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GENERAL FISHERIES COUNCIL FOR THE MEDITERRANEAN

AGREEMENT

As amended by the
General Fisheries Council for the Mediterranean
on 22 May 1963 by its First Special Session,
Rome, 21-22 May 1963,
and on 1 July 1976 by its Thirteenth Session,
Rome, 28 June-2 July 1976

PREAMBLE

The Contracting Governments having a mutual interest in the development and proper
utilization of the living marine resources of the Mediterranean and the Black Sea and
connecting waters, and desiring to further the attainment of their objectives through
international cooperation which would be furthered by the establishment of a General
Fisheries Council for the Mediterranean, agree as follows:

ARTICLE I
The Council

1. The Contracting Governments hereby establish within the framework of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (hereinafter referred to as "the Organization")
a Council to be known as the General Fisheries Council for the Mediterranean (hereinafter
referred to as "the Council”), for the purpose of exercising the functions and discharging the
responsibilities set forth in Article III below.

2. The Members of the Council shall be such Member Nations and Associate Members of
the Organization and such non-member States as are members of the United Nations, any of
its Specialized Agencies or the International Atomic Energy Agency, which accept this
Agreement in accordance with the provisions of Article XI below, it being understood that
these provisions shall not affect the membership status in the Council of such States that are
not Members of the United Nations, any of its Specialized Agencies or the International
Atomic Energy Agency as may have become parties to this Agreement prior to 22 May 1963.
As regards Associate Members, this Agreement shall, in accordance with the provisions of
Article XIV-5 of the Constitution and Rule XXI-3 of the General Rules of the Organization,
be submitted by the Organization to the authority having responsibility for the international
relations of such Associate Members.
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ARTICLE I
Organization

1. Each Member shall be represented at sessions of the Council by one delegate, who may
be accompanied by an alternate and by experts and advisers. Participation in meetings of the
Council by alternates, experts, and advisers shall not entail the right to vote, except in the
case of an alternate who is acting in the place of a delegate during his absence.

2. Each Member shall have one vote. Decisions of the Council shall be taken by a
majority of the votes cast, except as otherwise provided by this Agreement. A majority of
the total membership of the Council shall constitute a quorum.

3. The Council shall elect a Chairman and two Vice-Chairmen.

4. The Chairman of the Council shall normally convene a regular session of the Council
at least once every two years unless otherwise directed by a majority of the Members. The
site and date of all sessions shall be determined by the Council in consultation with the
Director-General of the Organization.

5. The seat of the Council shall be at the Headquarters of the Organization in Rome.

6. The Organization shall provide the Secretariat for the Council and the Director-General
shall appoint its Secretary, who shall be administratively responsible to him.

7.  The Council may, by a two-thirds majority of its membership, adopt and amend its own
Rules of Procedure which shall be consistent with the General Rules of the Organization.
The Rules of the Council and any amendments thereto shall come into force as from the date
of approval by the Director-General of the Organization.

ARTICLE III
Functions
The purpose of the Council shall be to promote the development, conservation, rational
management and best utilization of living marine resources, and to these ends it shall have
the following functions and responsibilities:

a) to keep under review the state of these resources, including their abundance and the
level of their exploitation, as well as the state of the fisheries based thereon;

b) to formulate and recommend, in accordance with the provisions of Article V,
appropriate measures:
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(i)  for the conservation and rational management of living marine resources, including
measures:

regulating fishing methods and fishing gear,
prescribing the minimum size for individuals of specified species,
establishing open and closed fishing seasons and areas,

regulating the amount of total catch and fishing effort and their allocation among
Members,

(ii) for the implementation of these recommendations;

¢) to keep under review the economic and social aspects of the fishing industry and
recommend any measures aimed at its development;

d) to-encourage, recommend, coordinate and, as appropriate, undertake training and
extension activities in all aspects of fisheries;

e) to encourage, recommend, coordinate and, as appropriate, undertake research and
development activities, including cooperative projects in the areas of fisheries and the
protection of living marine resources;

f) to assemble, publish or disseminate information regarding exploitable living marine
resources and fisheries based on these resources;

g) to carry out such other activities as may be necessary for the Council to achieve its
purpose as defined above.
ARTICLE IV
Region
The Council shall carry out the functions and responsibilities set forth in Article III in

the region as referred to in the Preamble.

ARTICLE V

+ M.

Recq dations on M. es

1. The recommendations referred to in Article III, paragraph b), shall be adopted by a two-
thirds majority of Members of the Council present and voting. The text of such
recommendations shall be communicated by the Chairman of the Council to each Member.

ne-
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2. Subject to the provisions of this Article, the Members of the Council undertake to give
effect to any recommendations made by the Council under Article III, paragraph b), from
the date determined by the Council which shall not be before the period for objection
provided for in this Article has elapsed.

3. Any Member of the Council may within one hundred and twenty days from the date of
notification of a recommendation object to it and in that event shall not be under obligation
to give effect to that recommendation. In the event of an objection being made within the
one hundred and twenty days period any other Member may similarly object at any time
within a further period of sixty days. A Member may also at any time withdraw its objection
and give effect to a recommendation.

4. If objections to a recommendation are made by more than one-third of the Members of
the Council the other Members shall be relieved forthwith of any obligation to give effect to
that recommendation; nevertheless any or all of them may agree among themselves to give
effect to it.

5. The Chairman of the Council shall notify each Member immediately upon receipt of
each objection or withdrawal of objection.

ARTICLE VI
Reports

The Council shall transmit, after each session, to the Director-General of the
Organization, a report embodying its views, recommendations and decisions, and make such
other reports to the Director-General of the Organization as may seem to it necessary or
desirable. Reports of the committees and working parties of the Council provided for in
Article VII of the Agreement shall be transmitted to the Director-General of the Organization
through the Council.

ARTICLE VII
Committees, Working Parties and Specialists
1. The Council may establish temporary, special or standing committees to study and
report on matters pertaining to the purposes of the Council and working parties to study and
recommend on specific technical problems.
2. The committees and working parties referred to in paragraph 1 above shall be convened

by the Chairman of the Council at such times and places as are determined by the Chairman
in consultation with the Director-General of the Organization.



H R
VERER

o B EHOHENEERCORRECNS HR CHKE L o i O HEM B HAaE VR L #Eik

e+ ) A AR

< =R ORI ER S LR R G © SRHIEO Y oo R BT IR S KRN B RS R QRER D423k

© ERB~ QI 1 40 5\ QS e R IR 4610 1) Vb U 10° GO REREHOKIKL O S
o SRR QHHSIER R BT RHIKGGRIO L4k RGN © RRHEE0 LT IR SHEN B HE LR
X F b gt IR Y SR © R HRIE LY - S B-HE S - QAR L O 5 IR e

H<{K HEERVCHER

B 20 EEERVHKE S R-OHE LR O W LR e

HTRE% E

— O PIKEE B RO B R BN © dHdn L 3R e A0 SEEEERT L CIKIT IR PR O R L
H 0 S 2 SQWKII QI 13 LSRRG L A 4@ U0 QEREE L O 5 V7 1) 2.0 Qs ST X 13 1 i
QR REM D Rl

N EHEIECEE (FEROEE L2 S R4le° ) 510 LR S MK S FE R B4 © 4ido-u 4
o QI L B4 © 4 R BRI A0 A LK O BER L O S v 3 IR OB il U S s R B
o H IO BRI RGAKWD Kale®

o EEKC E v CEREGER UMK RIEK ORI - O R o BRSO R K SHREE L O S\
T RE R RERDT Ko

v BRNEEOREUE 0 MR £ 0i8E © FEHIn L IR K L B O VB ooEE L O S b EORHY
g 0 VEMERSIRApE ST Bin L QO UMK LR S VERE R AR RS N 8
ECH#U (VY KECEERCRBU LB SECHMKYRMOREHELOS Vv #R

A EE | SERER R

3. The Council may suggest to the Organization the recruitment or appointment of
specialists at the expense of the Organization, for the consideration of specific questions or
problems.

4. The establishment of committees and working parties referred to in paragraph 1 above
and the recruitment or appointment of specialists referred to in paragraph 3 above, shall be
subject to the availability of the necessary funds in the relevant chapter of the approved
budget of the Organization; the determination of such availability shall be made by the
Director-General of the Organization. Before taking any decision involving expenditures in
connexion with the establishment of committees and working parties and the recruitment or
appointment. of specialists, the Council shall have before it a report from the Director-
General of the Organization on the administrative and financial implications thereof.

ARTICLE vVII
Cooperation with International Organizations

The Council shall cooperate closely with other international organizations in matters of
mutual interest.

ARTICLE IX
Expenses

1. The expenses of delegates and their alternates, experts and advisers occasioned by
attendance at sessions of the Council and the expenses of representatives sent to committees
or working parties established in accordance with Article VII of this Agreement shall be
determined and paid by their respective governments.

2. The expenses of the Secretariat, including publications and communications and the
expenses incurred by the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of the Council, when performing
duties on behalf of the Council between Council sessions, shall be determined and paid by
the Organization within the limits of the relevant appropriations provided for in the budget
of the Organization.

3. The expenses of research and development projects undertaken by individual Members
of the Council, whether independently or upon recommendation of the Council, shall be
determined and paid by the governments concerned.

4. The expenses incurred in connexion with cooperative research or development projects
undertaken in accordance with the provisions of Article III, paragraph €) unless otherwise
available shall be determined and paid by the Members in the form and proportion to which
they shall mutually agree. Cooperative projects shall be submitted to the Council of the
Organization prior to implementation. Contributions for cooperative projects shall be paid

NISEN
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into a trust fund to be established by the Organization and shall be administered by the
Organization in accordance with the Financial Regulations and Rules of the Organization.

5. The expenses of experts invited, with the concurrence of the Director-General, to attend
meetings of the Council, committees or working parties in their individual capacity shall be
borne by the budget of the Organization.

ARTICLE X
Amendments

The General Fisheries Council for the Mediterranean may amend this Agreement by a
two-thirds majority of all the Members of this Council, any amendment becoming effective
only after concurrence of the Council of the Organization unless the latter considers it
desirable to refer the amendment to the Conference of the Organization for approval. An
amendment shall become effective as from the date of the decision of the Council or
Conference of the Organization, as appropriate. However, any amendment involving new
obligations for Members shall come into force with respect to each Member only on
acceptance of it by that Member. The instruments of acceptance of amendments involving
new obligations shall be deposited with the Director-General of the Organization who shall
inform all the Members of the General Fisheries Council for the Mediterranean, as well as
the Secretary-General of the United Nations, of the receipt of acceptances and the entry into
force of such amendments. The rights and obligations of any Member of the General
Fisheries Council for the Mediterranean that has not accepted an amendment involving
additional obligations shall continue to be governed by the provisions of this Agreement as
they stood prior to the amendment.

ARTICLE XI
Acceptance

1. This Agreement shall be open to acceptance by Member Nations or Associate Members
of the Organization.

2. The Council may, by a two-thirds majority of its membership, admit to membership
such other States that are Members of the United Nations, any of its Specialized Agencies
or the International Atomic Energy Agency as have submitted an application for membership
and a declaration made in a formal instrument that they accept this Agreement as in force at
the time of admission.

3. Participation in the activities of the Council by Members of the Council which are not
Members or Associate Members of the Organization shall be contingent upon the assumption
of such proportionate share in the expenses of the Secretariat as may be determined in the
light of the relevant provisions of the Financial Regulations of the Organization.
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4.  Acceptance of this Agreement by any Member Nation or Associate Member of the
Organization shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument of acceptance with the
Director-General of the Organization and shall take effect on receipt of such instrument by
the Director-General.

5. Acceptance of this Agreement by non-member nations of the Organization shall be
effected by the deposit of an instrument of acceptance with the Director-General of the
Organization. Membership shall become effective on the date on which the Council approves
the application for membership, in conformity with the provisions of paragraph 2 of this
Article.

6. The Director-General of the Organization shall inform all Members of the Council, all
Members Nations of the Organization and the Secretary-General of the United Nations of all
acceptances that have become effective.

7. Acceptance of this Agreement may be made subject to reservations which shall become
effective only upon unanimous approval by the Members of the Council. The Director-
General of the Organization shall notify forthwith all Members of the Council of any
reservations. Members of the Council not having replied within three months from the date

of the notification shall be deemed to have accepted the reservation. Failing such approval,
the nation making the reservation shall not become a party to this Agreement.

ARTICLE XII
Entry into force
This Agreement shall enter into force as from the date of receipt of the fifth instrument
of acceptance.
ARTICLE XIII
Territorial Application
The Members of the Council shall, when accepting this Agreement, state explicitly to
which territories their participation shall extend. In the absence of such a declaration,
participation shall be deemed to apply to all the territories for the international relations of
which the Member is responsible. Subject to the provisions of Article XIV below, the scope
of the territorial application may be modified by a subsequent declaration.
ARTICLE XIV

Withdrawal

1. Any Member may withdraw from this Agreement at any time after the expiration of two

i |
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years from the date upon which the Agreement entered into force with respect to that
Member, by giving written notice of such withdrawal to the Director-General of the
Organization who shall immediately inform all the Members of the Council and the Member
Nations of the Organization of such withdrawal. Notice of withdrawal shall become effective
three months from the date of its receipt by the Director-General.

2. A Member of the Council may give notice of withdrawal with respect to one or more
of the territories for the international relations of which it is responsible. When a Member
gives notice of its own withdrawal from the Council it shall state to which territory or
territories the withdrawal is to apply. In the absence of such a declaration, the withdrawal
shall be deemed to apply to all the territories for the international relations of which the
member of the Council is responsible, with the exception of Associate Members.

3. Any Member of the Council that gives notice of withdrawal from the Organization shall
be deemed to have simultaneously withdrawn from the Council, and this withdrawal shall be
deemed to apply to all the territories for the international relations of which the Member
concerned is responsible, except that such withdrawal shall not be deemed to apply to an
Associate Member.

ARTICLE XV
Interpretation and Settlement of Disputes

Any dispute regarding the interpretation or application of this Agreement, if not settled
by the Council, shall be referred to a committee composed of one member appointed by each
of the parties to the dispute, and in addition an independent chairman chosen by the members
of the committee. The recommendations of such a committee, while not binding in
character, shall become the basis for renewed consideration by the parties concerned of the
matter out of which the disagreement arose. If as the result of this procedure the dispute is
not settled, it shall be referred to the International Court of Justice in accordance with the
Statute of the Court, unless the parties to the dispute agree to another method of settlement.

ARTICLE XVI
Termination
This Agreement shall be automatically terminated if and when, as the result of

withdrawals, the number of Members of the Council drops below five, unless the remaining
Members unanimously decide otherwise.
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ARTICLE XVII
Certification and Registration

The text of this Agreement was originally formulated at Rome on the 24th day of
September one thousand nine hundred and fortynine in the French language. Two copies in
the English, French and Spanish languages of this Agreement as amended on the 22nd day
of May one thousand nine hundred and sixtythree by the First Special Session and on the 1st
day of July one thousand nine hundred and seventysix by the Thirteenth Session of the
Genera! Fisheries Council for the Mediterranean, shall after approval by the Council or
Conference of the Organization, as appropriate, be certified by the Chairman of the
Conference or Council of the Organization and by the Director-General of the Organization.
One of these copies shall be deposited in the archives of the Organization. The other copy
shall be transmitted to the Secretary-Gereral of the United Nations for registration. In
addition, the Director-General shall certify copies of this Agreement and transmit one copy
to each Member Nation of the Organization and to such non-member nations of the
Organization that are or may become parties to this Agreement.
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