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A coastal State which is a member of or has a bilateral agreement with
an international organization, and in whose exclusive economic zone or on
whose continental shelf that organization wants to carry out a marine
scientific research project, directly or under its auspices, shall be deemed
to have authorized the project to be carried out in conformity with the agreed
specifications if that State approved the detailed project when the decision
was made by the organization for the undertaking of the project, or is willing
to participate in it, and has not expressed any objection within four months
of notification of the project by the organization to the coastal State.

Article 248
Duty to provide information to the coastal State

States and competent international organizations which intend to
undertake marine scientific research in the exclusive economic zone or on the
continental shelf of a coastal State shall, not less than six months in
advance of the expected starting date of the marine scientific research
project, provide that State with a full description of:

(a) the nature and objectives of the project;

(b) the method and means to be used, including name, tonnage, type and
class of vessels and a description of scientific equipment

(c) the precise geographical areas in which the project is to be
conducteds

(@) the expected date of first appearance and final departure of the
research vessels, or deployment of the equipment and its removal,
as appropriate;

(e) the name of the sponsoring institution, its director, and the
person in charge of the project; and

(£) the extent to which it is considered that the coastal State should
be able to participate or to be represented in the project.

Articley 249
Duty to comply with certain conditions

1. States and competent international organizations when undertaking
marine scientific research in the exclusive economic zone or on the
continental shelf of a coastal State shall comply with the following
conditions:

{a) ensure the right of the coastal State, if it so desires, to
participate or be represented in the marine scientific research
project, especially on board research vessels and other craft or
scientific research installations, when practicable, without
payment of any remuneration to the scientists of the coastal State
and without obligation to contribute towards the costs of the
project

(b) provide the coastal State, at its request, with preliminary

reports, as soon as practicable, and with the final results and
conclusions after the completion of the research;
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(c) undertake to provide access for the coastal State, at its request,
to all data and samples derived from the marine scientific research
project and likewise to furnish it with data which may be copied
and samples which may be divided without detriment to their
scientific value;

(d) if requested, provide the coastal State with an assessment of such
data, samples and research results or provide assistance in their
assessment or interpretation;

(e} ensure, subject to paragraph 2, that the research results are made
internationally available through appropriate national or
international channels, as soon as practicablej

(f) inform the coastal State immediately of any major change in the
research programmej

(g) unless otherwise agreed, remove the scientific research
installations or equipment once the research is completed.

2. This article is without prejudice to the conditions established by
the laws and regulations of the coastal State for the exercise of its
discretion to grant or withhold consent pursuant to article 246, paragraph S,
including requiring prior agreement for making internationally available the
research results of a project of direct significance for the exploration and
exploitation of natural resources.

Article 250
Communications concerning marine scientific research

projects

Communications concerning the marine scientific research projects shall
be made through appropriate official channels, unless otherwise agreed.

Article 251
General criteria and guidelines

States shall seek to promote through competent international
organizations the establishment of general criteria and guidelines to assist
States in ascertaining the nature and implications of marine scientific
research.

Article 252
Implied consent

States or competent international organizations may proceed with a
marine scientific research project six months after the date upon which the
information required pursuant to article 248 was provided to the coastal State
unless within four months of the receipt of the communication containing such
information the coastal State has informed the State or organization
conducting the research that:

(a) it has withheld its consent under the provisions of article 246y or
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(b) the information given by that State or competent international
organization regarding the nature or objectives of the project does
not conform to the manifestly evident facts; or

(¢) it requires supplementary information relevant to conditions and
the information provided for under articles 248 and 249; or

(d) outstanding obligations exist with respect to a previous marine
scientific research project carried out by that State or
organization, with regard to conditions established in article 249.

Article 253
Suspension or cessation of marine scientific research
activities

1. A coastal State shall have the right to require the suspension of
any marine scientific research activities in progress within its exclusive
economic zone or on its continental shelf if:

(a) the research activities are not being conducted in accordance with
the information communicated as provided under article 248 upon
which the consent of the coastal State was based; or

(b) the State or competent international organization conducting the
research activities fails to comply with the provisions of article
249 concerning the rights of the coastal State with respect to the
marine scientific research project.

2. A coastal State shall have the right to require the cessation of any
marine scientific research activities in case of any non-compliance with the
provisions of article 248 which amounts to a major change in the research
project or the research activities.

3. A coastal State may also require cessation of marine scientific
research activities if any of the situations contemplated in paragraph 1l are
not rectified within a reasonable period of time.

4. Following notification by the coastal State of its decision to order
suspension or cessation, States or competent international organizations
authorized to conduct marine scientific research activities shall terminate
the research activities that are the subject of such a notification.

5. An order of suspension under paragraph 1 shall be lifted by the
coastal State and the marine scientific research activities allowed to
continue once the researching State or competent international organization
has complied with the conditions required under articles 248 and 249,

Article 254
Rights of neighbouring land-locked and geographically

disadvantaged States

1. States and competent international organizations which have
submitted to a coastal State a project to undertake marine scientific research
referred to in article 246, paragraph 3, shall give notice to the neighbouring
land-locked and geographically disadvantaged States of the proposed research
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project, and shall notify the coastal State thereof.

2. After the consent has been given for the proposed marine scientific
research project by the coastal State concerned, in accordance with article
246 and other relevant provisions of this Convention, States and competent
international organizations undertaking such a project shall provide to the
neighbouring land-locked and geographically disadvantaged States, at their
request and when appropriate, relevant information as specified in article 248
and article 249, paragraph 1(f).

3. The neighbouring land~locked and geographically disadvantaged States
referred to above shall, at their request, be given the opportunity to
participate, whenever feasible, in the proposed marine scientific research
project through qualified experts appointed by them and not objected to by the
coastal State, in accordance with the conditions agreed for the project, in
conformity with the provisions of this Convention, between the coastal State
concerned and the State or competent international organizations conducting
the marine scientific research.

4. States and competent international organizations referred to in
paragraph 1 shall provide to the above-mentioned land-locked and
geographically disadvantaged States, at their request, the information and
assistance specified in article 249, paragraph 1(d), subject to the provisions
of article 249, paragraph 2.

Article 255
Measures to facilitate marine scientific research and assist
research vessels

States shall endeavour to adopt reasonable rules, regulations and
procedures to promote and facilitate marine scientific research conducted in
accordance with this Convention beyond their territorial sea and, as
appropriate, to facilitate, subject to the provisions of their laws and
regulations, access to their harbours and promote assistance for marine
scientific research vessels which comply with the relevant provisions of this
Part.

Article 256
Marine scientific research in_the Area

All states, irrespective of their geographical location, and competent
international organizations have the right, in conformity with the provisions
of Part XI, to conduct marine scientific research in the Area.

Article 257
Marine scientific research in the water column beyond the
exclusive economic zone

All states, irrespective of their geographical location, and competent
international organizations have the right, in conformity with this
Convention, to conduct marine scientific research in the water column beyond
the limits of the exclusive economic zone.

SECTION 4. SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH INSTALLATIONS OR
EQUIPMENT IN THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT
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Article 258
Deployment and use

The deployment and use of any type of scientific research installations
or equipment in any area of the marine environment shall be subject to the
same conditions as are prescribed in this Convention for the conduct of marine
scientific research in any such area.

Article 259
Legal status

The installations or equipment referred to in this section do not
possess the status of islands. They have no territorial sea of their own, and
their presence does not affect the delimitation of the territorial sea, the
exclusive economic zone or the continental shelf.

Article 260
Safety zones

Safety zones of a reasonable breadth not exceeding a distance of 500
metres may be created around scientific research installations in accordance
with the relevant provisions of this Convention. All States shall ensure that
such gafety zones are respected by their vessels.

Article 261
Non-interference with shipping routes

The deployment and use of any type of scientific research installations
or equipment shall not constitute an obstacle to established international
shipping routes.

Article 262
Identification markings and warning signals

Installations or equipment referred to in this section shall bear
identification markings indicating the State of registry or the international
organization tc which they belong and shall have adequate internationally
agreed warning signals to ensure safety at sea and the safety of air
navigation, taking into account rules and standards established by competent
international organizations.

SECTION 5. RESPONSIBILITY AND LIABILITY

Article 263
Responsibility and liabilit

1. States and competent international organizations shall be
responsible for ensuring that marine scientific research, whether undertaken
by them or on their behalf, is conducted in accordance with this Convention.

2. states and competent international organizations shall be

responsible and liable for the measures they take in contravention of this
Convention in respect of marine scientific research conducted by other States,

I 1<K
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their natural or juridical persons or by competent international
organizations, and shall provide compensation for damage resulting from such
measures.

3. States and competent international organizations shall be
responsible and liable pursuant to article 235 for damage caused by pollution
of the marine environment arising out of marine sclentific research undertaken
by them or on their behalf.

SECTION 6. SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES AND INTERIM MEASURES

Article 264
Settlement of disputes

Disputes concerning the interpretation or application of the provisions
of thia Convention with regard to marine scientific research shall be settled
in accordance with Part XV, sections 2 and 3.

Article 265
Interim measures

Pending settlement of a dispute in accordance with Part XV, sections 2
and 3, the State or competent international organization authorized to conduct
a marine scientific research project shall not allow research activities to
commence or continue without the express consent of the coastal State
concerned.

PART XIV

DEVELOPMENT AND TRANSFER OF MARINE TECHNOLOGY

SECTION 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 266
Promotion of the development and transfer of marine

technology

1. States, directly or through competent international organizations,
shall co~operate in accordance with their capabilities to promote actively the
development and transfer of marine science and marine technology on fair and
reasonable terms and conditions.

2. States shall promote the development of the marine scientific and
technological capacity of States which may need and request technical
assistance in this field, particularly developing States, including
land-locked and geographically disadvantaged States, with regard to the
exploration, exploitation, conservation and management of marine resources,
the protection and preservation of the marine environment, marine scientific
research and other activities in the marine environment compatible with this
Convention, with a view to accelerating the social and economic development of
the developing States.
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3. States shall endeavour to foster favourable economic and legal
conditions for the transfer of marine technology for the benefit of all
parties concerned on an equitable basis.

Article 267
Protection of legitimate interests

States, in promoting co-operation pursuant to article 266, shall have
due regard for all legitimate interests including, inter alia, the rights and
duties of holders, suppliers and recipients of marine technology.

Article 268
Basic objectives

States, directly or through competent international organizations, shall
promote:

(a) the acquisition, evaluation and dissemination of marine
technological knowledge and facilitate access to such information
and dataj

{b) the development of appropriate marine technology)

(c) the development of the necessary technological infrastructure to
facilitate the transfer of marine technology;

(d) the development of human resources through training and education
of nationals of developing States and countries and especially the
nationals of the least developed among them;

(e) international co-operation at all levels, particularly at the
regional, subregional and bilateral levels.

Article 269
Measures to achieve the basic objectives

In order to achieve the objectives referred to in article 268, States,
directly or through competent international organizations, shall endeavour,
inter alia, to:

(a) establish programmes of technical co-operation for the effective
transfer of all kinds of marine technology to States which may need
and request technical assistance in this field, particularly the
developing land-locked and geographically disadvantaged States, as
well as other developing States which have not been able either to
establish or develop their own technological capacity in marine
science and in the exploration and exploitation of marine resources
or to develop the infrastructure of such technology}

(b) promote favourable conditions for the conclusion of agreements,
contracts and other similar arrangements, under equitable and
reasonable conditionsj

{c) hold conferences, seminars and symposia on scientific and
technological subjects, in particular on policies and methods for

1R
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the transfer of marine technology;

{d) promote the exchange of scientists and of technological and other
expertss

(e) undertake projects and promote joint ventures and other forms of
bilateral and multilateral co-operation.

SECTION 2. INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION

Article 270
Ways and means of international co-operation

International co-operation for the development and transfer of marine
technology shall be carried out, where feasible and appropriate, through
existing bilateral, regional or multilateral programmes, and also through
expanded and new programmes in order to facilitate marine scientific research,
the transfer of marine technology, particularly in new fields, and appropriate
international funding for ocean research and development.

Article 271
Guidelines, criteria and standards

States, directly or through competent international organizations, shall
promote the establishment of generally accepted guidelines, criteria and
standards for the transfer of marine technology on a bilateral basis or within
the framework of international organizations and other fora, taking into
account, in particular, the interests and needs of developing States.

Article 272
Co-ordination of international programmes

In the field of transfer of marine technology, States shall endeavour to
ensure that competent international organizations co-ordinate their
activities, including any regional or global programmes, taking into account
the interests and needs of developing States, particularly land-locked and
geographically disadvantaged States.

Article 273
Co~operation with international organizations and the

Authority

States shall co-operate actively with competent international
organizations and the Authority to encourage and facilitate the transfer to
developing States, their nationals and the Enterprise of skills and marine
technology with regard to activities in the Area.

Article 274
Objectives of the Authority

Subject to all legitimate interests including, inter alia, the rights
and duties of holders, suppliers and recipients of technology, the Authority,
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with regard to activities in the Area, shall ensure that:

(a) on the basis of the principle of equitable geographical
distribution, nationals of developing States, whether coastal,
land-locked or geographically disadvantaged, shall be taken on for
the purposes of training as members of the managerial, research and
technical staff constituted for its undertakingsj

(b) the technical documentation on the relevant equipment, machinery,
devices and processes is made available to all States, in
particular developing States which may need and request technical
assistance in this field;

(c) adequate provision is made by the Authority to facilitate the
acquisition of technical assistance in the field of marine
technology by States which may need and request it, in particular
developing States, and the acquisition by their nationals of the
necessary skills and know-how, including professional trainingy

(d) States which may need and request technical assistance in this
field, in particular developing States, are assisted in the
acquisition of necessary equipment, processes, plant and other

technical know-how through any financial arrangements provided for
in this Convention.

SECTION 3. NATIONAL AND REGIONAL MARINE SCIENTIFIC
AND TECHNOLOGICAL CENTRES

Article 275
Establishment of national centres

1. States, directly or through competent international organizations
and the Authority, shall promote the establishment, particularly in developing
coastal States, of national marine scientific and technological research
centres and the strengthening of existing national centres, in order to
stimulate and advance the conduct of marine scientific research by developing
coastal States and to enhance their national capabilities to utilize and
preserve their marine resources for their economic benefit.

2. States, through competent international organizations and the
Authority, shall give adequate support to facilitate the establishment and
strengthening of such national centres so as to provide for advanced training
facilities and necessary equipment, skills and know-how as well as technical
experts to such States which may need and request such assistance.

Article 276
Establishment of regional centres

1. States, in co-ordination with the competent international
organizations, the Authority and national marine scientific and technological
research institutions, shall promote the establishment of regional marine
scientific and technological research centres, particularly in developing
States, in order to stimulate and advance the conduct of marine sclentific
research by developing States and foster the transfer of marine technology.
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2. All states of a region shall co-operate with the regional centres
therein to ensure the more effective achievement of their objectives.

Article 277
Functions of regional centres

The functions of such regional centres shall include, inter alia:

(a) training and educational programmes at all levels on various
aspects of marine scientific and technological research,
particularly marine biology, including conservation and management
of living resources, oceanography, hydrography, engineering,
geological exploration of the sea-bed, mining and desalination
technologiess

(b) management studies;

(c) study programmes related to the protection and preservation of the
marine environment and the prevention, reduction and control of
pollutions

(d) organization of regional conferences, seminars and symposiaj

(e) acguisition and processing of marine scientific and technological
data and information;

(f) prompt dissemination of results of marine scientific and
technological research in readily available publications)

(g) publicizing national policies with regard to the transfer of marine
technology and systematic comparative study of those policies;

(h) compilation and systematization of information on the marketing of
technology and on contracts and other arrangements concerning
patents;

(1} technical co-operation with other States of the region.
SECTION 4. CO-OPERATION AMONG INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZAT IONS

Article 278
Co-operation among international organizations

The competent international organizations referred to in this Part and
in Part XIII shall take all appropriate measures to ensure, either directly or
in close co-operation among themselves, the effective discharge of their
functions and responsibilities under this Part.

PART XV
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SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

SECTION 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 279
Obligation to settle disputes by peaceful means

States Parties shall settle any dispute between them concerning the
interpretation or application of this Convention by peaceful means in
accordance with Article 2, paragraph 3, of the Charter of the United Nations
and, to this end, shall seek a solution by the means indicated in Article 33,
paragraph 1, of the Charter.

Article 280
Settlement of disputes by any peaceful means chosen by the parties

Nothing in this Part impairs the right of any States Parties to agree at
any time to settle a dispute between them concerning the interpretation or
application of this Convention by any peaceful means of their own choice.

Article 281
Procedure where no settlement has been reached by the parties

1. If the States Parties which are parties to a dispute concerning the
interpretation or application of this Convention have agreed to seek
settlement of the dispute by a peaceful means of their own choice, the
procedures provided for in this Part apply only where no settlement has been
reached by recourse to such means and the agreement between the parties does
not exclude any further procedure.

2. If the parties have also agreed on a time-limit, paragraph 1 applies
only upon the expiration of that time-limit.

Article 282
Obligations under general, regional or bilateral agreements

If the States Parties which are parties to a dispute concerning the
interpretation or application of this Convention have agreed, through a
general, regional or bilateral agreement or otherwise, that such dispute
shall, at the request of any party to the dispute, be submitted to a procedure
that entails a binding decision, that procedure shall apply in lieu of the
procedures provided for in this Part, unless the parties to the dispute
otherwise agree.

Article 283
Obligation to exchange views

1. When a dispute arises between States Parties concerning the
interpretation or application of this Convention, the parties to the dispute
shall proceed expeditiously to an exchange of views regarding its settlement
by negotiation or other peaceful means.

2. The parties shall also proceed expeditiously to an exchange of views

I 1 _RH
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where a procedure for the settlement of such a dispute has been terminated
without a settlement or where a settlement has been reached and the
circumstances require consultation regarding the manner of implementing the
settlement.

Article 284
Conciliation

1. A State Party which is a party to a dispute concerning the
interpretation or application of this Convention may invite the other party or
parties to submit the dispute to conciliation in accordance with the procedure
under Annex V, section 1, or another conciliation procedure.

2. If the invitation is accepted and if the parties agree upon the
conciliation procedure to be applied, any party may submit the dispute to that
procedure.

3, If the invitation is not accepted or the parties do not agree upon
the procedure, the conciliation proceedings shall be deemed to be terminated.

4. Unless the parties otherwise agree, when a dispute has been
submitted to conciliation, the proceedings may be terminated only in
accordance with the agreed conciliation procedure.

Article 285
Application of this section to disputes submitted pursuant
to Part XI

This section applies to any dispute which pursuant to Part XI, section
5, is to be settled in accordance with procedures provided for in this Part.
If an entity other than a State Party is a party to such a dispute, this
section applies mutatis mutandis.

SECTION 2. COMPULSORY PROCEDURES ENTAILING BINDING DECISIONS

Article 286
lication of procedures under this section

Subject to section 3, any dispute concerning the interpretation or
application of this Convention shall, where no settlement has been reached by
recourse to section 1, be submitted at the request of any party to the dispute
to the court or tribunal having jurisdiction under this section.

Article 287
Choice of procedure

1. When signing, ratifying or acceding to this Convention or at any
time thereafter, a State shall be free to choose, by means of a written
declaration, one or more of the following means for the settlement of disputes
concerning the interpretation or application of this Convention:
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(a) the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea established in
accordance with Annex VIj

(b) the International Court of Justicej
(c) an arbitral tribunal constituted in accordance with Annex VIIj

(d) a special arbitral tribunal constituted in accordance with Annex
VIII for one or more of the categories of disputes specified
therein.

2. A declaration made under paragraph 1 shall not affect or be affected
by the obligation of a State Party to accept the jurisdiction of the Sea-Bed
pisputes Chamber of the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea to the
axtent and in the manner provided for in Part XI, section 5

3. A State Party, which is a party to a dispute not covered by a
declaration in force, shall be deemed to have accepted arbitration in
accordance with Annex VII.

4. 1If the parties to a dispute have accepted the same procedure for the
settlement of the dispute, it may be submitted only to that procedure, unless
the parties otherwise agree.

5. If the parties to a dispute have not accepted the same procedure for
the settlement of the dispute, it may be submitted only to arbitration in
accordance wih Annex VII, unless the parties otherwise agree.

6. A declaration made under paragraph 1 shall remain in force until
three months after notice of revocation has been deposited with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

7. A new declaration, a notice of revocation or the expiry of a
declaration does not in any way affect proceedings pending before a court or
tribunal having jurisdiction under this article, unless the parties otherwise
agree.

8. Declarations and notices referred to in this article shall be
deposited with the Secretary~General of the United Nations, who shall transmit
coples thereof to the States Parties.

Article 288
Jurisdiction

1. A court or tribunal referred to in article 287 shall have
jurisdiction over any dispute concerning the interpretation or application of
this Convention which is submitted to it in accordance with this Part.

2. A court or tribunal referred to in article 287 shall also have
jurisdiction over any dispute concerning the interpretation or application of
an international agreement related to the purposes of this Convention, which
is submitted to it in accordance with the agreement.

3. The Sea-Bed Disputes Chamber of the International Tribunal for the
Law of the Sea established in accordance with Annex VI, and any other chamber

I RP
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or arbitral tribunal referred to in Part XI, section 5, shall have
jurisdiction in any matter which is submitted to it in accordance therewith.

4. In the event of a dispute as to whether a court or tribunal has
jurisdiction, the matter shall be settled by decision of that court or
tribunal,

Article 289
Experts

In any dispute involving scientific or technical matters, a court or
tribunal exercising jurisdiction under this section may, at the request of a
party or proprioc motu, select in consultation with the parties no fewer than
two scientific or technical experts chosen preferably from the relevant list
prepared in accordance with Annex VIII, article 2, to sit with the court or
tribunal but without the right to vote.

Article 290
Provisional measures

1. 1If a dispute has been duly submitted to a court or tribunal which
considers that prima facie it has jurisdiction under this Part or Part XI,
section 5, the court or tribunal may prescribe any provisional measures which
it considers appropriate under the circumstances to preserve the respective
rights of the parties to the dispute or to prevent serious harm to the marine
environment, pending the final decision.

2. Provisional measures may be modified or revoked as soon as the
circumstances justifying them have changed or ceased to exist.

3. Provisional measures may be prescribed, modified or revoked under
this article only at the request of a party to the dispute and after the
parties have been given an opportunity to be heard.

4. The court or tribunal shall forthwith give notice to the parties to
the dispute, and to such other States Parties as it considers appropriate, of
the prescription, modification or revocation of provisional measures.

S. Pending the constitution of an arbitral tribunal to which a dispute
is being submitted under this section, any court or tribunal agreed upon by
the parties or, failing such agreement within two weeks from the date of the
request for provisional measures, the International Tribunal for the Law of
the Sea or, with respect to activities in the Area, the Sea-Bed Disputes
Chamber, may prescribe, modify or revoke provisional measures in accordance
with this article if it considers that prima facie the tribunal which is to be
constituted would have jurisdiction and that the urgency of the situation so
requires. Once constituted, the tribunal to which the dispute has been
submitted may modify, revoke or affirm those provisional measures, acting in
conformity with paragraphs 1 to 4.

6. The parties to the dispute shall comply promptly with any
provisional measures prescribed under this article.
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Article 291
Access

1. All the dispute settlement procedures specified in this Part shall
be open to States Parties.

2. The dispute settlement procedures specified in this Part shall be
open to entities other than States Parties only as specifically provided for
in this Convention.

Article 292
Prompt release of vessels and crews

1. Wwhere the authorities of a State Party have detained a vessel flying
the flag of another State Party and it is alleged that the detaining State has
not complied with the provisions of this Convention for the prompt release of
the vessel or its crew upon the posting of a reasonable bond or other
financial security, the question of release from detention may be submitted to
any court or tribunal agreed upon by the parties or, failing such agreement
within 10 days from the time of detention, to a court or tribunal accepted by
the detaining State under article 287 or to the International Tribunal for the
Law of the Sea, unless the parties otherwise agree.

2. The application for release may be made only by or on behalf of the
flag State of the vessel.

3., The court or tribunal shall deal without delay with the application
for release and shall deal only with the question of release, without
prejudice to the merits of any case before the appropriate domestic forum
against the vessel, its owner or its crew. The authorities of the detaining
State remain competent to release the vessel or its crew at any time.

4. Upon the posting of the bond or other financial security determined
by the court or tribunal, the authorities of the detaining State shall comply
promptly with the decision of the court or tribunal concerning the release of
the vessel or its crew.

Article 293
Applicable law

1. A court or tribunal having jurisdiction under this section shall
apply this Convention and other rules of international law not incompatible
with this Convention.

2. Paragraph 1 does not prejudice the power of the court or tribunal
having jurisdiction under this section to decide a case ex aequo et bono, if
the parties so agree.

Article 294
Preliminary proceedings

1. A court or tribunal provided for in article 287 to which an
application is made in respect of a dispute referred to in article 297 shall
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