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CHED CONSTITUTION
5 o FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
T 5K 1 < < T e K ORGANIZATION OF THE
(BEZ N4 QR NEH-2Q) UNITED NATIONS

(As amended of and up to 1955)

RZIIOH 1 Om | Kmay »a pisa Done at Quebec, October 16, 1945
RO | Om | KoRREH Entered into force, October 16, 1945
R 1E R m) L iR Q TR Acceptance decided by the cabinet, September 28, 1951
BRI K | | m ] VomEERERR Approved by the diet, November 17, 1951
BZIKE | | m | VouxXHse: Instrument of acceptance deposited, November 17, 1951
BEZIKE ! 1 m | oRRERH Entered into force, November 21, 1951
BRI P8 1] m ] A mGE (k2 E@ Promulgated, February 15, 1952

= PREAMBLE

1) Q BB N HE A 1@ [T 47 The Nations accepting this Constitution, being deter-

mined to promote the common welfare by furthering sepa-

rate and collective action on their part for the purposes of:

m Q Hfl © 1= 1 4830 < I Q #(8 # ("D 1K raising levels of nutrition and standards of living of
B E Y D7 the peoples under their respective jurisdictions;
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securing improvements in the efficiency of the produc-
tion and distribution of all food and agricultural prod-
ucts;

bettering the condition of rural populations;

and thus contributing toward an expanding world econ-

omy;

hereby establish the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations, hereinafter referred to as the ‘‘ Organi-
zation”, through which the Members will report to one
mnoﬁw@.,n on the measures taken and the progress achieved
in the fields of action set forth above.

ARTICLE 1
Functions of the Organization

1. The Organization shall collect, analyze, interpret,
and disseminate information relating to nutrition, food, and
agriculture. In this Constitution, the term °‘‘agriculture”
and its derivatives include fisheries, marine products,
forestry and primary forestry products.

2. The Organization shall promote and, where appro-

priate, shall recommend national action with respect to:

CITINEE: A%
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(a) scientific, technological, social and economic
research relating to nutrition, food, and agriculture;

(b) the improvement of education and adminis-
tration relating to nutrition, food, and agriculture, and
the spread of public knowledge of nutritional and agri-
cultural science and practice;

(c) the conservation of natural resources and the
adoption of improved methods of agricultural produc-
tion; -

(d) theimprovement of the processing, marketing,
and distribution of food and agricultural products;

(e) the adoption of policies for the provision of
adequate agricultural credit, national and international;

(f) the adoption of international policies with
respect to agricultural commodity arrangements.

3. It shall also be the function of the Organization:

(a) to furnish such technical assistance as gov-
ernments may request;

(b) to organize, in co-operation with the govern-
ments concerned, such missions as may be needed to
assist them to fulfil the obligations arising from their
acceptance of the recommendations of the United Na-
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tions Conference on Food and Agriculture and of this

Constitution; and

MM R MBI @ﬁ@@ﬁ%%%&}ﬂ (c) generally to take all necessary and appropri-
WU I O H ST S48 O QR ITTR s e 1) A° ate action to implement the purposes of the Organiza-

tion as set forth in the Preamble.

—~
<

~—

]
CEEE

ARTICLE 1I
Membership and Associate Membership

B REAXOHREHCRE

—~ MOEROEKSBHE VY ZMH— N RESCH 1. The origipal Member Nations of the Organization
QO |+ QORI E QO VW o) Q il W EEA~Q | shall be such of the nations specified in Annex I as accept
RCANPICRAPY this Constitution in accordance with the provisions of Ar-

ticle XX.
N B VOEROISBEHOEMRAHE SY 5 2. The Conference may by a two-thirds majority of

QI 8 S W7 mmﬁ_w,@_:Aﬂ@ QR " T | the votes cast, provided that a majority of the Member
BEE-TRO RO N ERWS Y 500 OB Q | Nations of the Organization is present, decide to admit
RS R0 J1Q 4R © fnf i I8 O L E ¥R | as an additional Member of the Organization any nation
PLREE 0 QR BRI H ) VWK | which has submitted an application for membership and a
Q@ 1 AR Y AUe© declaration made in a formal instrument that it will accept
the obligations of the Constitution as in force at the time
of admission.

o B FERMEORKRHE Y O S WiHNERS &5 3. The Conference may, under the same conditions

EHERXEREE Y YOI O WHEYHWAR | regarding the required majority and quorum as prescribed
o RRFEN B ATIE R O WEFENIE O L vdud” in paragraph 2 above, decide to admit as an Associate

CNIRRRY--EL)
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Member of the Organization any territory or group of
territories which is not responsible for the conduct of its
international relations upon application made on its behalf
by the Member Nation or authority wmibm, responsibility
for its international relations, provided that such Member
Nation or authority has submitted a declaration made ina
formal instrument that it will accept on behalf of the pro-
posed Associate Member the obligations of the Constitution
as in force at the time of admission, and that it will
assume responsibility for ensuring the observance of the
provisions of paragraph 4 of Article VIII, paragraphs 1
and 2 of Article XV, and paragraphs 2 and 3 of Article
XVII of this Constitution with regard to the Associate
Member.

4, The nature and extent of the rights and obligation
of Associate Members are defined in the relevant provi-
sions of this Constitution and the Rules and Regulations
of the Organization.

5. Membership and Associate Membership shall be-
come effective on the date on which the Conference appro-

ves the application.
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ARTICLE 111
The Conference

1. There shall be a Conference of the Organization in
which each Member Nation and Associate Member shall be
represented by one delegate, Associate Members shall
have the right to participate in the deliberations of the
Conference but shall not hold office nor have the right to
vote.

2. Each Member Nation and Associate Member may
appoint an alternate, associates, and advisers to its dele-
gate., The Conference may determine the conditions for
the participation of alternates, associates, and advisers in
its proceedings, but any such participation shall be without
the right to vote except in the case of an alternate, asso-
ciate, or adviser participating in the place of a delegate.

3. No delegate may represent more than one Member
Nation or Associate Member,.

4. Each Member Nation shall have only one vote. A
Member Nation Which is in arrears in the payment of its
financial contributions to the Organization shall have no
vote in the Conference if the amount of its arrears equals

or exceeds the amount of the contributions due from it for

(11T
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the two preceding financial years. The Conference may,
nevertheless, permit such a Member Nation to vote if it
is satisfied that the failure to _vm% is due to conditions
beyond the control of the Member Nation.

5. The Conference may invite any international or-
ganization which has responsibilities related to those of
the Organization to be represented at its meetings on the
conditions prescribed by the Conference. No representative
of such an organization shall have the right to vote.

6. The Conference shall meet once inevery two years

in regular session. It may meet in special session:

(a) if at any regular session the Conference
decides, by a majority of the votes cast, to meet in
the following year;

(b) if the Council so instructs the Director-
General, or if at least one-third of the Member Nations
so request.

7. The Conference shall elect its own officers.

8. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this
Constitution or by rules made by the Conference, all de-
cisions of the Conference shall be taken by a majority of
the votes cast.

KRH
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ARTICLE 1V
Functions of the Conference

1. The Conference shall determine the policy and
approve the budget of the Organization and shall exercise
the other powers conferred upon it by this Constitution.

2. The Conference shall adopt Rules of Procedure
and Financial Regulations for the Organization.

3. The Conference may by a two-thirds majority of
the votes cast make recommendations to Member Nations
and Associate Members concerning questions relating to
food and agriculture, for consideration by them with a
view to implementation by national action.

4. The Conference may make recommendations to
any international organization regarding any matter per-

taining to the purposes of the Organization,

ARTICLE V
Council of the Organization

1. A Council of the Organization consisting of twen-
tyfour Member Nations shall be elected by the Confer-
ence, Each Member Nation on the Council shall have one

The tenure and other conditions of office

R » 3

representative.
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of the Members of the Council shall be subject to rules

made by the Conference.

o~ BT BT S BRI & HE e 2. The Conference shall, in addition, appoint an in-

dependent Chairman of the Council.

oo BT R0 B A e B 9 imdee° 3. The Council shall have such powers as the Con-
oD BN 0 QI QR KD " REYR | ference may delegate to it, but the Conference shall not
BPK~ B K BHNE" RE-EL XD | delegate the powers set forth in paragraphs 2 and 3 of
<+ O MB+RE N B e Wk HAe 1) VAW | Article II, Article 1V, paragraph 1 of Article VII, Article

L L° XII, paragraph 4 of Article XIII, paragraphs 1 and 4 of
Article XIV and Article XIX of this Constitution.

<~ EE” %sﬁﬂm%@%@m&.mﬁ%&«ﬁb\ o O 4, The Council shall appoint its officers other than
PBUQHKM Y E ) i OV B Q448 | the Chairman and subject to any decisions of the Confer-
IR s B E 40 © ence shall adopt its own rules of procedure.

0 B SUOKMEYEO VI LR e ORR 5. The Council shall establish a Co-ordinating Com-
OREDHMHOERXDEROHBHY O 2 \VWiRln | mittee to tender advice on the co-ordination of technical
AP AR 4207 BRI a4 »° ~ work and the continuity of the activities of the Organiza-

tion undertaken in accordance with the decisions of the
Conference.
ARTICLE VI
FICek K< KRR R Commissions, Committees, Conferences, Working
LR OO BN Parties and Consultations

I R K
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1. The Conference or Council may establish commis-
sions, the membership of which shall be open to all Mem-
ber Nations and Associate Members, or regional commis-
sions open to all Member Nations and Associate Members
whose territories are situated wholly or in part in one or
more regions, to advise on the formulation and implemen-
tation of policy and to co-ordinate the implementation of
policy.

2. The Conference, the Council, or the Director-
General on the authority of the Conference or Council,
may establish committees and working parties to study
and report on matters pertaining to the purpose of the
Organization and consisting either of selected Member
Nations and Associate Members or of individuals appointed
in their personal capacity because of their special com-
petence in technical matters. Such individuals shall be
designated either by the Conference, the Council, selected
Member Nations or Associate Members or by the Director-
-General, as decided by the establishing authority.

3. The Conference, the Council, or the Director-
General on the authority of the Conference or Council, shall

determine the terms of reference and reporting procedures,

(Y1117 « 3
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as appropriate, of commissions, committees and working
parties so established. Such commissions and committees
may adopt their own rules of procedure, which shall come
into force upon approval by the Director-General, subject
to confirmation by the Conference or Council, as appro-
priate.

4. The Director-General may establish, in consultation
with Member Nations, Associate Members and National
FAO Committees, panels of experts, with a view to develop-
ing consultation with Houm&bm technicians in the various
fields of activity of the Organization. The Director-
General may convene meetings of some or all of these
experts for consultation on specific subjects.

5. The Conference, the Council, or the Director-
General on the authority of the Conference or Council,
may convene general, regional, technical or other confer-
ences, or working parties or consultations of Member
Nations and Associate Members, laying down, their terms
of reference and reporting procedures, and may provide
for participation in such conferences, working parties and
consultations, in such manner as they may determine, of
national and international bodies concerned with nutrition,
food and agriculture.

KRR
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6. When the Director-General is satisfied that urgent
action is required he may establish the committees and
working parties, and convene the conferences, working
parties and consultations provided for in paragraphs 2
Such action shall be notified by the Director-

General to Member Nations and Associate Members and

and 5 above,

reported to the following session of the Council.

7. Associate Members included in the membership of
the commissions, committees or working parties, or attend-
ing the conferences, working parties or consultations
referred to in paragraphs 1, 2 and 5 above, shall have
the right to participate in the deliberations of such com-
missions, committees, conferences, working parties and
consultations, but shall not hold office nor have the right

to vote.

ARTICLE VII
The Director-General

1. There shall be a Director-General of the Organiza-
tion who shall be appointed by the Conference by such
procedure and on such terms as it may determine,

2. Subject to the general supervision of the Confer-
ence and the Council, the Director-General shall have full

CNIRRREY--Rt)
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power and authority to direct the work of the Organiza-
tion,

3. The Director-General or a representative designated
by him shall participate, without the right to vote, in all
meetings of the Conference and of the Council and shall
formulate for consideration by the Conference and the
Council proposals for appropriate action in regard to mat-

ters coming before them,

ARTICLE VIII
Staff

1. The staff of the Organization shall be appointed
by the Director-General in accordance with such procedure
as may be determined by rules made by the Conference.

2. The staff of the Organization shall be responsible
to the Director-General. Their responsibilities shall be
exclusively international in character and they shall not
seek or receive instructions in regard to the discharge
thereof from any authority external to the Organization.
The Member Nations and Associate Members undertake
fully to respect the international character of the respon-
sibilities of the staff and not to seek to influence any of

their nationals in the discharge of such responsibilities.

Ele)
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3. In appointing the staff the Director-General shall,
subject to the paramount importance of securing the highest
standards of efficiency and of technical competence, pay
due regard to the importance of selecting personnel re-
cruited on as wide a geographical basis as is possible.

4, Each Member Nation and Associate Member under
takes, insofar as it may be possible under its constitu-
tional procedure, to accord to the Director-General and
senior staff diplomatic privileges and immunities and to
accord to other members of the staff all facilities and im-
munities accorded to non-diplomatic personnel attached to
diplomatic missions, or alternatively to accord to such other
members of the staff the immunities and facilities which
may ltereafter be accorded to equivalent members of the

staffs of other public international organizations.
ARTICLE IX
Seat
The seat of the Organization shall be determined by

the Conference.

ARTICLE X
Regional and Liaison Offices

(1T« )





