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CONVENTION FOR THE SETTLE-
MENT OF CERTAIN CONFLICTS
OF LAWS IN CONNECTION
WITH CHEQUES.

Signed at Geneva, March 19, 1031
Enlered into force, January 1, 193¢

Signed, March 19, 1931

Ratified, July 18, 1933

Instrument of ratification deposited, August 25,
79338

Promulgated, December 26, 1933

Entered into force, January I, 1934

THe Rrestoent oF THE GerMax RercH ; tHe FEDERAL
PrESIDENT OF ThE AUsTRIAN Rupusric ; His Masesty mar King
or THE Brercians; Hrs Masesty e King or DENMARK AND
ToELAND ; THE Presioent or THE Forisg RepueLic, TOrR THE
Free City oF Danzic; THE PRESIDENT OF TnE REPUBLIC OF
Ecuapor ; His MaJsesty THE King oF SPAIN; tae PRESIDENT
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OF THE REPUBLIC OF FINLAND; Tur PRESIDENT OF THE FRENCI
Repusric; tHE Presipent or moe Hepuenie Reerusuic; Bis
Crrene Hicuness T™ME Recent or tur Kivebom oFr Hungary:
His Masesty tRE KING OF IraLy; His Masesty mus FMPEROR
oF Jaran; Her Rovar Hieeness Tre Granp DyUcuess oF
LuxempurG ; THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED StaTis oF Mrxt
co; His Serrve Hicuness rtue Prmvck oF Mowaco: Fis
Maresry mHE King oF Norway; FPrr MaJsesry Tiw QUEEN
or THE NETHERLANDS ; THE PRrESIDENT OF THE FoLis REPUBLIC:
THE PresipENT OF THE Portucunse Krpusnic; His Masesry
rine King oF Roumawnia ; Fis Madesry vur King oF S webey;
e Swiss Froreral Councin; mue FPRESIDENT OF THE O ZECHO
sLovaX REPUBLIC ; THE PrESIDERT oF THE TURKISH REPUBLIC;
His Masesty THE Kmic oF YUGOSLAVIA,

Being desirous of adopting rules to settle certain
conflicts of laws in connection with cheques, have ap-
pointed as their Plenipotentiaries the following:

The President of the German Reich:
M. Leo Quassowskr, Ministerial Counsellor in the

(i1 - 34
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Reich Ministry of Justice;
D: RErich Auszecut, Counsellor of Legation in the
Reiche Ministry for Foreign Affairs;
Dr. Erwin Prrvoup, ¢ Landgerichtsrat’’ at the Court
of Schweidnitz. .
The Federal President of the Austrian Republic:
Dr. Guido SrroseLe, Ministerial Counsellor in the
Federal Ministry of Justice, )
His Majesty the King of the Belgians:
M. J. pE ra Vaunte Poussix, Honorary Secietary-
General of the Ministry of Science and Arts.

His Mugajesty the King of Demmark and Iceland:

M. Asxel Heurer, Ministerial Counsellor in the
Ministry of Commerce and Indusrty;

M. Valdemar Eictvep, General Manager of the
« Privatbanken ”, Oo,@wbwmmms.

The President of the Polish Republic, for the Free City

of Danzig: .

M. Jézef Surxowskr, Professor at the University
of Poznah, Member of the Polish Codification
Commission.

The President o} the Republic of Ecudor:

| 4l
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Dr. Alejandro Gasrer(s, Consul at Geneva.
His Majesty the King of Spain:

Professor Francisco Brrnrs, Secretary-General of

the ¢ Consejo Superior Bancario*’,
The President of the Republic of Finland:

M. Filip Gronwarn, Counsellor of State, Member

of the High Administrative Court.
The President of the French Republic :

M. Louis Jean Percerou, Professor in the Faculty

of Law of the University of Paris.
The President of the Hellenic Republic

M. R. Raruaky, Permanent Delegate accredited to
the League of Nations;

M. A. Cowxroumas, First Secretary of the Perma-
nent Delegation accredited to the League of Na-
tions.

His Serene Highness the Regent of the Kingdom of

Hungary :

M. Jean Prrényr, Resident Minister, Head of the
Royal Delegation accredited to the League of
Nations.

His Majesty the King of Italy:
M. Amedeo Grannmy,

Counsellor of State, First.

i1 - 80
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Class Minister Plenipotentiary;

M. Giovanni Zarpana, Barrister-at-Law, Head of

Section in the Ministry of Finance.
His Majesty the Emperor of Jopan:

M. Nobutare Kawasaima, Envoy Extraordinary and
Minister Plenipotentiary to the President of the
Hellenic wo?.pd:on

M. Ukitsu Tanaxa, Judge at the Supreme Court of
Japan.

Her Royal Highness the Grand Duchess of Luxemburg:

M. Charles Vermaire, Consul at Geneva.

The President of the United States of Mexico:

M. Antonio Casrro-Lean, Observer accredited to the
League of Nations,

His Serene Highmness the Prince of Monaco:

M. Coprad E. Hexrsor, Consul-General of the
Principality at Geneva.

His Majesty the King of Norway:

M. C. Stub Hormeor,

Court.
Her Majesty the Queen of the Netherlands:

Dr. J. Kosrers, Counsellor at the High Court of

Justice, Former Professor at the University of

R

Advocate at the Supreme
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Groningen.
The President of the Polish Republic:

M. Jézef SuLrowsk:, Professor at the University
of Poznan, Member of the Polish Codification
Commisson,

The President oy the Portuguese Repubdlic : ,

Dr. José CaEro pa Marra, Rector of the Univer-
sity of Lisbon, _WH.Ommmmop. in the Faculty of Law,
Director of the Bank of Portugal and Deputy
Judge at the Permanent Court of International
Justice.

His Majesty the King of Rouwmania:

M. Constantin Axtorispe, Envoy Extraordinary and
Minister Plenipotentiary accredited to the League
of Nations.

His Majesty the King of .m.@mm@:.

Baron Erik Teodor Marxs voN WiRTEMBERG, President
of the Stockhelm Court of Appeal, former
Minister for Foreign Affairs;

M. L. Birger mwnmmmm. Former Minister of Justice,
President of the Civil Legislation Commission,
Former Counsellor ¢of the Supreme Court;

M. Knut Dawrpere, Former Minister of Agri-

E._




e e Sttt aU g

PR S IR E
B~ R BEZCEEmESR T
R 58 <
Thnb/..r»\ i “/b/X\ NT A NH 2]
Wl b == B L H #4n) ,.uwﬁﬁgﬁwﬂa R
ﬁF¢¥»\fl NRNKND R~

ﬁ%xyzzuﬁ7#7_@npkﬁﬁ
HAEE BRI B NN~ KB
ﬁﬁ
frea e RART (RPN o RERNKA
—
T=2n)] HEELKEE
BREKH BREERESHEEEHEUH
MH PR ad i %y
I VNN S = i Lo
AR N R RREL R
R R R A A S N

Qe BRI < 2~ SH BRI S N 16 D NIR BIR AR
SR BN R FEENEEK AEER

(11 - B
culture, Director of the Association of Swedish
Banks.

The Swiss Federal Council :

Dr. Max ViscHer, Barrister-at-Law and Notary,
First Secretary of the Swiss Bankers’ Association
at Basle.

Dr. O. Huvrreceer, First Secretary to the Board of
the Swiss Commercial and Industrial Union at
Zurich. _

The President of the Czechoslovak Republic:

Dr. Karel HermMarn-Oravsk¥, Professor at the Uni-
versity of Prague, President of the Codifica-
tion Commission for Commercial Law in the
Ministry of Justice.

The President of the Turkish Republic:

CemarL Hosnt Bey, Envoy Extraordinary and
Minister Plenipotentiary to the Swiss Federal
Council, Former Minister of Public Instruction.

His Muajesty the King of Yugoslavia : _

M. I. Croumeenkovitcr, Minister Plenipotentiary,
Permanent Delegate accredited to the League of
Nations.

Who, having communicated their full powers, found

| <HH
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in good and due form, have agreed upon the following
provisions :
Article 1.

The High Contracting Parties mutually undertake
to apply, for the settlement of the conflicts of laws
hereinafter mentioned, in connection with cheques,
the rules set out in the following Articles.

Article 2.

The capacity of a person to bind himself by a
cheque shall be determined by his national law. If
this ndtional law provides that the law of another
country is competent in the matter, this latter law
shall be applied.

A person who lacks capacity, according to the law
specified in the preceding paragraph, is nevertheless
bound if his signature has been given in any territory
in which, according to the law in force there, he
would have the requisite .nm@mox%.

Each of the High Contracting Parties may refuse
to recognise the validity of a contract by means of a

cheque entered into by omne of his nationals which

_would not be deemed valid in the territory of the

other High Contracting Parties otherwise than by

il ] - R
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means of the application of the preceding paragraph
of the present Article.

Avrticle 3.

The law of the country in which the cheque is
payable determines the persons on whom 2 cheque
may be drawn.

If, under this law, the instrument is not valid as
a cheque by reason of the person on whom it is drawn,
the obligations arising out of the signatures affixed
thereto in other countries whose laws provide other-
wise shall nevertheless be valid.

Article 4.

The form of any contract arising out of a cheque
is regulated by the laws of the territory in which the
contract has been signed. Nevertheless, it shall be
sufficient if the forms prescribed by the law of the
place of payment are observed.

If, however, the obligations entered into by means
of a cheque are not valid according to the provisions -
of the preceding paragraph, but are in conformity

with the laws of the territory in which a subsequent

| RHR
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mEXYHF N ANRE I e . the previous contracts are irregular in form shall not
invalidate the subsequent contract.

Each of the High Contracting Parties may prescribe
that comtracts by means of a cheque entered into z-
broad by one of his nationals shall be valid in respect
of another of his nationals in his territory, provided
that they are in the form laid down by the national

iaw.
R & Article &.
LREGHNESNENCERER A AFHENEK R The law of the country in whose territory the obli-
B~ HE LOER~HBRN g gations arising out of a cheque have been assumed

shall determine the effects of such obligations.

K ¥ Article ¢,
BRENCERE L | BRI i ZREG~KHEEN
HEE= NN RS

The limits of time for the exercise of rights of
recourse shall be determined for all signatories by the
law of the place where the instrument was created.

R RS Article 7.

LSRN KESNHE W~ BEN S The law of the country in which the cheque is
payable shall determine :

(@117 - 3IQ
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(1) Whether a cheque must necessarily be pay-
able at sight or whether it can be drawn payable
at a fixed period after sight, and also what the
effects are of the post-dating of a cheque;

(2) The limit of time for presentment ;

(3) Whether a cheque can be accepted, certified,
confirmed or visaed, and what the effects are re-
spectively of such acceptance, certification, confir-
mation or visa;

(4) Whether the holder may demand, and
whether he is bound to accept, partial payment:

{5) Whether a cheque can be crossed or marked
either with the words ‘ payable in account’ or
with some equivalent expression, and what the ef-
fects are of such crossing or of the words ‘“payable
in account” or any equivalent expression.

(6) Whether the holder has special rights to the
cover and what the nature is of these rights;

(7) Whether the drawer may countermand pay-
ment of a cheque or take proceedings to stop its
payment (oppposition);

(8) The measures to be taken in case of loss or
theft of a cheque;

KK
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9 ﬂvmﬁwwn a protest or any equivalent declara-
tion is necessary in order to preserve the right
of recourse against the endorsers, the drawer and

the other parties liable.

Azrticle 8.

The form of and the lmits of time for protest,
as well as the form of the other measures necessary
for the exercise or preservation of rights concerning
cheques, shall be regulated by the law of the country
in whose territory the protest must be drawn up or
the measures in question taken.

Article 4.

Each of the High Contracting Parties reserves the
right not to apply the principles of private international
law contained in the present Convention so far as
concerns :

(1) An obligation undertaken outside the terri-
tory of one of the High Comtracting Parties;
(2) Any law which may be applicable in accord-

ance with these principles and which is not a

law in force in the territory of any High Contract-

&1 [ - 8
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ing Party.
Articie 10.

In the territory of each of the High Contracting
Parties the provisions of the present Convention shall
not apply tec cheques already issued at the time of the
coming into force of the m:.owm.b» Convention.

Article 11.

The present Convention, the French and English
texts of which shall be equally authentic, shall bear
this day’s date.

It may be signed thereafter until July 15th, 1931,
on behalf of any Member of the League of Nations or
non-member State.

Article 12,

The present Convention shall be ratified.

The instruments of ratification shall be deposited
before September 1st, 1933, with the Secretary-General
of the League of Nations, who shall forthwith notify
receipt thereof to all the Members of the League of
Nations and to the non-member States on whose be-
half the present Convention has heen signed or acced-

}45n)
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ed to,

Article 13.

As from July 15th, 1931, any Member of the
League of Nations and any non-member State may
accede thereto.

Such accession shall be effected by a notification
to the Secretary-General of the League of Nations,
such notification to be deposited in the archives of
the Secretariat.

The Secretary-General shall notify such deposit
forthwith to all the Members of the League of Na-
tions and to the non-member States on whose behalf
the present Convention has been signed or acceded to.

Article 1.4,

The present Convention shall not come into force
until it has been ratified or moomm.ma to on behalf of
seven Members of the League of Nations or non-mem-
ber States, which shall include three of the Members
of the League permanently represented on the
Council.

The date of entry into force shall be the ninetieth

(RIT T - 3K)



M ABS
paj iR S|
FAMEISTE
EORITE]

AEdm R K ek A R REN R REHE
HLE<SRMEYNS /A EE e KD

&

MBI I KETRERNAD K AKER R G
R L B 4 BIESE R HIKRNNRKE S R T
NEEmm SN BERNERK AN

&K
v.lmnﬂm/%mm.ﬂvm%ﬁm@ﬁ %_“_EE ﬂ#%ﬁﬁﬁ 1! H..
7.5/qu5 :fm.}@ m?.%w;

SR E D RN BEENEK K AR &R

(111

day following the receipt c% the Secretary-General of
the League of Nations of the seventh ratification or
accession in accordance with the first paragraph of
the present Article.

The Secretary-General of the League of Nations,
when making the notification provided for in Articles
12 and 13, shall state in particular that the ratifi-
cations or accessions referred to in the first paragraph
of the present Article have been received.

Avrticle 15.

Every ratification or accession effected after the
entry into force of the Convention in accordance with
Article 14 shall take effect on the ninetieth day follow-

ing the date of receipt thereof by the Secretary-Gen-

eral of the League of Nations.

Article 16.

The present Convention may not be denounced
before the expiry of two years from the date on which
it has entered into force in respect of that Member
of the League or non-member State;such denuncia-
tion shall take effect as from the ninetieth day fol-

1 4KH
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lowing the receipt by the Secretary-General of the
notification addressed to him.

" Every denunciation shall be immediately communi-
cated be the Secretary-General of the League of
Nations to all the Members of the League of NMations
and to the non-member States on whose behalf the
present Convention has been signed or acceded to.

BEach denunciation shall take effect only as regards
the Member of the League of Nations or the mnon-
membker State, on whose behalf it has been made.

Ardicle 17.

Every Member of the League of Nations and every
non-member State in respect of which the present
Convention is in force, may forward to the Secretary-
General of the League of Nations, after the expiry
of the fourth year following the entry into force of
the Convention, a request for the revision of some or
all of the provisions of that Convention.

If such H.m@sm.mn. after being communicated to the
other Members or non-member States between whom
the Convention is at that time in force, is supported
within one year by at least six of them, the Council
of the League of Nations shall decide whether a2 Con-

CIRNEE--17¢)
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ference shall be convened for the purpose.

Article 18.

Any High Contracting Party may, at the time of
signature, ratification or accession, declare that, in
accepting the present Convention, he does not assume
any obligations in respect of all or any of his colonies,
protectorates or territories under suzerainty or maun-
date; and the present Convention shall not apply to
any territories named in such declaration.

Any High Contracting Party may give notice to
the Secretary-General of the Teague of Nations at any
time subsequently that he des{ 2s that the Convention
shall apply to all or any of his territories which have
been made the subject of a declaration under the
preceding paragraph, and the Convention shall apply
to all the territories named in.such notice ninety days
after its receipt by the Secretary-General of the
League of Nations.

Any High Contracting Party may at any time de-
clare that he desires that the present Convention shalil
cease to apply to all or any of his colonies, protector-
ates or territories under suzerainty or mandate and
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the Convention shall cease to apply to the territories

named in such declaration one year after its receipt
by the Secretary-General of the League of Nations.

Article 19,

The present Convention shall be registered by the
Secretary-General of the League of Nations as soon as
it comes into force.

In Farrr Waereor the above-mentioned Plenipoten-
tiaries have signed the present Convention.

Dornr at Geneva, the nineteenth day of March
one thousand nine hundred and thirty-one, in a single

-copy, which shall be deposited in the archives of the

Secretariat of the League of Nations, and of which
authenticated copies shall be delivered to all Members
of the League of Nations and non-member States rep-
resented at the Conference.
GERMANY

L. Quassowsk:

Dr. AuBrechT

Erwin Pirzorp
AUSTRIA

Dr. Guido StrossLE
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BELGIUM

pE LA VALLEE Poussin
DENMARK

HEevLpEr

V. Erervep
FREE CITY OF DANZIG

Jézef Sugrowswi.
ECUADOR

Alex GasteLl
SPAIN

Francisco Beryis
FINLAND

F, GrOxwaLL
FRANCE

J. PErcEROU
GREECE

R. Raruatn

A. CONTOUMAS -
HUNGARY

Pertnvy
ITALY

Amedeo GIANNINI

Giovanni ZAPPALA
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JAPAN

N, Kawasuima.

Ukirsuy TANAKA.
LUXEMBURG

Ch. G. VerMaire
MEXICO

Antonio Castro-LEAL
MONACO

C. Hrnrson.

ad referendum
NORWAY

Stub Hormsoe
THE NETHERLANDS

J. KosTERS.
POLAND

J6zef Surkowskr.
PORTUGAL

José CaEmmo pa MarTa
ROUMANIA

C. ANTONTADE
SWEDEN

E. Marks von WORTEMBERG

Birger Exeperc
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K. DAHLBERG
Sous réserve de ratification par S. M.le Roi de
Suéde avec 'approbation du Riksdag.!
SWITZERLAND
V1sCHER
Huvrrecerr
CZECHOSL.OVAKIA
Dr. Karel HerMmany-Oravsxy
TURKEY
Ceyan Husxy
YUGOSLAVIA

1. CaoumeERkovITOH

1 Translation of the Secretariat of the League of Na-
tions : Subject to ratification by His Majesty the King
of Sweden with the approval of the Riksdag.
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CONVENTION DESTINEE A REGLER
CERTAINS CONFLITS DE LOIS EN
MATIERE DE CHEQUES

Signée & Gendve, Ie 19 mars 1981
Enirée en vigueur le 1 janvier 1934

Signée, le 19 mars 1931

Ratifié, le 18 juillet 1933

Instrument de ratification déposé le 25 aont 1933
Promulguée le 26 décembre 1933

Entrée en vigneur le 1 janvier 1934

Le PresipEnT DU Reron ALLEMAND ; LE PRESIDENT FEDE-
RAL DE LA REpPusLIQUE D"AuTRICHE ; Sa Masesté e Ror pEs
Brioes; Sa Marestt 1 Ror e DanemMarx ET D’ISLANDE
LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE DE POLOGNE, POUR LA
VILLE LIBRE DE DANT21G ; LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE
DE L'EquATEUR; Sa Masesté 1t Ror p'Eseacse; L Prisr-

| 424011

DENT DE LA RipunLigUE DE FINLANDE ; LE PRESIDENT DE LA
RePUBLIQUE FRANCAISE ; LE PRESIDENT DE La REPUBLIQUE
HELLENIQUE; Son Arntess SEEREnISSIME LE REGEENT DU
Rovavme oe Howeriz; Sa Masestt 1 Ror p’lraviz: Sa
Masestt r’EMPEREUR DU JaPoN; Son Avzesst ROYALE La
GranpE-DucHESSE DE LUXEMBOURG ; LE PRESIDENT DES ETATS-
Unis pu MexiQue ; Sox ALTEsse StrénissiME LE PRINCE DE
Mownaco; Sa Maseste e Ror pE Norvier; Sa Maseste
La REINE DES Pavs-Bas; LE PrEsipEnt DE LA REPUBLIQUE DE
Poroowe; LE PrisIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE PoRTUGAISE; Sa
Masestt 18 Ror pe Roumanis; Sa Masestt L Ror b Su-
tDE; LE CONSEIL FEDERAL SUISSE ; LE PREStoENT pE na REP-
UBLIQUE TCHECOSLOVAQUE ; LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE

TURQUE; Sa Masestt LE Ror pE YougosLavik.

Désireux d’adopter des regles pour résoudre certaing
conflits de lois en matiere de ché&ques, ont désigné pour
leurs plénipotentiaires, savois :

Le Président dr Reick allemand -

Conseiller ministérie] au
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M. Leo Quassowskr,



