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INTERIM CONVENTION
ON CONSERVATION OF
NORTH PACIFIC FUR SEALS

Done at Washington, February 9, 1957

Stgned, February 9, 1957
Approved by the diet, May 16, 1957
Rati fication decided by the cabinet, September 13, 1957

Attested, September 13, 1957
Instrument of ratification deposited, September 20,
1957

Entered into force, Octlober 14, 1957
Promulgated, October 19, 1957

The Governments of Canada, Japan, the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, and the United States of
America,

Desiring to take effective measures towards achiev-
ing the maximum sustainable productivity of the fur
seal resources of the North Pacific Ocean so that the
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fur seal ﬁouc_maobm can be brought to and maintained
at the levels which will provide the greatest harvest
year after year, with due regard to their relation to
the productivity of other living marine resources of the
area,

Recognizing that in order to determine such measu-
res it is necessary to conduct adequate scientific
research on the said resources, and

Desiring to provide for international cooperation in
achieving these objectives,

Agree as follows:

i

1. The term * pelagic sealing’’ is hereby defined
for tne purposes of this Convention as meaning the
killing, taking, or hunting in any manner whatsoever
of fur seals at sea. _

2. The words ‘“each year”, ‘“annual” and ‘“an-
nually > as used hereinafter refer to Convention year,
that is, the year beginning on the date of entry into
force of the Convention.

3. Nothing in this Convention shall be deemed to
affect in any way the position of the Parties in regard
to the limits of territorial waters or to the jurisdiction

(111 - 84<)
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over fisheries.
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1. In order to realize the objactives of this Con-
vention, the Parties agree to coordinate necessary scCi-
entific research programs and to cooperate in investi-
gating the fur seal resources of the North Pacific Ocean
to determine:

(a) what measures may be necessary to make
possible the maximum sustainable productivity
of the fur seal resources so that the fur seal
populations can be brought to and maintained
at the levels which will provide the greatest
harvest year after year; and

(b) what the relationship is between fur seals and
other living marine resources and whether fur
seals have detrimental effects on other living
marine resources substantially exploited by any
of the Parties and, if so, to what extent.

2. The research referred to in the preceding para-
graph shall include studies of the following subjects:

(a) size of each fur seal herd and its age and sex
composition ;

natural mortality of the different age groups

1 10|l
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and Yecruitment of voung to each age or size
class at present and subsequent population
levels;

the effect
upon the magnitude of recruitment of varia-

(c) with regard to each of the herds,
tions in the size and the age and sex compo-
sition of the annual kill;

(d) migration routes of fur seals and their winter-
ing areas;

(e) numbers of seals from each herd found on the
migration routes and in wintering areas and
their ages and sexes;

(f) extent to which the food habits of fur seals
affect commercial fish catches and the damage
fur seals inflict on fishing gear; and

(g) other subjects involved in achieving the objec-
tives of the Convention, as determined by the
Commission established under Article V, para-
graph 1.

3. In furtherance of the research referred to in
this Article, each of the Parties agrees to carry out,
each year after the entry into force of the Conven-
tion, the programs set forth in the Schedule annexed
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to the Convention with any modifications thereof
The said
Schedule, together with any such modifications, shall
be considered an integral part of this Convention.

made pursuant to Article V, paragraph 3.

4. Each Party .agrees to provide the Commission
annually with information on:

(a) number of black pups tagged for each breed-

ing area;

(b) number of fur seals, by sex and estimated
age, taken at sea and on each breeding area;
and

(c) tagged seals recovered on land and at sea;
and, so far as is practicable, other information perti-
nent to scientific research which the Commission may
request.

5. The Parties further agree to provide for the
exchange of scientific personnel; each such exchange
shall be subject to mutual consent of the Parties di-
rectly concerned.

6. The Parties agree to use for the scientific pela-
gic research provided for in this Article only govern-
ment-owned or governmecnt-chartered vessels operating

under strict control of their respective authorities.

| 1 ORNUIN]
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Each Party shall communicate to the other Parties
the names and descriptions of vessels which are to be
used for pelagic research. .

PR

In order to realize the purposes of the Conven-
tion, including the carrying out of the coordinated anil
cooperative research, each Party agrees to prohibit
pelagic sealing, except as provided in Article II, para-
graph 3 and the Schedule, in the Pacific Ocean north
of the 30th parallel of north latitude including the seas
of Bering, Okhotsk, and Japan by any person or ves-
sel subject to its jurisdiction.

a\ﬂ.ror.

Arrrere IV
1. Each Party shall bear the expense of its own

research. Title to sealskins taken during the research
shall vest in the Party conducting such research.
2. If the total number of seals of the Commander

‘ Islands breeding grounds decreases and falls below
50,000 head, according to data in official records, then

commercial killing of seals and apportionment of skins
may be suspended by the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republic until the number of seals exceeds 50,000 head.
This provision also applies to the fur seal heard of

&1 - %K)
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Robben Island, if the population of that herd becomes
less than mo.ooo rmmm.

3. The Government of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics upon suspending such sealing shall so
inform the other Parties. In this case the Commis-
sion shall determine whether or not to reduce the

- level of or to suspend completely the pelagic sealing

for scientific purposes in the Western Pacific Ocean
during the period of the said suspension.

4. The Commission may, subsequent to the second
year of operation of the Convention, modify the floor
figure set forth in paragraph 2 of this Article in ac-
cordance with its findings based upon scientific data

received by it ; and if any such modifications are made,
paragraph 2 of this Article shall be considered amend-
ed accordingly. The Commission shall notify each
Party of every such amendment and of the effective
date thereof.
ASE v

1. The Parties agre- to establish the North Pacific
Fur Seal Commission to be composed of one member
from each Party.

2. The duties of the Commission shall be to:

| 1ORNDH
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(a) formulate and coordinate research programs

designed to achieve the objectives set forth
in Article 1I, paragraph 1;

(b) recommend these coordinated research pro-
grams to the respective Parties for im-
plementation ;

(c) study the data obtained from the implementa-
tion of such coordinated research programs;

(@) recommend appropriate measures to the
Parties on the basis of the findings obtained
from the implementation of such coordinated
research programs, including measures regar-
ding the size and the sex and age composition
of the seasonal commercial kill from a herd;
and

(e) recommend to the Parties at the end of the
fifth year after entry into force of this Con-
vention and, if the Convention is continued
under the provisions of Article XIII, para-
graph 4, at a later year, the methods of
sealing best suited to achieve the objectives
of this Convention; the above-mentioned later
year shall be fixed by the Parties at the mect

(111 - B4
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ing early in the sixth year provided for in
Article XI.

3. The Commission may, subsequent to the first
year of operation of the Convention, modify in ac-
cordance with its scientific findings the research pro-
grams set forth in the Schedule and, if any such
Schedule shall be

The Commission

modifications are made, the
considered amendel accordingly.
shall notify each Party of every such amendment and
of the effective date thereof.

4. Each Party shall have one vote. Decisions and
recommendations shall ke made by unanimous vote.
With respect to any recommendations regarding the size
and the sex and age composition of the seasonal commer-
cial kill from a herd, only those Parties sharing in the
sealskins from that herd under the provisions of Arti-
cle IX, paragraph 1 shall vote.

5. The Commission shall elect from its members
a Chairman and other necessary officials and shall
adopt rules of preccedure for the conduct of its work.

6. The Commission shall hold an annual meeting
Additional
meetings shall be held when requested by two or more

at such time and place as it may decide.

i 1ORNMY
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members of the Commisaion. The time and place of
the first meeting shall be determined by agreement
among the Parties,

7. The expenses of each member of the Commis-
sion shall be paid by his own Government, Such joint
expenses as may be incurred by the Commission shall be
defrayed by the Parties by equal contributions. FEach
Party shall 2a1so contribute to the Commission annually an
amount equivalent to the value of the sealskins it con-
fiscates under the provisions of Article VI, paragraph 5.

8. The Commission shall submit an annual report
of its activities to the Parties.

9. ‘The Commission may from time to time make
recommendations to the Parties on any matter which
relates to the fur seal resources or to the administra-
tion of the Commission.

Attigle o

In order to implement the provisions of Article
111, the Parties agree as follows:

1. When a duly authorized official of any of the
Parties has reasonable cause to kelieve that any ves-
sel outfitted for the harvesting of living marine

resources and subject to the jurisdiction of any of the

@111 - %)
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Parties is offending against the prohibition of pelagic sea-
ling as provided for by Article IIl, he may, except within
the territorial waters of another State, board and search
such vessel. Such official shall carry a special certificate
issued by the competent authorities of his Government
and drawn up in the English, Japanese, and Russian
Ianguages which shall be exhibited to the master of
the vessel upon request.

2. When the official after searching a vessel con-
tinues to have reasonable cause to believe that the
vessel or any person on board thereof is offending
against S“‘.m prohibition, he may seize or arrest such
In that case, the Party to which

the official belongs shall as soon as possible notify the

vessel or person.

Party having jurisdiction over the vessel or person of
such arrest or seizure and shall deliver the vessel or
person as promptly as practicable to the authorized
officials of the Party having jurisdictiou over the ves-
sel or person at a place to be agreed upon by both
Parties; provided, however, that when the Party re-
ceiving notification cannot immediately accept delivery

of the vessel or person, the Party which gives such

notification may, upon request of the other Party, keep

I |ORNNIR
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the vessel or person under surveillance within its own
territory, under the conditions agreed upon by both
Parties.

3. The authorities of the Party to which such
person or vessel belongs alone shall have jurisdiction
to try any case arising under Article 11T and this
Article and to impose penalties in connection there-
with.

4. The witnesses or their testimony and other
proofs necessary to establish the offense, so far as
they are under the control of any of the Parties,
shall be furnished with all reasonable promptness to
the authorities of the Party having jurisdiction to
try the case. ,_

5. Sealskins discovered on seized vessels shall be
subject to confiscation on the decision of the court or
other autorities of the Party under whose jurisdiction
the trial of a case takes place.

6. Full details of punitive measures applied to
offenders against the prohibition shall bz communica-
ted to the other Parties not later than three months
after the application of the penalty.

Article VII

&1 1 - 384
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The provisions of this Convention shall not apply
to Indians, Ainos, Aleuts, or Eskimos dwelling on the
coast of the waters mentioned in Article 1II, who carry
on pelagic sealing in canoes not transported by or
used in connection with other wvessels, and propelled
entirely by oars, paddles, or sails, and manned by not
more than five persons each, in the way hitherto prac-
ticed and without the use of firearms ; provided that such
hunters are not in the employment of other personsor
under contract to deliver the skins to any person.

>mwmww VIIl

1. Each Party agrees that no person or vessel
shall be permitted to use any of its ports or harbors
or any part of its territory for any purpose designed
to violate the prohibition set forth in Article III.

2. Each Party also agrees to prohibit the impor-
tation and delivery into and the traffic within its
territories of skins of fur seals taken in the area of
the North Pacific Ocean mentioned in Article 111, ex-
cept only those taken by the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics or the United States of America on rook-
eries, those taken at sea for research purposes in

| |ORNE |
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v NI VROQERWS N Y QML accordance with the Secheduie, those taken under the
T F QYIER MK NEWE S VIHITYER S provisions of Article VII, those confiscated under the
MO0 5°) QIIFIQEE ( QE<KDEX provisions of Article VI, paragraph 5, and those in-
EHHOVEPEEL Y S O0Rn Rt e v VER advertently captured which are taken possession of by
=~ eQ° _ a Party; provided, however, that all such excepted
skins shall be officially marked and duly -certified
by the authorities of the Party concerned.

w2 ARG 1x
— LyTHEY SdERYHHVERE VEBuR 1. The respective Parties agree that, of the total

H0UY L OHMOEKO 0 BRDEE QX | number of sealskins taken commercially each season
LHOMm VR QIIRE YESTA o N AUEROY¥ = | on land, there shall at the end of the season be deliv-

Yinav B 4u.8 00 VA Y E B4 10° ered a percentage of the gross in number and value
thereof as follows:
NE Y H A HEHBRHK EE S &0 : By the Union of Soviet
RAR( L~ N Socialist Repuclics  to Canada 15 per cent
m K ¢ FHL—P >= to Japan 15 per cent
I w= R OEE] & -0 By the United States
RAX( FHEHL =N of America to Canada 15 per cent
mEE (¢ e to Japan 15 per cent
N s RS QE X wipw O 8 VYRR 2. Each Party agrees to deliver such sealskins to

YR EROL0AY S OFYVEROREXL an authorized agent of the recipient Party at the
EMBET VY EL VAAE- e QRE Y 2 S Vinav place of taking, or at some other place mutually
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