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AGREEMENT FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROVISIONS

OF THE UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON THE LAW OF THE

SEA OF 10 DECEMBER 1982 RELATING TO THE CONSERVATION

AND MANAGEMENT OF STRADDLING FISH STOCKS AND HIGHLY
MIGRATORY FISH STOCKS

The States Parties to this Agreement,

Recalling the relevant provisions of the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982,

Determined to ensure the long-term conservation and sustainable use
of straddling fish stocks and highly migratory fish stocks,

Resolved to improve cooperation between States to that end,

Calling for more effective enforcement by flag States, port States
and coastal States of the conservation and managemeni measures adopted
for such stocks,

Seeking to address in particular the problems identified in
chapter 17, programme area C, of Agenda 21 adopted by the United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development, namely, that the management
of high seas fisheries is inadequate in many areas and that some
resources are overutilized; noting that there are probiems of
unregulated fishing, over-capitalization, excessive fleet size, vessel
reflagging to escape controls, insufficiently selective gear, unreliable
databases and lack of sufficient cooperation hetwsen States,

Committing themselves to responsible fisheries,

Conscious of the need to avoid adverse impacts on the marine
environment, preserve biodiversity, maintain the integrity of marine
ecosystems and minimize the risk of long~term or irreversible effects of
fishing operations,

Recognizing the need for specific assistance, including financial,
scientific and technological assistance, in order that developing States
can participate effectively in the conservation, management and
sustainable use of straddling fish stocks and highly migratory fish
stocks,

Convinced that an agreement for the implementation of the relevant
provisions of the Convention would best serve these purposes and
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contribute to the maintenance of international peace and security,

Affirming that matters not wowcdmﬁma by the Convention or by this

Agreement”continue to be governed by the rules and principles of general
international law,

ave agreed as follows:

PART 1
GENERAL vmo<HWuozw
Article 1

Use of terms and scope

1. For the purposes of -this Agreement:

(a) “"Convention" means the United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea of 10 December 1982;

(b) "“conservation and management measures” means measures to
conserve and manage one or more species of living marine resources that
are adopted and applied consistent with the relevant rules of
international law as reflected in the Convention and this Agreement;

(¢) "fish" includes molluscs and crustaceans except those
belonging to sedentary species as defined in article 77 of the
Convention; and

(d) “arrangement” means a cooperative mechanism established in
accordance with the Convention and this Agreement by two or more States
for the purpose, inter alia, of establishing conservation and management
measures in a subregion or region for one or more straddling fish stocks
or highly migratory fish stocks.

2. (a) “States Parties” means States which have consented to be bound
by this Agreement and for which the Agreement is in force.

(b) This Agreement applies mutatis mutandis:

(i) to any entity referred to in article 305, paragraph 1 (c), (d)
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and (e), of the Convention and

(ii) subject to article 47, to any entity referred to as an
"international organization” in Annex IX, article 1, of the
Convention

which becomes a Party to this Agreement, and to that extent "States
Parties” refers to those entities.

3. This Agreement applies mutatis mutandi
whose vessels fish on the high seas.

.to other fishing entities

Article 2
Objective

The objective of this Agreement is to ensure the long-term
conservation and sustainable use of straddling fish stocks and highly
migratory fish stocks through effective implementation of the relevant
provisions of the Convention.

Article 3
Application

1. Unless otherwise provided, this Agreement applies to the
conservation and management of straddling fish stocks and highly
migratory fish stocks beyond areas under national jurisdiction, except
that articles 6 and 7 apply also to the conservation and management of
such stocks within areas under national jurisdiction, subject to the
different legal regimes that apply within areas under national
jurisdiction and in areas beyond national jurisdiction as provided for
in the Convention.

2. In the exercise of its sovereign rights for the purpose of
exploring and exploiting, conserving and managing straddling fish stocks
and highly migratory fish stocks within areas under national
jurisdiction, the coastal State shall apply mutatis mutandis the general
principles enumerated in article 5.

3. States shall give due consideration to the respective capacities of
developing States to apply articles 5, 6 and 7 within areas under
national jurisdiction and their need for assistance as provided for in
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this Agreement. To this end, Part VII applies mutatis mutandis in
respect of areas under national jurisdiction.

Article 4

and the Convention

Nothing in this Agreement shall prejudice the rights, jurisdiction
and duties of States under the Convention. This Agreement shall be
interpreted and applied in the context of and in a manner consistent
with the Convention.

PART II

CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT OF STRADDLING
FISH STOCKS AND HIGHLY MIGRATORY FISH
STOCKS

Article 5

In order to conserve and manage straddling fish stocks and highly
migratory fish stocks, coastal States and States fishing on the high
seas shall, in giving effect to their duty to cooperate in accordance
with the Convention:

(a) adopt measures to ensure long-term sustainability of
straddling fish stocks and highly migratory fish stocks and promote the
objective of their optimum utilization;

(b) ensure that such measures are based on the best scientific
evidence available and are designed to maintain or restore stocks at
levels capable of producing maximum sustainable yield, as qualified by
relevant environmental and economic factors, including the special
requirements of developing States, and taking into account fishing
patterns, the interdependence of stocks and any generally recommended
international minimum standards, whether subregional, regional or
global;

(c) apply the precautionary approach in accordance with article 6;

{d) assess the impacts of fishing, other human activities and
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environmental factors on target stocks and species belonging to the same
ecosystem or associated with or dependent upon the target stocks;

(e) adopt, where necessary, conservation and management measures

for species belonging to the same ecosystem or associated with or
dependent upon the target stocks, with a view to maintaining or
restoring populations of such species above levels at which their
reproduction may become seriously threatened;

(f) minimize pollution, waste, discards, catch by lost or
abandoned gear, catch of nhon-target species, both fish and non-fish
species, (hereinafter referred to as non-target species) and impacts on
associated or dependent species, in particular endangered species,
through measures including, to the extent practicable, the development
and use of selective, environmentally safe and cost-effective fishing
gear and techniques;

(g) protect biodiversity in the marine environment;

(h) take measures to prevent or eliminate overfishing and excess
fishing capacity and to ensure that levels of fishing effort do not
exceed those commensurate with the sustainable use of fishery resources;

(i) take into account the interests of artisanal and subsistence
fishers;

(j) collect and share, in a timely manner, complete and accurate

‘data concerning fishing activities on, inter alia, vessel position,

catch of target and non-target species and fishing effort, as set out in
Annex I, as well as information from national and international research

programmes;

(k) promote and conduct scientific research and develop
appropriate technologies in support of fishery conservation and
management; and

(1) implement and enforce conservation and management measures
through effective monitoring, control and surveillance.

Article 6

1. States shall apply the precautionary approach widely to

RENI



B R SR

PRI O [ BRI Q B S BRCOBERR S O 5 WAV HER 400°

N LS OEN EERNER KHEXENFRYSOREET | BO MBS E Um0 +R
ST IR S0 A0 O 17 B BTN 0 U RO BT XD S 0 A
VOB A 04 5°

® LAERLOHD RESREIRAGVIKER QLMY 0 7 e A’

—~

B <04 W anQEEY Q EINRIEE O < s D ir N 4 BDNEEXOKBRHEN R0
SR ORI S UKECKEN S EMIEQRIERDIH © -0 C MBI K VR0V

—_~

3 EEHE LB A0 E VB0 VRO NP0 A S P AUQIE N O R R LT 5 W
KIS B © 5 S R 4 ST S 2 0 A O 4 B 14 000 BBV K P00 V°

—~

3 N EEQBE O RIS BT RGIEHE D RO OB ORE EN
QRO RE” AEBRGE O SRR K IR O MR 1 5 08 L EBEIERL 2 ER
SO MR O MR B EIRECO I © KENIPE N <500 °

T EERR A SR GO 1 BRI X O b QI D 1 1) S0 QB © IR KR
HAREAEEE0 4R NI — 2 © BB OB O i EN BP0 VED LU S0 S RO RIENE
KD AQT ERUBERHD Y L 0HmE VKR 04 Q L QBEAGREVEKE 0. °

<+ AR OE-T EHE BT U HIE O S UG 1 ER A TR R VR O 9 5 ) U K

040 QIRINANC L2 QE SRR M S E SN IRGu R 18T WS SRV ER

0 RN 0 S QRIIEIT S VK0 L3N A0S

10 242 OEHS SSRGS LRI i b TR A BRI T IOV IOV SRR

P HE I T 1) 260 © KR X L © KBRS0 L B S e R ETR 08U 1

O QM X L Q WRVEIP 0 SO diR QIER MO O 1T sk b BUIC IV IR R 1

14r0°

© LESOH. RBMOEAEQERN 0L VE Mool S K S it (R

%E@ﬂ@&ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁi@ﬁﬁ%ﬁbovEkbo%ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁm\ﬁﬁwﬁﬁ%kﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁu

| |- REI

conservation, managenent and exploitation of straddling fish stocks and
highly migratory fish stccks in order to protect the living marine
resources and preserve the marine environment.

2., States shall be more cautious when information is uncertain,
unreliable or inadequzte. The absence of adequate scientific
information shall not be used as a reason for postponing or failing to
take conservation and management measures.

3. In implementing the precautionary approach, States shall:

(a) dimprove decision-making for fishery resource conservation and
management by obtaining and sharing the best scientific information

available and implemsnting improved »oosswncmm for dealing with risk and
uncertainty;

(b) apply the guidelines set out in Annex Il and determine, on the
basis of the best scientific information available, stock-specific
reference points and the action to be taken if they are exceeded;

(c) take into account, inter -alia, uncertainties relating to the
size and productivity of the stocks, reference points, stock condition
in relation to such reference points, levels and distribution of fishing
mortality and the impact of fishing activities on non-target and
associated or dependeni species, as well as existing and predicted
oceanic, environmental and socio-economic conditions; and

(d) develop data collection and research programmes to assess the
impact of fishing on non-target and associated or dependent species and
their environment, and adopt plans which are necessary to ensure the
conservation of such species and to protect habitats of special concern.

4. States shall taxe measures to ensure that, when reference points
are approached, they will not be exceeded, In the event that they are
exceeded, States shall, without delay, take the action determined under
paragraph 3 (b) to restore the stocks.

5. Where the status of target stocks or non-target or associated or
dependent species is of concern, States shall subject such stocks and
species to enhanced monitoring in order to review their status and the
efficacy of conservation and management measures. They shall revise
those measures regu-arly in the light of new information.

6. For new or explo-atory fisheries, States shall adopt as soon as
possible cautious ccnservation and management measures, including,



— 3

B R
HEF

STHGEIR G X b RN O 5 W O RENE U0 0 M HREIN— 1R IO 0 YRR AHEA G S A
O WVOMREIN O 2 ORERERAS O WA SMEEEE 0 A s it B Tl % HAE0.S00° SRS
BEEE A 0 SR It BT O S\ 7 HESTLSIRADN 1 TASEIR Q E D SRR S RS0

ro
-

& SR OEH MEIRER KA ING S N NG P T [ A A © K M B S IR
BRI T EHEIR RV © S S HIRBA TR0 S 1 VB 0 40 M EREE © BRI BT b
A0 LA R OH EHMIIERR K LN = N E R X T E A SRR R S N R
FEERAU4S O 1 2000842 A0 5 o7 K © BRI BRI -AQ° KA O SRk I | RS
R 07 <Hb a0 S VA CIE S TR RB LT RUD L TS0 H 5"

RPK e EEEQ | w3

- FQEEEQ I L0 KBTI L B RV O ORI HOUME NS
O SEUEIQ HEBDER L 8 0 PR L BIM0-0 QRO KRN O QG 2 ) mEBVER N
Yo\ QEIQ ERAMIO 87

@xbﬁﬁuyﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁmﬁbrm\@%?5@%@&0%&@#@@%&@Tt&é%ﬁt%ﬁ?
QB R AR I 0 2\ IR A TS T A O 137 3N X R SR M R 08ER S 40 S 1M
LHE QB O MRS Q i © 1= MR M BRI IR R L QM KR Q IKIE S

£ ROQIC SR O 5 W i 00 BR 0]

@%EHE@%%%%K%LTM\@%Té%%ﬁ%@@ﬁ@&ﬁ&éﬁﬁmﬁhT%%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ?
CED FC@mEQ - X B ORANELS MNFHNELLRQ L W okigy kD" &
O M QIR SRR 5 O MR VB a0 Q7 Huli X MR L BRI BRR S 448 1M

HHERWED WIERF0C°

N QEN (S Q00K b in B E C M S 1 R0 R E L O L RSO0 K b e i v
T AN D NN I O HE A 3 B G © BRSOl B 0 00 0 | I 400

HB R R

inter alia, catch limits and effort limits. Such measures shall remain
jn force until there are sufficient data to allow assessment of the
impact of the fisheries on the long-term sustainability of the stocks,
whereupon conservation and management measures based on that assessment

shall be implemented. The latter measures shall, if appropriate, allow
for the gradual development of the fisheries.

7. If a natural phenomenon has a significant adverse impact on the
status of straddling fish stocks or highly migratory fish stocks, States
shall adopt conservation and management measures on an emergency basis
to ensure that fishing activity does not exacerbate such adverse impact.
States shall also adopt such measures on an emergency basis where
fishing activity presents a serious threat to the sustainability of such
stocks. Measures taken on an emergency basis shall be temporary and
shall be based on the best scientific evidence available.

Article 7

Compatibility of conservation and
management measures

1. Without prejudice to the sovereign rights of coastal States for the
purpose of exploring and exploiting, conserving and managing the living
marine resources within areas under national jurisdiction as provided
for in the Convention, and the right of all States for their nationals
to engage in fishing on the high seas in accordance with the Convention:

(a) with respect to straddling fish stocks, the relevant coastal
States and the States whose nationals fish for such stocks in the
adjacent high seas area shall seek, either directly or through the

.appropriate mechanisms for cooperation provided for in Part III, to

agree upon the measures necessary for the conservation of these stocks
in the adjacent high seas area;

(b) with respect to highly migratory fish stocks, the relevant
coastal States and other States whose nationals fish for such stocks in
the region shall cooperate, either directly or through the appropriate
mechanisms for cooperation provided for in Part III, with a view to
ensuring conservation and promoting the objective of optimum utilization
of such stocks throughout the region, both within and beyond the areas
under national jurisdiction.

2. Conservation and management measures established for the 3¢m3.mmmm
and those adopted for areas under national jurisdiction shall be
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compatible in order to ensure conservation and management of the
straddling fish stocks and highly migratory fish stocks in their
entirety. To this end, coastal States and States fishing on the high
seas have a duty to cooperate for the purpose of achieving compatible
measures in respect of such stocks. In determining compatible
conservation and management measures, States shall:

(a) take into account the conservation and management measures
adopted and applied in accordance with article 61 of the Convention in
respect of the same stocks by coastal States within areas under national
jurisdiction and ensure that measures established in respect of such
stocks for the high seas do not undermine the effectiveness of such

measures;

(b) take into account previously agreed measures established and
applied for the high seas in accordance with the Convention in respect
of the same stocks by relevant coastal States and States fishing on the
high seas;

(c) take into account previously agreed measures established and
applied in accordance with the Convention in respect of the same stocks
by a subregional or regional fisheries management organization or
arrangement;

(d) take into account the biological unity and other biological
characteristics of the stocks and the relationships between the
distribution of the stocks, the fisheries and the-geographical
particularities of the region concerned, including the extent to which
the stocks occur and are fished in areas under national jurisdiction;

(e) take into account the respective dependence of the coastal
States and the States fishing on the high seas on the stocks concerned;
and’

(f) ensure that such measures do not result in harmful impact on
the living marine resources as a whole.

3. In giving effect to their duty to cooperate, States shall make
every effort to agree on compatible conservation and management measures
within a reasonable period of time.

4, If no agreement can be reached within a reasonable period of time,
any of the States concerned may invoke the procedures for the settlement
of disputes provided for in Part VIII.
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8. Pending agreement on compatible conservation and management
measures, the States concerned, in a spirit of understanding and
cooperation, shall make every effort to enter into provisional
arrangements of a practical nature. In the event that they are unable
to agree on such arrangements, any of the States concerned may, for the
purpose of obtaining provisional measures, submit the dispute to a court
or tribunal in accordance with the procedures for the settlement of
disputes provided for in Part VIII.

6. Provisional arrangements or measures entered into or prescribed
pursuant to paragraph 5 shall take into account the provisions of this
Part, shall have due regard to the rights and obligations of all States
concerned, shall not jeopardize or hamper the reaching of final
agreement on compatible conservation and management measures and shall
be without prejudice to the final outcome of any dispute settlement
procedure.

7. Coastal States shall regularly inform States fishing on the high
seas in the subregion or region, either directly or through appropriate
subregional or regional fisheries management organizations or
arrangements, or through other appropriate means, of the measures they
have adopted for straddling fish stocks and highly migratory fish stocks
within areas under their national jurisdiction.

8. States fishing on the high seas shall regularly inform other
interested States, either directly or through appropriate subregional or
regional fisheries management organizations or arrangements, or through
other appropriate means, of the measures they have adopted for
regulating the activities of vessels flying their flag which fish for
such stocks on the high seas.

PART I1I
MECHANISMS FOR INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION
CONCERNING STRADDLING FISH STOCKS AND

HIGHLY MIGRATORY FISH STOCKS

Article 8

Cooperation for conservation and management
1. Coastal States and States fishing on the high seas shall, in

accordance with the Convention, pursue cooperation in relation to
straddling fish stocks and highly migratory fish stocks either directly

IR
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or through appropriate stbregional or regional fisheries management
organizations or arrangsments, taking into account the specific
characteristics of the subregion or region, to ensure effective
conservation and managenent of such stocks.

2. States shall enter into consultations in good faith and without
delay, particularly wher: there is evidence that the straddling fish
stocks and highly migratory fish stocks concerned may be under threat of
over-exploitation or where a new fishery is being developed for such
stocks. To this end, consultations may be initiated at the request of
any interested State witn a view to establishing appropriate
arrangements to ensure conservation and management of the stocks.
Pending agreement on such arrangements, States shall observe the
provisions of this Agreement and shall act in good faith and with due
regard to the rights, interests and duties.of other States.

3. Where a subregional or regional fisheries management organization
or arrangement has the competence to establish conservation and
management measures for sarticular straddling fish stocks or highly
migratory fish stocks, States fishing for the stocks on the high seas
and relevant coastal States shall give effect to their duty to cooperate
by becoming members of such organization or participants in such
arrangement, or by agreeing to apply the conservation and management
measures established by such organization or arrangement. States having
a real interest in the fisheries concerned may become members of such
organization or participants in such arrangement. The terms of
participation in such crganization or arrangement shall not preciude
such States from membership or participation; nor shall they be applied
in a manner which discriminates against any State or group of States
having a real interest in the fisheries concerned.

4. Only those.States which are members of such an organization or
participants in such an arrangement, or which agree to apply the
conservation and managemsnt measures established by such organization or
arrangement, shall have access to the fishery resources to which those
measures apply.

5. Where there is no subregional or regional fisheries management
organization or arrangemznt to establish conservation and management
measures for a particular straddling fish stock or highly migratory fish
stock, relevant coastal States and States fishing on the high seas for
such stock in the subreg-on or region shall cooperate to establish such
an organization or enter into other appropriate arrangements to ensure
conservation and management of such stock and shall participate in the
work of the organjzatior or arrangement.
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6. Any State intending to propose that action be taken by an
intergovernmental organization having competence with respect to living
resources should, where such action would have a significant effect on
conservation and management measures already established by a competent
subregional or regional fisheries management organization or
arrangement, consult through that organization or arrangement with its
members or participants. To the extent practicable, such consultation
should take place prior to the submission of the proposal to the
intergovernmental organization.

Article 9

1. In establishing subregional or regional fisheries management
organizations or in entering into subregional or regional fisheries
management arrangements for straddling fish stocks and highly migratory
fish stocks, States shall agree, inter alia, on:

(a) the stocks to which conservation and management measures
apply, taking into account the biological characteristics of the stocks
concerned and the nature of the fisheries involved;

(b) the area of application, taking into account article 7,
paragraph 1, and the characteristics of the subregion or region,
including socio-economic, geographical and environmental factors;

(c) the relationship between the work of the new organization or
arrangement and the role, objectives and operations of any relevant
existing fisheries management organizations or arrangements; and

(d) the mechanisms by which the organization or arrangement will
ohtain scientific advice and review the status of the stocks, including,
where appropriate, the establishment of a scientific advisory body.

2. States cooperating in the formation of a subregional or regional
fisheries management organization or arrangement shall inform other
States which they are aware have a real interest in the work of the
proposed organization or arrangement of such cooperation.

HRR
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Article 10

and_arrangements

In fulfilling their obligation to cooperate through subregional or
regional fisheries management organizations or arrangements, States
shall:

(a) agree on and comply with conservation and management measures
to ensure the Tong-term sustainability of straddling fish stocks and
highly migratory fish stocks;

(b) agree, as appropriate, on umwﬁwo*umﬂoﬁx rights such as
allocations of allowable catch or levels of fishing effort;

(¢) adopt and apply any generally recommended international
minimum standards for the responsible conduct of fishing operations;

(d) obtain and evaluate scientific advice, review the status of
the stocks and assess the impact of fishing on non-target and associated
or dependent species;

(e) agree on standards for collection, reporting, verification and
exchange of data on fisheries for the stocks;

(f) compile and disseminate accurate and complete statistical
data, as described in Annex I, to ensure that the best scientific
evidence is available, while maintaining confidentiality where
appropriate; '

(g) promote and conduct scientific assessments of the stocks and
relevant research and disseminate the results thereof;

(h) establish appropriate .cooperative mechanisms for effective
monitoring, control, surveillance and enforcement;

(i) agree on means by which the fishing interests of new members
of the organization or new participants in the arrangement will be
accommodated;

(j) agree on decision-making procedures which facilitate the
adoption of conservation and management measures in a timely and
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effective manner;

(k) promote the peaceful settlement of disputes in accordance with
Part VIII;

(1) ensure the full cooperation of their relevant national
agencies and industries in implementing the recommendations and
decisions of the organization or arrangement; and

(m) give due publicity to the conservation and management measures
established by the organization or arrangement.

Article 11

New members or_patrticipants

In determining the nature and extent of participatory rights for
new members of a subregional or regional fisheries management
organization, or for new participants in a subregional or regional
fisheries management arrangement, States shall take into account,
inter alia:

(a) the status of the straddling fish stocks and highly migratory
fish stocks and the existing level of fishing effort in the fishery;

(b) the respective interests, fishing patterns and fishing
practices of new and existing members or participants;

(¢) the respective contributions of new and existing members or
participants to conservation and management of the stocks, to the
collection and n«o<ﬂm*as of accurate data and to the conduct of
scientific research on the stocks; ’

(d) the needs of coastal fishing communities which are dependent
mainly on fishing for the stocks;

(&) the needs of coastal States whose economies are overwhelmingly
dependent on the exploitation of living marine resources; and

(f) the interests of developing States from the subregion or
region in whose areas of national jurisdiction the stocks also occur.
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Article 12

1. States shall provide for transparency in the decision-making
process and otter activities of subregional and regional fisheries
management organizazions and arrangements.

2. Representatives from other intergovernmental organizations and
representatives from non-governmental organizations concerned with
straddling fish stocks and highly migratory fish stocks shall be
afforded the opportunity to take part in meetings of subregional and
regional fishe~ies management organizations and arrangements as
observers or otherwise, &s appropriate, in accordance with the
procedures of the arganization or arrangement concerned. Such
procedures shall not be unduly restrictive in this respect. Such
intergovernmental crganizations and non-governmental organizations shall
have timely access to the records and reports of such organizations and
arrangements, subject to the procedural rules on access to them.

Article 13

Strengtnening of existing organizations
. and_arrangements

States shall cooperate to strengthen existing subregional and
regional fishe--es management organizations and arrangements. in order to
improve their 2ffectiveness in establishing and implementing
conservation and management measures for straddling fish stocks and
highly migratory fish stccks.

Article 14

Callection_and provision of information
and cooreration in scientific research

1. States sha:l ensure that fishing vessels flying their flag provide
such information as may be necessary in order to fulfil their
obligations undzr this Agreement. To this end, States shall in
accordance with Anrex I:
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(a) collect and exchange scientific, technical and statistical
data with respect to fisheries for straddling fish stocks and highly

migratory fish stocks;

(b) ensure that data are collected in sufficient detail to
facilitate effective stock assessment and are provided in a timely
manner to fulfil the requirements of subregional or regional fisheries
management organizations or arrangements; and

(¢) take appropriate measures to verify the accuracy of such data.

2. States shall cooperate, either directly or through subregional or
regional fisheries management organizations or arrangements:

(a) to agree on the mvmo¢*¢om~¢oz of data and the format in which
they are to be provided to such organizations or arrangements, taking
into account the nature of the stocks and the fisheries for those
stocks; and :

(b) to develop and share analytical technigues and stock
assessment methodologies to improve measures for the conservation and
management of straddling fish stocks and highly migratory fish stocks.

3. Consistent with Part XIII of the Convention, States shall
cooperate, either directly or through competent international
organizations, to strengthen scientific research capacity in the field
of fisheries and promote scientific research related to the conservation
and. management of straddling fish stocks and highly migratory fish
stocks for the benefit of all. To this end, a State or the competent
international organization conducting such research beyond areas under
national jurisdiction shall actively promote the publication and
dissemination to any interested States of the results of that research
and information relating to its objectives and methods and, to the
extent practicable, shall facilitate the participation of scientists
from those States in such research.

Article 15

Enclosed and semi-enclosed se

In implementing this Agreement in an enclosed or semi-enclosed sea,
States shall take into account the natural characteristics of that sea
and shall also act in a manner consistent with Part IX of the Convention
and ‘other relevant provisions thereof.
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