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ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL TO THE CONSTITUTION OF
THE ASIAN -PACIFIC POSTAL UNION

THE PLENIPOTENTIARIES OF THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE MEMBER-COUNTRIES OF
THE ASIAN-PACIFIC POSTAL UNION, MET IN CONGRESS AT SINGAPORE, IN VIEW OF
ARTICLE 20, PARAGRAPH 2, OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE ASIAN-PACIFIC POSTAL
UNION DONE AT BANGKOK ON 4 DECEMBER 1985, HAVE ADOPTED, SUBJECT TO
RATIFICATION, ACCEPTANCE OR APPROVAL, THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENTS TO
THAT CONSTITUTION.

ARTICLE 1
(ARTICLE 6 AMENDED)

ACCESSION TO THE UNION

1. ANY SOVEREIGN COUNTRY WHICH IS A MEMBER OF THE UNIVERSAL POSTAL
UNION, AND WHOSE ENTIRE TERRITORY IS SITUATED IN ASIA, AUSTRALASIA,
MELANESIA, MICRONESIA OR POLYNESIA MAY ACCEDE TO THE ASIAN-PACIFIC
POSTAL UNION. FOR THE PURPOSE OF THIS ARTICLE THE TERM "ASIA" SHALL REFER
TO COUNTRIES IN ASIA EAST OF AND INCLUDING IRAN.

2. ACCESSION TO THE UNION SHALL ENTAIL A FORMAL DECLARATION OF
ACCESSION TO THE ACTS OF THE UNION. IT SHALL BE ADDRESSED BY THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE COUNTRY CONCERNED TO THE DIRECTOR OF THE CENTRAL
OFFICE, WHO SHALL NOTIFY THE ACCESSION OR CONSULT THE MEMBER-
COUNTRIES ON THE APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION.

3. ACCESSION TO MEMBERSHIP SHALL BE NOTIFIED BY THE DIRECTOR OF THE
CENTRAL OFFICE TO THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE OTHER MEMBER-COUNTRIES. IT
SHALL TAKE EFFECT FROM THE DATE OF SUCH NOTIFICATION.

4. ANY COUNTRY WHICH HAS THE REQUIRED QUALIFICATIONS BUT WHICH

CANNOT COMPLY WITH ANY PROVISION OF CHAPTER V OF THE GENERAL
REGULATIONS MAY APPLY FOR MEMBERSHIP TO THE UNION WITH RESERVATIONS.
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S. APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP, IN ACCORDANCE WITH PARAGRAPH 4, SHALL
BE ADDRESSED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF THE COUNTRY CONCERNED TO THE
DIRECTOR OF THE CENTRAL OFFICE, WHO SHALL CONSULT THE MEMBER-
‘OOCZHEmm ON THE APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION.

6. THE COUNTRY CONCERNED IS ADMITTED IF ITS REQUEST IS APPROVED BY
THE MAJORITY OF MEMBER~COUNTRIES.

7. MEMBER-COUNTRIES FAILING TO REPLY TO THE CONSULTATION WITHIN
FOUR MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF NOTIFICATION ARE CONSIDERED AS
ABSTAINING.

ARTICLE 01
(ARTICLE 7 AMENDED)

WITHDRAWAL FROM THE UNION

1. ANY MEMBER-COUNTRY HAS THE RIGHT TO WITHDRAW FROM THE UNION BY
MEANS OF A NOTICE OF ITS RENUNCIATION OF THE ACTS OF THE UNION GIVEN BY
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE COUNTRY CONCERNED TO THE DIRECTOR OF THE
CENTRAL OFFICE AND BY HIM TO THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE OTHER MEMBER-~
COUNTRIES ACCORDINGLY.

2. WITHDRAWAL FROM THE UNION BECOMES EFFECTIVE AT THE EXPIRY OF ONE
YEAR FROM THE DATE OF RECEIPT OF THE NOTIFICATION FROM THE WITHDRAWING
COUNTRY BY THE DIRECTOR OF THE CENTRAL OFFICE.

ARTICLE Il
(ARTICLE 13 AMENDED)

ASIAN-PACIFIC POSTAL TRAINING CENTRE
THE PURPOSE OF THE CENTRE IS TO PROVIDE TRAINING FACILITIES AND ADVISORY

SERVICES TO IMPROVE POSTAL SERVICES WITHIN ASIA AND THE PACIFIC. THE
CENTRE SHALL BE ADMINISTERED BY A GOVERNING BOARD WHOSE COMPOSITION,
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PURPOSE AND FUNCTIONS ARE PRESCRIBED IN THE GENERAL REGULATIONS.

ARTICLE IV
(ARTICLE 15 AMENDED)

ACTS OF THE UNION

1. THE CONSTITUTION IS THE BASIC ACT OF THE UNION. IT CONTAINS THE
ORGANIC RULES OF THE UNION.

2. THE GENERAL REGULATIONS EMBODY THOSE PROVISIONS WHICH ENSURE
THE APPLICATION OF THE CONSTITUTION AND THE WORKING OF THE UNION AND
THOSE PROVISIONS WHICH CONCERN THE INTERNATIONAL POSTAL SERVICE
BETWEEN THE MEMBER~-COUNTRIES. THEY SHALL BE BINDING ON ALL MEMBER~
COUNTRIES.

3. THE ADDITIONAL PROTOCOLS OF THE CONSTITUTION AND THOSE OF THE
GENERAL REGULATIONS ARE THE ACTS OF THE UNION.

4. THE FINAL PROTOCOLS ANNEXED TO THE GENERAL REGULATIONS AS THEIR
INTEGRAL PARTS CONTAIN THE RESERVATIONS TO THE GENERAL REGULATIONS.

ARTICLE V.
(ARTICLE 16 AMENDED)

SIGNATURE, RATIFICATION AND OTHER FORMS OF APPROVAL OF THE ACTS OF THE
UNION

1. SIGNATURE OF THE ACTS OF THE UNION BY PLENIPOTENTIARIES SHALL TAKE

_ PLACE AT THE END OF CONGRESS.

2. THE CONSTITUTION AND THE ADDITIONAL PROTOCOLS THERETO AND THE
OTHER ACTS OF THE UNION SHALL BE RATIFIED, ACCEPTED OR APPROVED AS SOON
AS POSSIBLE BY THE SIGNATORY COUNTRIES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THEIR
CONSTITUTIONAL REGULATIONS.
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3. WHEN A COUNTRY DOES NOT RATIFY, ACCEPT OR APPROVE THE ACTS OF THE
UNION WHICH IT HAS SIGNED, THE CONSTITUTION AND OTHER ACTS SHALL BE NO
LESS VALID FOR THE OTHER COUNTRIES THAT HAVE RATIFIED, ACCEPTED OR
APPROVED THEM.

" ARTICLE VI

(ARTICLE 17 AMENDED)

NOTIFICATION OF RATIFICATION AND OTHER FORMS OF APPROVAL OF THE ACTS OF
THE UNION

THE INSTRUMENTS OF RATIFICATION, ACCEPTANCE OR APPROVAL OF THE
CONSTITUTION AND THE ADDITIONAL PROTOCOLS THERETO AND SUCH
INSTRUMENTS OF THE OTHER ACTS OF THE UNION SHALL BE DEPOSITED AS SOON
AS POSSIBLE WITH THE DIRECTOR OF THE CENTRAL OFFICE, WHO SHALL NOTIFY
THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE OTHER MEMBER~COUNTRIES OF THESE DEPOSITS.

ARTICLE VI
(ARTICLE 18 AMENDED)

ACCESSION TO THE ACTS OF THE UNION

1 MEMBER-COUNTRIES WHICH HAVE NOT SIGNED THE CONSTITUTION AND THE
ADDITIONAL PROTOCOLS THERETO AND THE OTHER ACTS OF THE UNION MAY
ACCEDE TO THEM AT ANY TIME.

2. FORMAL DECLARATIONS OF ACCESSION SHALL BE SENT TO THE DIRECTOR OF

THE CENTRAL OFFICE, WHO SHALL NOTIFY THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE MEMBER-
COUNTRIES OF THESE DEPOSITS.

ARTICLE VI
(ARTICLE 19 AMENDED)

PRESENTATION OF PROPOSALS
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1. THE POSTAL ADMINISTRATION OF A MEMBER-COUNTRY HAS THE RIGHT TO
PRESENT TO CONGRESS PROPOSALS CONCERNING THE ACTS OF THE UNION.

2. HOWEVER, PROPOSALS CONCERNING THE PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER V OF THE
GENERAL REGULATIONS MAY BE SUBMITTED BETWEEN CONGRESSES.

ARTICLE X
(ARTICLE 20 AMENDED)

AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION

1. TO BE ADOPTED, PROPOSALS SUBMITTED TO CONGRESS AND RELATING TO
THIS CONSTITUTION MUST BE APPROVED BY AT LEAST TWO-THIRDS OF THE
MEMBER-~- COUNTRIES OF THE UNION.

2. AMENDMENTS OF THE CONSTITUTION ADOPTED BY A CONGRESS SHALL FORM
THE SUBJECT OF AN ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL OF THE CONSTITUTION AND SHALL
ENTER INTO FORCE FROM THE DATE SET FORTH IN SUCH PROTOCOL. THEY SHALL
BE RATIFIED, ACCEPTED OR APPROVED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE BY MEMBER-
COUNTRIES AND THE INSTRUMENTS OF SUCH RATIFICATION, ACCEPTANCE OR
APPROVAL SHALL BE DEALT WITH IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROCEDURE LAID
DOWN IN ARTICLE 17.

ARTICLE X
(ARTICLE 21 AMENDED)

AMENDMENT OF THE GENERAL REGULATIONS

1. THE GENERAL REGULATIONS DEFINE THE CONDITIONS TO BE FULFILLED FOR
THE APPROVAL OF PROPOSALS WHICH CONCERN THEM.

2. AMENDMENTS OF THE GENERAL REGULATIONS ADOPTED BY A CONGRESS
SHALL FORM THE SUBJECT OF AN ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL OF THE GENERAL
REGULATIONS AND SHALL ENTER INTO FORCE FROM THE DATE SET FORTH IN SUCH
PROTOCOL. THEY SHALL BE RATIFIED, ACCEPTED OR APPROVED AS SOON AS
POSSIBLE BY MEMBER COUNTRIES AND THE INSTRUMENTS OF SUCH RATIFICATION,

KL
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ACCEPTANCE OR APPROVAL SHALL BE DEALT WITH IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE
PROCEDURE LAID DOWN IN ARTICLE 17.

ARTICLE X1

ENTRY INTO FORCE AND DURATION OF THE ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL TO THE
CONSTITUTION OF THE ASIAN~PACIFIC POSTAL UNION

THIS ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL SHALL COME INTO FORCE ON 1 JULY 1997 AND SHALL
REMAIN IN FORCE FOR AN INDEFINITE PERIOD.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF THE PLENIPOTENTIARIES OF THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE
MEMBER-COUNTRIES HAVE DRAWN UP THIS ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL, WHICH SHALL
HAVE THE SAME FORCE AND THE SAME VALIDITY AS IF ITS PROVISIONS WERE
INSERTED IN THE TEXT OF THE CONSTITUTION ITSELF, AND HAVE SIGNED IT IN A
SINGLE ORIGINAL WHICH SHALL BE DEPOSITED WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
MEMBER-COUNTRY IN WHICH THE CENTRAL OFFICE IS SITUATED. A COPY THEREOF
SHALL BE DELIVERED TO EACH MEMBER-COUNTRY BY THAT GOVERNMENT.

DONE AT SINGAPORE, SEPTEMBER 12, 1995.
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