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ASIAN-PACIFIC POSTAL CONVENTION

THE UNDERSIGNED REPRESENTATIVES, DULY AUTHORIZED BY
THEIR RESPECTIVE GOVERNMENTS, HAVE, BY COMMON CONSENT,
DRAWN UP IN THIS CONVENTION THE RULES APPLICABLE IN THE
INTERNATIONAL POSTAL SERVICE BETWEEN THE MEMBER-COUNTRIES
OF THE ASIAN-PACIFIC POSTAL UNION.

CHAPTER I
GENERAL PROVISIONS

ARTICLE 1-TRANSIT CHARGES

AS A GENERAL PRINCIPLE, NO CHARGE IS COLLECTED FOR
THE TERRITORIAL, FLUVIAL OR MARITIME TRANSIT OF MAIL
EXCHANGED BETWEEN MEMBER-COUNTRIES OF THE UNION. HOWEVER,
WHERE MEMBER-COUNTRIES FIND THEMSELVES UNABLE TO GRANT
GRATUITOUS TRANSIT, A CHARGE MAY BE MADE,
BE LOWER THAN THAT AUTHORIZED OR
UNIVERSAL POSTAL CONVENTION.

THIS CHARGE MAY
PRESCRIBED BY THE

CHAPTER 11
PROVISIONS CONCERNING THE LETTER POST SERVICE

ARTICLE 2-LETTER POST

1. LETTER POST ITEMS INCLUDE LETTERS, POSTCARDS, PRINTED
PAPERS, LITERATURE FOR THE BLIND AND SMALL PACKETS.

2. THE RECIPROCAL OR UNILATERAL EXCHANGE OF LETTERS
CONTAINING PERISHABLE BIOLOGICAL SUBSTANCES OR
RADIOACTIVE MATERIALS, AND SPECIAL DELIVERY ARTICLES
IS LIMITED TO THOSE MEMBER-COUNTRIES WHOSE POSTAL
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ADMINISTRATIONS AGREE.

ARTICLE 3-POSTAGE RATES

IN THE RELATIONS OF THE POSTAL ADMINISTRATIONS OF THE
UNION, REDUCED POSTAGE RATES MAY APPLY TO LETTERS AND
POSTCARDS EXCHANGED BETWEEN THEM BY SURFACE. THESE RATES
MAY BE FIXED AT A FIGURE BETWEEN THEIR DOMESTIC RATES AND
85% OF THEIR INTERNATIONAL RATES. EXCEPTIONALLY, REDUCED
RATES MAY BE APPLIED TO OTHER LETTER-POST CATEGORIES AND
TO AIRMAIL ITEMS.

ARTICLE 4~ EXEMPTION FROM POSTAL CHARGES ON LETTFR POST
ITEMS RELATING TO THE POSTAL SERVICE

1. OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE EXCHANGED BETWEEN THE
FOLLOWING IS EXEMPT FROM ALL POSTAL CHARGES:

A) THE ORGANS OF THE UNION AND POSTAL
ADMINISTRATIONS;

B) THE ORGANS OF THE UNION AND ORGANS OF THE
UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION; AND

C) THE ORGANS OF THE UNION AND OTHER RESTRICTED

POSTAL UNIONS.

2. THE ABOVE EXEMPTION DOES NOT EXTEND TO AIRMAIL
CORRESPONDENCE ORIGINATING FROM THE ORGANS OF THE
UNION.
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CHAPTER II1
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

ARTICLE 5- APPLICATION OF THE ACTS OF THE UNIVERSAL POSTAL
UNION

1. THE PROVISIONS OF THIS CONVENTION REGULATE ALL
MATTERS AND SERVICES RELATIVE TO LETTER POST ITEMS
EXCHANGED BETWEEN THE MEMBER-COUNTRIES OF THE UNION.

2. ALL MATTERS IN CONNECTION WITH THE EXCHANGE OF LETTER
POST ITEMS AMONG THE MEMBER-COUNTRIES OF THE UNION
WHICH ARE NOT PROVIDED FOR IN THIS CONVENTION ARE
SUBJECT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE ACTS OF THE
UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION.

CHAPTER 1V
FINAL PROVISIONS

ARTICLE 6- CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL OF PROPOSALS CONCERNING
THE CONVENTION AND ITS DETAILED REGULATIONS

1. TO BECOME EFFECTIVE, PROPOSALS SUBMITTED TO CONGRESS
RELATING TO THIS CONVENTION AND ITS DETAILED
REGULATIONS MUST BE APPROVED BY A MAJORITY OF THE
MEMBER-COUNTRIES PRESENT AND VOTING.

2. TO BECOME EFFECTIVE, PROPOSALS INTRODUCED BETWEEN
CONGRESSES RELATING TO THIS CONVENTION AND ITS
DETAILED REGULATIONS MUST ATTAIN:

A) UNANIMITY OF VOTES IF THEY INVOLVE AMENDMENTS TO
ANY ARTICLE OTHER THAN ARTICLES 101 TO 103 OF
THE DETAILED REGULATIONS;

[ 1
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B) TWO-THIRDS OF THE VOTES IF THEY INVOLVE
AMENDMENTS TO ARTICLES 101 TO 103 OF THE
DETAILED REGULATIONS; AND

Cc) A MAJORITY OF THE VOTES IF THEY INVOLVE

INTERPRETATION OF THE
CONVENTION, PROTOCOL AND DETAILED
REGULATIONS, EXCEPT IN CASE OF A DISPUTE
SUBMITTED TO ARBITRATION AS PROVIDED FOR IN
ARTICLE 23 OF THE CONSTITUTION,

PROVISIONS OF THE
THE FINAL

ARTICLE 7-EFFECTIVE DATE AND DURATION OF THE CONVENTION

THIS CONVENTION SHALL ENTER INTO FORCE ON 1 JULY 1992
AND SHALL REMAIN IN FORCE UNTIL THE ENTRY INTO FORCE OF
THE CONVENTION OF THE NEXT CONGRESS.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, THE UNDERSIGNED, BEING DULY
AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVES OF THEIR RESPECTIVE
GOVERNMENTS, HAVE SIGNED ONE COPY OF THE CONVENTION, WHICH
SHALL BE DEPOSITED IN THE ARCHIVES OF THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE MEMBER-COUNTRY IN WHICH THE CENTRAL OFFICE IS
SITUATED, AND OF WHICH A DUPLICATE SHALL BE TRANSMITTED TO
EACH MEMBER-COUNTRY BY THAT GOVERNMENT.

DONE AT ROTORUA, 6 DECEMBER, 1990.
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