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CONVENTION FOR A

NORTH PACIFIC MARINE SCIENCE QORGANIZATION (PICES)

PREAMBLE

THE CONTRACTING PARTIES,

RECOGNIZING the need for improved scientific understanding of the North
Pacific Ocean and its processes, living resources, and oceanographic features;

AWARE that due to the vast expanse of the North Pacific Ocean, scientific
understanding of the area can be best achieved through a spirit of international
scientific cooperation on a mutually beneficial basis;

DESIRING to establish an appropriate intergovernmental organization to
promote and facilitate such scientific cooperation and avoid duplication of
effort;

ACKNOWLEDGING that the activity of the organization must be based on the
principles and rules of the international law of the sea applicable to marine
scientific research;

HAVE AGREED as follows:

Article |

Establishment of the Organization

The Contracting Parties hereby establish an intergovernmental organization
entitled the North Pacific Marine Science Organization (PICES), hereinafter
referred to as the "Organization.”

Article 11

The Area Concerned
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The area which the activities of the Organization concern shall be the temperate
and sub-Arctic region of the North Pacific Ocean and its adjacent seas,
especially northward from 30 degrees North Latitude, hereinafter referred to as
1he "ar«« concerned”. Activities of the Organization, for scientific reasons, may
extend farther southward in the North Pacific Ocean.

rticle Il

‘The purpose of the Organization shall be:

(a) to promote and coordinate marine scientific research in order to
advance scientific knowledge of the area concerned and of its
living resources, including but not necessarily limited to research
with respect to the ocean environment and its Interactions with
land and atmosphere, its role in and response to global weather
and climate change, its flora, fauna and ecosystems, its uses and
resources, and impacts upon it from human activities; and

(b) to promote the collection and exchange of information and data
related to marine scientific research in the area concerned.

Article IV

The Organization shall consist of:
(a) a Governing Council (the "Council");

(b) such permanent or ad_hog scientific groups and committees as the
Council may establish from time to time; and

(c) a Secretariat.



T4

HOHBUOLELEC PO MM e"
fém%@@%miﬁvrﬁnU:zne
@

S EXEHERE
WEXPORLSOEMERHEIEN P CN°
2 mﬁﬁﬁkﬁ?aﬂﬁéntMﬁE@&U B 10 1R

NSO REAOYEERE NEF oKL
l@lmmay WHEOMREULe®

S EHHONME EEXOBMOXEXHM ORXOLIE

YRSV
T EXEFUELQEN-HOTMRES LSO YER
LR NIV
T EFRIINEINLIIAKDIOEANHHOLBIEER 0
NE
E ENoANESEIONELSQOEROREMIE e
RE
SR DEHOHBIOVELREKS PO XKL 0’
T EROHNRERADSERTVERE ORAODIWZEROV
AP0 °
Z MUOWEOTHMNERORVDEPT O N®
T BREOHEEHNYPKE QN
T EBEROHSHERAOKBIER ORODEER DN
T BRECKEHENKMPONN®
E BEREREYHESRIV®
R C B R LR 0 kR

Article V

Functions of the Governing Council

The scientific functions of the Council shall be, inter alia:

(a) to identify research priorities and problems periaining to the area
concerned, as well as appropriate methods for their solutior;

(b) to recommend coordinated research programmes and related
activities pertaining to the area concerned, which shall be
undertaken through the national efforts of the participating
Conlracting Parties;

(c) to promote and facilitate the exchange of scientific data,
information, and personnel;

(d) to consider requests to develop scientific advice pertaining to the
area concerned;

(e) to organize scientific symposia and other scientific .« vents; and

(f) to foster the discussion of protioine of mutual scientific interest

‘The administrative functions of the Council shall be, inter alia:

(a) to adopt and, if necessary, to amend the Rules of Procedure and
financial regulations of the Organization:

(b) to consider and recommend amendments to the Convention;
(c) to adopt the annual report of the Organization;

(d) to examine and adopt the annual budget and final accounts of the
Organization;

(e) to determine the location of the Secretariat;

(f) toappoint the Executive Secretary;

SEY
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(g)to maintain contact with other relevant international

organizations; and
(h) to manage the activities of the Organization.
3. The Council shall take such other decisions as may be necessary or

desirable 1o enable the Organization to carry out its activities efficiently and
effectively.

Article VI

Composition and Procedures of the Governing Counci

1. Each Contracting Parly shall be a member of the Council and shall
appoint to the Council not more than two delegates, who may be accompanied
as appropriate by alternates, experts and advisers.

2. The Council shall elect a Chairman and a Vice-Chairman, taking due
account of the principle of rotation among Contracting Parties. The Chairman
and Vice-Chairman shall be representatives of different Contracting Parties.
During his term the Chairman shall cease to be part of his national delegation.

3. The Chairman of the Council shall convene a regular annual meeting
of the Organization. The annual meetings shall ordinarily be held at the seat of
the Organization, unless otherwise decided by the Council.

4. Any meeting of the Council, other than the annual meeling, shall be
called by the Chairman at such time and place as the Chairman may determine,
upon the request of the Council.

. The Council may invite other states, organizations, and expeits o
attend scientific meetings of the Organization, or to participate in activities of
the Organization on such terms as the Councdil may establish

Article VI

Decision Making in the Governing Council
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1. Each Contracting Party shall have one vote in the proceedings of the
Council.

2. The Council shalt make every effort to take decisions on the basis of
consensus. For the purpose of this Convention, consensus means the absence of
a formal objection.

3. If all efforts at consensus have been exhausted, and no agreement has
been reached, decisions of the Council may be adopted by a three-quarters
majority vote of the Contracting Parties present and voting.

4. Notwithstanding _umnmwﬂw_v: 3, consensus shall be required for the
following:

(a) the establishment of permanent or ad_hoc scientific groups and
committees;

(b) the appointment of an Executive Secretary;
(c) the adoption of the annual budget of the Organization;
(d) recommendations for amendment of this Convention;

(e) the holding of any meeting of the Council other than the annual
meeting; and

(f) other matters of substance that the Council may agree upon.

Article VII1
The Secretariat
The Council shall appoint an Executive Secretary on such terms and with such
duties as il may determine. The staff of the Secretariat shall be appointed by the

FExecutive anm_xQ in accordance with such rules, procedures, and
requirements as may be determined by the Council.

SES



EERmE

$EERE
o Wl

#rs
W&

SKEFHE © BH AR U R 0 kiR

BRk =ERK

- HEHL BRONLSOCHXNBIEEF "

N NELSES HEXEBREERC REHS WELEGS
HWERES BRECKH+- CHOEM P M En”

M RERHUE UDOHROHUROVELHOSEZTHORES
KEBESYOHSUOUERIVERF e BB OV |HOE
RUHPIMFLONIERHY REURAETROH NPT QN
SEo WOMBEYBIEON I EURULRIVEERKME
POBTMEONSS

FHok EERBROIER

HBRUOHEMROUERED" HEVE Q-

R4k FRXORE

- BRED BRIVWVOEFLUZHECEREH+REZBVE
EFPORUVSOH<EXOHBHORRPT &0

N BRSO OVOHKE HE<KOHREMNCOYRI BRIY
CERELRHRERE-NF-RERAVSE VOBV L o
ROBEVHREONECLSE MBS PO VMm@

HO

Article IX

Financial Provisions

1 The Council shall adopt an annual budget for the
Crganization.

2. Each Contracting Party shall contribute to the annual budget.
Contributions shall be paid in the currency of the state in which the Secretariat
is located in accordance with the respective laws and regulations of cach
Contracting Party.

3. The Council shall consi i+ mecling the failure of any
Conlracting Party to discharge i ons under this Convenlion.
A Contracting Party that fails to pay its contributions for two consecutive years
shall not, during the period of its default, have the right to participate in the
taking of decisions in the Council unless the Council decides otherwise.

Article X

Working and Official Language

The working and official language of the Council shall be English.

Arlicle X

Privileges and Immunities

1. The Organization shall enjoy such legal personality and capacity as
may be agreed between the Organization and the Contracting Party in whose
territory the Secretariat is located.

2. The Organization, its officers and employees, together with delegates
to the Council, shall enjoy such privileges and immunities, necessary for the
fulfillment of their functions, as may be agreed between the Organization and
the Contracting Party in whose territory the Secretariat is located.



Hitow
[T )
SISV

i
7 il
&U%::

BRI BEtoBMMT VMO I NN

1co§%®u»6ﬁibicﬁrﬁ:®%mm
MEOS &EEQHERP amct%gbiicne 5%
RPN Fo oS R SR B

s E@@ﬁﬁ\:ﬁﬁzmﬁﬂikﬁmnﬂTélW&
HMOVEREOHY HEgBETOpIs (BHTik
KELOIVPOESHOMBEDMD® )

S HXERTEHOEMEEVRBE e BT

o
I

&l
5

T ERHREEOPNICI I BEXSERIEECYORCH
R

N NOEMESANORKES EXHOREVERER R
PWERLROVIPRODOVEIVHHONS"

iR

Rk BoDT =M =0 i B

= NEOXEFE +RIEK+ I HNR | DROER+ i+
I O#HP RARDNSORADERIVY RAR FH<BEHR
B D¥H Dy A LJd@HBHRBEERKXODNIN=RAQ
KELZAOMIOUISREROIVMRV®

N NORER WNBOHEHNROWELRELS MUEL
HOPREOL HBEUIXBIHRBUIIDSSRTIONS
HEW KRB EEREE FREWVOPEEPORED
BENKERT®

Article XI}

No Prejudice o Existing Rights

1. Nothing in this Convention, nor activities of the Organization taking
place pursuant to it, shall prejudice or in any way affect:

(a) the sovereignty, sovereign rights and jurisdiction of a Contracting
Party under international law over its territorial sea, 200 nautical
mile zone, or continental shelf, including its jurisdiction over
marine scientific research;

(b) the rights of a Contracting Party to manage its national research
programs;

(c) other international agreements, bilateral or multilateral, to which
Contracting Parties are party.

2. Nothing in this Convention shall be construed as authorizing the
Organization to regulate the activities of the Contracting Parlies.

Article X1II
Signature and Ralification, Acceptance or Approval

1. The Convention shall be open for signature at Ottawa, Canada, from
March 1, 1921 until December 31, 1991 by Canada, the People's Republic of
China Jap -, the Union of Soviel Socialist Republics and the United States of
America.

2. The Convention shall be subject to ratification, acceptance or approval
by the signatory states in accordance with their domestic laws and procedures.
Instruments of ratification, acceptance or approval shall be deposited with the
Governument of Canada, which shall act as the Depository.

M
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Article XIV

1. The Convention shall enter into force sixty days after the date on
which three of the signatory states have deposited instruments of ratification,
acceptance or approval with the Depository.

2. After the Convention has entered into force, it shall be open for
accession by any non-signatory state. States desiring to accede to the
Convention may so notify the Depository which shall notify the Contracting
Parties. In the absence of a written objection by a Contracting Party within 90
days of receipt of such notification, a state may accede by deposit of an
instrument of accession with the Depository and accession shall take effect sixty
days following deposit.

Article XV

Amendments

Any Contracting Party or the Council may propose amendments to this
Convention. The text of a proposed amendment shall be transmitted to all
Contracting Parties by the Depository at least 90 days prior to the meeting at
which the amendment is proposed to be considered. Amendments shall enter
into force sixty days after the deposit of instruments of ratification, acceptance
or approval by all of the Contracting Parties in accordance with their domestic
laws and procedures.

Article XVI

Withdrawal

A Contracling Parly may withdraw from this Convention at any time by giving
writlen notice of withdrawal to the Depository. The withdrawal shall be
effective six months after receipt of the notice of withdrawal by the Depository.
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Article XVII

Termination

This Convention shall be terminated upon the withdrawal of thie: of
the signatory states listed in Article XIII.

2. The effective date of terminatic all be one ycar .-fter the depasit
with the Depository of the number of w ‘als required 10 terminate the
Conv entien in accordance with parijraph 1 abeve

Article XVIH

Authentic Texis and Certified Copies

The original of the present Convention in the English and French languages,
each version being equally authentic, shall be deposited with the Depository,
which shall transmit certified copies thereof to ali of the signatory states.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, having been duly authorized to this
effect by their respective Governments, have signed this Convention:

M
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