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(i) PEstablish such subsidiary bodies as are deemed necessary for
the implementation of the Conventions

(j) Review reports submitted by its subsidiary bodies and provide
guidance to them;

(k) Agree upon and adopt, by consensus, rules of procedure and
financial rules for itself and for any subsidiary bodies;

(L) Seek and utilize, where appropriate, the services and
cooperation of, and information provided by, competent international
organizations and intergovernmental and non-governmental bodies; and

{m) Exercise such other functions as are required for the
achievement of the objective of the Convention as well as all other
functions assigned to it under the Convention.

3. The Conference of the Parties shall, at its first session, adopt its
own rules of procedure as well as those of the subsidiary bodies
established by the Convention, which shall include decision-making
procedures for matters not already covered by decision-making procedures
stipulated in the Convention. Such procedures may include specified
majorities required for the adoption of particular decisions.

4. The first session of the Conference of the Parties shall be convened
by the interim secretariat referred to in Article 21 and shall take place
not later than one year after the date of entry into force of the
Convention. Thereafter, ordinary sessions of the Conference of the
Parties shall be held every year unless otherwise decided by the
Conference of the Parties.

5. Extraordinary sessions of the Conference of the Parties shall be
held at such other times as may be deemed necessary by the Conference, or
at the written request of any Party, provided that, within six months of
the request being communicated to the Parties by the secretariat, it is
supported by at least one-third of the Parties.
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6. The United Nations, its specialized agencies and the International
Atomic Energy Agency, as well as any State member thereof or observers
thereto not Party to the Convention, may be represented at sessions of
the Conference of the Parties as observers. Any body or agency, whether
national or international, governmental or non-governmental, which is
qualified in matters covered by the Convention, and which has informed
the secretariat of its wish to be represented at a session of the
Conference of the Parties as an observer, may be so admitted unless at
least one-third of the Parties present object. The admission and
participation of observers shall be subject to the rules of procedure
adopted by the Conference of the Parties.

ARTICLE 8
SECRETARIAT
1. A secretariat is hereby established.
2. The functions of the secretariat shall be:
(a) To make arrangements for sessions of the Conference of the

Parties and its subsidiary bodies established under the Convention and to
provide them with services as required;

{(b) To compile and transmit reports submitted to it;

(c) To facilitate assistance to the Parties, particularly
developing country Parties, on request, in the compilation and
communication of information required in accordance with the provisions
of the Convention;
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(d) To prepare reports on its activities and present them to the
Conference of the Parties;

(e) To ensure the necessary coordination with the secretariats of
other relevant international bodies;

(f) To enter, under the overall quidance of the Conference of the
Parties, into such administrative and contractual arrangements as may be
required for the effective discharge of its functions; and

(g) To perform the other secretariat functions specified in the
Convention and in any of its protocols and such other functions as may be
determined by the Conference of the Parties.

3. The Conference of the Parties, at its first session, shall designate
a permanent secretariat and make arrangements for its functioning.

ARTICLE 9

SUBSIDIARY BODY FOR SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL ADVICE

1. A subsidiary body for scientific and technological advice is hereby
established to provide the Conference of the Parties and, as appropriate,
its other subsidiary bodies with timely information and advice on
scientific and technological matters relating to the Convention. This
body shall be open to participation by all Parties and shall be
multidisciplinary. It shall comprise government representatives
competent in the relevant field of expertise. It shall report regularly
to the Conference of the Parties on all aspects of its work.

2. Under the guidance of the Conference of the Parties, and drawing
upon existing competent international bodies, this body shall:
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(a) Provide assessments of the state of scientific knowledge
relating to climate change and its effects;

(b) Prepare scientific assessments on the effects of measures taken
in the implementation of the Conventionj;

(c) Identify innovative, efficient and state-of-the-art
technologies and know-how and advise on the ways and means of promoting
development and/or transferring such technologies;

(d) Provide advice on scientific programmes, international
cooperation in research and development related to climate change, as
well as on ways and means of supporting endogenous capacity-building in
developing countriess; and

(e) Respond to scientific, technological and methodological
questions that the Conference of the Parties and its subsidiary bodies
may put to the body.

3. The functions and terms of reference of this body may be further
elaborated by the Conference of the Parties.

ARTICLE 10
SUBSIDIARY BODY FOR IMPLEMENTATION

1. A subsidiary body for implementation is hereby established to assist
the Conference of the Parties in the assessment and review of the
effective implementation of the Convention. This body shall be open to
participation by all Parties and comprise government representatives who
are experts on matters related to climate change. It shall report
regularly to the Conference of the Parties on all aspects of its work.

2. Under the guidance of the Conference of the Parties, this body shall:

1



Kb
SEH

RERE S R

60

= FKERBNEACIRER QTS LEENE.OV R
H A A S A0 2 300 Q AR Bl It U 2 Y BRI A e 42
%7 BT K~ QRN E O WHEN R IR NE R e
L A°

= BERFERRE KT N REA e RNET O A NE
T LR B KN QBRI NIE O W IRE N
sl VU RN

o ENTSIRON T BRAMEC Lo KN QHHEXDIKE
MO S W ERFHRENER 0 N0

B K CEEHQER

~  BIHOXEERENS LKL HeEEy (e g
Q2O ) SULCERMY O S VUM BEEe Ul
ERZ ERENRCE Q- UER Y ERE N -
MHEH N0 EREGHER” U QKRN R oK i
[ © HRR O IEREH Q il \J O 4 VKA e FTIEMS
B0 ] X2 [ HH ORIEC G FHE LMK e

N ~QEEHHLOEMY O SV WERISImEQHEX QK
M (M OERAROER & N REQ IR U VK
5200 Q AAr0°

o FERFERXO — ¢ EK O FiX © BWRK R R L
R DO NQRENKECHLRORKL M O S i
e U QERKLNT KO AUNgua°

IR

(a) Consider the information communicated in accordance with
Article 12, paragraph 1, to assess the overall aggregated effect of the
steps taken by the Parties in the light of the latest scientific
assessments concerning climate change;

(b) Consider the information communicated in accordance with
Article 12, paragraph 2, in order to assist the Conference of the Parties
in carrying out the reviews required by Article 4, paragraph 2 (d); and

(c) Assist the Conference of the Parties, as appropriate, in the
preparation and implementation of its decisions.

ARTICLE 11
FINANCIAL MECHANISM

1. A mechanism for the provision of financial resources on a grant or
concessional basis, including for the transfer of technology, is hereby
defined. It shall function under the guidance of and be accountable to
the Conference of the Parties, which shall decide on its policies,
programme priorities and eligibility criteria related to this
Convention. 1Its operation shall be entrusted to one or more existing
international entities.

2. The financial mechanism shall have an equitable and balanced
representation of all Parties within a transparent system of governance.

3.  The Conference of the Parties and the entity or entities entrusted
with the operation of the financial mechanism shall agree upon
arrangements to give effect to the above paragraphs, which shall include
the following:
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{a) Modalities to ensure that the funded projects to address
climate change are in conformity with the policies, programme priorities
and eligibility criteria established by the Conference of the Parties;

(b) Modalities by which a particular funding decision may be
reconsidered in light of these policies, programme priorities and
eligibility criterias;

(c) Provision by the entity or entities of reqular reports to the
Conference of the Parties on its funding operations, which is consistent
with the requirement for accountability set out in paragraph 1 above; and

(d) Determination in a predictable and identifiable manner of the
amount of funding necessary and available for the implementation of this
Convention and the conditions under which that amount shall be
periodically reviewed.

4. The Conference of the Parties shall make arrangements to implement
the above-mentioned provisions at its first session, reviewing and taking
into account the interim arrangements referred to in Article 21,
paragraph 3, and shall decide whether these interim arrangements shall be
maintained. Within four years thereafter, the Conference of the Parties
shall review the financial mechanism and take appropriate measures.

5. The developed country Parties may also provide and developing
country Parties avail themselves of, financial resources related to the
implementation of the Convention through bilateral, regional and other
multilateral channels.

ARTICLE 12

COMMUNICATION OF INFORMATION RELATED TO IMPLEMENTATION

1. In accordance with Article 4, paragraph 1, each Party shall
communicate to the Conference of the Parties, through the secretariat,
the following elements of information:

4
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(a) A national inventory of anthropogenic emissions by sources and
removals by sinks of all greenhouse gases not controlled by the Montreal
Protocol, to the extent its capacities permit, using comparable
methodologies to be promoted and agreed upon by the Conference of the
Parties;

(b) A general description of steps taken or envisaged by the Party
to implement the Convention; and

(c) any other information that the Party considers relevant to the
achievement of the objective of the Convention and suitable for inclusion
in its communication, including, if feasible, material relevant for
calculations of global emission trends.

2. Each developed country Party and each other Party included in
annex I shall incorporate in its communication the following elements of
information:

(a) A detailed description of the policies and measures that it has
adopted to implement its commitment under Article 4, paragraphs 2 (a) and
2 (b)Y and

(b} A specific estimate of the effects that the policies and
measures referred to in subparagraph (a) immediately above will have on
anthropogenic emissions by its sources and removals by its sinks of
greenhouse gases during the period referred to in Article 4,
paragraph 2 (a).

3. In addition, each developed country Party and each other developed
Party included in annex TIT shall incorporate details of measures taken in
accordance with Article 4, paragraphs 3, 4 and 5.

4. Developing country Parties may, on a voluntary basis, propose
projects for financing, including specific technologies, materials,
equipment, technigues or practices that would be needed to implement such
projects, along with, if possible, an estimate of all incremental costs,
of the reductions of emissions and increments of removals of greenhouse
gases, as well as an estimate of the consequent benefits.
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S. Each developed country Party and each other Party included in

annex I shall make its initial communication within six months of the
entry into force of the Convention for that Party. Each Party not so
listed shall make its initial communication within three years of the
entry into force of the Convention for that Party, or of the availability
of financial resources in accordance with Article 4, paragraph 3.

Parties that are least developed countries may make their initial
communication at their discretion. The frequency of subsequent
communications by all Parties shall be determined by the Conference of
the Parties, taking into account the differentiated timetable set by this

paragraph.

6. Information communicated by Parties under this Article shall be
transmitted by the secretariat as soon as possible to the Conference of
the pParties and to any subsidiary bodies concerned. 1If necessary, the
procedures for the communication of information may be further considered
by the Conference of the Parties.

7. From its first session, the Conference of the Parties shall arrange
for the provision to developing country Parties of technical and
financial support, on request, in compiling and communicating information
under this Article, as well as in identifying the technical and financial
needs associated with proposed projects and response measures under
Article 4, Such support may be provided by other Parties, by competent
international organizations and by the secretariat, as appropriate.

8. Any group of Parties may, subject to guidelines adopted by the
Conference of the Parties, and to prior notification to the Conference of
the Parties, make a joint communication in fulfilment of their
obligations under this Article, provided that such a communication
includes information on the fulfilment by each of these Parties of its
individual obligations under the Convention.

NES
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9. Information received by the secretariat that is designated by a
Party as confidential, in accordance with criteria to be established by
the Conference of the Parties, shall be aggregated by the secretariat to
protect its confidentiality before being made available to any of the
bodies involved in the communication and review of information.

10. Subject to paragraph 9 above, and without prejudice to the ability
of any Party to make public its communication at any time, the
secretariat shall make communications by Parties under this Article
publicly available at the time they are submitted to the Conference of
the Parties.

ARTICLE 13
RESOLUTION OF QUESTIONS REGARDING IMPLEMENTATION

The Conference of the Parties shall, at its first session, consider
the establishment of a multilateral consultative process, available to
Parties on their request, for the resolution of questions regarding the
implementation of the Conventjon.

ARTICLE 14

SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

1. In the event of a dispute between any two or more Parties concerning
the interpretation or application of the Convention, the Parties
concerned shall seek a settlement of the dispute through negotiation or
any other peaceful means of their own choice.

2. When ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to the Convention,
or at any time thereafter, a Party which is not a regional economic
integration organization may declare in a written instrument submitted to
the Depositary that, in respect of any dispute concerning the
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interpretation or application of the Convention, it recognizes as
compulsory ipso facto and without special agreement, in relation to any
Party accepting the same obligation:

(a) Submission of the dispute to the International Court of
Justice, and/or

(b) Arbitration in accordance with procedures to be adopted by the
Conference of the Parties as soon as practicable, in an annex on
arbitration.

A Party which is a regional economic integration organization may make a
declaration with like effect in relation to arbitration in accordance
with the procedures referred to in subparagraph (b) above.

3. A declaration made under paragraph 2 above shall remain in force
until it expires in accordance with its terms or until three months after
written notice of its revocation has been deposited with the Depositary.

4. A new declaration, a notice of revocation or the expiry of a
declaration shall not in any way affect proceedings pending before the
International Court of Justice or the arbitral tribunal, unless the
parties to the dispute otherwise agree.

5. Subject to the operation of paragraph 2 above, if after twelve
months following notification by one Party to another that a dispute
exists between them, the Parties concerned have not been able to settle
their dispute through the means mentioned in paragraph 1 above, the
dispute shall be submitted, at the request of any of the parties to the
dispute, to conciliation.

S
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6. A conciliation commission shall be created upon the request of one
of the parties to the dispute. The commission shall be composed of an
equal number of members appointed by each party concerned and a chairman
chosen jointly by the members appointed by each party. The commission
shall render a recommendatory award, which the parties shall consider in
good faith,

7. Additional procedures relating to conciliation shall be adopted by
the Conference of the Parties, as soon as practicable, in an annex on
conciliation.

8. The provisions of this Article shall apply to any related legal
instrument which the Conference of the Parties may adopt, unless the
instrument provides otherwise.

ARTICLE 15

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONVENTION

1. Any Party may propose amendments to the Convention.

2. Amendments to the Convention shall be adopted at an ordinary session
of the Conference of the Parties. The text of any proposed amendment to
the Convention shall be communicated to the Parties by the secretariat at
least six months before the meeting at which it is proposed for

adoption. The secretariat shall also communicate proposed amendments to
the signatories to the Convention and, for information, to the Depositary.

3. The Parties shall make every effort to reach agreement on any
proposed amendment to the Convention by consensus. If all efforts at
consensus have been exhausted, and no agreement reached, the amendment
shall as a last resort be adopted by a three-fourths majority vote of the
Parties present and voting at the meeting. The adopted amendment shall
be communicated by the secretariat to the Depositary, who shall circulate
it to all Parties for their acceptance.
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4. Instruments of acceptance in respect of an amendment shall be
deposited with the Depositary. An amendment adopted in accordance with
paragraph 3 above shall enter into force for those Parties having
accepted it on the ninetieth day after the date of receipt by the
Depositary of an instrument of acceptance by at least three-fourths of
the Parties to the Convention.

5. The amendment shall enter into force for any other Party on the
ninetieth day after the date on which that Party deposits with the
Depositary its instrument of acceptance of the said amendment.

6, For the purposes of this Article, "Parties present and voting®” means
Parties present and casting an affirmative or negative vote.

ARTICLE 16
ADOPTION AND AMENDMENT OF ANNEXES TO THE CONVENTION

1. Annexes to the Convention shall form an integral part thereof and,
unless otherwise expressly provided, a reference to the Convention
constitutes at the same time a reference to any annexes thereto. Without
prejudice to the provisions of Article 14, paragraphs 2 (b) and 7, such
annexes shall be restricted to lists, forms and any other material of a
descriptive nature that is of a scientific, technical, procedural or
administrative character.

2. Annexes to the Convention shall be proposed and adopted in
accordance with the procedure set forth in Article 15, paragraphs 2, 3,
and 4.

3. An annex that has been adopted in accordance with paragraph 2 above
shall enter into force for all Parties to the Convention six months after
the date of the communication by the Depositary to such Parties of the
adoption of the annex, except for those Parties that have notified the
Depositary, in writing, within that period of their non-acceptance of the
annex. The annex shall enter into force for Parties which withdraw their
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1. Each Party to the Convention shall have one vote, except as provided
for in paragraph 2 below.

2. Regional economic integration organizations, in matters within their
competence, shall exercise their right to vote with a number of votes
equal to the number of their member States that are Parties to the
Convention. Such an organization shall not exercise its right to vote if
any of its member States exercises its right, and vice versa.

ARTICLE 19
DEPOSITARY

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall be the Depositary
of the Convention and of protocols adopted in accordance with Article 17.

ARTICLE 20
STGNATURE
This Convention shall be open for signature by States Members of the
United Nations or of any of its specialized agencies or that are Parties
to the Statute of the International Court of Justice and by regional
economic integration organizations at Rio de Janeiro, during the United

Nations Conference on Environment and Development, and thereafter at
United Nations Headquarters in New York from 20 June 1992 to 19 June 1993.

ARTICLE 21
INTERIM ARRANGEMENTS

1. The secretariat functions referred to in Article 8 will be carried
out on an interim basis by the secretariat established by the General

BIH
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Assembly of the United Wations in its resolution 45/212 of
21 December 1990, until the completion of the first session of the
Conference of the Parties.

2. The head of the interim secretariat referred to in paragraph 1 above
will cooperate closely with the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
to ensure that the Panel can respond to the need for objective scientific
and technical advice. Other relevant scientific bodies could also be
consulted.

3. The Global Environment Facility of the tnited Nations Development
Programme, the United Nations Environment Programme and the International
Bank for Reconstruction and Development shall be the international entity
entrusted with the operation of the financial mechanism referred to in
Article 11 on an interim basis. 1In this connection, the Global
Environment Facility should be appropriately restructured and its
membership made universal to enable it to fulfil the requirements of
Article 11.

ARTICLE 22
RATIFICATION, ACCEPTANCE, APPROVAL OR ACCESSION

1. The Convention shall be subject to ratification, acceptance,
approval or accession by States and by regional economic integration
organizations. 1t shall be open for accession from the day after the
date on which the Convention is closed for signature. Instruments of
ratification, acceptance, approval or accession shall be deposited with
the Depositary.

2. Any regional economic integration organization which becomes a Party
to the Convention without any of its member States being a Party shall be
bound by all the obligations under the Convention. 1In the case of such
organizations, one or more of whose member States is a Party to the
Convention, the organization and its member States shall decide on their
respective responsibilities for the performance of their obligations
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under the Convention. Tn such cases, the organization and the member
States shall not be entitled to exercise rights under the Convention
concurrently.

3. In their instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or
accession, regional economic integration organizations shall declare the
extent of their competence with respect to the matters governed by the
Convention. These organizations shall also inform the Depositary, who
shall in turn inform the Parties, of any substantial modification in the
extent of their competence.

ARTICLE 23

ENTRY TNTO FORCE

1. The Convention shall enter into force on the ninetieth day after the
date of deposit of the fiftieth instrument of ratification, acceptance,
approval or accession.

2. For each State or regional economic integration organization that
ratifies, accepts or approves the Convention or accedes thereto after the
deposit of the fiftieth instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval
or accession, the Convention shall enter into force on the ninetieth day
after the date of deposit by such State or regional economic integration
organization of its instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or
accession.

3. For the purposes of paragraphs 1 and 2 above, any instrument
deposited by a regional economic integration organization shall not be
counted as additional to those deposited by States members of the
organization.

ARTICLE 24

SEy
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RESERVATIONS

No reservations may be made to the Convention.

ARTICLE 25

WITHDRAWAL

1. At any time after three years from the date on which the Convention
has entered into force for a Party, that Party may withdraw from the
Convention by giving written notification to the Depositary.

2. Any such withdrawal shall take effect upon expiry of one year from
the date of receipt by the Depositary of the notification of withdrawal,
or on such later date as may be specified in the notification of
withdrawal.

3. Any Party that withdraws from the Convention shall be considered as
also having withdrawn from any protocol to which it is a Party.

ARTICLE 26
AUTHENTIC TEXTS
The original of this Convention, of which the Arabic, Chinese,

English, French, Russian and Spanish texts are egually authentic, shall
be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United wations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly authorized to that
effect, have signed this Convention.

DONE at New York this ninth day of May one thousand nine hundred and
ninety-two.
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Australia
Austria
Belarus a/
Belgium
Bulgaria a/
Canada
Czechoslovakia a/
Denmark
European Economic Community
Estonia a/
Finland
France
Germany
Greece
Hungary a/
Iceland
Ireland
Italy

Japan

Latvia a/
Lithuania a/
Luxembourg

Netherlands
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A — e Dy —IN N New zealand
~N ,N DH - Norway
G —IN N2 () Poland a/
AL w a ._N W Portugal
~— Ml () Romania a/
o SRR (&) Russian Federation a/
DGR ERTIRN spain
KA H —TR N Sweden
X~ X Switzerland
- .W ™ Turkey
DRI () Ukraine a/
DA — £ e NDIRNKOEF N 2N N g E United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland

Mo RAIRH United States of America

PR ORI N R H a/ Countries that are undergoing the process of transition to a

market economy.
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Denmark

Buropean Economic Community
Finland

Prance

Germany

Greece

Iceland

Ireland

Italy

Japan

Luxembourg

Netherlands

New Zealand

Norway

Portugal

Spain

Sweden

Switzerland

Turkey

tnited Kingdom of Great

Britain and Northern Ireland
United States of America
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