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AGREEMENT ON TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADE

Members,
Having regard to the Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade Negotiations;
Desiring to further the objectives of GATT 1994;

Recognizing the important contribution that international standards and conformity assessment
systems can make in this regard by improving efficiency of production and facilitating the conduct
of international trade;

Desiring therefore to encourage the development of such international standards and conformity
assessment systems;

Desiring however to ensure that technical regulations and standards, including packaging, marking
and labelling requirements, and procedures for assessment of conformity with technical regulations
and standards do not create unnecessary obstacles to international trade;

Recognizing that no country should be prevented from taking measures necessary to ensure
the quality of its exports, or for the protection of human, animal or plant life or health, of the
environment, or for the prevention of deceptive practices, at the levels it considers appropriate, subject
to the requirement that they are not applied in a manner which would constitute a means of arbitrary
or unjustifiable discrimination between countries where the same conditions prevai! or a disguised
restriction on international trade, and are otherwise in accordance with the provisions of this Agreement;

Recognizing that no country should be prevented from taking measures necessary for the
protection of its essential security interest;

Recognizing the contribution which international standardization can make to the transfer of
technology from developed to developing countries;

Recognizing that developing countries may encounter special difficulties in the formulation
and application of technical regulations and standards and procedures for assessment of conformity
with technical regulations and standards, and desiring to assist them in their endeavours in this regard;

Hereby agree as follows:

Article 1
General Provisions

1.1 General terms for standardization and procedures for assessment of conformity shall normally
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have the meaning given to them by definitions adopted within the United Nations system and by
international standardizing bodies taking into account their context and in the light of the object and
purpose of this Agreement.

1.2 However, for the purposes of this Agreement the meaning of the terms given in Annex 1 applies.

13 All products, including industrial and agricultural products, shall be subject to the provisions
of this Agreement.

1.4 Purchasing specifications prepared by governmental bodies for production or consumption
requirements of governmental bodies are not subject to the provisions of this Agreement but are addressed
in the Agreement on Government Procurement, according to its coverage.

1.5 The provisions of this Agreement do not apply to sanitary and phytosanitary measures as defined
in Annex A of the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures.

1.6 All references in this Agreement to technical regulations, standards and conformity assessment
procedures shall be construed to include any amendments thereto and any additions to the rules or the
product coverage thereof, except amendments and additions of an insignificant nature.

TECHNICAL REGULATIONS AND STANDARDS

Article 2

Preparation, Adoption and Application of Technical Regulations
by Central Government Bodies

With respect to their central government bodies:

2.1 Members shall ensure that in respect of technical regulations, products imported from the territory
of any Member shall be accorded treatment no less favourable than that accorded to like products of
national origin and to like products originating in any other country.

22 Members shall ensure that technical regulations are not prepared, adopted or applied with a
view to or with the effect of creating unnecessary obstacles to international trade. For this purpose,
technical regulations shall not be more trade-restrictive than necessary to fulfil a legitimate objective,
taking account of the risks non-fulfilment would create. Such legitimate objectives are, inter alia:
national security requirements; the prevention of deceptive practices; protection of human health or
safety, animal or plant life or health, or the environment. In assessing such risks, relevant elements
of consideration are, inter alia: available scientific and technical information, related processing
technology or intended end-uses of products.
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23 Technical regulations shall not be maintained if the circumstances or objectives giving rise
to their adoption no longer exist or if the changed circumstances or objectives can be addressed in
a less trade-restrictive manner.

24 es_m_.m 8&::3. regulations are required and relevant international standards exist or their

pletion is Members shall use them, or the relevant parts of them, as a basis for their
technical regulations except when such international standards or relevant parts would be an ineffective
or inappropriate means for the fulfilment of the legitimate objectives pursued, for instance because
of fundamental climatic or geographical factors or fundamental technological problems.

25 A Member preparing, adopting or applying a technical regulation which may have a significant
effect on trade of other Members shall, upon the request of another Member, explain the justification
for that technical regulation in terms of the provisions of paragraphs 2 to 4. Whenever a technical
regulation is prepared, adopted or applied for one of the legitimate objectives explicitly mentioned
inparagraph 2, and is in accordance with relevant international standards, it shall be rebuttably presumed
not to create an unnecessary obstacle to international trade.

2.6  With a view to harmonizing technical regulations on as wide a basis as possible, Members
shall play a full part, within the limits of their resources, in the preparation by appropriate international
standardizing bodies of international standards for products for which they either have adopted, or
expect to adopt, technical regulations.

2.7 Members shall give positive consideration to accepting as equivalent technical regulations of
other Members, even if these regulations differ from their own, provided they are satisfied that these
regulations adequately fulfil the objectives of their own regulations.

2.8 Wherever appropriate, Members shall specify technical regulations based on product requirements
in terms of performance rather than design or descriptive characteristics.

29 Whenever a relevant international standard does not exist or the technical content of a proposed
technical regulation is not in accordance with the technical content of relevant international standards,
and if the technical regulation may have a significant effect on trade of other Members, Members shall:

2.9.1 publish a notice in a publication at an early appropriate stage, in such a manner as
to enable interested parties in other Members to become acquainted with it, that they
propose to introduce a particular technical regulation;

2.9.2 notify other Members through the Secretariat of the products to be covered by the
proposed technical regulation, together with a brief indication of its objective and
rationale. Such notifications shall take place at an early appropriate stage, when
amendments can still be introduced and comments taken into account;
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2.9.3  upon request, provide to other Members particulars or copies of the proposed technical
regulation and, whenever possible, identify the parts which in substance deviate from
relevant international standards;

2.9.4 without discrimination, allow reasonable time for other Members to make comments
in writing, discuss these comments upon request, and take these written comments
and the results of these discussions into account.

2.10  Subjectto the provisions in the lead-in to paragraph 9, where urgent problems of safety, health,
enviconmental protection or national security arise or threaten to arise for a Member, that Member
may omit such of the steps enumerated in paragraph 9 as it finds necessary, provided that the Member,
upon adoption of a technical regulation, shall:

2.10.1 notify immediately other Members through the Secretariat of the particular technical
regulation and the products covered, with a brief indication of the objective and the
rationale of the technical regulation, including the nature of the urgent problems;

2.10.2 upon request, provide other Members with copies of the technical regulation;

2.10.3 without discrimination, allow other Members to present their comments in writing,
discuss these comments upon request, and take these written comments and the results
of these discussions into account.

2,11 Members shall ensure that all technical regulations which have been adopted are published
promptly or otherwise made available in such a manner as to enable interested parties in other Members
to become acquainted with them.

212 Except in those urgent circumstances referred to in paragraph 10, Members shall allow
reasonable interval between the publication of technical regulations and their entry into force in order
to allow time for producers in exporting Members. and particularly in developing country Members.,
to adapt their products or methods of production to the requirements of the importing Member.

Article 3

Preparation, Adoption and Application of Technical Reguiations
by Local Government Bodies and Non-Governmental Bodies

With respect to their local government and non-governmental bodies within their territories:

31 Members shall take such reasonable measures as may be available to them to ensure compliance
by such bodies with the provisions of Article 2, with the exception of the obligation to notify as referred
to in paragraphs 9.2 and 10.1 of Article 2.

3.2 Members shall ensure that the technical regulations of local governments on the level direct] y
below that of the central government in Members are notified in accordance with the provisions of
paragraphs 9.2 and 10.1 of Article 2, noting that notification shall not be required for technical
regulations the technical content of which is substantially the same as that of previous| y notified technical
regulations of central government bodies of the Member concerned.

1
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33 Members may require contact with other Members, including the notifications, provision of
information, comments and discussions referred to in paragraphs 9 and 10 of Article 2, to take place
through the central government.

34 Members shall not take measures which require or encourage local government bodies or non-
governmental bodies within their territories to act in a manner inconsistent with the provisions of
Article 2.

35 Members are fully responsible under this Agreement for the observance of all provisions of
Article 2. Members shall formulate and implement positive measures and mechanisms in support of
the observance of the provisions of Article 2 by other than central government bodies.

Article 4

Preparation, Adoption and Application
of Standards

4.1 Members shall ensure that their central government standardizing bodies accept and comply
with the Code of Good Practice for the Preparation, Adoption and Application of Standards in Annex 3
to this Agreement (referred to in this Agreement as the "Code of Good Practice”). They shall take
such reasonable measures as may be available to them to ensure that local government and non-
governmental standardizing bodies within their territories, as well as regional standardizing bodies
of which they or one or more bodies within their territories are members, accept and comply with
this Code of Good Practice. In addition, Members shall not take measures which have the effect of,
directly or indirectly, requiring or encouraging such standardizing bodies to actin amanner inconsistent
with the Code of Good Practice. The obligations of Members with respect to compliance of standardizing
bodies with the provisions of the Code of Good Practice shall apply irrespective of whether or not
a standardizing body has accepted the Code of Good Practice.

4.2 Standardizing bodies that have accepted and are complying with the Code of Good Practice
shall be acknowledged by the Members as complying with the principles of this Agreement.

CONFORMITY WITH TECHNICAL REGULATIONS AND STANDARDS

Article 5
Procedures for Assessment of Conformity by Central Government Bodies

5.1 Members shall ensure that, in cases where a positive assurance of conformity with technical
regulations or standards is required, their central government bodies apply the following provisions
to products originating in the territories of other Members:

5.1.1 conformity assessment procedures are prepared, adopted and applied so as to grant
access for suppliers of like products originating in the territories of other Members
under conditions no less favourable than those accorded to suppliers of like products
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51.2

of national origin or originating in any other country, in a comparable situation; access
entails suppliers’ right to an assessment of conformity under the rules of the procedure,
including, when foreseen by this procedure, the possibility to have conformity
assessment activities undertaken at the site of facilities and to receive the mark of the
system;

conformity assessment procedures are not prepared, adopted or applied with a view
to or with the effect of creating unnecessary obstacles to international trade. This means,
inter alia, that conformity assessment procedures shail not be more strict or be applied
more strictly than is necessary to give the importing Member adequate confidence that
products conform with the applicable technical regulations or standards, taking account
of the risks non-conformity would create.

When implementing the provisions of paragraph 1, Members shall ensure that;

521

522

523

5.2.4

525

conformity assessment procedures are undertaken and completed as expeditiously as
possible and in a no less favourabie order for products originating in the territories
of other Members than for like domestic products;

the standard processing period of each conformity assessment procedure is published
or that the anticipated prc ing period is cc icated to the applicant upon request;
whenreceiving an application, the competent body promptly examines the completeness
of the documentation and informs the applicant in a precise and complete manner of
all deficiencies; the comp body tr its as soon as possible the results of the
assessment in a precise and complete manner to the applicant so that corrective action
may be taken if necessary; even when the application has deficiencies, the competent
body proceeds as far as practicable with the conformity assessment if the applicant
s0 requests; and that, upon request, the applicant is informed of the stage of the
procedure, with any delay being explained;

information requirements are limited to what is necessary to assess conformity and
determine fees;

the confidentiality of information about products originating in the territories of other
Members arising from or supplied in connection with such conformity assessment
procedures is respected in the same way as for domestic products and in such a manner
that legitimate commercial interests are protected;

any fees imposed for assessing the conformity of products originating in the territories
of other Members are equitable in relation to any fees chargeable for assessing the
conformity of like products of national origin or originating in any other country, taking
into account communication, transportation and other costs arising from differences

= |l



EEORN

S ERREIHEE WD O R © E5R-VB S 0 IRHT 224810 1) 2 BRI (XERY O SO HE
IO B30 Q Ao

S OB L B 5 o 280 O BRI O M X IR O B EHEITX 1 © LB 1) B e B
Upneds 50 8 Apne®

SRS 0 ERREN S RS SIS M 5 001D A 42 81 STHNHIDE © I R BB 0
FAIREE T QR0 S LR LR 0 IR EHR 1 STIRMOE R BB o o R RIS 18
RS TR RAEIO M 5100 S0 RUEUITR RO £ 10 SEEO £18 5 {00 20 1K 0
S REHO£0°

N IR O BE R O F OB V0 £ MBI O S B O o0 £ KR N 02 U

R IHRHEREY NG 420 QbR ERIE e
2 SRVEeS

-0

L0 EE0T ERFERIEQ BV RTS ER OEERID O ARERD0-0Q s

3 EEE MR EEREN B EEEE I EIO N 500U 0 RS K S Q- el R 5
7 EEREEEORER 22 46 © RIS LR o QdESHE O v BEHIR R e U0 X 2 S HH R R
E0 00U STEEEHID ~ TFHON 18 1) 240 © BB RH-HK R R IR BT IR  ffil-
SMEES N AURBEKe® {2407 @207 FIR S MG FEEERIDEoRY <o®iHX
DBHHOKR FBEXSEROHENM LMK KE IIBOKG KK CROFHE L MGENER"
HE P REHX B HUEHH - O M B-E L 4o MNEHFHI -~ B@IX 20 20 O ERBER
BIMPSEME N O VTS 20808 DOBORESS 90 U’ QIR BIERDD” 4R
SRR
2 BEED MEOEHEERRL 0 S PV UeEoN S BN QA0 ERNENe 2R EUHEEhRe &
R O $BdMX B AT BSOS P o L B R OIBHRE VKISR0 Q
Ufore®

5 RS O Y S ORI R LR B 0 BRI~ BEATR R & Z IOX 40 B R Q
R E TS P RSO )2 4 ORI 0 < LB 0 EH O BRI ORISR T L O M S B oW
4024Q 5 17 STRGEER B iR e 2 0 SEH © XIS 2 #r- S X 40 £ R ire-um st S
KO HTHmw e

R B

between location of facilities of the applicant and the conformity assessment body;

5.2.6 the siting of facilities used in conformity assessment procedures and the selection of
samples are not such asto < yincon to appticants or their agents;

5.2.7 whenever specifications of a product are changed subseq 1o the determination of
its conformity to the applicable technical regulations or standards, the conformity
assessment procedure for the modified product is limited to what is necessary to
determine whether adequate confidence exists that the product still meets the technical

regulations or standards concerned;

5.2.8 a procedure exists to review complaints concerning the operation of a conformity
procedure and to take ive action when a complaint is justified.

53 Nothing in paragraphs 1 and 2 shall prevent Members from carrying out reasonable spot checks
within their territories.

5.4 Incases where a positive assurance is required that products conform with technical regulations
or standards, and _.m_m<w.= wEa& or recommendations issued by international standardizing bodies exist
or their completion is i Members shall ensure that central government bodies use them, or
the relevant parts of them, as a basis for their conformity assessment procedures, except where, as
duly explained upon request, such guides or recommendations or relevant parts are inappropriate for
the Members concerned, for, infer alia, such reasons as: national security requirements; the prevention
of deceptive practices; protection of human health or safety, animal or plant life or health, or the
environment; fundamental climatic or other geographical factors; fundamental technological or
infrastructural problems.

5.5  With a view to harmonizing conformity assessment procedures on as wide a basis as possibie,
Members shall play a full part, within the limits of their resources, in the preparation by appropriate
international standardizing bodies of guides and recommendations for conformity assessment procedures.

5.6  Whenever a relevant guide or recommendation issued by an international standardizing body
does not exist or the technical content of a proposed conformity procedure is not in accordance
with relevant guides and recommendations issued by intérnational standardizing bodies, and if the
conformity assessment procedure may have a significant effect on trade of other Members, Members
shall:
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5.6.1 publish a notice in a publication at an early appropriate stage, in such a manner as
to enable interested parties in other Members to b quainted with it, that they
propose to introduce a particular conformity assessment procedure;

5.6.2 notify other Members through the Secretariat of the products to be covered by the
proposed conformity assessment procedure, together with a brief indication of its
objective and rationale. Such notifications shall take place at an early appropriate stage,
when amendments can still be introduced and comments taken into account;

5.6.3 uponrequest, provide to other Members particulars or copies of the proposed procedure
and, whenever possible, identify the parts which in substance deviate from relevant
guides or recommendations issued by international standardizing bodies;

5.6.4 without discrimination, allow reasonable time for other Members to make comments
in writing, discuss these comments upon request, and take these written comments
and the results of these discussions into account.

57 Subject to the provisions in the lead-in to paragraph 6, where urgent problems of safety, health,
environmental protection or national security arise or threaten to arise for a Member, that Member
may omit such of the steps enumerated in paragraph 6 as it finds necessary, provided that the Member,
upon adoption of the procedure, shall:

5.7.1 notify immediately other Members through the Secretariat of the particular procedure
and the products covered, with a brief indication of the objective and the rationale of
the procedure, including the nature of the urgent problems;

5.7.2  upon request, provide other Members with copies of the rules of the procedure;

5.7.3 without discrimination, allow other Members to present their comments in writing,
discuss these comments upon request, and take these written comments and the resulis
of these discussions into account.

5.8 Members shall ensure that all conformity assessment procedures which have been adopted are
published promptly or otherwise made available in such a manner as to enable interested parties in
other Members to become acquainted with them.

59 Except in those urgent circumstances referred to in paragraph 7, Members shall aliow a
reasonable interval between the publication of requirements concerning conformity assessment procedures
and their entry into force in order to allow time for producers in exporting Members, and particularly
in developing country Members, to adapt their products or methods of production to the requirements
of the importing Member.

Article 6

Recognition of Conformity Assessment by Central Government Bodies

R H
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With respect to their central government bodies:

6.1 Without prejudice to the provisions of paragraphs 3 and 4, Members shall ensure, whenever
possible, that results of conformity assessment procedures in other Members are accepted, even when
those procedures differ from their own, provided they are satisfied that those procedures offer an
assurance of conformity with applicable technical regulations or standards equivalent to their own
procedures. It is recognized that prior consultations may be necessary in order to arrive at a mutually
satisfactory understanding regarding, in particular:

6.1.1 adequate and enduring technical competence of the relevant conformity assessment
bodies in the exporting Member, so that confidence in the continued reliability of their
conformity assessment results can exist; in this regard, verified compliance, for instance
through accreditation, with relevant guides or recommendations issued by international
standardizing bodies shall be taken into account as an indication of adequate technical
competence;

6.1.2 limitation of the acceptance of conformity assessment results to those produced by
designated bodies in the exporting Member.

6.2 Members shall ensure that their conformity assessment procedures permit, as far as practicable,
the implementation of the provisions in paragraph 1.

6.3 Members are encouraged, at the request of other Members, to be willing to enter into negotiations
for the conclusion of agreements for the mutual recognition of results of each other’s conformity

proced Members may require that such agreements fulfil the criteria of paragraph 1
and give mutual satisfaction regarding their potential for facilitating trade in the products concerned.

6.4  Members are encouraged to permit participation of conformity assessment bodies located in
the territories of other Members in their conformity assessment procedures under conditions no less
favourable than those accorded to bodies located within their territory or the territory of any other
country.

Article 7
Procedures for Assessment of Conformity by Local Government Bodies
With respect to their local government bodies within their territories:
7.1 Members shall take such reasonable measures as may be available to them to ensure compliance

by such bodies with the provisions of Articles S and 6, with the exception of the obligation to notify
as referred to in paragraphs 6.2 and 7.1 of Article 5.
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7.2 Members shall ensure that the conformity assessment procedures of local governments on the
level directly below that of the central government in Members are notified in accordance with the
provisions of paragraphs 6.2 and 7.1 of Article 5, noting that notifications shall not be required for
conformity assessment procedures the technical content of which is substantially the same as that of
previously notified conformity assessment procedures of central government bodies of the Members
concerned.

73 Members may require contact with other Members, including the notifications, provision of
information, comments and discussions referred to in paragraphs 6 and 7 of Article 5, to take place
through the central government.

7.4 Members shall not take measures which require or encourage local government bodies within
their territories to act in a manner inconsistent with the provisions of Articles 5 and 6.

X

7.5  Members are fully resp under this Agreement for the observance of all provisions of
Articles 5and 6. Members shall formulate and implement positive measures and mechanisms in support
of the observance of the provisions of Articles § and 6 by other than central government bodies.

Article 8
Procedures for Assessment of Conformity by Non-Governmental Bodies

8.1 Members shall take such reasonable measures as may be available to them to ensure that non-
governmental bodies within their territories which operate conformity assessment procedures comply
with the provisions of Articles 5 and 6, with the exception of the obligation to notify proposed conformity
assessment procedures. In addition, Members shall not take which have the effect of, directly
or indirectly, requiring or encouraging such bodies to act in a manner inconsistent with the provisions
of Articles 5 and 6.

8.2 Members shall ensure that their central government bodies rely on conformity assessment
procedures operated by non-governmental bodies only if these latter bodies comply with the provisions
of Articles 5 and 6, with the exception of the obligation to notify proposed conformity assessment
procedures.

Article 9
International and Regional Systems

9.1 Where a positive assurance of conformity with a technical regulation or standard is required,
Members shall, wherever practicable, formulate and adopt international systems for conformity
assessment and become members thereof or participate therein.

9.2 Members shall take such reasonable measures as may be available to them to ensure that
international and regional systems for conformity assessment in which relevant bodies within their
territories are members or participants comply with the provisions of Articles 5 and 6. In addition,
Members shall not take any measures which have the effect of, directly or indirectly, requiring or
encouraging such systems to act in a manner inconsistent with any of the provisions of Articles 5 and 6.

R4
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9.3 Members shall ensure that their central government bodies rely on international or regional
conformity assessment systems only to the extent that these systems comply with the provisions of
Articles 5 and 6, as applicable.

INFORMATION AND ASSISTANCE

Article 10

Information About Technical Regulations, Standards and
Conformity Assessment Procedures

10.1  Each Member shall ensure that an enquiry point exists which is able to answer all reasonable
enquiries from other Members and interested parties in other Members as well as to provide the relevant
documents regarding:

10.1.1 any technical regulations adopted or proposed within its territory by central or local
government bodies, by non-governmental bodies which have legal power to enforce
a technical regulation, or by regional standardizing bodies of which such bodies are
members or participants;

10.1.2 any standards adopted or proposed within its territory by central or local government
bodies, or by regional standardizing bodies of which such bodies are members or
participants;

10.1.3 any conformity assessment procedures, or proposed conformity assessment procedures,
which are operated within its territory by central or local government bodies, or by
non-governmental bodies which have legal power to enforce a technical regulation,
or by regional bodies of which such bodies are members or participants;

10.1.4 the membership and participation of the Member, or of relevant central or local
government bodies within its territory, in international and regional standardizing bodies
and conformity assessment systems, as well as in bilateral and multilateral arrangements
within the scope of this Agreement; it shall also be able to provide reasonable
information on the provisions of such systems and arrangements;

10.1.5 the location of notices published pursuant to this Agreement, or the provision of
information as to where such information can be obtained; and

10.1.6 the location of the enquiry points mentioned in paragraph 3.

10.2  If, however, for legal or administrative reasons more than one enquiry point is established
by a Member, that Member shall provide to the other Members complete and unambiguous information
on the scope of responsibility of each of these enquiry points. In addition, that Member shall ensure
that any enquiries addressed to an incorrect enquiry point shall prompily be conveyed to the correct
enquiry point.

10.3  Each Member shall take such r bl ilable to it to ensure that one

as may be
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or more enquiry points exist which are able to answer all reasonable enquiries from other Members
and interested parties in other Members as well as to provide the relevant documents or information
as to where they can be obtained regarding:

10.3.1 any standards adopted or proposed within its territory by non-governmental standardizing
bodies, or by regional standardizing bodies of which such bodies are members or
participants; and

10.3.2 anyconformity assessment procedures, or proposed conformity assessment procedures,
which are operated within its territory by non-governmental bodies, or by regional
bodies of which such bodies are members or participants;

10.3.3 the membership and participation of relevant non-governmental bodies within its territory
in international and regional standardizing bodies and conformity assessment systems,
as well as in bilateral and multilateral arrangements within the scope of this Agreement;
they shall also be able to provide reasonable information on the provisions of such
systems and arrangements.

10.4  Members shall take such reasonable measures as may be available to them to ensure that where
copies of doc are req d by other Members or by interested parties in other Members, in
accordance with the provisions of this Agreement, they are supplied at an equitable price (if any) which
shall, apart from the real cost of delivery, be the same for the nationals' of the Member concerned
or of any. other Member.

'"Nationals” here shall be deemed, in the case of a separate customs territory Member of the WTO, to mean persons,
natural or legal, who are domiciled or who have a real and effective industrial or commercial cstablishment in that customs
territory.

10.5  Developed country Members shall, if requested by other Members, provide, in English, French
or Spanish, translations of the documents covered by a specific notification or, in case of voluminous
do of ies of such d

10.6  The Secretariat shall, when it receives notifications in accordance with the provisions of this
Agreement, circulate copies of the notifications to all Members and interested international standardizing
and conformity assessment bodies, and draw the attention of developing country Members to any
notifications relating to products of particular interest to them.

10,7  Whenever a Member has reached an agreement with any other country or countries on issues
related to technical regulations, standards or conformity assessment procedures which may have a
significant effect on trade, at least one Member party to the agreement shall notify other Members
through the Secretariat of the products to be covered by the agreement and include a brief description
of the agreement. Members concerned are encouraged to enter, upon request, into consultations with
other Members for the purposes of concluding similar agr or of arranging for their participation
in such agreements.

10.8  Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as requiring:
10.8.1 the publication of texts other than in the language of the Member;

10.8.2 the provision of particulars or copies of drafts other than in the language of the Member

RIR
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except as stated in paragraph 5; or

10.8.3 Members to furnish any information, the disclosure of which they consider contrary
to their essential security interests.

10.9  Notifications to the Secretariat shall be in English, French or Spanish.

10.10 Members shall designate a single central government authority that is responsible for the
implementation on the national level of the provisions concerning notification procedures under this
Agreement except those included in Annex 3.

10.11 If, however, for legal or administrative reasons the responsibility for notification  procedures
is divided among two or more central government authorities, the Member concerned shall provide
to the other Members complete and unambiguous information on the scope of responsibility of each
of these authorities.

Article 11

Technical Assi. e 10 Other Members

11.1  Members shall, if req d, advise other Memb
on the preparation of technical régulations.

especially the developing country Members,

11.2  Members shall, if req d, advise other Members, especially the developing country Members,
and shall grant them technical assistance on mutually agreed terms and conditions regarding the
establishment of national standardizing bodies, and participation in the international standardizing bodies,
and shall encourage their national standardizing bodies to do likewise.

11.3  Members shall, if req d, take such ¢ ble measures as may be available to them to
arrange for the regulatory bodies within their territories to advise other Members, especially the
developing country Members, and shall grant them technical assistance on mutually agreed terms and
conditions regarding:

11.3.1 theestablishment of regulatory bodies, or bodies for the assessment of conformity with
technical regulations; and

11.3.2 the methods by which their technical regulations can best be met.

11.4  Members shall, if req d, take such r ble measures as may be available to them to
arrange for advice to be given to other Members, especially the developing country Members, and
shall grant them technical assistance on mutually agreed terms and conditions regarding the establishment
of bodies for the assessment of conformity with standards adopted within the territory of the requesting
Member.

11.5  Members shall, if requested, advise other Memb pecially the developing country Memb

and shall grant them technical assistance on mutually agreed terms and conditions regarding the steps
that should be taken by their producers if they wish to have access to systems for conformity assessment
operated by gover | or non-gover | bodies within the territory of the Member receiving
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the request.

11.6  Members which are bers or participants of international or regional systems for conformity

shall, if req d, advise other Members, especially the developing country Members,
and shall grant them technical assistance on mutually agreed terms and conditions regarding the
establishment of the institutions and legal framework which would enable them to fulfil the obligations
of membership or participation in such systems.

11.7  Members shall, if so requested, encourage bodies within their territories which are members
or participants of international or regional systems for conformity assessment to advise other Members,
especially the developing country Members, and should ider req for technical from
them regarding the establishment of the institutions which would enable the relevant bodies within their
territories to fulfil the obligations of membership or participation.

11.8  In providing advice and to other Members in terms of paragraphs 1 to 7,
Members shall give priority to the needs of the least-developed country Members.

Article 12

Special and Differential Tr

of Developing Country Members

12.1  Members shall provide differential and more favourable treatment to developing country Members
to this Agreement, through the following provisions as well as through the relevant provisions of other
Articles of this Agreement.

12.2 Members shall give particular attention to the provisions of this Agreement concerning developing
country Members' rights and obligations and shall take into account the special development, financial
and trade needs of developing country Members in the impl ion of this Agreement, both nationally

and in the operation of this Agreement’s institutional arrangements.
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conformity p dures, take of the special development, financial and trade needs
of developing country Members, with a view to ensuring that such technical regulations, standards
and conformity assessment procedures do not create unnecessary obstacles to exports from developing

country Members.
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12.4 Members recogi that, although international ds, guides or recc ions may
exist, in their particular technological and soci i diti developing country Members
adopt certain technical regulations, standards or conformity assessment procedures aimed at preserving
indigenous technology and production methods and processes compatible with their development needs.
Members therefore recognize that developing country Members should not be expected to use
international standards as a basis for their technical regulations or dards, including test method

which are not appropriate to their develop financial and trade needs. ’
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