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CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE
WORLD CULTURAL AND NATURAL HERITAGE

The General Conference of the United Nations Fil

o Scientific and Cultural Organization
mecting in Paris from 17 October to 21 197

seaaion,

eatened with dentruc-
nd
e or destruction,

Noting that t
Tion not only

Considering that deterioration or dlsappea

atitutes A harmful fmpoverish

Iture] or natural heritage con-
f the world,

hment of the b

s incomplete because
ic, sclentific and tech-

sple [t may belong,
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Naving decided, at its sixteenth session, that this question should be made the subject of an inter-

national convention,

1972 this C,

Adopts thia day of N

1. DEFINITIONS OF THE CULTURAL, AND THHE NATURAL HERITAGE

Article 1
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Article 2

as "natural heritage’;

geological and physingraphical
habitat of threatened species o
point of view of acience or con;

mations and precisely delineated areas which constitute the
Imals and plants of cutstanding unlveraal value from the
vation;

natural sites or precisely delincated natural areas of outatanding universal value from the
point of view of sciencre, conservation ar natural heauty,
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Article 4

Artlcle 5

(a) to adopt a general
in the life of the ¢
henslve planning

which aims to give the cultural and natural heritage a hinction
ty and to integrate the protection of that heritage into compre -
mes;
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aervices
ritage with

technical studies and research and to work out such operating

(¢) to develop sci
a State capable of counteracting the dangers that threaten its cul-

() to take Ihe appropriate legal, scientific, technical, administrative and finencial measures
necessary for the identification, protection, conservation, presentation and rehabilitation
of this heritage; and

for training in
ritage and to

Article 6

h the provirions of this Convention, to give
n of the cultural and
tes on whose territory
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3. Kach State Party to this Convent any deliberate measures which might
lamage dire erred to {n Articles | and 2
ltunted on the territory of of .

Article 7

pasc of this Con 1 and natural
operation and

n thelr efforts to conserve and

to
signed to support State
heritage.

HI. INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTERE FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE
WORLD CULTURAL AND NATURAL HERITAGE

Article 8
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2. Election of members of the Committee shall enrure an repr of the diff
regions and cultures of the world.

3. A rep of the 1 Centre for
of Cultural Property {Rome Centre), a represe ive of the International Councll of Monuments
and Sites (ICOMOS) and a re ative of

and Natural Resources (IUCN), to whom may be ad
Convention meeting In general assembly during the of the General Conference
of the United Nations 5 and Cultur repr ofother
interg or non-goveramental or , with stmilar objectives, may attend the
meetings of the Committee in an ndvisory capacity.

Article §

1. The term
end of the

d Heritage Committee shall extend from the
nee during which they are elected until the

end of {ts third subsequent ordinary
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3. States members of the Committee shall choose an their representatives peraons qualifiedinthe
field of the cultural or natural heritage.

Article 10

1. The World Heritage Commitice shall ndopt its Rules of Procedure.

2. The Committee may at any rganizations or Individunls to par-
ticipate in tta meetings for conmultation on particular problems.

3. The Committee may crente auch conultative bodics as It deems necessary for theperformance
of ita functions.

Article 11

1. Every State Party to this Convention shall, in so fa
c an y of prop

in its te ory and suitahle for

This inventory, which shall not be o
location of the property in question

every two years.
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5.

HIHE

The Committee shall define the criteria on the basls of which & property belonging to the cul-
tural or natural heritage may be Included in either of the lists mentioned In paragraphs 2 and 4
of this article.

Before refusing a request for Inclusion In one of the two lists mentloned in paragraphs 2 and 4
of this article, the CommitL, I consult the State Party in whose territory the cultural or
natural property in question la situated.

The Committee shall, with the agreement of the States concerned, co-ordinate and encourage
the studles and research needed for the drawing up of the lists referred to in paragraphs 2 and
4 of this article.

Article 12

at » property belonging to the cultural or natural heritage has not been included in

1 value for purp:

other than those resulting

Article 13

lon of such
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Requests for internationa! assistance under paragraph | of this article may also be concerned
with identification of cultural or natural property defined in Articles 1 and 2, when preliml-
nary investigations have shown that further inquiries would be justified.

‘The Committee shall decide on the actlon to be taken with regard to these requests, deter-
mine where appropriate, the nature and extent of its . and rize the
on its behalf, of the necesanry arrangements with the government concerned.

The Committee shall determine an order of prior| ope ons. It shall in so doing

nvironment or of the geniue and the history of the peoples of the
world, the urgency of the work to be done, the resources available to the States on whose ter-
ritory the threatened property is situated and in particular the extent to which they are able

to mafeguard such property by their own means.

The Committee shall draw up, keep up to date and publicize a list of property for which inter-
national assistance has been granted.

The Committee shall decide on the use of the resources of the Fund established under Article
15 of this Convention. It shall seek ways of Increasing these remources and shall take all use-
fut ateps to this end.
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The Committee shall co-operate with international and national governmental and non-

tions, particu
of Cultural Pr numents and Sites
{ICOMOS) and f Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN),

as well as on public and private bodies and {ndividuals.

Decialons of the Committee shall be taken by & majority of two-thirde of its members present
and voling. A majority of the of the C shall « quorum.

Article 14

The World Heritage Committee shall be asaisted by a Secretariat appointed by the Director-
General of the United Nations and Cuttural Or

The Director-General of the United Nations 1, and Cultural Or

utilizing to the fullest extent possible the services of the International Centre for the Study of
the Preservation and the Restoration of Cultural Property (the Rome Centre), the International
Council of Monuments and es (ICOMOS) snd the internatlonal Unjon for Conservation of Na-~
ture and Natursl Resources (IUCN) in their resp areas of and .

ahall prepare the Com tee's documentation and the agenda of its meetings and shall have

the r il for th of its .
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1IV. FUND FOR THE PROTECTION OF TITE WORLD CULTURAL

AND NATURAL HERITAGE

Article 15

. A Fund for the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage of Outstanding Universal

Value, called "the World Herltage Fund", Ia hereby established.

. The Fund shall constitute a trust fund, In conformity with the provisions of the Financtal Regu-

1ations of the United Natlons and Cultural O

The resources of the Fund shall consist of:
(a) compulsory and voluntary contributions made by the States Parties to thia Convention,

(b) contributions, gifta ar hequests which may he made by:

(1) other States;

(1) the United Nations Educational, Seientific and Cultural Organization, other organiza-
tions of the Unii one mystem, particularly the United Natlons Development Pro-
gramme or othe rgovernmental organizations;

(111} public or private bodies or Individuals;
(c) any intereat due on the resources of the Fund;
(d) funds raised by collectinns and receipts from events organized for the benefit of the Fund;

and

(e) all ather resource:
Commlttee,

 autharized by the Fund'a regulations, andrawn upby the World Heritage

Contributions to the Fund and other forms of made to the C may
be used only for such purpnsee as the Committee shall define. The Commlttee may accept con-

to be used only for a certaln programme or project. provided that the Committee shall
ded on the Implementation of such programme or profect. No political conditlons may
be attached to contributions made to the Fund,

1P
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Article 18

1.

3.

Without prejudice to any supplementary voluntary contribution, the States Parties to this Con-
vention undertake to pay regularly. every two years, tothe ontributions.
s, shall bedeter-
mined by the General Assembly of States Parties to the Convention, meet ring the seasions
of the General Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza-

and voting, which have not made tI
no case shall the compulsory contribution of States Parties to the Convention exceed 1% of the
contribution to the Regular Budget of the United Nations FEducational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization,

lowever, each State referred to In Article 31 or in Article 32 of this Conventjon may declare,
at the time of the deposit of its nstruments of r or that 1t
shall not be bound by the provisions of paragraph 1 of this Article.

A State Party to the Convention which has made the declaration referred to In parsgraph 2 of

icle may at any time withdraw the said de ¥ rotifying the Dircctor-General of

ations . and Cu rgi ¥ . the withdrawal

ration shall not take effect in regard ompulsory contribution due by the State
until the date of the suhsequent General Arsembly of States Marties to the Convention.

In order that the Committee may he ahle to plan its nperations effectively, the contributions of
States Farties to this Convention which have made the declaration referred to In paragraph 2of
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thin Articla, shall be paid on a regular basis, at least every two years. and should not be leas
than the contributions which they should have prid if they had been hound by the provisions of
paragraph 1 of this Article.

5. Any State Party to the Convention which 16 In arrears with the payment of its compulsory or
voluntary contribution for the current year and the calendar year Linmediately preceding it
shall not be eligibl he World Heritage Committee, although this provision
shall not apply to the first electlon,

The terms of office of any such State which is already a member of the Committee shall term-
inate at the time of the elections provided for in Article 8, paragraph ! of this Convention.

Article 17

‘The States PParties to this Convention shall consider or encourage the establishment of national,
public and private foundations or associations whose purpose is 1o Invile donations [or the protection
of the cultural and natural heritage as defined in Articles | and 2 of this Conventlon.

Article 18

The States Parties to this Conventlon shall give their
campaigns organized for the World
tional. Sclentific and Cultural Orgn
mentioned in paragraph 3 of Article 15 for this purpose.

ance to International fund-raising
ices of the United Nations Fduca-
e collections made by the bodies

V. CONDITIONS AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE

AR
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Article 18

Any State Party to this Convention may request international aasistance for property forming
part of the cultural or natural ..o.,:-un of outstanding ul real <-—=o situated within its territory.
It shall submit with its request such |, 'mation and d for in Article 21 as it
has in its poasession and as will !_-Zo the Committee to come to n nom:_o:

Article 20

Subject to the proviaions of paragraph 2 of Article 13, sub-paragraph (c) of Article 22 and
Article 23, International assistance provided for by thia Convention may be granted only to property
forming part of the cultural and naturs] heritage which the World Heritage Committee has decided,
or may decide, to enter in one of the Iista mentloned in paragraphs 2 and 4 of Article 11,

Article 21

1. The World Heritage Committee shall define the procedure by which requests to It for Inter-

pecify the content of the requent, which should
necessary, the expected cost thereof, the
degree of urgency and the reasons why the resources of the State requesting asalstance do not
allow it to meet all the expenses. Such requeats must be supported by experts’ reports when-
ever possaible.
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Requests based upon disasters or natural calamities should, by reasona of the urgent work
which they may involve, be given immediate, priority consideration by the Committee, which
should have a reserve fund at its disposal againat such contingencies.

Refore coming to a decision, the Committee shall carry out euch studics and consultations as
it deemn necessary.

Article 22

Assistance granted by the World Heritage C

may take the g forms:

(a) studies concerning the ariistic, acientific and technical problems raised by the protec-
tion, conservation, presentation and rehabilitation of the cultural and natural heritage,
aw definod In paragrapha 2 and 4 of Artlele 11 of this Convention;

{b) provision of experts, technicians and mkilled labour to ensure that the approved work ia
correctly earried out;

(e) .l..._:n of staff and speciniists at all levels In the field of Identification, protection, con-
ser L pr and of the cultural and natural heritage;

(d) supply of equipment which the State concerned does not possess or is not In a position to
acquire;

(¢) low-interest or interest-free loans which might be

repnyable on a long-term basis;

() the granting, In exceptionsl cases and for apecial reasons, of non-repaysble aubsidies.

HAL
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Article 23

The World Heritage Committee may also provide international agsistance to national or re-
glonal centres for the training of stall and specislists at all levels in the field of identification, pro-
tection, . pr and r of the cultural and natural heritage.

Article 24

Artlcle 25

Article 26
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The World Heritage Committee and the r

€lude the conditions In which a pr

terms of this Convention is provi

receiving such to contlnue to protect, conserve and present the property so
feguarded, in obs of the lald down by the agreement.

VI. EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMES

Article 27

1. The States Parties to thia Convention shall endeavour by all appropriate means, and in partic-
ular by educational and {nformation programmes, to strengthen appreciation and reapect by
their peoples of the cultural and natural heritage defined in Articles 1 and 2 of the Convention.

2. They shall undertake to keep the public broadly informed of the dangers threatening this heri-
tage and of activities carried on in pu rce of this C

Article 28

States Parties to this Convention which receive international assistance un
shall take appropriate measures to make known the importa
has been received and the role played by such ansistance.

der the Convention
1ce of the property for which

Vil. REPORTS

R
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Article 29

1.

The States Partics to this Convention shall, in the reports which they submit to the General
Conference of the United Nations Educati Scientific and Cultural Organization on dates
and in a manner to be determined by rmation on the
provisions which they have ndopted and other actlon which they have tak
of this Convention, together with detalls of the experience acquired In this field.

These reports shall be brought to the attention of the World Herltage Committee.

The Committee shall submit a report on its activities at each of the ordinary sessions of the
General Conference of the United Nations and Cultura) O

VIII. FINAL CLAUSES

Article 30

‘This Convention is drawn up in Arabic, English, French, Ruseian and Spanish, the live texts

being equally suthoritative.

Article 31
1. This Convention shall be subject to ratification or acceptance by States members of the United
Nstions and Cultural Or in with their resp

constitutional procedures,

The instruments of ratification or acceptance shall be deposited with the Director-General of
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization.
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Article 32

1. This Convention shall be open to accession by all Statea not members of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization which are Invited by the General Conference
of the Organization to accede to it.

2. Accesslon shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument of accession with the Director-
General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization.

Article 33

‘This Convention shall enter into force three months after the date of the deposit of the twen-
tieth instrument of ratification, acceptance or accession, but only with respect to those States which
have deposited their respective i of or en or before
that date, It shall enter Into force with respect to any other State three months after the deposit of
its instrument of or

Article 34

The following provisions shall apply to those States Parties to this Convention which have a
federal or non-unitary constitutional system:

(a) with regard to the provisions of this Convention, the implementation of which comes under
the legal juriadiction of the federnl or central legialative power, the obligations of the
vernment ghatl be the aame ag for those States Partier which are not

—_

2 HNORRCRHEWVLOVE EXH

(b) with reg:

ok S SIS - K e egar

o the pravisians of this Convenlion, the lmplementation of which comes under
on of Individual constituent States, countries, provinces or cantons that
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44

tem of Lhe federation to take legislative measures,
mpetent authorities of such Statea, countries,
provinces or cantons of the said provisions, with its recommendation for their adoption,

Article 35

1, Fach State Party to this Convention may denounce the Convention.

2, ‘The denunclation shall be notified by an _:.:w.:_...us. in writing, deposited with the Director-

General of the United Nations and Cultural Or ton.
3. The denunciation shall take effect twelve months after the receipt of the {nstrument of denun-
clatlion, It shall not affect the ff of the ing State until the date on

which the withdrawal takee effect.

Article 36

i?.o! are referred to jn Artic|
ments of r
nunciations provided ?1 in Artie _n um

provided for In Articles 31 and 32, and of the de-

Arcticle 37

1. This Convention may he revised hy the General Confersnce of the United Nations Fducational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization, Any such revision shall, however, hind only the States
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which shall became Parties to the revising convention,

2. If the General Con should adopt a new canvention reviaing thia Convention in whole or
new conventlon otherwine provides, this Convention shall cease to
be open to or 88 from the date on which the new revising

convention enters into force.

Article 38

In conformity with Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations, this Convention shall be

registered with the Secretarist of the United Nations st the request of the Director-General of the
United Nations Educational, Sclentific and Cultural Organization.

on, and certified
and 32 aes weil a8

The foregoing is the aul =_~=:a text of the Convention duly adopted by the General Conference of the
United Nations E i and Cultural Or ration during its session, which
was held in Paria and n_nn_)_-ma closed _7a twenty-first day of November 1972,

PP
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ﬁ Aﬁmm EK The President of the General Conference
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g% % EK The Directar (reneral

RENE MANEU
R P D

($e)

N OHR L MM M < FHE © L L S HBL S By O VB EHEW O AE L
QORI 7 BKIE 40 1) U R EN T 400 U SRR 7 HERMERXORECKENE N eV
WIE A~ Q-0 € 1 48150 °





