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UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION AGAINST ILLICIT TRAFFIC IN
" NARCOTIC DRUGS AND PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES

Adopted by the Conference at its 6th plenary meetin
on 19 December 1988

The Parties to this Convention,

Deeply concerned by the magnitude of and rising trend in the {llicit
production of, demand for and traffic in narcotic drugs and psychotropic
substances, which pose a serious threat to the health and welfare of human
beings and adversely affect the economic, cultural and political foundations
of society,

Deeply concerned also by the steadily increasing inroads into various

social groups made by illicit traffic in narcotic drugs and psychotropic
substances, and particularly by the fact that children are used in many parts
of the world as an illicit drug consumers market and for purposes of illiecit
production, distribution and trade in narcotic drugs and psychotropic

substances, which entails a danger of incalculable gravity,

Recognizing the links between illicit traffic and other related organized
criminal activities which undermine the legitimate economies and threaten the

stability, security and sovereignty of States,

Recognizing also that illicit traffic is an international criminal
activity, the suppression of which demands urgent attention and the highest
priority,

Avare that illicit traffic generates large financial profits and wealth

enabling transnational criminal organizations to penetrate, contaminate and
corrupt the structures of government, legitimate commercial and financial

business, and society at all its levels,

| PR



EERD FIERR O KRR

BEXUD ) UNTERU DV 500 1) AR DT
KRR oid O Q RENOER Y 4 o XEwRE D )
R o KB BRI o B S GREE B o 1) 0 b A O

EEOETEZHCMECEN CRKENIER (XD E
RO K S EERGE LK R U~ o 0 L v K 4%
FXEWAT0° ) WEH 0 1) R

EHXOEEEHORMUEELR 00 REORK (BE
B DRSO KENm° ) Ve 0 Ve RIbIRY
0L RO I EH C M OB RN -2 4 O 2 § Wik
IR 1@ 4 R HIHD S 0B 1 46 10 1) AU PHB 7

BUURADOKHERCRESU 05 VHESRW | s
NIBREVAE- ¢! -

KEERWHER VR VOHOKE CIKIE o)
VROV OHRECNL UHEBRROEEICI-VEREOVISE
P r@ 1) A R XU 480 1) VIR

EHXOEEFHOEEORE U QT R0 ¥BWER]
£ T VOEREURE L CHEERSHEMDOHEL LS
"o ) A HERH O

EHRRXOEFEERCRRCORECKEOHMKERHOUNR
CUSomMEI NS S O REERN R
K E R € K S RIERCS IR BT R0 U € -0 40 0 K o 32

BRUER 0N R" R | B QY R0 8 | 7
RIS | B © 3 B e 03 | R W R oo R Im 4

| <O

Datermined to deprive persons engaged in illicit traffic of the proceeds

of their criminal accivities and thereby eliminate their main incentive for so

doing,

Desiring to eliminate the root causes of the problem of abuse of narcotic
drugs and psychotropic substances, including the illicit demand for such drugs

and substances and the enormous profits derived from illicit traffic,

Considering that measures are necessary to monitor certain substances,
including precursors, chemicals and solvents, which are used in the
manufacture of narcotic drugs and psychatropic substances, the ready
availability of which has led to an increase in the clandestine manufacture of

such drugs and substances,

Determined to improve international co-operation in the suppression of

illicit traffic by sea,

Recognizing that eradication of illicit traffic is a collective
responsibility of all States and that, to that end, co-ordinated action within

the framework of international co-operation is necessary,

Acknowledging the competence of the United Nations in the field of
control of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances and desirous that the
international organs concerned with such control should be within the

framework of that Organization,

Reaffirming the guiding principles of existing treaties in the field of
narcotic drugs and paychotropic substances and the system of control which
they embody,

Recognizing the need to reinforce and supplement the messures provided in
the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, 1961, that Convention as amended by
the 1972 ‘Protocol Amending the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, 1961, and
the 1971 Convention on Psychotropic Substances, in order to counter the

magnitude and" extent of illicit traffic and its grave consequences,
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Recognizing also the importance of strengthening and enhancing effective
legsl means for international co-operation in criminal matters for suppressing

the international criminal activities of illicit traffic,

Desiring to conclude a comprehensive, effective and operative
international convention that is directed specifically agasinst illicit traffic
and that considers the various aspects of the problem ss a vhole, in
particular those aspects not envisaged in the existing treaties in the field

of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances,

Hlereby agree as follows:

Article 1

DEF INIT IONS

Except uhere otherwise expressly indicated or vhere the context othervise

requires, the following definitions shall apply throughout this Convention:

(a) "Board" mesns the International Nsrcotics Control Board es tablished
by the Single Convention on Nercotic Drugs, 1961, and that Convention as
amended by the 1972 Protocol Amending the Single Convention on Narcotic
Drugs, 19613

(b) "Cannabis plant” means any plant of the genus Cannabis;

(c) "Coca bush" means the plant of any species of the genus Erythroxylom;

(4) "“Commercial carriec" means any person or any public, private or

other entity engaged in transporting persons, goods or mails for remuneration,

hire or any other benefit;
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(e) "Commission" means the Commission on Narcotic Drugs of the Economic
and Social Council of the United Nations;

(£) "Confiscation"”, which includes forfeiture where applicable, means
the permanent deprivation of property by order of a court or other competent
authority;

(g) "Controlled delivery" means the technique of allowing illicit or
suspect consignments of narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances, substances in
Table 1 aad Table 11 annexed to this Convention, or substances substituted for
them, to pass out of, through or into the territory of one or more countries ,
with the knowledge and under the supervision of their competent authorities,
with a view to identifying persons involved in the commission of offences

established in accordance with article 3, paragraph 1 of the Convention;

(h)  "1961 Convention" means the Single Convention on Narcotic
Drugs, 1961;

(i) "1961 Convention as amended" means the Single Convention on Marcotic

Drugs, 1961, as amended by the 1972 Protocol Amending the Single Conveation on
Narcotic Drugs, 1961;

(j) "1971 Convention" means the Convention on Psychotropic

Substances, 1971

(k) "Council" means the Economic and Social Council of the
United Nations:,

(1) “Freezing" or "seizure” means temporacily prohibiting the tcans fer,
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conversion, disposition or movement of property or temporarily assuming
custody or control of property on the basis of an order issued by a court or a

competent authority;

(m) "Illicit traffic' means the offences set forth in erticle 3,

paragraphs 1| and 2, of this Convention;

(n) "Narcotic drug" means any of the substances, natural or syathetic,
in Schedules I and II of the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, 1961, and
that Convention as amended by the 1972 Protocol Amending the Single Convention
on Narcotie Drugs, 19614

(o) "Opium poppy' means the plant of the species Papaver somiferum L;

(p) "Proceeds" mesns any property derived from or obtained, directly or
indirectly, through the commission of an offence established in accordance

with article 3, paragraph I}

(q) "Property" means assets of every kind, whether corporeal or
incorporeal, movable or immovable, tangible or intangible, and legal documents

or instruments evidencing title to, or interest in, such assets;

(r) "Psychotropic substance" means any substance, natural or synthetic,
or any natural material in Schedules 1, I1, III and IV of the Convention on
Psychotropic Subatances, 1971,

(s) "Secretary-General' means the Secretary-General of the
United Nations:,

(t) "Table 1" and "Table II" mean the correspondingly numbered lists of
substances annexed to this Convention, ss amended from time to time in

accordance with acticle 12;
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(u) "Transit State" means a State through the territory of which illicit
naccotic drugs, psychotropic substances and substances in Table I and Table Il
are being moved, which is neither the place of origin nor the place of

ultimate destination thereof.

Article 2

SCOPE OF THE CONVENTION

1. The purpose of this Convention is to promote co-operation among the
Parties s0 that they may address more effectively the various aspects of
illicic traffic in narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances having an
international dimension. In carrying out their obligations under the
Convention, the Parties shall take necessary measures, including legislative
and adminigtrative measures, in conformity with the fundamental provisions of

their respective domestic legislative systems.

2. The Parties shall carry out their obligations under this Convention
in a manner consisteat with the principles of sovereign equality and
territorial integrity of States and that of non-intervention in the domestic
affairs of other States.

3. A Party shall not undertake in the tercritory of another Party the

exercise of jurisdiction and performance of functions which are exclus ively

reserved for the authorities of that other Party by its domestic law.

Article 3

OFFENCES aND SANCTIONS



#1148
JE
%

#

LR mESH

= S Bt LUKeE
WEE 4Rl R XK

Bl
{5 TR 29 A 20 ©

ST RImAt | B O%ET HHEUKRERIKE T #6
HEXBT-RNT P+ | FOHKEORPUMIN W
X EEEHo o BT BHT REST BE
D BIRO WL UBED KREST BIRST KE (Vm
CEARWERMLS ) 2O TR WM RERRN
D7 EHD EXOXBET R0V

Z RmK4 | O ERROHE LS RIDK | #
CWZORMEUMIN OV M e e U DT
NREN D KEESWEFEER 0 V°

T CURE DO N LN S EERRNITE
Y e )V

T XD EEEECK SR HMX RO NS
YRS ORI UNES SR HID KENXDER
OV HEREUED o REWEEST ENoXERE
orl )¢

T OEROE m i LR BB OHI O v B O
M) 20 QR LK BEE e 1) A°

T TOREUEOLVELORIOREXTILSOORE(
CRBR U 4o HDOUERMP A0 VRS SR
AN © IR e R o M D O v W AR e o mE W
X200 BENKETOHI O vy S HIEUERIp O

B HEE

Itk

FHOKHEETHRE

1. Each Party shall adopt such measures as may be necessary to
establish as criminal offences under its domestic law, when committed

intentionally:

(a) (i) The production, manufacture, extraction, preparation, offering,
offering for sale, distribution, sale, delivery on any terms
whatsoever, brokerage, dispatch, dispatch in transit, transport,
importation or exportation of any narcotic drug or any
psychotropic substance contrary to the provisions of the
1961 Convention, the 1961 Convention as amended or the
1971 Convention;

(ii) The cultivation of opium poppy, coca bush or cannabis plant for
the purpose of the production of narcotic drugs contrary to the
provisions of the 1961 Convention and the 1961 Convention as
amended”,

(iii) The possession or purchase of any narcotic drug or psychotropic
substance for the purpose of any of the activities enumerated
in (i) above;

(iv) The manufacture, transport or distribution of equipment,
materials or of substances listed in Table I and Table II,
knowing that they are to be used in or for the illicit
cultivation, production or manufacture of narcotic drugs or

psychotropic substances;

(v) The organizstion, management or financing of any of the offences

enumerated in (i), (ii), (iii) or (iv) above;

(b) (i) The conversion or transfer of property, knowing that such
property is derived from any offence or offences established in
accordance with subparagrath (a) of this paragrath, or from an
act of participation in such offence or offences, for the purpose
of concealing or disguising the illicit origin of the property or

of assisting any person vho is involved in the commission of such

I <H
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an offence or offences to evade the legal consequences of his

actions

(ii) The concealment or disguise of the true nature, source, location,
disposition, movement , rights with respect to, or ownership of
property, knowing that such property is derived from an offence
or offences eatsblished in accordance with subparagraph (a) of
this paragraph or from an act of participation in such an offence

or offences’,

(¢) Subject to its constitutional principles and the basic concepts of
ite legal system-

(i) The acquisition, possession or use of property, knowing, at the
time of receipt, that such property was derived from an offence
or offences established in accordance with subparagraph (a) of
this paragraph or from an act of participation in such offence

or offences;,

(ii) The possession of equipwent or materials or substances listed in
Table 1 and Table II, knowing that they are being or are to be
used in or for the illicit cultivation, production or

manu facture of narcotic drugs or psychotropic substances;

(iii) Publicly inciting or inducing others, by any means, Lo commit
any of the offeaces established in accordance with this article

or to use narcotic drugs or psychotropic substances illicitly;

(iv) Participation in, association or comspiracy to commit, attempts
to comnit and aiding, abetting, facilitating and counselling the
commission of any of the offences established in accordance with

this article.

2. Sub ject to its constitutional principles and the basic concepts of
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its legal system, each Party shall adopt such measures as may be necessary to
establish as a criminal offence under its domestic law, when committed
intentionally, the possession, purchase or cultivation of narcotic drugs or
psychotropic substances for personal consumption contrary to the provisions of

the 1961 Convention, the 1961 Convention as amended or the 1971 Convention.

3. Knowledge, inteat or purpose required as an element of an offence
set forth in paragraph 1 of this article may be inferred from objective

factual circumstances.

4, (a) Each Party shall make the commission of the offences established
in accordance with pacagraph 1 of this article liable to sanctions which take
into account the grave nature of these offences, such as imprisonment or other

forms of deprivation of liberty, pecuniary sanctions and confiscation.

(b) The Parties may provide, in addition to conviction or punishment,
for an offence established in accordance with paragraph 1 of this article,
that the offender shall undergo measures such as treatment, education,

aftercare, rehabilitation or social reintegration.

(¢c) Notwithstanding the preceding subparagraphs, in appropriate cases of
a minor nature, the Parties may provide, as alternatives to conviction or
punishment, measures such as education, rehabilitation or social
reintegration, as well as, when the offender is a drug abuser, treatment and

aftercare.

{d) The Parties may provide, either as an alternative to conviction or
punishment, or in addition to conviction or punishment of an offence
established in accordance with paragraph 2 of this article, measures for the
treatment , education, aftercare, rehabilitation or social reintegration of the

offender.

5. The Parties shall ensure that their courts and other competent

authorities having jurisdiction can take into account factual circumstances

| <



©o

S

M
%
0)
T
“HX
5]
%
-

RMTER" —SRFUEO VHL RS HIERIE U

KPa6 00 0 WK Q oS € KRR F e 1) R P
RS TIOBEE N Ch

T RRNCEeFER
WS

2 IMNRRIXNCHEER O FH
RRELOVINC

O TRRRSHIEL ~ 0 wR R 0ev 02O MR

IR A &Q O WS eA°
T EENE A OHR IR BE

~

MLﬁﬁfA%:5hﬁoé&%
SRS XV 3
S KREPORHNDIEE

= IIRRERT ERE RiEERHov B ONe — "y KE
%%L<iclamﬂ%:z B R HE R S 4 R R
R X% —NERE O vHEIHERCO LR UEm Ve
FOWEL N S VIEL RIS o
Z XHEHCEHXVEORIEC TRV L0 LWELREKS
CERX #UINSERVERCRE YOS VeEHNST

E%ﬂkfm w)n |IZ.___:H.. m—rﬂ

E4RRIERE L RS

T wis
IR

RVEeNEY

f

g

;

JEa

EEX (DECHTHMUSSRLOIEELS»Q UE

)

ERED HOYSCREUEO wHL O R RBENE0
%mﬁﬁkﬁf%lﬁi;bf&fétmﬁim;% =R
HRCOCRERUREQHMOFE ?im&%%iialﬁ

Pl
~=

which make the commission of the offences established in accordance with

paragraph 1 of this article particularly serious, such as:

(a) The involvement in the offence of an organized criminal group to
thich the offender belongs;

(b) The involvement of the offender in other international organized

criminal activities;

(c) The involvement of the offender in other illegal activities

facilitated by commission of the offence;
(d) The use of violence or arms by the offender;

(e) The fact that the offender holds a public office and that the

offence is connected with the office in question;
(£) The victimization or use of minors;

(g) The fact that the offence is committed in a penal institution or in
an educational institution or social service facility or in their immediate
vicinity or in other places to which school children and students resort for

educational, sports and social activities;

(h) Prior conviction, particularly for similar offences, whether foreign

or domestic, to the extent permitted under the domestic law of a Party.

6. The Parties shall endeavour to ensure that any discretionary legal
powers under their domestic law relating to the prosecution of persons for
offences established in accordance with this article are exercised to maximize
the effectiveness of law enforcement measures in respect of those offences and

with due regard to the need to deter the commission of such offences.
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7. The Parties shall ensure that their courts or other competent
authorities bear in mind the serious nature of the offences enumerated in
paragraph 1 of this article and the circumstances enumerated in paragragh 5 of
this article when considering the eventuality of early release or parole of

persons convicted of such offences.

8. Each Party shall, where appropriate, establish under its domeatic
law.a long statute of limitations period in which to commence proceedings for
any offence established in accordance with paragraph 1 of this article, and a
longer period where the alleged offender has evaded the administration of

justice.

9. Each Party shall take appropriate measures, consistent with its
legal system, to ensure that a person charged with or convicted of an offence
established in accordance with paragraph 1 of this article, who is found

within its cerritory, is present at the necessary criminal proceedings.

10. For the purpose of co-operation among the Parties under this
Convention, including, in particular, co-operation under articles 5, 6, 7

and 9, offences established in accordance with this article shall not be

considered as fiscal offences or as political offences or regarded as
politically motivated, without prejudice to the constitutional limitations and

the fundamental domestic law of the Parties.

11. MNothing contained in this article shall affect the principle that
the description of the offences to which it refers and of legal defences
thereto is reserved to the domestic law of a Party and that such offences

shall be prosecuted and punished in conformity with that law.
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Article &4

JURISDICT ION

1. Each Party:

(a) Shall take such measures as may be necessary to establish its
jurisdiction over the offences it has established in accordance with

article 3, paragraph 1, when:
(i) The offence is committed in its territory;

(ii) The offence is committed on board a vessel flying its flag or an
aircraft vhich is registered under its laws at the time the

offence is committed;

(b) May take such measures as may be necessary to establish {ts
jurisdiction over the offences it has established in accordance with

article 3, paragraph 1, whent

(i) The offence is committed by one of its nationals or by a person

vho has his hebitual residence in its territory;

(ii) The offence is committed on board a vessel concerning which that
Party has been authorized to take appropriate action pursusant to
article 17, provided that such jurisdiction shall be exercised
only on the basis of agreements or arrangements referred to in

paragraphs 4 and 9 of that acticle;

(iii) The offence is one of those established in accordance with
article 3, paragraph 1, subparagraph (c)(iv), and is coumitted
outside its territory with a view to the commnission, within its
tercitory, of an offence established in accordance with

article 3, paragraph 1.
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2. Each Party:

(a) shall also take such measures as may be necessary to establish its
jurisdiction over the offences it has established in accordance with
article 3, paragraph 1, when the alleged offender is preseat ia its territory

and it does not extradite him to another Party on the ground:

(i) That the offence has been committed in its territory or on board
a vessel flying its flag or an aircraft which was registered

uader its law at the time the offeace was committed; or

(ii) That the offence has been committed by one of its nationals:,

(b) May also take such measures as may be necessary to establish ite
jurisdiction over the offences it has established in accordance with
article 3, paragraph 1, when the alleged offender is present in its territory

and it does not extradite him to another Party,

3. This Convention does not exclude the exercise of any criminal

jurisdiction established by a Party in accordance with its domestic law.

Article 5

CONF ISCATION

1. Each Party shall adopt such measures ag may be necessary to enable
confiscation of:

(a) Proceeds derived from offences established in accordance with

IR
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instrusentalities or any other things referred to in paragraph 1

situated in the territory of the requested Party.

(b) Following a request made pursuvant to this article by another Party
having jurisdiction over an offence established in accordance with article 3,
paragraph 1, the requested Party shall take measures to identify, trace, and
freeze or seize proceeds, property, instrumentalities or any other things
referred to in paragraph 1 of this article fur the purpose of eventual
confiscation to be ordered either by the requesting Party or, pursuant to a
request under subparagraph (a) of this paragraph, by the requested Party.

(c) The decisions or actions provided for in subparagraphs (a) and (b)
of this paragraph shall be taken by the requested Party, in accordance with
and subject to the provisions of its domestic law and its procedural rules or
any bilateral or miltilateral treaty, agreement or arvangement to which it way

be bound in relation no.n._« requesting Party.

(d) The provisions of article 7, paragrapghs 6 to 19 are applicable

mutatis mutandis, Jn addition to the information specified in arcticle 7,

paragraph 10, requests made pursuant to this arcticle shall contain the

following®

(i) In the case of a request pertaining to subparagraph (a)(i) of
this paragraph, a description of the property to be confiscated
and a statement of the facts relied upon by the requesting Party
sufficient to enable the requested Party to seek the order under

its domestic law;

(ii) In the case of a request pertaining to subparagraph (a)(ii), a
legally admissible copy of an order of confiscation issued by

the requesting Party upon vhich the request is based, a

I R
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statement of the facts and information as to the extent to which

the execution of the order is requested;

(iii) In the case of a request pertaining to subparagrath (b), a
statement of the facts relied upon by the requesting Party and a

description of the actions requested.

(e) Each Party shall furnish to the Secretary-Ceneral the text of any of
its laus and regulations which give effect to this paragrash and the text of

any subsequent changes to such laws and regulatioms.

(f) 1If a Party elects to make the taking of the measures referred to in
subparagraphs (a) and (b) of this paragraph conditional on the existence of a
relevant treaty, that Party shall consider this Convention as the necessary

and sufficient treaty basis.

(g) The Parties shall seek to conclude bilateral and multilateral
treaties, agreements or arrangements to enhance the effectiveness of

international co-operation pursuant to this article.

5. (a) Proceeds or property confiscated by a Pacty pursuant to
paragraph 1 or paragraph 4 of this articlie shall be disposed of by that Party

according to its domestic law and administrative procedures.

(b) When acting on the request of another Party in accordance with this

article, a Party may give special consideration to concluding agreements on:

(i) Contributing the value of such proceeds and property, or funds
derived from the sale of such proceeds or property, or »
substantial part thereof, to intergoverumental bodies
specializing in the fight against illicit traffic in and abuse

of narcotic drugs and psychotropic aubstances;





