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RESOLUTION NUMBER 355
(APPROVED AT THE SIXTH PLENARY MEETING, 27 SEPTEMBER 1991)

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION ON COFFEE

WHEREAS:
Noting that 29 years of existence of international coffee 2greements have
demonstrated that they have been useful and positive instruments for international

cooperation;

Noting that a number of new proposals and ideas have been put forward both
by Producers and Consumers with respect to dealing both with the immediate narket
situation and with the development of measures for the fulure organization of the

mwarket;

Noting that the pelitical will and constructive spiril exist to examine all possible
bases for a new International Coffee Agreement lo be negotiated in the near

future; and

Noting that the International Coffec Agreement 1983 as extended by Resolutions
numbers 347 and 352 is due to expire on 30 September 1992 znd that in ovder to give
sufficient time both to study and implement such new proposals and ideas 2nd to
ensure that the forum of the International Coffee Organization be maintained, it is

necessary that the International Coffee Agreement 1983 be further extended,

THE INTERNATIONAL COFFEE COUNCIL
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RECOGNIZES:
That the conlinuation of the present market situztion, with real prices of coffee

at their lowest levels since the 1930s, is having a highly damaging impact on the

economies of the coffee producing countries and is jeopardizing future prospects for

maintaining production and quality, and

RESOLVES:
1. That the International Colfee Agreement 1983 as Extended shall be further

extended for one additional year from 1 Oclober 1992 to 30 September 1993.

2. To establish a Working Group, open to 21l Members, lo carry out 2 wide-ranging
review of all proposals and ideas on future intemational ccaperation on coffee matiers
and to veport to the first ordinary session of Lhe Council in coffee year 1991/92 2ad in
any case not Jater than the first week of April 1992, On the basis of this repori the
Council shall decide on the negotiation of a new International Coffee Agreement with

a view lo compleling it not later than 31 December 1992

3. That the International Cofiee Agveement 1983 as Extended shall continuz in

force as frow 1 October 1992 in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 1 of this

Resolution among those Contracting Parties which have notified their acceplancz, in

accordance witl wd regulations, of such further extension o the Secr:

General of the United Nations by 25 Seplember 1992, if on that date suci Contracling
Paitics represent al least 20 exporting Members holding a majority of the voles of the
exporting Members, and at least 10 importing Members holding a majority of the voles

of importing Members. The votes for this purpose shall be calculated 2s 2t 1 July 1992,
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Such notifications shall be signed by the Head of State or Government, or Minister for
Foreign Affzirs, or made under full powers signed by one of the foregoing. In the case
of 2n international organization, the notification shall be signed by 2 representative
duly authorized in accordance with the rules of the Organization, or made under full

powers signed by such a representative.

4. That 2 notification by a Contracting Party contzining an undertaking to conlivue
to apply provisionally, in accordance with its laws and regulations, Lhe Agreement as
Extended, which is received by the Secrelary-General of the Uniled Nations not _u".m«
than 25 September 1992, shall be regarded as equal in effect to a notification of
acceptance of the further exlension of the International Coffee Agreement 1983 as
Extended. Such Contracling Party shall enjoy all the rights and assume 2l the
obligations of a Member. However, if formal notification of acceplance of the further
one-year extension of the International Coffee Agreement 1983 as Extended is not
received by the Secretary-General of the United Nations by 31 March 1993 or such later
date 2s the Council may delermine, such Conlracting Party shall as of thzt date cease

{o participate in the Agreement.

5. That any Contracting Party to the Intermational Coffee Agreement 1983 as
Extended which has not made Lhe notifications of acceptance provided for in

paragraphs 3 and 4 of this Resolution, way accede to the Agreement by 31 March 1993

RE I
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or such later date as the Council may delermine on condition Lhat on deposiling ils
instrument of accession such Contracting Parly undertakes to fulfil all its previous

obligations under the Agvecment with relroactive efiect from 1 October 1992.

6. That if the requirements for the conlinuation in force for a further pariod of 02
year of the International Coffee Agreement 1983 2s Extended have not bzen met io
accordance with the provisions of paragraphs 3 and 4 of this Resolution; thosa
Governments which have notified acceptance or provisional application of such further

exlension shall meet to decide:

(2) whether the Agreement should continue in force among themselves, ang,
if so, lo estzblish the conditions for the continued operation-of tha

Organization; or

(b) whether to make arrangewments for the liquidation of the Organization in
accordance with the provisions of pavagraph (4) of Article 6§ of the

Agreement.

7. To request the Executive Director lo convey Lhis Resolution to the Secretary-

General of the United Nations.
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