIEHSNI
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transmissions and the consequent increase in their cost,”

LUXEMBURG

Mr. STURM, Chargé d’Affaires of Luxemburg in Swit-
zerland, made the following reservation :

“The undersigned Delegate of the Grand Duchy -of
Luxemburg, duly empowered by its Oo«dabmwmbﬁ. has this
eighth day of December, 1949, signed the 00.5405&05
established by the Diplomatic Conference of Geneva relative
to the Treatment of Prisoners of War, with the reservaiton :

“that its existing national law shall continue to be

2

applied to cases now under consideration.’

NEW ZEALAND

Mr. George Robert LAKING, Counsellor to the New

Zealand Embassy in Washington, made the following
declaration : .

“In signing the four Conventions established by the
Diplomatic Conference at Geneva 1949, the New Zealand
Government desire me to state that as there has been
insufficient opportunity to study the reservations made on
behalf of other States, the Government for the present

reserve their views in regard to such reservations.

(i - )
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Netherlands in Switzerland,

CERECY

“In sighing the Conventi6ii relating {6 fhe protection of
civilian persons in time of war, the New Zealand Govern-
ment desire me to make the following reservations:

(1) “New Zealand reserves the right to impose the
death penalty in accordance with the provisions of Article
68, paragraph 2, without regard to whether the offences
referred to therein are punishable by death under the law
of the occupied territory at the time the occupation begins ;

(2) “In view of the fact that the General Assembly
of the United Nations, having approved the principles
established by the Charter and judgment of the Nuremberg
Tribunal, has directed the International Law Commission
to include these principles in a General codification of
offences against the peace and security of mankind, New
Zealand reserves the right to take such action as may be
necessary to ensure that such offences are punished,
notwithstanding the provisions of Article 70, paragraph 1.”

'NETHERLANDS

Myr. BOSCH, Chevalier VAN ROSENTHAL, Miaister of the
made the following declara-

“My Government has instructed me to sign the four
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Conventions established at the Diplomatic Conference held
at Geneva from April 21 to August 12, 1949, but my

- Government wishes to make the following reservation
regarding the Convention relative to the Protection of
Civilian Persons in Time of War, which reservation reads
as follows :

“The Kingdom of the Netherlands reserves the right to
impose the death. penalty in accordance with the provisions
of Article 68, paragraph 2, without regard to whether the
offences referred to therein are punishable by death under
the law of the cccupied territory at the time the occupation
begins. ”

POLAND

Mr. PRZYBOS, Polish Minister in Switzerland, made the
following reservations concerning the four Geneva Conven-
tions :

(1) “On signing the Geneva Convention for - the
Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded and Sick in
Armed Forces in the Field, I declare that the Government
of the Polish Republic adheres to the said Convention, with
a reservation in respect of article 10.

“The Government of the Polish Republic - will' not

(K - EH)
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consider as legal a request by the Detaining Power that - a
neutral State or an international organization or.a humani-
tarian organization should undertake the functions
performed under the present Convention by the Protecting
Powers, on behalf of the wounded and sick, or medical
personnel and chaplains, unless the Government whose
nationals they are has given its consent.”

(2) “On mmmn_mm@ the Geneva Convention for the

.Amelioration of the Condition of Wounded, Sick and

Shipwrecked Members of Armed Forces at Sea, I declare
that the Government of the Polish Republic adheres to the
said Convention, with a reservation in respect of Article 10.

“The Government of the Polish Republic will not
consider as legal a request by the Detaihing Power that a
neutral State or an international organization or 2 humani-
tarian organization should undertake the functions
performed under the present Convention by the Protecting
Powers, on behalf of the wounded, sick and shipwrecked,

or medical personnel and chaplains, unless the Government

whose nationals they are has given its consent.”

(3) “On signing the Geneva Convention relative to the

Treatment of Prisoners of War, Ideclare that the Govern- -

ment of the Polish Republic adheres to the said Convention,

HER~ HIE~11H
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with reservations in respect of Articles 10, 12 and 85.
“In regard to Article 10, the Government of the Polish-
Republic will not consider as legal a request by the

. Detaining Power that a neutral State or an international

organization or a humanitarian organization should undertake
the functions performed under the present Convention by
the Protecting Powers, on behalf of prisoners of war,
unless the Government whose nationals they are has given
its consent. ” .

“In regard to Article 12, the Government of the Polish
Republic will not consider it legal for a Power, which
effects a transfer of prisoners of war, to be freed from its
responsibility for applying the Convention. even for the
time during which such prisoners of war are in the custody of
the Power accepting them.”

“In regard to Article 85, the Government of the Polish
Republic will not consider it  legal for prisoners of war
convicted of war crimes and crimes against humanity in
accordance with the principles set forth at the time of the
Nuremberg trials, to continue to enjoy protection under
the present Convention, it being understood that prisoners
of war convicted of such crimes must be subject to the
regulations for the execution of punishments, in force in

(M - =)
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the State concerned. ”

{(4) “On signing the Geneva Convention relative to
the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, I declare
that the Government of the Polish Republic adheres to the
said Convention, with reservations in respect of Articles 11
and 45. .

“In regard to Article 11, the Government of the Polish
Republic will not consider as legal a request by the Detain-
ing Power that a neutral State or an international
organization or a humanitarian organization should
undertake the functions performed under the present
Convention by the Protecting Powers, on tehalf of
protected persons, unless the Government whose nationals
they are has given its consent.”

“In regard to Article 45, the Government of the Polish
Republic will not consider it legal for a Power, which
effects a transfer of protected persons, to be freed from its
responsibility for applying the Convention, even for the
time during which such protected persons are in the custody
of the Power accepting them.”

PORTUGAL
Mr. Gongalo CALDEIRA COELHO, Chargé d’Affaires of
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