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INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR
THE HIGH SEAS FISHRIES OF THE
NORTH PACIFIC OCEAN

Signed at Tokyo, May 9, 1952

Rati/fed, June 3, 1953

Ratifications exchanged at Tokyo, June 12, 1953
Entered into force, June 12, 1953

Promulgated, June 12, 1953

The Governments of Japan, Canada and the United
States of America, whose respectively duly accredited
representatives have subscribed hereto,

Acting as .sovereign nations in the light of their
rights under the principles of international law and
custom to exploit the fishery resources of the high
seas, and

Believing that it will best serve the common inter-
est of mankind, as well as the interests of the Con-
tracting Parties, to ensure the maximum sustained
productivity of the fishery resources of the North
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Pacific Ocean, and that each of the Parties should as-
sume an obligation, on a free and equal footing, to
encourage the conservation of such resources, and
Recognizing that in view of these considerations it
is highly desirable (1) to establish an International
Commission, representing the three Parties hereto, to
promote and coordinate the scientific studies neces-
sary to ascertain the conservation measures requierd

to secure the maximum sustained productivity of
fisheries of joint interest to the Contracting Parties
and to recommend such measures to such Parties and
(2) that each Party carry out such conservation re-
commendations, and provide for necessary restraints
on its own nationals and fishing vessels.

Therefore agree as follows:

ArricLe I
1. The area to which this Convention applies,
hereinafter referred to as ‘“the Convention area’,
shall be all waters, other than territorial waters, of

the North Pacific Ocean which for the purposes hereof
shall include the adjacent areas.

2. Nothing in this Convention shall be deemed to
affect adversely (prejudice) the claims of any Contract-
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ing Party in regard to the limits of territorial waters
or to the jurisdiction of a'coastal state over fisheries.

3. For the purposes of this Convention the term
“fishing vessel’” shall mean any vessel engaged in
catching fish or processing or transporting fish loaded on
the high seas, or any vessel outfitted for such activi-
ties.

ArricLe 11

1. In order to realize the objectives of this Con-
vention, the Contracting Parties shall establish and
maintain the International North Pacific Fisheries Com-
mission, hereinafter referred to as ‘‘the Commission.””

2. The Commisson shall be composed of three
national sections, each consisting of not more than
four members appointed by the governments of the
respective Contracting Parties.

3. Each nutional section shall have one vote, All re-
solutions, recommendations and other decisions of the
Commission shall be made only by a unanimous vote
of the three national secitions except when under the
provisions of Article III, Section 1 (¢) (ii) omnly two
participate.

4, The Commission may decide upon and amend,

I 1ORNH
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a soccasion may require, by-laws or rules for the conduct
of its meetings. .
5. The Commission shall meet at least once each
vear and at such other times as may be requested by

a majority of ‘“he national sections. The date and

- place of the firs’ -eeting shall be determined by agree-

ment between the Contracting Parties.

6. At its first meeting the Commission shall select
a Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Secretary from dif-
ferent national sections. The Chairman, Vice-Chair-

man and Secretary shall hold office for a period of

- one year. During succeeding years selction of a Chair-

man, Vice-Chairman and Secretary from the national
selections shall be made in such a manner as will pro-
vide each Contracting Party in turn with representa-
tion in those offices.

7. The Commission shall decide on a convenient
place for the establishment of the Commission’s head-
quarters.

8. FEach Contracting Parly may establish an advi-
sory Comirittee for its national section, to be composed
of parsons who shall be well inforred concerning

&1 - 3K
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A I A R Ve Im v R {Y O N IE 2w #~ | Nortn Pacific fishery problems of common concern.
= WIER QA W Q4R M A0~ 0 VEEHESy | Each such Advisory Committee shall be invited to at-

L2102 Q UAnR” tend all sessions of the Commission except those which
the Commission decides to be in camera.

o MK, CEMEDIEV UAR Va0’ w7 ok 9. The Commission may hold public hearings.

P IR 5 8 mE Y GEEREBAY VAR Ve’ Each national section may also hold public hearings

within its own country.

S WIEYQKEHIY, mEROEEVR e K 10. The official languages of the Commission shall
ROLEE SHRQ | ROEBEY~ OV 2RIE | be Japanese and English. Proposals and data may be
VIE AN 10 10 AR VA e’ submitted to the Commission in either language.

11. Each Contracting Party shall determine and
o REZEC mEQFEEIKSE Q i KR D pay the expenses incurred by its national section.
07 a0 Q VAe° I QKT Q ey 18- Joint expenses incurred by the Commission shall be
WEKATI O O EEFARRS ORI XD 54T | paid by the Commission through contributions made
V&S VERHREEOREG Y~ {IK4'& | by the Contracting Parties in the form and proportion

Pl Q UAe° recommended by the Commissicn and approved by
the Contracting Yarties.
N HEQHMAOEKM g ¥ WERERED o 12. An annual budget ot joint expenses shall be
O E2FE URRIQ YOI I AN 0° recommended by the Commission and submitted to the
Contracting Parties for approval.
M RWEHL VOKE QMO VL OEHOMER 13. The Commission shall authorize the disburse-
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ment of funds for the joint expenses of the Commis-

sion and may employ personnel and acquire facilities

necessary for the performance of its functions.
ArticLe 11T

1. The Commission shall perform the following
functions :

(a) In regard to any stock of fish specified in the
Annex, study for the purpose of determining annually
whether such stock continues to qualify for abstention
under the provisions of Article 1V, If the Commission
determines that such stock no longer meets the con-
ditions of Article IV, the Commission shall recommend
that it be removed from the Annex. Provided, however,
that with respect to the stocks of fish originally speci-
fied in the Annex, no determination or recommenda-
tion as to whether such stock continues to qualify for
abstention shall be made for five years after the entry
into force of this Convention.

(b) To permit later additions to the Annex, study,
on requst of a Contracting Party, any stock of fish of
the Convention area, the greater part of which is har-
vested by one or more of the Contracting Parties, for
the purpose of determining whether such stock quali-

(!11 -3
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fies for abstention under the provisions of Article IV.
If the Commission decides that particular stock fulfills
the conditions of Article IV it shall recommend, (1)
that such stock be added to the Annex, (2) that the
appropriate Party or Parties abstain from fishing such
stock and (3) that the Party or parties participating in
the fishing of such stock continue to carry out necessary
conservation measures.

(c) In regard to any stock of fish in the Conven-
tion area ;

(i) Study, on request of any Contracting Party
concerned, any stock of fish which is under substan-
tial exploitation by two or more of the Contracting
Parties, and which 8 not covered by a conservation
agreement between such Parties existing at the time
of the conclusion of this Convention, for the purpose
of determining need for joint conservation measures;

(ii) Decide and recommend necessary joint con-
servation measures including auny relaxation thereof
to be taken as a result of such study. Provided,
however, that only the national sections of the Con-
tracting Parties engaged in substantial exploitation of
such stock of fish may participate in such decision and

I |ORNR
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recommendation. The decisions and recommendations
shall be reported regularly te all the Contracting Par-
ties, but shall apply only to the Contracting Parties
the national sections of which participated in the de-
cisions and recommendations.

(iili) Request the Contracting Party or Parties
concerned to report regularly the conservation mea-

sures adopted from time to time with regard to the
stocks of fish specified in the Annex, whether or not
covered by conservation agreements between the Con-
tracting Parties, and transmit such information to the
other Contracting Party or Parties.

(d) Consider and make recommendations to the
Contracting Parties concerning the enactment of sche-
dules of equivalent penalties for violations of this
Convention.

(¢) Compile and study the records provided by
the Contracting Parties pursuant to Article VIII.

(f)

a report on the Commission’s operations,

‘Submit annually to each Contracting Party
inves-
tigations and findings, with appropriate recommenda-
tions, and inform each Contracting Party, whenever
it is deemed advisable, on any matter relating to the

@il - 3K)
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objectives of this Convention.
2. The Commission may take such steps, in agree-
ment with the Parties concerned, as will enable it to
determine the extent to which the undertakings agreed

to by the Parties under the provisions of ArticleV,

Section 2 and the measures recommended by the
Commission under the provisions of this Article and

accepted by the Parities concerned have been effec-
tive.

3. In the performance of its functions, the Com-
mission shall, insofar as feasible, utilize the technical
and scientific services of, and information from, offi-
cial agencies of the Contracting Parties and their
political sub-divisions and may, when desirable and if
available, utililze the services of, and information from,
any public or private institution or organization or
any private individual.

Articre IV

1. In making its recommendations the Commission
shall be guided by the spirit and intent of this Con-
vention and by the consideaations below mentioned.

(a) Any conservation measures for any stock of
fish decided upon under the provisions of this Conven-

I 1ORNT |
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tion shall be recommended for equal application to all
Parties engaged in substantial exploitation of such
stock.

(b) With regard to any stock of fish which the
Commissicn determines reasonably satisfies all the fol-
lowing condtions, a recommendation shall be made as
provided for in Article III, Section 1, (b).

(i) Evidence based :@ob, scientific research in-
dicates that more intensive exploitation of the stock
will not provide a substantial increase in yield which
can be sustained year after year.

(iiy The exploitation of the stock is limited or
otherwise regulated through legal measures by each
Party which is substantially engaged in its exploita-
tion, for the purpose of maintaining or increasing its
maximum sustained productivity ; such limitations and
regulations being in accordance with conservation
programs based upon scientific research, and

(iii) ‘The stock is the subject of extensive scien-
tific study designed to discover whether the stock is
being fully utilized and the conditions necessary for

maintaining its maximum sustained productivity.

@111 - ¥R
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Provided, however, that no recommendation
shall be made for abstention by a Contracting Party

(1) any stock of fish which
at any time during the twenty-five years next preced-

concerned with regard to:

ing the entry into force of this Conventioh has been
under substantial exploitation by that Party having
regard to conditions referred to in Section 2 of this
Article; (2) any stock of fish which is harvested in
greater part by a country or countries not party to
this Convention; (3) waters in which there is historic
intermingling of fishing operations of the Parties .oob-
cerned, intermingling of the stocks of fish exploited
by these operations, and a long-established history of
joint conservation and regulation among the Parties
concerned so that there is consequent MBE.momnm..vEQ
of segregating the operations and administering con-
trol. It is recognized that the conditions specified in
subdivision (3) of this proviso apply to Canada and
the United States of America in the waters off the
Pacific Coasts of the United States of America and
Canda from and including the waters of the Gulf of
Alaska southward and, therefore, no recommendations
shall be made for abstention by either the United

I TORN 1)
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States of America or Canada in such waters.

2. In any decision or recommendation allowances
shall be made for the effect of strikes, wars, or ex-
ceptional economic or biological conditions which may
have introduced temporary declines in or suspension
of productivity, exploitation, or managment of the
stock of fisn concerned.

Arricte V

1. The Annex attached hereto forms an integral
part of this Convention. All references to “Conven-
tion”’ shall be understood as including the said Annex
either in its present terms or as amended
cordance with the provisions of Article VII.

in ac-

2. 'The Contracting Parties recognize that any
stock of fish originally specified in the Annex to this
Convention fulfills the conditions prescribed in Article
IV and accordingly agree that the appropriate Party
or Parties shall abstain from fishing such stock and
the Party or Parties participating in the fishing of
such stock shall continue to carry out necessary con-
servation measures.

Articte VI
In the event that it shall come to the attention of

(@111 - %)





