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RESERVATIONS
MADE AT THE TIME OF
SIGNATURE OF
THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS
FOR THE PROTECTION
OF WAR VICTIMS OF
AUGUST 12,1949

PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA
Mr. MALO, Tirst Secretary to the Albanian Legation in
Paris:
(1) Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of
the Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces in the Field.
Article 10:*The People’s Republic of Albania will not
recognize a request by a Detaining Power to 2 humanitarian
organization or to a neutral State to take the place of a Pro-
tecting Power, as being in order, unless the Power of which
the protected persons are nationals has given its consent. ”
(2) Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of
Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked Members of Armed Forces
at Sea.
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Article 10: ““The People’s Republic of Albania will not
recognize a request by a Detaining Power to 2 humanitarian
organization or to a neutral State to take the place of a
Protecting Power, as being in order, unless the Power of
which the protected persons are nationals has given its
consent. ”

(3) Convention relative to the ‘Treatment of Prisoners

of War.

. Article 10: “The People’s Republic of Albania will not
recognize a request by a Detaining Power to a humanitarian
organization or to a neutral State to take the place of a
Protecting Power, as being in order, unless the Power of
which the prisoners of war are nationals has given its
consent. ”

Article 12: “The People’s Republic of Albania considers
that in the case of prisoners of war being transferred to
another Power by the Detaining Power, the responsibility
for the application of the Convention to such prisoners of
war will continue to rest with the Power which captured
them. ”

. Article 85: “The People’s Republic of Albania considers
that persons convicted under the law of the Detaining

Power, in accordance with the principles of the Nuremberg
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trial, of war crimes and crimes against humanity, must be
treated in the same manner as persons convicted in the
country in question. Albania does not, therefore, consider
herself bound by Article 85 so far as the category of persons
mentioned in the present reservation is concerned.”
(4) Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian
Persons in Time of War.

Article 11: “The Feople’s Republic of Alpania will not
recognize a request by a Detaining Power to a humanitarian
organization or to a neutral State to take the place of a
Protecting Power, as being in order, unless the Power of
which the protected persons are mnationals has given its
consent. ”

Article 45: “The People’s Republic of Albania considers
that in the case of protected persons teing transferred to
another Power by the Detaining Power,the responsibility
for the application of the Comvention to such protected
persons will continue to rest with the Detaining Power. ”

ARGENTINA

-Mr. SPERONI, First Secretary to the Argentine Legation

» .VWZU_A,%MC O SV KORERNERO L in Perne, made the following reservation to the four Geneva
: Conventions:
m%%w%mmmmm#aﬁnﬁm+n¢xﬁ+_Hmyiiuf%%m@%% TR~
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“The Argentine Government has followed the work of
the Conference with interest and the Argentine Delegation
has taken part in it with pleasure. The task was a difficult
one, but as our President said at the closing meeting,
we have succeeded.

“Argentina, Gentlemen, has always ﬂww@b a leading
place among many other nations on the questions which
have formed the subject of our discussions. I shall, there-
fore, sign the four Conventions in the name of my Govern-
ment and subject to ratification, with the reservation that
Article 3, common to all four Conventions, shall be the
only Article, to the exclusion of all others, which shall be
applicable in the omwm of armed conflicts not of an inter-
national character. I shall likewise sign the Convention
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons with a reser-

vation in respect of Article 68.”

BYELORUSSIAN SCVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLIC

Mr. KOUTEINIKCV, Head of the Delegation of the
Byelorussian Soviast Socialist Republic:

(1) On signing the Convention for the Amelioration of
the Condition of the Woundedand Sick in Armed Forcesin
the Tield, the Government of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist

(&K - =D
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Republic makes the following reservation:

Asrticle 10: “The Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic
will not recognize the validity of requests by the Detaining
Power to a neutral State or to a humanitarian organization,
to undertake the functions performed by a Protect-
"ing Power, unless the consent of the Government of the
country of which the protected persons are nationals has
been obtained.”

(2) On signing the Convention for the Amelioration of
the Condition of Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked Members
of Armed Forces at m_mm.. the Goverament of the Byelorussian
Soviet Socialist Republic makes the following reservation:

- Articie 10: “The Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic
will not recognize the validity of requests by the Detaining
Power to a neutral State or to a humanitarian organization,
to undertake the functions performed by a Protecting Power,
unless the consent of the Government of the country of
which the protected persons are nationals has been obtain-
ed.”

(3) On signing the Convention relative to the Treatment
of Prisoners of War, the Government of the Byelorussian
Soviet Socialist Republic makes the following reservations:

Article 10: “The Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic

NIERE QR :ihzzzixi



TN

H

N

SEHENORSURAOLRITE +RELmE11mO S 4 %~ jEKE Q Bl ) j
MATO WIEQ R L REE HEA~HITHN K

ZHE ERCHERIMOHOHEOREISIAQ
LG EvE BREAREFNEN 2<THEEEN
7OV BRKEE R Lo HB N maul e NR
BRI RS20 VR L L°

R JYUIRD STa Ak o N T H -~ HE AR
HEEY SEAREBRY2CHE N RN L v
2R COEEMHLLK K LARNY KOO NT
OV 505 MNEREERVROQN N R0
QWEQEE Y O 5 WK H N R A0 5200 1) AU
ERL-2Q NI K 50

R YR dIr AR o - ND T A
MR RE 2 S DB XD <Y R QRO
R —=ANY AANBETORRNE L RERC
MEeNH L VB OEXK YL HEBRNER O UK
R4 ¢ B R EN v IRE T2 Q v
Wit 50 WOBHEE VROQRH S H L MIrE:
O KWL LML MR R M 2 S VEROFRN
R 20 e M IR 40 R e W B H o R L0 S
AP REAU R0 R O aRR°

SR 1) S0 Ao rQ X I Q KR 1) BR 4 rQ K © BIST A 5T
o MaAah AR Y FHRKZE R

will not recognize the validity of requests by the Detaining
Power to a neutral State or to a humanitarian organization,
to undertake the functions performed by a Protecting Power,
unless the consent of the Government of the country of which
thé prisoners of war are nationals has been obtained.”

Articlel2 : “The Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic
does not consider as valid the freeing of a Detaining Power,
which has transferred prisoners of war to another Power,
from responsibility for the application of the Convention
to such prisoners mm war while the latter are in the custody
of the Power accepting them.”

Article 85: “The Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic
does not consider itself bound by the obligation, which
follows from Article 85, to extend the application of the
Convention to ‘prisoners of war who have been convicted
under the law of the Detaining Power, in accordance with
the principles of the Nuremberg trial, for war crimes and
crimes against humanity, it being understood that persons
convicted of such crimes must be subject to the conditions
obtaining in the country in question for those who undergo
their punishment. ”

(4) On signing the Convention relative to the Protection
of Civilian Persons in Time of War, the Govrenment of the

(¥ - ZHH)
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Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic feels called upon to
make the following declaration:

“Althcugh the present Convention does not cover the
civilian population in territory not occupied by the enemy
and does not, therefore, completely meet humanitarian re-
quirements, the Byelorussian Delegation, recognizing that
the said Convention makes satisfactory provision for the
protection of the civilian population in occupied territory
and in certain other cases, declares that it is authorized
by the Government of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic to sign the present Convention with the following
reservations:

Article 11: “The Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic
will not recognize the validity of requests by the Detaining -
Power to a neutral State or to a humanitarian organization,
to undertake the functions performed by a Protecting Power,
unless the consent of the Government of the country of
which the protected person are nationals has been obtainad.

Article 45: “The Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic
will not consider as valid the freeing of a Detaining Power,
which has transferred protected persons to another Power,
from responsibility for the application of the Convention to
the persons transferred, while the latter are in the custody

~RIRKZCEN s A
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Mr. PINTO DA ESILVA, Consul-General of
Geneva, made the following reservations to the Geneva Con-

Brazil at

vention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time
of War:

“On signing the Convention relative to the Protection of
Civilian Persons in Time of War, Brazil wishes to make two
express reservations—in regard to Article 44, because it is
liable to hamper the action of the Detaining Power, and in
regard to Article 46, because the matter cealt with in its
cecond paragraph is outside the scope of the Convention,
the essential and specific purpose of which is the protection
of persons and not of their property.”

BULGARIAN PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC

Mr. Kosta B. SVETLOV, Bulgarian Minister in Switzer-
Jand, made the following declaration-

“In my capacity as representative of the Government
of the Bulgarian People’s Republic, I have the pleasant duty
of expressing here its satisfaction at having been able to take
part in drawing up a humanitarian instrument of the highest

(& - EH)
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international importance—a group of conventions for the
protection of war victims.

“Nevertheless, my wish is that there shall be no need
to apply 9@8“ that is to say, that we may exert every
effort to prevent a new war, so that there may be no
victims to be helped in accordance with the provisions of
a convention. .
first of all, express my Government’s deep

regret that the majority of the Diplomatic Conference did

“I must,

not accept the Soviet Delegation’s proposal for the un-
conditional banning of atomic weapons and other weapons
for the mass extermination of the population.”

Therefore, on signing the Conventions, the Government

of the Bulgarian People’s Republic makes the following reserva-
tions, which constitute an integral part of the Conventions:

(1) Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian

Persons in Time of War of August 12th, 1949.

Cn signing the present Convention, the Government of

the Bulgarian People’s Republic makes the following reserva-

tions, which constitute an integral part of the Convention:

With regard to Article 11 :
Republic will not recognize a3 valid the action of a Detain-

“The Bulgarian People’s

ing Power of civilian persons in time of war, in approach-
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ing a neutral Power or a humanitarian organization with
a view to entrusting it with the protection of such persons
without the consent of the Government of the country of
which the latter are nationals. ”

With regard to Article 45: “The Bulgarian People’s
Republic will not consider the Detaining Power of civilian
-persons in time of war, which has transferred such persons
to another Power which has agreed to accept them, as being
freed from responsibility for applying the provisions of the
Convention to such persons during the time that they are
detained by the other Power.”

(2) Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of
Wounded, sick and Shipwrecked Members of Armed Forces
at Sea of August 12th, 1949. ‘

On signing the present Convention, the Government of
the Bulgarian People’s Republic makes the following reservation
which constitutes an integral part of the Convention :

With regard to Article 10 : “The Bulgarian People’s
Republic will not recognize as valid the action of a Detaining
Power of wounded, sick and shipwrecked persons or of
medical personnel of armed forces at sea, in approaching a
neutral Power or a humanitarian organization, with a view

to entrusting it with the protection of such persons without
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the consent of the Government of the country of which
the latter are nationals.”

(3) Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisoners
of War of August 12th, 1949.

On signing the present Convention, the Government cf the
Bulgarian People’s Republic makes the following reservations,
which constitute an integral part of the Convention:

With regard to Article 10: “The Bulgarian People’s
Republic will not recognize as valid the action of a Detain-
ing Power of prisoners of war, in approaching a neutral
Power or a humanitarian organization with a view to entrust-
ing it with the protection of such persons without the
consent of the Government of the country of which the
latter are nationals.”

With regard to Article 12 : “The Bulgarian People’s
Republic will not consider the Detaining Power of prisoners
of war, which has transferred such rpersons to another
Power which has agreed to accept them, as being freed
from responsibility for applying the provisions of the Con-
vention to such persons during the time that they are detained
by the other Power.”

With regard to Article 85 : “The Bulgarian People’s
Fepublic does not consider itself tound to extend the appli-
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of war oobﬁ.ﬁo@ under the law of the Detaining Power
and in accordance with the principles of the Nuremberg
trial, of war crimes or crimes against humanity which they
committed before bteing taken prisoner, Ltecause those thus
convicted must be subject to the regulations of the country
in which they have to serve their sentence.”

(4) Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of
the- Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces in the Field of August
12th, 1949. .

On signing the present Convention, the Government of the
Bulgarian People’s Republic makes the following reservation,
which constitues an integral part of the Convention. .

With regard to Article 10: “The Bulgarian People’s
Republic will not recognize as valid the action of a Detain-
ing Power of wounded and sick persons or of medical
personnel in armed forces in the field, in approaching a
neutral Power or a humanitarian organization with a view
to entrusting it with the protection of such persons without
the consent of the Government of the country of which the
latter are nationals.”

CANADA

Mr. WERSHOF, Counsellor, Office of the High Commis-
(H - =)
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sioner for Canada in London, made the following reservation
to the Geneva Convention for the Protection of Civilian Per-
sons in Time of War:

“Canada reserves the right to impose the death penalty
in accordance with the provisions of Article 68, paragraph
9, without regard to whether the offences referred to
therein are punishable by death under the law of the occupied

b4

territory at the time the occupation begins.’
SPAIN

Mr. CALDERON Y MARTIN, Spanish Minister in
Switzerland, made the following reservation to the Geneva
Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War,
the text of the reservation being submitted in the Spanish,
French and English languages :

A “In matters regarding procedural guarantees and penal
and disciplinary sanctions, Spain will grant prisoners of
war the same treatment as is provided by her legislation
for members of her own national forces.

“Under International Law in force (Article 99) Spain
understands she only accepts that which arises from con-
tractual sources or which has been prcviously elaborated by

»

organizations in which she participates.
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