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Protocol
amending
the International Convention
for the unification
of certain rules of law
relating to bills of lading,
25 August 1924
as amended by the Protocol
of 23 February 1968

The Contracting Parties to the present Protocol,

Being Parties to the International Convention for the
unification of certain rules of law relating to bills of lading,
done at Brussels on 25th August 1924, as amended by the
Protocol to amend that Convention, done at Brussels on
23rd February 1968,

have agreed as follows:

Article 1

For the purpose of this Protocol, «Convention» means
the International Convention for the unification of certain
rules of law relating to bills of lading and its Protocol of sig-
nature, done at Brussels on 25th August 1924, as amended
by the Protocol, done at Brussels on 23rd February 1968.

| HR



HEIREL
ko =g
i

WRRE
Ko ©Q
A

| RURE QS

~ ¥

—

<

—

HE 4
R K
RIREK 0 TRIK Q0 LI -H0°

05 O RO B S IE< 1) 4 O 5RHE IR 1B
KRN W SMEYTS SBERHR L R 0.2 Y S QIR
v BPEIKN<XORBER L KRS ERI W
47 ATRGR0E © X MASER0E L ER @ B4k X MBI O
SWRT ] @HEOV S | Qa4 - K
BB 33 P SEAKHE O T B ) W0 R 0E Q SOMIE © | A
DXNING L Qo] RS 2% 2 RIE 5 4R QB EE
WHKH R Q48 5 °

N KRIREI T REK QA0 L F Q0

—_

=)

ML SoniaEE T FEOEM G S L iR

A S ORI ACHET” RS QIKEA 0

RFIE QA E QP VN m M 580N QH QM

WS EE ROV W S E QMBI ) Sk e°

EERMEI ¢ © SFIFE {40 H QMM © #r R T EHK
RLA60EE FRMEEHE QBEX DR LA
EERRII G S QREERHVE O Wik Qm) i@
SVRRIEOW S0P QU Otk e EIREME

HORHHEN L5 HOEE SR HERIK L HoEm

L7 W OH S A QIR A Dl ne®

| ’IO

Article 11

1. Article 4, paragraph S, a) of the Convention is repla-
ced by the following:

«a) Unless the nature and value of such goods have
been declared by the shipper before shipment and inserted
in the bill of lading, neither the carrier nor the ship shall in
any event be or become liable for any loss or damage to or
in connection with the goods in an amount exceeding
666.67 units of account per package or unit or 2 units of ac-
count per kilogramme of gross weight of the goods lost or
damaged, whichever is the higher.»

2. Article 4, paragraph 5, d) of the Convention is re-
placed by the following:

«d) The unit of account mentioned in this Article is the
Special Drawing Right as defined by the International Mo-
netary Fund. The amounts mentioned in sub-paragraph
a) of this paragraph shall be converted into national cur-
rency on the basis of the value of that currency on a date to
be determined by the law of the Court seized of the case.

The value of the national currency, in terms of the Spe-
cial Drawing Right, of a State which is a member of the In-
ternational Monetary Fund, shall be calculated in accor-
dance with the method of valuation applied by the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund in effect at the date in question for
its operations and transactions. The value of the national
currency, in terms of the Special Drawing Right, of a State
which is not a member of the International Monetary
Fund, shall be calculated in a manner determined by that
State.
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Nevertheless, a State which is not a member of the Inter-
national Monetary Fund and whose law does not permit
the application of the provisions of the preceding senten-
ces may, at the time of ratification of the Protocol of 1979 or
accession thereto or at any time thereafter, declare that the
limits of liability provided for in this Convention to be ap-
plied in its territory shall be fixed as follows:

i) in respect of the amount of 666.67 units of account
mentioned in sub-paragraph (a) of paragraph 5 of this Ar-
ticle, 10,000 monetary units;

ii) in respect of the amount of 2 units of account men-
tioned in sub-paragraph (a) of paragraph 5 of this Article,
30 monetary units.

The monetary unit referred to in the preceding sentence
corresponds to 65.5 milligrammes of gold of millesimal fi-
neness 900’. The conversion of the amounts specified in
that sentence into the national currency shall be made ac-
cording to the law of the State concerned.

The calculation and the conversion mentioned in the
preceding sentences shall be made in such a manner as to
express in the national currency of the State as far as pos-
sible the same real value for the amounts in sub-paragraph
(a) of paragraph 5 of this Article as is expressed there in
units of account.

States shall communicate to the depositary the manner
of calculation or the result of the conversion as the case
may be, when depositing an instrument of ratification of
the Protocol of 1979 or of accession thereto and whenever
there is a change in either.»
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Article 111

Any dispute between two or more Contracting Parties
concerning the interpretation or application of the present
Protocol, which cannot be settled through negotiation,
shall, at the request of one of them, be submitted to arbitra-
tion. If within six months from the date of the request for
arbitration the Parties are unable to agree on the organisa-
tion of the arbitration, any one of those Parties may refer
the dispute to the International Court of Justice by request
in conformity with the Statute of the Court.

Article 1V

(1) Each Contracting Party may at the time of signature
or ratification of this Protocol or of accession thereto, de-
clare that it does not consider itself bound by Article I11.

(2) Any Ccntracting Party having made a reservation in
accordance with paragraph (1) may at any time withdraw
thisreservation by notification to the Belgian Government.

Article V

This Protocol shall be open for signature by the States
which have signed the Convention of 25 August 1924 or the
Protocol of 23 February 1968 or which are Parties to the
Convention.
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Article VI

(1) This Protocol shall be ratified.

(2) Ratification of this Protocol by any State which is not
a Party to the Convention shall have the effect of ratifica-
tion of the Convention.

(3) The instruments of ratification shall be deposited
with the Belgian Government.

Article VII

(1) States not referred to in Article V may accede to this
Protocol.

(2) Accession tothis Protocol shall have the effect of ac-
cession to the Convention.

(3) The instruments of accession shall be deposited with
the Belgian Government.

Article VIII

(1) This Protocol shall come into force three months af-
ter the date of the deposit of five instruments of ratification
OF accession.

(2) Foreach State which ratifies this Protocol or accedes
thereto after the fifth deposit, this Protocol shall come into
force three months after the deposit of its instrument of ra-
tification or accession.
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Article 1X

(1) Any Contracting Party may denounce this Protocol
by notification to the Belgian Government.

(2) The denunciation shall take effect one year after the
date on which the notification has been received by the
Belgian Government.

Article X

(1) Each State may at the time of signature, ratification
or accession or at any time thereafter declare by written
notification to the Belgian Government which among the
territories for whose international relations it is respons-
ible, are those to which the present Protocol applies. The
Protocol shall three months after the date of the receipt of
such notification by the Belgian Government extend to the
territories named therein, but not before the date of the
coming into force of the Protocol in respect of such State.

(2) This extension also shall apply to the Convention if
the latter is not yet applicable to these territories.

(3) Any Contracting Party which has made a declaration
under paragraph (1) of this Article may at any time there-
after declare by notification given to the Belgian Govern-
ment that the Protocol shall cease to extend to such terri-
tories. This denunciation shall take effect one year after the
date on which notification thereofhas been received by the
Belgian Government.
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Article X1

The Belgian Government shall notify the signatory and
acceding States of the following:

(1) The signatures, ratifications and accessions received
in accordance with Articles V, VI and VII.

(2) The date on which the present Protocol will come
into force in accordance with Article VIII.

(3) The notifications with regard to the territorial appli-
cation in accordance with Article X.

(4) The declarations and communications made in ac-
cordance with Article II.

(5) Thedeclarations made inaccordance with Article IV.

(6) The denunciations received in accordance with Ar-
ticle 1X.

In witness whereof the undersigned, duly authorized
thereto, have signed this Protocol.

Done at Brussels, this 21st day of December 1979, in the
English and French languages, both texts being equally
authentic, in a single copy, which shall remain deposited in
the archives of the Belgian Government, which shall issue
certified copies.
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