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GENERAL REGULATIONS OF THE ASIAN-PACIFIC POSTAL UNION

THE UNDERSIGNED REPRESENTATIVES, DULY AUTHORISED BY THEIR
RESPECTIVE GOVERNMENTS, HAVING REGARD TO ARTICLE 15, PARAGRAPH 2, OF
THE CONSTITUTION OF THE ASIAN-PACIFIC POSTAL UNION HAVE, BY COMMON
CONSENT, AND SUBIJECT TO ARTICLE 16, PARAGRAPH 2, OF THE CONSTITUTION,
DRAWN UP IN THESE GENERAL REGULATIONS THE FOLLOWING PROVISIONS
SECURING THE APPLICATION OF THE CONSTITUTION AND THE FUNCTIONING OF THE
UNION AS WELL AS THOSE CONCERNING THE INTERNATIONAL POSTAL SERVICE
BETWEEN THE MEMBER~COUNTRIES.

CHAPTER 1
GENERAL PROVISIONS

ARTICLE 101 - LANGUAGE USED FOR THE PUBLICATION OF DOCUMENTS, FOR
OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE AND FOR THE DELIBERATIONS OF MEETINGS

1. ENGLISH SHALL BE USED FOR THE PUBLICATION OF DOCUMENTS OF THE
CENTRAL OFFICE AND FOR OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE CENTRAL
OFFICE AND THE MEMBER-COUNTRIES.

2. ENGLISH SHALL BE USED IN THE DELIBERATIONS OF MEETINGS OF THE
ORGANS OF THE UNION. HOWEVER, SUBJECT TO ARRANGEMENT FOR
INTERPRETATION INTO ENGLISH, OTHER LANGUAGES ARE ADMISSIBLE.

3. THE COSTS OF THE INTERPRETATION MENTIONED IN PARAGRAPH 2 SHALL BE
BORNE BY THE DELEGATIONS USING THE ALTERNATIVE LANGUAGE. HOWEVER,
WHEN FRENCH IS CONCERNED, THE HOST COUNTRY OF THE MEETINGS SHALL
FURNISH, AS FAR AS POSSIBLE, ANY CONVENIENT MEANS OF INTERPRETATION TO
THE DELEGATIONS USING THIS LANGUAGE.

ARTICLE 102 - LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH

MEMBER~COUNTRIES WHOSE LANGUAGE IS NOT ENGLISH MAY PROVIDE FOR A
TRANSLATION AT THEIR OWN EXPENSE.

i+ |



KuHe
K

NON = KERHE R B | RS

wimh g EREE

ERREECRNUMD EREMOREY 0 511 FXEBIEMES V EREX 2V CRELLER
o0

RInEIK KO K
SEHCHHED KUK CKEROBAIOKEB LR U O {23010 5 IE LB 0°
W HOCERCHMN
BRI K L K G S R B4

~ REECLRIL QRS0 U IS XitvHE e L RO BREFUAECTHEEC Ko
SRBVRL B CERMHE oL REREKMHEC B OE [§ IR LK O ide

Q°

o NEREED KEELQINY VOHEREMMUKKE L | <XB1 |<LSHOLR U~ O Wi

2030 )

00 BREYD KL sy 20 BHER OFENER 0~ HIHEL U0 VR a0 {252
SERKEYR mECR&Y INHCBEEMIRI e VR &0 OHSREAY! INHCRHE

HEZQ O W ERERA 0 1) U R Uty 5°

o QREED | SHRITe®

~ RGP BEVON KECKYWHE S Bl S oEiE e’ v B0 W R AU 5 Y

IIESN

ARTICLE 103- SPECIAL AGREEMENTS

THE CONCLUSION OF SPECIAL AGREEMENTS IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 4 OF
THE CONSTITUTION SHALL BE NOTIFIED THROUGH THE INTERMEDIARY OF THE
CENTRAL OFFICE TO MEMBER~COUNTRIES OR THEIR POSTAL ADMINISTRATIONS, AS
THE CASE MAY BE.

ARTICLE 104- RESOLUTIONS OF THE CONGRESS

THE POSTAL ADMINISTRATIONS OF MEMBER-COUNTRIES SHALL INFORM THE
CENTRAL OFFICE OF THE UNION OF THE MEASURES THEY MAY HAVE TAKEN TO
EFFECT THE RESOLUTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CONGRESS.

CHAPTER I
FUNCTIONING OF THE UNION'S BODIES

ARTICLE 105- ORGANISATION AND CONVENING OF CONGRESSES AND
EXTRAORDINARY CONGRESSES

1. THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE MEMBER-COUNTRIES OF THE UNION MEET IN
CONGRESS NOT LATER THAN TWO YEARS AFTER THE HOLDING OF EACH UNIVERSAL
POSTAL CONGRESS IN ORDER TO REVISE THE ACTS OF THE UNION, IF NECESSARY,
AND TO CONSIDER, AS NECESSARY, OTHER POSTAL PROBLEMS OF COMMON
INTEREST TO THE MEMBER-COUNTRIES.

2. EACH COUNTRY IS REPRESENTED IN CONGRESS BY ONE OR MORE
DELEGATES DULY AUTHORISED FOR THAT PURPOSE BY THEIR RESPECTIVE
GOVERNMENTS. A COUNTRY MAY ARRANGE FOR ITS REPRESENTATION IN
CONGRESS BY ANOTHER COUNTRY, PROVIDED THAT A DELEGATION REPRESENTS
AND VOTES FOR ONLY ONE COUNTRY OTHER THAN ITS OWN.

3. EACH COUNTRY HAS ONLY ONE VOTE.

4. IN PRINCIPLE, EACH CONGRESS DESIGNATES THE COUNTRY IN WHICH THE
NEXT CONGRESS IS TO BE HELD. IF THAT DESIGNATION PROVES INAPPLICABLE OR
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INOPERATIVE, IT FALLS TO THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL TO DESIGNATE THE COUNTRY
'WHERE CONGRESS IS TO MEET, AFTER CONSULTATION WITH THAT COUNTRY.

5. AFTER CONSULTATION WITH THE CENTRAL OFFICE, THE HOST GOVERNMENT
FIXES THE DATE AND PLACE OF THE CONGRESS. IN PRINCIPLE, SIX MONTHS BEFORE
THAT DATE, INVITATIONS ARE ISSUED TO THE GOVERNMENT OF EACH MEMBER~
COUNTRY OF THE UNION BY THE CENTRAL OFFICE ON BEHALF OF THE HOST
GOVERNMENT. HOWEVER, SHOULD THE HOST GOVERNMENT SO DESIRE, IT MAY
ISSUE THE INVITATIONS.

6. OBSERVERS MAY BE INVITED TO ATTEND MEETINGS OF THE UNION IN AN
ADVISORY CAPACITY WITHOUT THE RIGHT TO VOTE, PROVIDED THEY REPRESENT
THE UNITED NATIONS OR ONE OF ITS SPECIALISED AGENCIES OR ANY OTHER
INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATION HAVING AN INTEREST IN THE WORK OF THE UNION.
OTHER OBSERVERS MAY ALSO BE INVITED TO ATTEND PROVIDED THAT THEY
REPRESENT OTHER RESTRICTED POSTAL UNIONS, OR POSTAL ADMINISTRATIONS OF
MEMBER-COUNTRIES OF THE UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION, OR POSTAL
ADMINISTRATIONS OF COUNTRIES WHICH ARE NON-MEMBERS OF THE UNIVERSAL
POSTAL UNION AND OF NON-SELF GOVERNING TERRITORIES AND OTHER AREAS IN
ASIA AND THE PACIFIC. AT THE REQUEST OF THE CONGRESS OR THE EXECUTIVE
COUNCIL, THE INVITATION IS MADE BY THE CENTRAL OFFICE. HOWEVER, SHOULD
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE HOST COUNTRY SO DESIRE, IT MAY ISSUE THE
INVITATIONS.

7. FOR THE ORGANIZATION OF ITS WORK AND THE CONDUCT OF ITS DEBATES,
CONGRESS SHALL APPLY THE RULES OF PROCEDURE OF CONGRESSES.

8. THE PLACE AND DATE OF ASSEMBLY OF AN EXTRAORDINARY CONGRESS IS
FIXED BY THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL IN AGREEMENT WITH THE MEMBER-COUNTRIES

INITIATING THE CONGRESS.

9. THE PROVISIONS OF PARAGRAPHS 2,3,6 AND 7 OF THIS ARTICLE APPLY TO
EXTRAORDINARY CONGRESSES.
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ARTICLE 106- COMPOSITION, FUNCTIONING AND MEETINGS OF THE EXECUTIVE
COUNCIL

1 THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL COMPRISES ALL THE MEMBER-COUNTRIES OF THE
UNION, WITH A QUORUM OF THE MAJORITY.

2. THE CHAIRMAN OF EACH CONGRESS CONVENES THE FIRST MEETING OF THE
COUNCIL AFTER THE HOLDING OF THAT CONGRESS. AT THE MEETING, THE COUNCIL
ELECTS FROM AMONG ITS MEMBERS A CHAIRMAN AND A VICE-CHAIRMAN, WHO
HOLD OFFICE UNTIL THE CONCLUSION OF THE NEXT CONGRESS. IN THE NORMAL
COURSE THE CHAIRMANSHIP SHALL DEVOLVE BY RIGHT ON THE HOST COUNTRY OF
CONGRESS BUT THE LATTER MAY WAIVE THAT RIGHT IF IT SO WISHES.

3. THE ANNUAL MEETINGS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL FOLLOWING THE FIRST
MEETING ARE CONVENED BY ITS CHAIRMAN.

4. EACH EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING SHALL DESIGNATE THE COUNTRY IN
WHICH THE NEXT EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING IS TO BE HELD. WHEN AN
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING HAS TO BE CONVENED WITHOUT A HOST COUNTRY,
THE MEETING SHALL BE CONVENED WHERE THE CENTRAL OFFICE IS SITUATED.

5. BETWEEN ORDINARY SESSIONS, THE COUNCIL MAY BE CONVENED AS A
GENERAL RULE AT THE PLACE WHERE THE CENTRAL OFFICE IS SITUATED, BY THE
CHAIRMAN AT THE REQUEST OF A TWO-THIRDS MAJORITY OF THE MEMBER~
COUNTRIES OF THE UNION.

6. AFTER CONSULTATION WITH THE CHAIRMAN OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL,
THE HOST COUNTRY FIXES THE DATE AND PLACE OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
MEETING. INVITATIONS TO SUCH MEETINGS ARE ISSUED TO EACH MEMBER-
COUNTRY AND OBSERVERS BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OR, IF
THE CHAIRMAN SO DESIRES, BY THE CENTRAL OFFICE. HOWEVER, SHOULD THE
HOST COUNTRY SO DESIRE, IT MAY ISSUE THE INVITATIONS.

7. THE WORKING EXPENDITURE OF THE COUNCIL 1S BORNE BY THE UNION. THE
SERVICES OF A COUNCIL MEMBER ARE GRATUITOUS.
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8.

9.

MEMBER-COUNTRIES SHALL BE REPRESENTED AT MEETINGS OF THE
COUNCIL BY QUALIFIED POSTAL OFFICIALS.

THE FUNCTIONS OF THE COUNCIL ARE:

(&)

(B

~

©

D)

E)

)

(©)

TO PERFORM ANY DUTY ASSIGNED TO IT BY A RESOLUTION . OF THE
CONGRESS;

TO LAY DOWN THE INTERNATIONAL POSTAL SERVICE RULES WHICH
SHALL PROVIDE FOR DETAILS NECESSARY FOR THE OPERATION OF THE
INTERNATIONAL POSTAL SERVICE BETWEEN THE MEMBER-COUNTRIES;

TO MAINTAIN CONTACTS WITH POSTAL ADMINISTRATIONS OF THE
MEMBER~COUNTRIES OF THE UNION WITH A VIEW TO IMPROVING THE
POSTAL SERVICE;

TO PRESCRIBE RULES FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE CENTRAL OFFICE
AND TO SUPERVISE THE ACTIVITIES OF THE CENTRAL OFFICE;

TO REVIEW AND APPROVE THE ANNUAL BUDGET AND ACCOUNTS OF THE
UNION PREPARED BY THE CENTRAL OFFICE IN THE INTERVALS BETWEEN
CONGRESSES;

TO MAKE USEFUL CONTACTS WITH THE VARIOUS ORGANS OF THE
UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION, WITH THE RESTRICTED UNIONS OR WITH
OTHER SPECIALISED AGENCIES OF THE UNITED NATIONS WITH SPECIAL
INTERESTS IN THE AREA, AND, IF NECESSARY, TO APPOINT
REPRESENTATIVES TO CONFERENCES OF SUCH ORGANISATIONS;

TO CONCLUDE AGREEMENTS ON BEHALF OF THE UNION WITH THE
UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION, AND OTHER RESTRICTED UNIONS AND
INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS WITH REGARD TO SUCH MATTERS AS
TECHNICAL CO- OPERATION, WITH THE CONCURRENCE OF AT LEAST
TWO-THIRDS OF THE MEMBERS OF THE UNION. THE COUNCIL MAY
AUTHORISE THE DIRECTOR OF THE CENTRAL OFFICE TO EXECUTE SUCH
AGREEMENTS;

n+H
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(H) TO ASSEMBLE, PRIOR TO EACH UNIVERSAL POSTAL CONGRESS, IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 115, PARAGRAPH 2;

() TO TAKE NECESSARY STEPS, WITH THE AGREEMENT OF THE MAJORITY OF
THE MEMBERS OF THE UNION, PROVISIONALLY TO CARRY OUT SUCH
OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE ACTS WHICH ARE NOT COVERED BY THE ACTS OF

THE UNION AND CANNOT AWAIT THE NEXT CONGRESS FOR SETTLEMENT;
AND

(J) TO DECIDE WHETHER THE UNION'S BUDGET FOR ANY PARTICULAR YEAR
SHOULD INCLUDE A CONTRIBUTION TO THE ASIAN-PACIFIC POSTAL
TRAINING CENTRE AND, IF SO, INDICATE THE AMOUNT OF CONTRIBUTION.

10. THE COUNCIL DRAWS UP THE RULES OF PROCEDURE NECESSARY FOR ITS
WORK.

11. WHEN NECESSARY, CONSULTATIONS AND DECISIONS OF THE COUNCIL MAY
BE MADE BY CORRESPONDENCE.

12. THE DIRECTOR OF THE CENTRAL OFFICE ASSUMES THE TASK OF
SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE COUNCIL.

13. “'THE COUNCIL SENDS TO THE POSTAL ADMINISTRATIONS OF THE MEMBER-
COUNTRIES OF THE UNION, FOR INFORMATION, A SUMMARY REPORT AT THE END OF
EACH MEETING OF THE COUNCIL.

14. THE COUNCIL SUBMITS A REPORT TO EACH CONGRESS ON THE WHOLE OF
ITS ACTIVITIES.

15. THE REPRESENTATIVE OF EACH OF THE MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL SHALL
BE ENTITLED TO THE REIMBURSEMENT OF THE COST OF AN ECONOMY CLASS
RETURN TICKET FOR TRAVEL BY AIR, SEA OR LAND BY MEANS OF A DEDUCTION
FROM THE CONTRIBUTION OF THAT COUNTRY TO THE ANNUAL EXPENDITURE OF
THE UNION.



Pt
i

K
IF S SE8E
RO E K

HimP  FHKEBIE

1

EHEHEIE L F-K SR RS I R QB A0 8 © HRIK - #4200 2 00

2

E-EKERIE 2 Bde © Ui L TTHE Y SBKEE G O IR U 0 B ee®

3

EREHEIEY #40Q 9 © B © BZn VH E - 1 MM © i IE © i o

4

KYEH B R0V DI RHHD (38 R ORI €/ a0 &0 F-SK IR W0 B 0
EfHSIEN CHEL O v ) SMHEONERL KL’

v ERERIED BN C BT 02 V0T EFBEIECYHEL O 5 v EHECEE Qe
SE % A 4~r0®

RID<K E-KEHEIE S RS B

— *%$EE@%@M\*%%ﬁ%ﬁm?%éhécﬁ§ﬁﬁﬁu\%Eﬁbétém\ﬂﬁ%ﬁt&&
VAR EEE O & CKEC R U NN KEEN NN G 540 & QITHEL O v R0 10y
00 R 0IT 0 IS EIT Q B D 0 SMESSIK S Mio LML O v h 542 Q BRERYRLL
RRU QS P HoE0° ST FUC B O ERMVIE ) s OV R T )
SO0 RO HE 0 L1207 NS BT R 500 e EHISIE © QIR L3
9101 AR A 00

NN =K R EE D | RRE

ARTICLE 107- CENTRAL OFFICE

1 THE CENTRAL OFFICE IS COMPOSED OF A DIRECTOR AND SUCH OTHER STAFE
AS THE UNION MAY REQUIRE.

2. THE DIRECTOR OF THE CENTRAL OFFICE ATTENDS THE MEETINGS OF THE
UNION AND TAKES PART IN THE DISCUSSIONS WITHOUT THE RIGHT TO VOTE.

3. THE CENTRAL OFFICE PROVIDES THE SECRETARIAT FOR MEETINGS OF THE
UNION, JOINTLY WITH THE POSTAL ADMINISTRATION OF THE COUNTRY WHERE
EACH MEETING IS HELD.

4. THE DIRECTOR OF THE CENTRAL OFFICE IS CHOSEN, FROM AMONG
QUALIFIED POSTAL OFFICIALS, BY CONGRESS OR, IF NECESSARY, BY THE
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. THE TENURE OF OFFICE IS FIXED BY THE BODY WHICH
SELECTS THE DIRECTOR.

5. THE CENTRAL OFFICE IS UNDER THE GENERAL SUPERVISION OF THE
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL AND ITS FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS ARE AUDITED BY THE
COMPETENT AUTHORITY OF THE COUNTRY WHERE THE CENTRAL OFFICE IS
SITUATED.

ARTICLE 108~ ORGANISATION AND STAFF OF THE CENTRAL OFFICE

1. THE DIRECTION OF THE CENTRAL OFFICE IS ENTRUSTED TO A DIRECTOR
ASSISTED, IF NECESSARY, BY QUALIFIED OFFICIALS WHO HAVE SERVED AT LEAST
FIVE YEARS IN THE POSTAL SERVICE AND WHO POSSESS A WORKING KNOWLEDGE
OF FRENCH OR ANY OF THE LANGUAGES IN ASIA, IN ADDITION TO ENGLISH. THE
REPRESENTATION OF THE MEMBER-COUNTRIES OF THE UNION IS. TAKEN INTO
CONSIDERATION IN THE SELECTION OF THESE OFFICIALS. THE DIRECTOR APPOINTS
THEM, SUBJECT TO THE CONFIRMATION OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, FROM AMONG
THOSE WHO ARE RECOMMENDED BY THEIR RESPECTIVE POSTAL ADMINISTRATIONS,
ON CONDITION THAT THEY SATISFY THE NEEDS OF THE CENTRAL OFFICE ON THE
TECHNICAL ASPECT.
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2. THE DIRECTOR OF THE CENTRAL OFFICE IS ITS LEGAL REPRESENTATIVE IN
ALL THE FUNCTIONS PERFORMED BY THE SAID OFFICE PURSUANT TO THE ACTS OF
THE UNION AND TO THE DECISIONS OF CONGRESSES OF THE UNION.

3. UNLESS OTHERWISE DECIDED BY THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, THE DIRECTOR
REPRESENTS THE UNION IN INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES REGARDING THE
POSTAL SERVICE WHERE REPRESENTATION OF THE UNION IS REQUIRED.

ARTICLE 109- FUNCTIONS OF THE CENTRAL OFFICE

1. THE CENTRAL OFFICE DRAWS UP THE TENTATIVE AGENDA AND MAKES
OTHER PREPARATIONS FOR MEETINGS OF THE UNION.

2. THIS OFFICE COMMUNICATES WITH THE POSTAL ADMINISTRATIONS OF
MEMBER- COUNTRIES OF THE UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION IN ASIA AND THE PACIFIC
WHICH HAVE NOT ACCEDED TO THE UNION ON THE ADVISABILITY OF THEIR
RECOMMENDING TO THEIR GOVERNMENTS TO APPLY FOR ACCESSION, THROUGH
DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS, AS MEMBERS OF THE UNION.

3. THIS OFFICE SHOULD AT ALL TIMES BE READY TO FURNISH THE EXECUTIVE
COUNCIL AND THE POSTAL ADMINISTRATIONS OF THE UNION WITH ANY
NECESSARY INFORMATION ON QUESTIONS RELATING TO THE POSTAL SERVICE.

4. THIS OFFICE MAKES UP AN ANNUAL REPORT ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE
UNION, WHICH 1S SENT TO THE POSTAL ADMINISTRATION OF EACH MEMBER-
COUNTRY. THIS REPORT IS TO BE APPROVED BY CONGRESS, OR BY THE EXECUTIVE
COUNCIL WHEN THE FORMER DOES NOT CONVENE. IN THE EVENT OF THE
CONGRESS OR THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL NOT BEING CONVENED WITHIN A PERIOD
OF FIVE MONTHS OF THE YEAR FOLLOWING THAT COVERED BY THE REPORT,
APPROVAL BY EACH MEMBER-COUNTRY OF THE UNION SHALL BE OBTAINED BY
OOWWmmmOZUmZOm. MEMBER-COUNTRIES FAILING TO REPLY WITHIN 40 DAYS
SHALL BE REGARDED AS HAVING APPROVED THE REPORT.

5. THIS OFFICE KEEPS AN UP-TO-DATE COLLECTION OF THE POSTAGE STAMPS
ISSUED BY THE MEMBER-COUNTRIES.
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ARTICLE 110~ PUBLICATIONS OF THE CENTRAL OFFICE

1. THE CENTRAL OFFICE OF THE UNION FURNISHES GRATUITOUSLY TO THE
POSTAL ADMINISTRATION OF EACH MEMBER-COUNTRY AND TO THE
INTERNATIONAL BUREAU OF THE UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION AT BERNE,
SWITZERLAND, THE DOCUMENTS WHICH IT PUBLISHES, ALLOWING EACH
ADMINISTRATION THE NUMBER OF COPIES WHICH CORRESPONDS TO THE NUMBER
OF UNITS WHICH IT CONTRIBUTES. ADDITIONAL COPIES OF DOCUMENTS
REQUESTED BY POSTAL ADMINISTRATIONS ARE PAID FOR BY THEM AT COST.

2. THE CENTRAL OFFICE PREPARES AND DISTRIBUTES AMONG THE POSTAL
ADMINISTRATIONS OF THE MEMBER-COUNTRIES A SCHEDULE OF ALL THE
PROPOSALS WHICH IT RECEIVES IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 115, PARAGRAPH 1,
OF THESE GENERAL REGULATIONS IN ORDER THAT SUCH PROPOSALS MAY BE
STUDIED BY THE SAID COUNTRIES.

ARTICLE 111- GOVERNING BOARD OF THE ASIAN-PACIFIC POSTAL TRAINING
CENTRE

1. THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR ADMINISTERING THE CENTRE SHALL BE
ENTRUSTED TO A GOVERNING BOARD WHICH SHALL MEET AT LEAST ONCE EACH

YEAR. THE MEETINGS SHALL BE HELD IN BANGKOK UNLESS DECIDED OTHERWISE.

2. IN THE DISCHARGE OF ITS RESPONSIBILITIES TO CONGRESS, THE FUNCTIONS
OF THE GOVERNING BOARD ARE:

(A) TO DETERMINE RULES FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE ASIAN-PACIFIC
POSTAL TRAINING CENTRE;

(B) TO DIRECT THE GENERAL TRAINING POLICY OF THE CENTRE;
(C) TO APPROVE AND SUPERVISE THE BUDGET OF THE CENTRE;

(D) TO APPOINT THE MANAGERIAL AND TEACHING STAFF OF THE CENTRE;
AND

n+P<K
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(E) TOESTABLISH THE SCALES OF SALARIES AND CONDITIONS OF SERVICE
FOR THE CENTRE'S MANAGERIAL, TEACHING AND ADMINISTRATIVE
STAFF.

3. THE GOVERNING BOARD COMPRISES THE HEAD OF THE HOST
ADMINISTRATION OF THE CENTRE AS CHAIRMAN, THE CHAIRMAN OF THE
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL AND A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE POSTAL ADMINISTRATION OF
EACH PARTICIPATING COUNTRY AND OF OTHER MEMBER-COUNTRIES WHICH MAKE
A CONTRIBUTION TO THE ACTIVITIES OF THE CENTRE IN CASH, OR IN KIND OR BY
WAY OF FELLOWSHIPS OR SUPPLIED EXPERTS OF NOT LESS THAN 10,000 DOLLARS
(UNITED STATES) PER ANNUM, AS FULL MEMBERS WITH THE RIGHT TO VOTE. THE
DIRECTOR OF THE.CENTRAL OFFICE OF THE UNION, THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF
THE INTERNATIONAL BUREAU OF THE UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION OR HIS
REPRESENTATIVE, A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMISSION
FOR ASIA AND THE PACIFIC AND A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED NATIONS
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME, MAY ATTEND MEETINGS OF THE GOVERNING BOARD
AS OBSERVERS. ANY MEMBER- COUNTRY OF THE UNION NOT A MEMBER OF THE
GOVERNING BOARD MAY ATTEND MEETINGS OF THE GOVERNING BOARD AS AN
OBSERVER. THE BOARD MAY DECIDE TO INVITE OTHER OBSERVERS AS
APPROPRIATE.

4. A PARTICIPATING COUNTRY 1S A MEMBER-COUNTRY OF THE UNION WHICH IS
A REGULAR USER OF THE CENTRE AND WHICH PAYS FOR SOME OR ALL OF ITS OWN
STUDENTS.

5. A MEMBER-COUNTRY WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED A PARTICIPATING
COUNTRY IF NO SELF-FUNDED STUDENTS ARE SENT FOR TWO CONSECUTIVE YEARS.

6. MEMBER-COUNTRIES OTHER THAN PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES REFERRED
TO IN PARAGRAPH 3 ABOVE SHALL NOT BE ENTITLED TO BE REPRESENTED ON THE
GOVERNING BOARD IF NO ASSISTANCE TO THE EXTENT INDICATED IS
FORTHCOMING FOR TWO YEARS IN SUCCESSION.

7. MEETINGS OF THE GOVERNING BOARD ARE CONVENED BY ITS CHAIRMAN.
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8. IF A REQUEST IS RECEIVED FROM TWO-THIRDS OF THE MEMBERS OF THE
BOARD, THE CHAIRMAN SHALL CONVENE AN EXTRAORDINARY SESSION OF THE
GOVERNING BOARD, AS A GENERAL RULE, AT BANGKOK.

9. WHEN NECESSARY, CONSULTATIONS AND DECISIONS OF THE GOVERNING
BOARD MAY BE MADE BY CORRESPONDENCE.

10. THE DIRECTOR OF THE ASIAN-PACIFIC POSTAL TRAINING CENTRE SHALL
ASSUME THE TASK OF SECRETARY OF THE BOARD.

11. THE GOVERNING BOARD SHALL SUBMIT A REPORT TO EACH CONGRESS ON
ITS ACTIVITIES SINCE THE PRECEDING CONGRESS AND ITS PROJECTED ACTIVITIES.
THE REPORT SHOULD, FOR INFORMATION, ALSO CONTAIN DETAILS OF PAST AND
PROPOSED FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS.

12. THE BUDGET OF THE ASIAN-PACIFIC POSTAL TRAINING CENTRE IS
SEPARATE FROM THE BUDGET OF THE UNION AND SHALL BE FINANCED IN
PRINCIPLE BY PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES IN DIRECT PROPORTION TO THEIR USE OF
THE CENTRE AND BY VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE OTHER COUNTRIES OR
ORGANISATIONS OR THE UNION.

13. CONTRIBUTIONS SHALL BE PAID TO THE CENTRE BY 31 JANUARY OF THE
YEAR TO WHICH THEY PERTAIN.

4. TO COVER SHORTFALLS IN FINANCING A RESERVE FUND SHALL BE
ESTABLISHED, THE AMOUNT OF WHICH SHALL BE FIXED BY THE GOVERNING
BOARD. THIS FUND SHALL BE MAINTAINED PRIMARILY FROM BUDGET SURPLUSES.
IT MAY ALSO BE USED TO BALANCE THE BUDGET OR TO REDUCE THE AMOUNT OF
PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES' CONTRIBUTIONS.

15. AS REGARDS TEMPORARY FINANCING SHORTFALLS THE HOST COUNTRY OF
THE CENTRE WILL ADVANCE TO THE GOVERNING BOARD THE FUNDS NECESSARY
TO ENSURE THE OPERATION OF THE CENTRE PROVIDED THAT IT IS GUARANTEED
REIMBURSEMENT BY THE COUNTRY CONCERNED. THE FUNDS SHALL NOT EXCEED
THE LIMIT OF THE CENTRE'S BUDGET.
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16. WHERE FUNDS ARE ADVANCED BY THE HOST COUNTRY OF THE CENTRE,
THE POSTAL >UZ~Z~m.._.W>dOZ OF EACH PARTICIPATING COUNTRY SHALL
REIMBURSE THE HOST COUNTRY, THROUGH THE GOVERNING BOARD, THE SUM
ADVANCED ON ITS BEHALF BY VIRTUE OF THE PRECEDING PARAGRAPH. SUCH
REIMBURSEMENT SHALL BE MADE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AND NOT LATER THAN
ONE CALENDAR YEAR FOLLOWING THE ASSESSMENT AGREED BY THE GOVERNING
BOARD.

17. TO ENSURE THE SMOOTH RUNNING OF THE CENTRE, BETWEEN SUCCESSIVE
GOVERNING BOARD MEETINGS, THE GOVERNING BOARD MAY ESTABLISH A LOCAL
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE TO WHICH IT MAY ASSIGN ANY NECESSARY FUNCTIONS.

CHAPTER II
PROCEDURE FOR SUBMISSION AND CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSALS

ARTICLE 112- INTRODUCTION OF PROPOSALS TO CONGRESSES

1. PROPOSALS TO BE PRESENTED TO CONGRESS MUST REACH THE CENTRAL
OFFICE AT LEAST THREE MONTHS BEFORE THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE CONGRESS.
NEVERTHELESS, PROPOSALS WHICH REACH THE CENTRAL OFFICE WITHIN THREE
MONTHS PRECEDING THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE CONGRESS MAY ALSO BE
CONSIDERED AT THE DISCRETION OF CONGRESS.

2. THE PROCEDURE PRESCRIBED IN PARAGRAPH 1 SHALL NOT APPLY TO
AMENDMENTS TO PROPOSALS ALREADY MADE.

3. THE CENTRAL OFFICE PUBLISHES THE PROPOSALS AND DISTRIBUTES THEM,
AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE, AMONG THE POSTAL ADMINISTRATIONS OF THE MEMBER-
COUNTRIES.

ARTICLE 113~ RESERVATIONS
1. RESERVATIONS TO THE PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER V OF THE GENERAL

REGULATIONS SHALL BE INSERTED IN THE FINAL PROTOCOLS TO THE GENERAL
REGULATIONS ON THE BASIS OF A PROPOSAL APPROVED BY CONGRESS.
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2. ARTICLE 112, RELATING TO THE INTRODUCTION OF PROPOSALS TO CONGRESS
SHALL NOT APPLY TO PROPOSALS CONCERNING RESERVATIONS.

3. TO BE ADOPTED, RESERVATIONS SUBMITTED TO CONGRESS SHALL BE
APPROVED BY A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBER-COUNTRIES PRESENT AND VOTING.

4. ANY MEMBER-COUNTRY BENEFITING FROM A RESERVATION MAY, AT ANY
TIME, WAIVE THE APPLICATION OF THAT RESERVATION. THE WAIVER SHALL BE
NOTIFIED TO MEMBER-COUNTRIES THROUGH THE CENTRAL OFFICE.

ARTICLE 114- PROPOSALS TO AMEND THE GENERAL REGULATIONS SUBMITTED
BETWEEN CONGRESSES

1. EACH PROPOSAL TO AMEND THE PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER V OF THE
GENERAL REGULATIONS AND THEIR FINAL PROTOCOLS SUBMITTED BY A POSTAL
ADMINISTRATION BETWEEN CONGRESSES SHALL BE SENT TO OTHER POSTAL
ADMINISTRATIONS THROUGH THE INTERMEDIARY OF THE CENTRAL OFFICE.

2. EVERY PROPOSAL SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURE: A
PERIOD OF TWO MONTHS SHALL BE ALLOWED TO POSTAL ADMINISTRATIONS OF
MEMBER-COUNTRIES FOR CONSIDERATION OF THE PROPOSAL NOTIFIED BY A
CENTRAL OFFICE CIRCULAR, AND FOR FORWARDING THEIR OBSERVATIONS, IF ANY,
TO THE CENTRAL OFFICE. AMENDMENTS SHALL NOT BE ADMISSIBLE. THE REPLIES
SHALL BE COLLECTED BY THE CENTRAL OFFICE AND COMMUNICATED TO POSTAL
ADMINISTRATIONS WITH AN INVITATION TO VOTE FOR OR AGAINST THE PROPOSAL.
THOSE WHICH HAVE NOT SENT THEIR VOTE WITHIN A PERIOD OF TWO MONTHS
SHALL BE CONSIDERED AS ABSTAINING. THE AFOREMENTIONED PERIODS SHALL BE
RECKONED FROM THE DATES OF THE CENTRAL OFFICE CIRCULARS.

3. AMENDMENTS MADE TO THE PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER V OF THE GENERAL
REGULATIONS AND THEIR FINAL PROTOCOLS SHALL BE SANCTIONED BY THE
NOTIFICATION OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE CENTRAL OFFICE TO THE GOVERNMENTS
OF MEMBER-COUNTRIES.
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ARTICLE 115- PROPOSALS SUBMITTED TO UNIVERSAL POSTAL CONGRESSES

L THE POSTAL ADMINISTRATIONS OF ALL MEMBER-COUNTRIES SHALL MAKE
KNOWN TO THE OTHER MEMBER-COUNTRIES AND TO THE CENTRAL OFFICE, AT THE
SAME TIME AS THEY ADVISE THE INTERNATIONAL BUREAU OF THE UNIVERSAL
POSTAL UNION, THE PROPOSALS WHICH THEY SUBMIT TO UNIVERSAL POSTAL
CONGRESSES. NOTWITHSTANDING THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 3 OF THE
CONSTITUTION, THESE PROPOSALS MAY BE PREPARED IN FRENCH.

2. MEMBER-COUNTRIES MAY ASSEMBLE, PRIOR TO AND DURING EACH
UNIVERSAL POSTAL CONGRESS, IN ORDER TO EXCHANGE AND HARMONISE THEIR
VIEWS ON THE PROPOSALS AND OTHER IMPORTANT MATTERS TO BE DISCUSSED
THERE.

CHAPTER IV
FINANCE

ARTICLE 116— CONTRIBUTION CLASSES

1. FOR THE APPORTIONMENT OF THE EXPENSES OF THE UNION, THE MEMBER-
COUNTRIES ARE DIVIDED INTO FOUR GROUPS. THOSE CONTRIBUTING TO THE
EXPENSES OF THE UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION AS MEMBERS OF THE OVER 50, 50, 40,
35,25 AND 20 UNIT CLASSES CONTRIBUTE 5 UNITS; THOSE CONTRIBUTING AS
MEMBERS OF THE 15, 10 AND 5 UNIT CLASSES CONTRIBUTE 3 UNITS; THOSE
CONTRIBUTING AS MEMBERS OF THE 3 AND 1 UNIT CLASSES CONTRIBUTE 2 UNITS;
AND THOSE CONTRIBUTING AS MEMBERS OF THE HALF UNIT CLASS CONTRIBUTE 1
UNIT. HOWEVER, A MEMBER-COUNTRY MAY CONTRIBUTE MORE UNITS.

2. COUNTRIES WHICH ACCEDE TO THE UNION AS WELL AS THOSE WHICH
WITHDRAW FROM THE UNION SHARE IN THE EXPENDITURE OF THE UNION FOR THE
ENTIRE YEAR DURING WHICH THEIR ACCESSION OR WITHDRAWAL BECOMES
EFFECTIVE.

ARTICLE 117- BUDGET AND ACCOUNTS OF THE UNION
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1. THE EXPENDITURE OF THE UNION SHALL NOT EXCEED THE SUM OF 110,000 US
DOLLARS PER ANNUM.

2. THE CENTRAL OFFICE SHALL PREPARE, AT LEAST TWO MONTHS BEFORE THE
END OF EACH CALENDAR YEAR, AN ESTIMATE OF THE BUDGET FOR THE FOLLOWING
YEAR COVERING THE PERIOD FROM JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31, CONTAINING
DETAILED DATA OF ITS ESTIMATED EXPENDITURE AND RECEIPTS AS COMPARED
WITH THE FIGURES OF THE PRECEDING BUDGET AND THE PREVIOUS FINAL
ACCOUNT. IT SHALL SUBMIT THIS BUDGET ESTIMATE TO THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL,
OR TO CONGRESS WHEN IT CONVENES, FOR APPROVAL. PENDING SUCH APPROVAL,
THE CENTRAL OFFICE SHALL FUNCTION WITHIN THE LIMITS OF THE BUDGETARY
FIGURES OF THE PRECEDING YEAR.

3. THE CENTRAL OFFICE SHALL PREPARE, DURING THE FIRST QUARTER OF
EACH YEAR, A REPORT TO WHICH SHALL BE ATTACHED A DETAILED FINAL
ACCOUNT OF THE PRECEDING YEAR AND ALL DOCUMENTS REGARDING RECEIPTS
AND EXPENDITURE. THIS REPORT SHALL BE SUBMITTED TO THE EXECUTIVE
COUNCIL OR TO CONGRESS FOR APPROVAL AND FOR DISTRIBUTION TO THE POSTAL
ADMINISTRATIONS OF THE UNION.

4. THE EXPENDITURE OF THE CENTRAL OFFICE SHALL BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH
THE BUDGET APPROVED BY THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OR BY CONGRESS.

5. THE LIMITS LAID DOWN IN PARAGRAPH 1 MAY BE EXCEEDED TO ENABLE THE
RECRUITMENT OF PERSONNEL OR OTHERWISE TO PROVIDE FOR THE EFFICIENT
OPERATION OF THE CENTRAL OFFICE, IF A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBER- COUNTRIES
OF THE UNION AGREES.

6. MEMBER-COUNTRIES SHALL PAY THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE UNION'S
ANNUAL EXPENDITURE IN ADVANCE ON THE BASIS OF THE BUDGET LAID DOWN BY
CONGRESS OR BY THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. THESE CONTRIBUTIONS SHALL BE PAID
NOT LATER THAN THE FIRST DAY OF THE FINANCIAL YEAR TO WHICH THE BUDGET
REFERS. AFTER THAT DATE, THE SUMS DUE SHALL BE CHARGEABLE WITH INTEREST
IN FAVOUR OF THE UNION AT THE RATE OF 3 PERCENT PER ANNUM FOR THE FIRST
SIX MONTHS AND OF 6 PERCENT PER ANNUM FROM THE SEVENTH MONTH.

N<H
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7 TO COVER SHORTFALLS IN UNION FINANCING, A RESERVE FUND SHALL BE
ESTABLISHED, THE AMOUNT OF WHICH SHALL BE FIXED BY THE EXECUTIVE
COUNCIL. THIS FUND SHALL BE MAINTAINED PRIMARILY FROM BUDGET
SURPLUSES. IT MAY ALSO BE USED TO BALANCE THE BUDGET OR TO REDUCE THE
AMOUNT OF MEMBER-COUNTRIES' CONTRIBUTIONS.

CHAPTER V
PROVISIONS CONCERNING THE INTERNATIONAL POSTAL SERVICE BETWEEN THE
MEMBER~-COUNTRIES

ARTICLE 118- TRANSIT CHARGES

AS A GENERAL PRINCIPLE, NO CHARGE IS COLLECTED FOR THE TERRITORIAL,
FLUVIAL OR MARITIME TRANSIT OF MAIL EXCHANGED BETWEEN MEMBER~
COUNTRIES OF THE UNION. HOWEVER, WHERE MEMBER-COUNTRIES FIND
THEMSELVES UNABLE TO GRANT GRATUITOUS TRANSIT, A CHARGE MAY BE MADE.
THIS CHARGE MAY BE LOWER THAN THAT AUTHORISED OR PRESCRIBED BY THE
UNIVERSAL POSTAL CONVENTION.

ARTICLE 119- LETTER POST

FOR THE PURPOSE OF THESE GENERAL REGULATIONS, THE TERM "LETTER POST
ITEMS" REFERS TO SUCH ITEM AS DEFINED IN THE ACTS OF THE UNIVERSAL POSTAL
UNION.

ARTICLE 120- POSTAGE RATES

IN THE RELATIONS OF THE POSTAL ADMINISTRATIONS OF THE UNION, REDUCED
POSTAGE RATES MAY APPLY TO LETTERS AND POSTCARDS EXCHANGED BETWEEN
THEM BY SURFACE. THESE RATES MAY BE FIXED AT A FIGURE BETWEEN THEIR
DOMESTIC RATES AND 85% OF THEIR INTERNATIONAL RATES. EXCEPTIONALLY,
REDUCED RATES MAY BE APPLIED TO OTHER LETTER-POST CATEGORIES AND TO
AIRMAIL ITEMS.
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ARTICLE 121~ EXEMPTION FROM POSTAL CHARGES ON LETTER POST ITEMS
RELATING TO THE POSTAL SERVICE

1. OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE EXCHANGED BETWEEN THE FOLLOWING IS
EXEMPT FROM ALL POSTAL CHARGES:

(A) THE ORGANS OF THE UNION AND POSTAL ADMINISTRATIONS;

(B) THE ORGANS OF THE UNION AND ORGANS OF THE UNIVERSAL POSTAL
UNION; AND

(C) THE ORGANS OF THE UNION AND OTHER RESTRICTED POSTAL UNIONS.

2. THE ABOVE EXEMPTION DOES NOT EXTEND TO AIRMAIL CORRESPONDENCE
ORIGINATING FROM THE ORGANS OF THE UNION.

ARTICLE 122- APPLICATION OF THE ACTS OF THE UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION

1. THE PROVISIONS OF THESE GENERAL REGULATIONS AND THE INTERNATIONAL
POSTAL SERVICE RULES WHICH SHALL BE LAID DOWN BY THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL,
REGULATE ALL MATTERS AND SERVICES RELATIVE TO LETTER POST ITEMS
EXCHANGED BETWEEN THE MEMBER-COUNTRIES OF THE UNION.

2. ALL MATTERS IN CONNECTION WITH THE EXCHANGE OF LETTER POST ITEMS
AMONG THE MEMBER~COUNTRIES OF THE UNION WHICH ARE NOT PROVIDED FOR IN
THESE GENERAL REGULATIONS AND THE INTERNATIONAL POSTAL SERVICE RULES
WHICH SHALL BE LAID DOWN BY THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL ARE SUBJECT TO THE
PROVISIONS OF THE ACTS OF THE UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION. A

CHAPTER VI
FINAL PROVISIONS

ARTICLE 123- CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL OF PROPOSALS CONCERNING THE
GENERAL REGULATIONS

<4
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1. TO BECOME EFFECTIVE, PROPOSALS SUBMITTED TO CONGRESS RELATING TO
THESE GENERAL REGULATIONS SHALL BE APPROVED BY A MAJORITY OF THE
MEMBER-COUNTRIES REPRESENTED AT CONGRESS.

2. MEMBER-COUNTRIES MAY SUBMIT PROPOSALS TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF
CHAPTER V OF THESE GENERAL REGULATIONS BETWEEN CONGRESSES. TO BECOME
EFFECTIVE, THOSE PROPOSALS MUST BE APPROVED BY THE UNANIMITY OF VOTES.
HOWEVER, WHERE THEY PERTAIN TO AN INTERPRETATION OF THE PROVISIONS OF
THIS CHAPTER, THEY MUST BE APPROVED BY A MAJORITY OF THE VOTES, PROVIDED
THAT SUCH INTERPRETATION IS NOT SUBJECT TO THE ARBITRATION PROVIDED FOR
IN ARTICLE 23 OF THE CONSTITUTION.

ARTICLE 124~ DENUNCIATION OF THE ASIAN-PACIFIC POSTAL CONVENTION

RATIFICATION, ACCEPTANCE, OR APPROVAL OF THE GENERAL REGULATIONS SHALL
CARRY DENUNCIATION OF THE ASIAN- PACIFIC POSTAL CONVENTION DONE AT
ROTORUA, 6 DECEMBER 1990, FOR PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION. SUCH
DENUNCIATION SHALL TAKE EFFECT FOR EACH PARTY TO THE GENERAL
REGULATIONS ON THE DATE OF ENTRY INTO FORCE OF THE GENERAL REGULATIONS
FOR EACH SUCH PARTY.

ARTICLE 125~ EFFECTIVE DATE AND DURATION OF THE GENERAL REGULATIONS

THESE GENERAL REGULATIONS SHALL ENTER INTO FORCE ON 1 JULY 1997, AND
SHALL REMAIN IN FORCE FOR AN INDEFINITE PERIOD.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, THE UNDERSIGNED, BEING DULY AUTHORISED
REPRESENTATIVES OF THEIR RESPECTIVE GOVERNMENTS, HAVE SIGNED ONE COPY
OF THESE GENERAL REGULATIONS, WHICH SHALL BE DEPOSITED IN THE ARCHIVES
OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE MEMBER-COUNTRY IN WHICH THE CENTRAL OFFICE
1S SITUATED, AND OF WHICH A DUPLICATE SHALL BE TRANSMITTED TO EACH
MEMBER-COUNTRY BY THAT GOVERNMENT.

DONE AT SINGAPORE, SEPTEMBER 12, 1995.
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