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CONVENTION ON THE STAMP
LAWS IN CONNECTION WITH

CHEQUES.

Signed at Geneva, March 19, 1931
Entered into force, November 29, 1933

Signed, March 19, 1931

Ratified, July 18, 1933

Instrument of ratification deposited, August 25,
1933

Entered into force, November 29, 1933

Promulgated, December 26, 1933

‘TeE PRrESIDENT OF THE GERMAN RrerceE ; THE FEDERAL
PresiDENT OF THE AvusTRIAN RepupLic ; His MaJjesty THE
King oF THE BeLeians; His Masesty taE King oF GREaT
BrrraiN, IRELAND AND THE BriTisg Dowminions Bevonp THE
Seas, EMPEROR OF InpIA ; His Masesty THE King oF Denw-
MARK AND ICELAND; THE PRESIDENT OF THE PorisH RepuBLIC,

ror THE KFREE Crry oF Dawnzic; tHe PresipENT oF THE RE-
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rusLIc OF Ecuapor ; His Masesty tHE KING OF SPaIN; THE
PrESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF FINLAND; THE PRESIDENT
or THE Frexca REpusLic; THE PReSiDNT OF THE HELLENIC
RepusLic; His Serene Hicuness THE Regent ofF TE Kin-
opoM OF Huxgary; His MaJsesty THE King oF IravLy;
His Magesty tHE EmPEROR OF JaPaN; Her Rovarn Hica-
nEss THE Granp DucHess oF LUXEMBURG ; THE PRESIDENT OF
tHE UnNiTep Srates or Mgexwo; His Serene  Hicuness
THE PrincE oF Mowaco ; His Masesry e Kine oF Norway;
Her Masesty 18 QUEEN OF THE NETHERLANDS; THE PRESI-
DENT OF THE PoLise RepusLic; THE PRESIDENT oF THE PORTU-
curse Repusnic; His Magesty tHE King oF RouMaxia; His
Masesty HE Kine oF Swepex ; tiE Swiss FEpErAL Counciy;
rie Prestpent oF TiE CzromosLovak RepuBLic; THE PREsI-
DENT OF THE Turkisa Repusnic; His Masesty reE KING OF

YuGosLAVIA,

Being desirous of settling certain problems con-
cerning the stamp laws in their relatinos with cheques,
have appointed as their plenipotentiaries the follow-
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ing :
The President of the German Reich:
M. Leo Quassowski, Ministerial Counsellor in the
Reich Ministry of Justice;
Dr. Erich Ausrecur, Counsellor of Legation in the
Reich Ministry for Foreign Affairs ;
Dr. Erwin Pirtzonp, ¢ Landgerichtsrat ” at the Court

of Schweidnitz.
The Federal President of the \5&3&: Republic :

Dr. Guido StroseLe, Ministerial Counsellor in

the Federal Ministry of Justice.
His Majesty the King of the Belgians .
M. J. pE va VawrLie Poussin, Honorary Secretary-

General of the Ministry of Science and Arts.

His Muajesty the King of Great Britain, Iveland and
the British Dominions Beyond the Seas, Emperor
of India:

For Great Britain and Northern Ireland and all
parts of the British Empire which are not se-
parate Members of the League of Nations:

Professor H. C. Gurrerince, K. C., Professor of

Commercial and Industrial Law and Dean of

the Faculty of Laws in the University of Lon-
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don.
His Majesty the King of Denmark and Iceland :
M. Axel HgzvrpEr,
Ministry of Commerce and Industry;

Ministerial Counsellor in the

M. Valdemar Eisrvep, General Manager of the
“Privatbanken *’, Copenhagen.

The President of the Polish Republic, for the Free Citly
of Danzig :

M. Jézef Svexowski, Professor at the University of
Poznan, Member of the Polish Codification
Commission.

The President of the Republic of Ecuador:
Dr. Alejandro GasteLo, Consul at Geneva.

His Majesty the King of Spain :
Professor Francisco Bernis, Secretary-General of
the *‘ Consejo Superior Bancario .
The President of the Republic of Finland :
M. Filip GronwaLL, Counsellor of State, Mesnber of
the High Administrative Court.
The President of the Fyench Republic:
M. Louis Jean Percerou, Professor in the Fasuity

of Law of the University of Paris.
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The President of the Hellenic Republic :

M. R. RaruatL, Permanent Delegate accredited to
the League of Nations;

M. A. Conrtoumas, First Secretary of the Perma-
nent Delegation accredited to the League of
Nations.

His Serene Highness the Regent of the Kingdom of Hun-
gary: -

M.Jean PeLényi, Resident Minister, Head of the Royal
Delegation accredited to the League of Nations.

His Muajesty the King of Italy:

M. Amedeo GianniNi, Counsellor of State,

Class Minister Plenipotentiary ;

First-

M. Giovanni ZarraLi, Barrister-at-Law, Head of
Section in the Ministry of Finance.
His Majesty the Emperor of Japan :
M. Nobutaro Kawasnima, Envoy Extraordinary and
Minister Plenipotentiary to the President of
the Hellenic Republic ; .
M. Ukitsu Tanaka, Judge at the Supreme Court of
Japan.
Her Royal Highness the Grand Duchess of Luxemburg:

E



LR Ik N EEHD B AR

ﬁyfpb‘ﬁlwxlw_
M.J).&\/ﬂ; Am.mm/ Tﬁnr
g ) tu/%%%

:r,ylr__\z R~ o AR

TwAn ) BEZE-

Iy ok =) B ERS

T NN~ H =" N3]
$0 R I e Bl
IRE AR FE I -H
PNt =" Ke® =N £R>H¥—]

R O e S

M4 —

I

B Ing — i M) KEREER HEHR

[ e <8 ~" IXIKRK]

IR R

N> KEBKER
[ —n >3] EE EEROE R %
AN KEER (MY KRB NKd—]

AR KEBKEE

R NERERERRD T R ~R)
BICEE HEKEBEY =X%>) KBE
WO R7 DFR RE~D” B P AR

| {RE
M. Charles VerMaIrg, Consul at Geneva.
The President of the United States of Mexico:
M. Antonio Casrro-LeaL, Observer accredited to the
League of Nations.
His Serene Highness the Prince of Monaco :

M. Conrad E. Hewsrtsc, Consul-General of the
Principality at Geneva.
His Majesty the King of Norway :
M. C. Stub Houmeoe, Advocate at the Supreme

Court.
Her Magjesty the Queen of the Netherlands :

Dr. J. Kosrers, Counsellor at the High Court of
Justice, Former Professor at the University of
Groningen.

The President of the Polish Republic:

M. Jézef Surkowski, Professor at the University
of Poznan, Member of the Polish Codification
Commission.

The President of the Portuguese Republic :
Rector of the Uni-

versity of Lisbon, Professor in the Faculty of

Dr. José CaEiro Do MATTA,

Law, Director of the Bank of Portugal, Deputy
Judge at the Permanent Court of International
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Justice.
His Majesty the King of Rowmania :

M. Constantin Axrtoniape, Envoy Extraordinary
and Minister Plenipotentiary accredited to the
League of Nations.

His Majesty the King of Sweden :

Baron Erik Teodor Marks vox WURTEMBERG, Presid-
ent of the Stockholm Court of Appeal,
former Minister for Foreign Affairs;

M. L. Birger ExeBerg, Former Minister of Jus-
tice, President of the Civil Ilegislation Com-
mission, Former Counsellor of the Supreme
Court;

M. Knut Danisere, Former Minister of Agricul-

ture, Director of the Association of Swedish
Banks.
The Swiss Federal Council :
Dr. Max Viscuer, Barrister-at-Law and Notary,
First Secretary of the Swiss Bankers’ Associa-
tion at Basle.
Dr. O. Hurrreceer, First Secretary to the Board
of the Swiss Commercial and Industrial Union
at Zurich. _
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The President of the Czechoslovak Republic -

Dr. Karel Hrrmann-Oravsky, the

University of Prague, President of the Codifi-

Professor at

cation Commission for Commercial Law in the
Ministry of Justice.
The President of the Turkish Republic :

Ceman Husnt Bey, Envoy Extraordinary and Minis-
ter Plenipotentiary to the Swiss Federal Coun-
cil, Former Minister of Public Instruction.

His Majesty the King of Yugoslavia :
M. 1. Cmoumexkovircd, Minister Plenipotentiary,
Permanent Delegate accredited to the League

of Nations.

Who, having communicated their full powers, found in
good and due form, have agreed upon the following

provisions :
Article 1.

If their laws do not already make provisicn to this
effect, the High Contracting Parties undertake to alter
their laws in all the territories placed under their so-
vereignty or authority to which the present Conven-
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tion is applicable, so that the validity of obligations
arising out of a cheque or the exercise of the rights
that flow therefrom shall not be subordinated to the
observance of the provisions concerning the stamp.
Nevertheless, the High Contracting Parties may
suspend the exercise of these rights until payment of
the stamp duties they prescribe or of any penalties in-
curred. They may also decide that the quality and ef-
fects of an instrument *‘ immediately executory >’ which
according to their legislation may be attributed to a
cheque, shall be subject to the condition that the
stamp law has, from the issue of the instrument, been
duly complied with in accordance with their laws.

Article 2.

The present Convention, the French and English
texts of which shall be equally authentic, shall bear
this day’s date.

It may be signed thereafter until July 15th, 1931,
on behalf of any Member of the League of Nations or
non-member State.
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Avrticle 3.

The present Convention shall be ratified.

The instruments of ratification shall be deposited
before September 1st, 1933, with the Secretary-Gene-
ral of the League of Nations, who shall forthwith no-
tify receipt thereof to all the Members of the League
of Nations and to the non-member States on whose be-
half the present Convention has been signed or acceded
to.

Article 4.

As from July 16th, 1931, any Member of the Le-
ague of Nations and any non-immember State may accede
thereto.

Such accession shall be effectedl by a notification
to the Secretary-General of the ILeague of Nations,
such notification to be deposited in the archives of the
Secretariat.

The Secretary-General shall notify such deposit
forthwith to all the Members of the League of Na-
tions and to the non-member States on whose behalf
the present Convention has been signed or acceded

(11T - %)
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JArticle 5.

The present Convention shall not come into force
until it has been ratified or acceded to on behalf of
seven Members of the League of Nations or non-mem-
ber States, which shall include three of the Members
of the League permanently represented on the Coun-
cil.

The date of entry into force shall be the ninetieth
day following the receipt by the Secretary-General of
the League of Nations of the seventh ratification or
accession in accordance with the first paragraph of the
present Article.

The Secretary-General of the League of Nations,
when making the notification provided for in Articles
3 and 4, shall state in particular that the ratifications
or accessions referred to in the first paragraph of the
present Article have been received.

Article 6.

Every ratification or accession effected after the
entry into force of the Convention in accordance with

| KRR
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Article 5 shall take effect on the ninetieth day follow-

ing the date of receipt thereof by the Secretary-
General of the League of Nations.

Article 7.

The present Convention may not be denounced
before the expiry of two years from the date on which
it has entered into force in respect of that Member of
the League or non-memter State; such denunciation
shall take effect as from the ninetieth day following the
receipt by the Secretary-General of the notification
addressed to him.

Every denunciation shall be immediately communi-
cated by the Secretary-General of the League of Na-
tions to all the Members of the League of Nations and
to the non-member States on whose behalf the present
Convention has been signed or acceded to.

Each denunciation shall take effect only as regards
the Member of the League of Nations or the non-mem-
ber State, on whose behalf it has been made.

Avrticle S.
Every Member of the League of Nations and every

@111 - 3#K)
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non-member State in respect of which the present Con-
vention is in force may forward tc the Secretary-Gen-
eral of the ILeague of Nations, after the expiry of the
fourth year following the entry into force of the Con-
vention, a request for the revision of some or all of
the provisions of that Convention.

If such request, after being communicated to the
other Members or non-member States between whom
the Convention is at that time in force, is supported
within one year by at least six of them, the Council
of the League of Nations shall decide whether a Con-
ference shall be convened for the purpose.

Azrticle 9.

Any High Contracting Party may, at the time of
signature, ratification or accession, declare that, in ac-
cepting the present Convention, he does not assume
any obligations in respect of all or any of his colonies,
protectorates or territories under suzerainty or man-
date; and the present Convention shall not apply to
any territories named in such declaration.

Any High Contracting Party may give notice to the
Secretary-General of the League of Nations at any

[ +O|
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time subsequently that he desires that the Convention
shall apply to all or any of his territories which have
been made the subject of a declaration under the pre-
ceding paragraph, and the Convention shall apply to
all the territories named in such notice ninety days
after its receipt by the Secretary-General of the l.eague
of Nations.

Any High Contracting Party may at any time de-
clare that he desires that the present Convention shall
cease to apply to all or any of his colonies, protectorates
or territories under suzerainty or mandate and the
Convention shall cease to apply to the territories
named in such declaration one year after its receipt
by the Secretary-General of the League of Nations.

Article 10.

The present Convention shall be registered by the
Secretary-General of the League of Nations as soon as
it comes into force.

INn FarTH wuereor the above-mentioned Plenipoten-
tiaries have signed the present Convention.

Dove at Geneva, the nineteenth day of Maucl

one thousand nine hundred and thirty-one, in a single

@111 - 34Q)
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copy, which shall be deposited in the archives of the
Secretariat of the League of Nations, and of which au-
thenticated copies shall be delivered to all Members of
the League of Nations and non-member States repre-
sented at the Conference.
GERMANY '
L. Quassowskl
Dr. AuBrecHT
Erwin PitzoLp
AUSTRIA
Dr. Guido STROBELE
BELGIUM
DE LA Varnte PouNssiy
GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND
and all parts of the British Empire which are not
separate Members of the League of Nations.
H. C. GurTErIDGE
DENMARK
HEevrer
V. EicrveD

FREE CITY OF DANZIG

Jézef Surxowski.
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ECUADOR

Alex GASTELG
SPAIN

Francisco BErnis
FINLAND

F. GroNwaALL
FRANCE

J. Percerou
GREECE

R. Raruatu

A. Coxrtoumas
HUNGARY

PeLtNyI
ITALY

Amedeo GianyIng

Giovanni ZappaLA
JAPAN

N. KawasHIMA,

Ukitsu Tanaka.
LUXEMBURG

Ch. G. VERMAIRE
MEXICO

Antonio Casrro-LraL
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