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CONSTITUTION OF THE WORLD
HEALTH ORGANIZATION

Done at New York, July 22, 1946
Entered into force, April 7, H.i&.

Acceptance &m&m& by the cabinet, January .wP
1951 ,

Instrument of acceptance deposited, May 16, 1951
Entered into force, May 16, 1951

Promulgated, June 26, .H.@ﬁ

THE STATES parties to this Constitution declare,
in conformity with the ormuwmu of the United Nations,
that the following principles are basic to the happiness,
harmonious relations and security of all peoples:

Health is a state of ‘complete physical, Bmﬁw&
and social well-being and not merely the absence
of disease or infirmity.

The enjoyment of the highest -attainable
standard of health is one of the fundamental rights
of every human being without distinction of race,
religion, political belief, economic or social condi-
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tion.

The health of m.z peoples is fundamental to the

attainment of peace and security and is dependent
upon the fullest cooperation of individuals and
States. ‘

The achievement of any State in the promotion

and protection of health is of value to all.

Unequal development in different countries in

the promotion of health and control of disease,

especially communicable disease, is a common

danger.

Healthy development of the o_SE is of basic
importance ; the ability to live harmoniously in a
changing total environment is essential to such

development.

The extension to all peoples of the benefits of
medical, psychological and related knowledge is

essential to the fullest attainment of health.

Informed opinion and active co-operation on
the part of the public are of the utmost importance

in the improvement of the health of the people.

Governments have a responsibility for the health

CREER R L D)

O



2N\
o

D QEHY RRSKHERNDHNTIRENEF e
- AN A QWY QLRI VR AR
MROOBRENMESY MO Y O<ECE
PNFE OB K LR ER M RH B QIFR VS
RfvemE” EEEL OBEEVEREDY” M’
2 1) N SRR i E R - VRO EERQEEZK QWL
FRAVOY QEEKKERR IR He°

. BRI mE

B1&

HEKEER (K [ QER] ALn®) QIE
4 QKRR RB I B KR R
JSIEVEYFT 'O

] HE

| R
SERE K SRR

@®

@< K- EiD
of their peoples which can be fulfilled only by the
provision of adejuate health and social measures.
ACCEPTING THESE PRINCIPLES, and for the

purpose of co-operation among themselves and with
others to promote and protect the health of all Hx.wo,wrwm.w
the contracting parties agree to the present Constitu-
tion and hereby establish the World Health Organiza-
tion as a specialized agency within the terms of Article
57 of The Charter of the United Nations.

- CHAPTER 1.
OBJECTIVE

Article 1.

The objective of the World Health Organization
(bereinafter called the Organization) shall be the at-
tainment by all peoples of the highest possible level
omwmm?r. .

CHAPTER 1L
FUNCTIONS

Article 2.
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In order to achieve its objective, the functions of

the Organization shall be:

(a)

(b)

(e)

(a)

on

(£

(g)

to act as the directing and co-ordinating au-
thority on intermational health work;

to establish and maintain effective collabora-
tion with the United Nations, specialized
agencies, governmental health administrations,
professional groups and such other organiza-
tions as may be deemed appropriate;

to assist governments, upon request, in
strengthening health services;

to furnish appropriate technical assistance
and, in emergencies, necessary aid upon the
rejuest or acceptance of governments;

to provide or assist in providing, upon the
rejuest of the United Nations, health services
and facilities to special groups, such as the
peoples of trust territories; :

to establish and maintain such administrative
and technical services as may be required, in-
cluding epidemiological and statistical services;
to stimulate and advance work to eradicate
ow.Emeo. endemic and other diseases; .
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(h)

(i)

(3

(k)

(1)

(m)

@

(&)< - R -4
to promote, in co-operation with other special-
ized agencies where necessary, the prevention
of accidental injuries;
to promote, in co-operation with other special-
ized agencies where necessary, the improve-
ment of nutrition, housing, sanitation, recrea-
tion, economic or working conditions and other
aspects of environmental hygiene ; .
to promote co-operation among scientific and
professional groups which contribute to the
advancement of health;
to propose conventions, agreements and re-
gulations, and make recommendations with
respect to internatiomal health matters and
to perform such duties as may be assigned
thereby to the Organization and are consistent
with its objective; _
to promote maternal and child health and
welfare and to foster the ability to'live har-
moniously in.a changing total environment;
to foster activities in the field of mental
health, especially those affecting the harmony
of human relations;
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(2)
(r)

(s)

(t)

(u)
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to promote and conduct research in the field
of health;

to promote HBﬁHo4mm mnmﬁmmumm of amm&:bm
and training in the sov:.b Bm&a& and related
vaommmmSBm ;

to study and report on, in co-operation with
other specialized agencies where necessary,
administrative and social techniques affecting
public health and medical care from preven-
tive and curative points of view, wbo_.c&bm
hospital services and social security;

to provide information, counsel and assistance
in the field of health;

to assist in developing an informed public
opinion among all peoples on matters of health;
to establish and revise as mnecessary inter-
national nomenclatures of &wom.mmm. of causes
of death and of public health practices;

to standardize diagnostic procedures as neces-
sary;

to develop, establish wum. promote international
standards with respect to food, biological,
pharmaceutical and similar products; A
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(v) generally to take all necessary action to at-
tain the objective of the Organization.

' CHAPTER IIL
| MEMBERSHIP AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP
Article 3.
Em_BdemEv_ in the Organization shall be ov.ou.u. \nw
all States.
Article 4.

Zo_svwnm of the United Zmﬂobm may become Mem-
bers of the Oum.wENm.ﬁoﬂ .c% signing or otherwise ac-
omvﬂu,m this Constitution in accordance with the ﬁHo.
ﬂmuobm of Qrm.vﬁmu XIX mﬂm in »oooummuom with wrmﬁ
ooﬁmﬁwﬁﬁoﬁm& processes.

S bﬂﬁouo b.

The mnmnmm ﬂwomm m°<mnanﬁ$ wmqo been Eﬂn&
to send observers to the International Health Confer-
ence held in New York, 1946, may become Members by

signing or otherwise. accepting this Comstitution in

accordance with the provisions of Chapter XIX and in

TOH
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accordance with their constitutional processes provided
that such signature or acceptance shall be completed
before the first session of the Health Assembly.

Arxticle 6.

Subject to the conditions of any agreement between
the United Nations and the Omm.gwumamob. approved
pursuant to Chapter XVI, States which do not become
Members in accordance with Articles 4 and 5 may apply.
to become Members and shall be admitted as Members

when their application has been approved by a simple
majority vote of the Health Assembly.

Article 7.

If a Member fails to meet its financial obligations
to the Organization or in other exceptional circum-
stances the Health Assembly may, on such conditions
as it thinks proper, suspend the voting privileges and
services to which a Member is entitled. The Health
Assembly shall have the authority to restore such voting
privileges and services.

Article 8.
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Territories or groups of territories which are not
Tresponsible for the conduet of their international rela-
tions may be admitted as Associate Members by the
Health Assembly upon application made on behalf of
such territory or group of territories by the Member
or other authority having responsibility for their in-
ternational relations. Representatives of Associate
Members to the Health Assembly should be qualified
by their technical competence in the field of health

‘and should be chosen from the mnative population. The

nature and extent of the rights and obligations of
Associate Members shall- be determined by the Health
Assembly.

CHAPTER 1V.
- ‘ORGANS
Article w
The work of the Organization shall be carried out
by

(a) The World Health Assembly (hereinafter called
the Health Assembly)

(b) The Executive Board (hereinafter called the

Fod
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Board)
(¢) The Secretariat.

CHAPTER V.
THE WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY
Article “_b..

The Health Assembly shall be composed of delegates
representing Members. ‘

Article 11.

Each Member shall be represented by mnot more
than three delegates one of whom shall be designated
by the Member as chief delegate. These mmumm.ma.wm

"should be chosen from among persons most qualified

by their technical competence in the field of health,
preferably representing the national health administra-
tion of the Member. .

Article 12.

Alternates and advisers may accompany delegates.

Article 13.

@1 <RS- D
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The Health Assembly shall meet in regular annual
session and in such special sessions as may be necessary.

Special sessions shall be convened at the request of ﬁwo
Board or om a majority of the Members.

Article 14.

The Health Assembly, at each annual session, shall
select the country or region in which the next annual
session shall be held, the Board subsejquently fixing the
place. The Board shall determine the Emom where a
special session shall be held.

>&o~m 15.

The Board, after consultation with the Secretary-
General of the United Nations, shall determine the
date of each annual and special session. T

Article 16.

The Health Assémbly shall elect its President and
other officers at the beginning of each annual session.
They shall hold office until their successors are elected.

HOR
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Article 17.

The Health Assembly shall adopt its own rules of

procedure.

Article 18

The functions of the Health Assembly shall be:

(a) to determine the policies of the Organization ;

(b) to name the Members entitled to designate a
person to serve on the Board ;

(c¢) to appoint the Director-General ;

(d) to review and approve reports and activities
of . the Board and of the Director-General and
to instruct the Board in regard to  matters
upon which action, study, investigation or
report may be considered desirable; .

(e) to establish such committees as may be con-
sidered necessary for the work of the Organi-

- zation; .

(f) to supervise the financial policies of the
Organization and to review and approve the
budget ; . . ; ‘

(g) to instruct the Board and the Uﬁmonow.ﬂmﬂma&

@< - K- &1
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(h)

(i)

®

-

COREE R D
to bring to the attention of Members and of
international organizations, governmental or
non-governmental, any matter with regard to
health which the Health Assembly may con-
sider appropriate ; )
to invite any organization, intermational or

. national, governmental or non-governmental,

which has responsibilities related to those of
the Organization, to appoint representatives
to participate, without right of vote, in its
meetings .or in those of the committees and
conferences convened under its authority, on
conditions prescribed by the Health Assembly ;
but in the case of national organizations, in-
vitations shall be issued only with the consent

of the government concerned; .

to consider recommendations bearing on health

made by the General Assembly, the Economic

and Social Council, the Security Council or
Trusteeship Council of the United Nations,
and to report. to them on the steps taken by

the Organization to give effect to such re-

commendations ;
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(j) to report to the Economic and Social Council
in accordance with any agreement between
the Organization and the United Nations;

(k) to promote and conduct research in the field
of health by the personnel of the Organization,
by the establishment of its own institutions
or by co-operation with official or non-official
institutions of any Member with the consent
of its government;

(1) to establish such other institutions as it may
consider desirable ;

(m) to take any other appropriate action to further
the objective of the Organization. ,

Article 19,

The Health Assembly shall have authority to adopt
conventions or agreements with respect to any matter
within the competence of the Organization. A two-
thrids vote of the Health Asgsembly shall be rejuired
for the adoption of such conventions or agreements
which shall come into forece for each Member when
accepted by it in accordance with its constitutional
processes.
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Article 20.

Each Member undertakes that it will, within eigh-
teen months after the adoption by the Health Assembly
of a convention or agreement, take action relative to
the acceptance of such convention or agreement. Each
Member shall notify the Director-General of the action
taken and if it does mot accept such convention or
agreement within the time limit, it will furnish a
statement of the reasons for non-acceptance. In case
of acceptance, each Member agrees to make an annual

report to the Director-General in accordance with
Chapter XIV. .

._Puﬁouo 21.

The Mm&nw Assembly m&m& have m.ﬁevoﬁa% ﬁo mmoﬁw

regulations concerning :

(2) sanitary and quarantine requirements and
other procedures designed to prevent gm in-
ternational spread of disease;

(b) nomenclatures with respect to diseases, nmﬁmmm.
of mmmww and public health practices;

(e) m@»ﬁ%&m with respect to diagnostic procedures
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for international use; :
(d) standards with.respect to the mmmmﬁﬁ uaﬁi\%
and potency of biological pharmaceutical and
similar E.&cawm Eo&um in international
commerce; .
(e) advertising and Hm&mzubm. of biological, vwma-
- . maceutical and similar products moving in
international commerce.

Article 22.

Regulations adopted pursuant to Article 21 shall
come into force for all Members after due notice has
been given of their adoption by the Health Assembly
except for such Members as may notify the Director-
General of rejection or reservations within the period
stated in the notice.

Article 28.

The Health Assembly shall have authority to Emwo
recornmendations to Members with Tespect to any
matter within the competence of the Onm.mbmnmﬁoﬁ..

CHAPTER VL
THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

1< HE-HHK D

©




i

®-HE

BEHE <0 BRER HE LK<V ER
0° RELW FENCBENEEMeERT VRN
© REEN S-SRHERENREO VR
DROQEETQHE BRHUNRVEZORR
25V REGRENEMOREMEE D HL IR L0
5° 0ok CHROEENEE e vibw
vhuo

9]
+3

RENEES
EROENEY S QHEVEHNR DRV
00 AR Ve Bl KBBHOR | 4EYRSY
B L LESHE B0 KTQESH
1§ KHECEEH! | vfre®

! -KE
BB v v-28Y81 [EHE w7 L
O BN K e h

HREETREN

f..

N~

F = RKE UMD

Article 24

The Board shall consist of eighteen persons desig-
nated by as many Members. The Health Assembly,
taking into account an equitable geographical distribu-
tion, shall elect the Members entitled to designate a
person to serve on the Board. Each of these Members
should appoint to the Board a person technically quali-
fied in the field of health, who may be accompanied by
alternates and advisors. |

Article 25.

The Members shall be elected for three years and
may be reelected ; vuo&mmm that of the Members elected
at the first session of the Health Assembly, the terms
of six Members shall be for one year and the terms of
six Members shall be for two years, as determined by
lot.

Article 26.

The Board shall meet at least twice a year and
shall determine the place of each meeting.
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