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6.1.

CHAPTER 6

CUSTOMS CONTROL

Standard

Alt goods, including means of transport, which enter or leave the Customs territory,

regardiess of whether they are liable to duties and taxes, shall be subject to Customs control.

6.2.

law.

6.4.

Standard

Customs control shall be limited to that necessary to ensure compliance with the Customs

Standard

In the application of Customs control, the Customs shall use risk management.

Standard

The Customs shall use risk analysis to determine which persons and which goods,

including means of transport, should be examined and the extent of the examination.

6.5. Standard

The Customs shall adopt a compliance measurement strategy to support risk
management.
6.6. Standard

Customs control systems shall include audit-based controls.
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6.7. Standard

The Customs shall seek to co-operate with other Customs administrations and seek to
conclude mutual administrative assistance agreements to enhance Customs control.

6.8. Standard

The Customs shall seek to co-operate with the trade and seek to conclude Memoranda
of Understanding to enhance Customs control.

6.9. Transitional Standard

The Customs shall use information technology and electronic commerce to the greatest
possible extent to enhance Customs control.

6.10. Standard

The Customs shall evaluate traders' commercial systems where those systems have
an impact on Customs operations to ensure compliance with Customs requirements.

CHAPTER 7

APPLICATION OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

7.1. Standard

The Customs shall app y information technalogy to support Customs operations, where
it is cost-effective and efficient for the Customs and for the trade. The Customs shall specify
the conditions for its applicatio-.
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7.2. Standard

When introducing computer applications, the Customs shall use refevant internationally
accepted standards.

7.3. Standard

The introduction of information technology shall be carried out in consultation with afl
relevant parties directly affected, to the greatest extent possible.

7.4. Standard
New or revised national legislation shall provide for :

- electronic commerce methods as an alternative to paper-based documentary
requirements;

- electronic as well as paper-based authentication methods;

- the right of the Customs to retain information for their own use and, as appropriate, to
exchange such information with other Customs administrations and all other legally
approved parties by means of electronic commerce techniques.

CHAPTER 8

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE CUSTOMS AND THIRD PARTIES
8.1. Standard

Persons concerned shall have the choice of transacting business with the Customs
either directly or by designating a third party to act on their behalf.
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8.2. Standard
National legislation shall set out the conditions under which a person may act for and

on behalf of another person in dealing with the Customs and shall tay down the liability of
third parties to the Customs for duties and taxes and for any irregularities.

8.3. Standard
The Customs transactions where the person concerned elects to do business on his
own account shall not be treated less favourably or be subject to more stringent

requirements than those Customs transactions which are handled for the person concerned
by a third party.

8.4, Standard

A person designated as a third party shall have the same rights as the person who
designated him in those mafters related to transacting business with the Customs.

8.5. Standard

The Customs shall provide for third parties to participate in their formal consultations
with the trade.

8.6. Standard

The Customs shalt specify the circumstances under which they are not prepared to
transact business with a third party.

8.7. Standard

The Customs shall give written notification to the third party of a decision not to
transact business.
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CHAPTER 8

INFORMATION, DECISIONS AND RULINGS SUPPLIED BY THE CUSTOMS

A. INFORMATION OF GENERAL APPLICATION

9.1. Standard

The Customs shall ensure that all relevant information of general application pertaining
to Customs law is readily available to any interested person.

9.2. Standard
When information that has been made available must be amended due to changes in
Customs law, administrative arrangements or requirements, the Customs shall make the

revised information readily available sufficiently in advance of the entry into force of the
changes to enable interested persons to take account of them, unless advance notice is

precluded.

9.3. Transitional Standard

The Customs shall use information technology to enhance the provision of
information.

B. INFORMATION OF A SPECIFIC NATURE

9.4. Standard

At the request of the interested person, the Customs shall provide, as quickly and as
accurately as possible, information relating to the specific matters raised by the interested
person and pertaining to Customs law.
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9.5. Standard
The Customs shall supply not only the information specifically requested but aiso any

other pertinent information which they consider the interested person should be made aware

of.

9.6. Standard
When the Customs supply information, they shall ensure that they do not divulge
details of a private or confidential nature affecting the Customs or third parties unless such

disclosure is required or authorized by national legislation.

9.7. ttandard
When the Customs cannot supply information free of charge, any charge shall be

limited to the approximate cost of the services rendered.

C. DECISIONS AND RULINGS

9.8. Standard
A1 the written request of the person concerned, the Customs shall notify their decision

in writing within a period specified in national legislation. Where the decision is adverse to
the perscn concerned, the reasons shall be given and the right of appeal advised.

9.9. Standard
The Customs shall issue binding rulings at the request of the interested person,

provided that the Customs have all the information they deem necessary.
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CHAPTER 10
APPEALS IN CUSTOMS MATTERS
A. RIGHT OF APPEAL

10.1. Standard

National legislation shall provide for a right of appeal in Customs matters.

10.2. Standard

Any person who is directly affected by a decision or omission of the Customs shall
have a right of appeal.

10.3. Standard

The person directly affected by a decision or omission of the Customs shall be
given, after having made a request to the Customs, the reasons for such decision or
omission within a period specified in national legislation. This may or may not result in an
appeal.

10.4. Standard

National legistation shall provide for the right of an initial appeal to the Customs.

10.5. Standard

Where an appeal to the Customs is dismissed, the appellant shall have the right of a
further appeal to an authority independent of the Customs administration.
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10.6. Standard

In the final instance, the appellant shall have the right of appeal to a judicial authority.

B. FORM AND GROUNDS OF APPEAL

10.7. Standard

An appeal shall be fodged in writing and shall state the grounds on which it is being
made.

10.8. Standard
A time limit shall be fixed for the lodgement of an appeal against a decision of the

Customs and it shall be such as to allow the appellant sufficient time to study the
contested decision and to prepare an appeal.

10.9. Standard
Where an appeal is to the Customs they shall not, as a matter of course, require that

any supporting evidence be lodged together with the appeal but shall, in appropriate
circumstances, allow a reasonabte time for the lodgement of such evidence.

C. CONSIDERATION OF APPEAL

10.10. Standard

The Customs shall give its ruling upon an appeal and written notice thereof to the
appellant as soon as possible.
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10.11. Standard

Where an appeal to the Customs is dismissed, the Customs shall set out the
reasons therefor in writing and shall advise the appellant of his right to lodge any further
appeal with an administrative or independent authority and of any time limit for the
lodgemment of such appeal.

10.12. Standard

Where an appeal is allowed, the Customs shall put their decision or the ruling of the
independent or judicial authority into effect as soon as possible, except in cases where the
Customs appeal against the ruting.

APPENDIX 1li

SPECIFIC ANNEXES

Specific Annex A
Chapter 1

Formalities prior to the lodgement of the Goods declaration

Definitions

For the purposes of this Chapter :
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1. "cargo declaration" means information submitted prior to or on arrival or
departure of a means of transport for commerciat use that provides the particulars
required by the Customs relating to cargo brought to or removed from the Customs
territory;

2. “carrier” means the person actually transporting goods or in charge of or
responsible for the operation of the means of transport;

3. “Customs formalities prior to the lodgement of the Goods declaration” means
all the operations to be carried out by the person concerned and by the Customs
from the time goods are introduced into the Customs territory until goods are
placed under a Customs procedure.

Principles

1.  Standard

Customs formalities prior to the lodgement of the Goods declaration shall be governed
by the provisions of this Chapter and, insofar as applicable, by the provisions of the General
Annex.

2. Recommended Practice

Customs formalities prior to the lodgement of the Goods declaration should apply
equally, without regard to the country of origin of the goods or the country from which they
arrived.

Introduction of goods into the Customs territory

(a) Places at which goods may be introduced into the Customs territory

3. Standard

National legislation shall specify the places at which goods may be introduced into the
Customs tetritory. Only when they consider it necessary for control purposes shall the
Customs specify the routes which must be used to convey the goods directly to a designated
Customs office or other places specified by the Customs. In determining these places and
routes the factors to be taken into account shall include the particular requirements of the
trade. :
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This Standard shall not apply to goods on board vessels or aircraft crossing the
Customs territory that do not call at a port or airport situated in that Customs territory.

(b) Obligations of the carrier

4. Standard

The carrier shall be held responsible to the Customs for ensuring that all mooam are
included in the cargo declaration or are brought to the attention of the Customs in another
authorized manner.

5. Standard

The fact of having introduced goods into the Customs territory shall entail the obligation
for the carrier to convey them directly using designated routes, where required, and without
delay to a designated Customs office or other place specified by the Customs. In doing so
the nature of the goods or their packaging shall not be altered nor shall any seals be
interfered with.

This Standard shall not apply to goods on board vessels or aircraft crossing the
Customs territory that do not call at a port or airport situated in that Customs territory.
6. Standard

Where the conveyance of the goods from the place of their introduction into the
Customs territory to a designated Customs office or other specified place is interrupted by
accident or force majeure, the carrier shall be required to take reasonable precautions to
prevent the goods from entering into unauthorized circulation and to advise the Customs or

other competent authorities of the nature of the accident or other circumstance which has
interrupted the journey.

Production of goods to the Customs
(a) Documentation

7. Recommended Practice
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Where the Customs office at which the goods are to be produced is not located at the
place where the goods are irtroduced into the Customs territory, a document should be
required to be lodged with th= Gustoms at that place oniy when the Customs consider it
necessary for control purposas.

8. Standard
Where the Customs requ re documentation in respect of the production of the goods to

the Customs, this shall not be required to contain more than the information necessary to
identify the goods and the means of transport.

9. Recommended Pracice
The Customs should | mit their information requirements to that available in carriers’

normal documentation and should base their requirements on those set out in the relevant
international transport agreements.

10. Recommended Practice

The Gustoms should normally accept the cargo declaration as the only required
documentation for the production of Em goods.

11. moooaamsnma Practice

The Customs office respensible for the acceptance of the documentation required for
the production of the goods should also be competent for acceptance of the Goods
declaration.

12. Recommended Praclice

Where the documents produced to the Customs are made out in a language which is
not specified for this purpose or in a language which is .not a language of the country into
which the goods are introduced. a translation of the particulars given in those documents
should not be required as a matter of course.

(b) Arrival outside working hours
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13. Standard

The Customs shall specify the precautions to be taken by the carrier to prevent the
goods from entering into unauthorized circulation in the Customs territory when they arrive at
a Customs office outside working hours.

14. Recommended Practice
At the request of the carrier, and for reasons deemed valid by the Customs, the {atter
should, insofar as possible, allow the Customs formalities prior to the lodgement of the

Goods declaration to be accomplished outside the designated hours of business of the
Customs.

Unloading
(a) Places of unloading

15. Standard

National legislation shall specify the places which are approved for unloading.

16. Recommended Practice

At the request of the person concerned, and for reasons deemed valid by the Customs,
the latter should allow goods to be unloaded at a place other than the one approved for
unloading.

(b) Commencement of unloading

17. Standard

The commencement of unloading shall be permitted as soon as possible after the
arrival of the means of transport at the place of unloading.
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18. Recommended Practice

At the request of the person concerned and for reasons deemed valid by the Customs,
the latter should, insofar as possible, allow c:_omag:m to proceed outside the designated
hours of business of the Customs.

Charges

19. Standard
Any expenses chargeable by the Customs in connection with :

- accomplishment of Customs formalities prior to the lodgement of the Goods
declaration outside the designated hours of business of the Customs;

- unloading goods at a place other than the one approved for unicading; or
- unloading goods outside the designated hours of business of the Customs,

shall be fimited to the approximate cost of the services rendered.

Specific Annex A
Chapter 2

Temporary storage of goods

Definitions
For the purposes of this Chapter :

1. “cargo declaration™ means information submitted prior to or on arrival or
departure of a means of transport for commercial use providing the particulars
required by the Customs relating to cargo brought to or removed from the Customs
tertritory thereon;
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2. “temporary storage of goods" means the storing of goods under Customs
control in premises and enclosed or unenclosed spaces approved by the Customs
(hereinafter called temporary stores) pending lodgement of the Goods declaration.

Principles

1. Standard

Temporary storage of goods shall be governed by the provisions of this Chapter and,
insofar as applicable, by the provisions of the General Annex.

2. Standard

The Customs shall authorize the establishment of temporary stores whenever they
deem it necessary to meet the requirements of the trade.

3. Recommended Practice

Temporary storage should be allowed for all goods irrespective of quantity, country of
origin or country from which they arrived. However, goods which constitute a hazard, which
are likely to affect other goods or which require special installations should be admitted only
into temporary stores specially equipped and designated by the competent authorities to
receive them.

Documentation

4.  Standard

The only document to be required when goods are placed under temporary storage
shall be that used to describe the goods when they are produced to the Customs.

5. Recommended Practice

The Customs should accept the cargo declaration or another commercial document as
the only document to be required to place the goods under temporary storage, provided that
all the goods mentioned in that cargo declaration or that other commercial document are
placed in a temporary store.
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Management of temporary stores

6. Standard
The Customs shall lay down the requirements as regards the construction, layout and

management of temporary stores and the arrangements for the storage of goods, for stock-
keeping and acccunting and fcr Customs control.

Authorized operations

7. Standard
Goods under temporary storage shall be allowed, for reasons deemed valid by the

Customs, to unde-go normal operations necessary for their preservation in their unaltered
state.

8. Recommended Practice
Goods under temporary storage should be allowed, for reasons deemed valid by the

Customs, to undergo normal operations necessary to facilitate their removal from the
temporary store and their further transport.

Duration of temporary storage

9. Standard
Where national legislation lays down a time limit for temporary storage, the time

allowed shall be sufficient to enable the importer to complete the necessary formalities to
place the goods under another Customs procedure.

10. Recommended Practice

At the request of the person concerned, and for reasons deemed valid by the Customs,
the latter should extend the period initially fixed.



SRR - O X TR O LR 0E

o SR
| IR & OB ORI EN BN B R U O R &l O B ONBEBER O USRS 0 4

L

I QIEEQ - EEN IS ER QEM 00 +R N ELSeINI I 1 18w G

S RO DI IEER D KRV E 0K A9 QAU D MR O VIREIR 0 40 49se°

| FER & 0QBH

o~
—

5t

Xy

| IR O O RIBYR R OB ET 0D E v QEFE L 00K E LI L RO £

%

L0V TSNS | IR & OB T4 01 ) U R U H0r0°

ELHEY RHORETLRNER | Hifigal& 083050 £458 £ IR EE A 2 0vh BI04 10°

EXEEifin & | ELEECULICRER

NS RHeEE-Y

ERAFE S ERIH M IR o0 BRE © & R 12

%

Goods deteriorated or damaged
11. Recommended Practice
Goods deteriorated, spoiled or damaged by accident or force majeure before leaving
the temporary store should be allowed to be cleared as if they had been imported in their

deteriorated, spoiled or damaged state provided that such deterioration, spoilage or damage
is duly established to the satisfaction of the Customs.

Removal from a temporary store
12. Standard
Any person having the right to dispose of the goods shall be entitled to remove them

from a temporary store subject to compliance with the conditions and formalities in each
case.

13. Standard

National legislation shall specify the procedure to be followed when goods are not
removed from a temporary store within the period allowed.

Specific Annex B
Chapter 1

Clearance for home use

Definitions

For the purposes of this Chapter :
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1. “clearance for home use™ means the Customs procedure which provides that
imported goods enter into free circulation in the Customs territory upon the
payment of any import duties and taxes chargeable and the accomplishment of all
the necessary Customs formalities;

2. “goods in free circulation” means goods which may be disposed of without
Customs restriction.

Principle
1. Standard
Clearance for home use shalt be governed by the provisions of this Chapter and,
insofar as applicable, by the provisions of the General Annex.
Documentation
2. Recommended Practice
National legislation should provide that goods may be declared in an alternative

manner to the standard Goods declaration on the condition that it provides the necessary
particulars relating to the goods to be cleared for home use.

Specific Annex B
Chapter 3

Relief from import duties and taxes

Definitions

For the purposes of this Chapter :
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1. “clearance for home use" means the Customs procedure which provides that
imported goods enter into free circulation in the Customs territory upon the
payment of any import duties and taxes chargeable and the accomplishment of all
the necessary Customs formalities;

2. “relief from import duties and taxes" means the clearance of goads for home
use free of import duties and taxes, irrespective of their normal tariff classification
or normal liability, provided that they are imported in specified circumstances and
for specified purposes.

Principle

‘1. Standard

Relief from import duties and taxes in respect of goods declared for home use shall be
governed by the provisions of this Chapter and, insofar as applicable, by the provisions of the
General Annex.

Field of application

2. Standard

National legislation shall enumerate the cases in which relief from import duties and
taxes is granted.

3. Standard
Relief from import duties and taxes shall not be fimited to goods imported directly from

abroad but shall also be granted for goods already placed under another Customs
procedure.

4. Recommended Practice
Relief from import duties and taxes should be granted without regard to the counry of

g@_: of the goods or the country from which they arrived, except where an international
instrument provides for reciprocity.
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5.  Standard

National legislation shall enumerate the cases in which prior authorization is required
for relief from.import duties and taxes and specify the authorities empowered to grant such
authorization. Such cases shzll be as few as possible.

6. Recommended Practica

Contracting Parties should consider granting relief from tmport duties and taxes for
goods specified in internaticnal instruments under the conditions laid down therein, and also
give careful consideration to the possibility of acceding to those international instruments.

7. Recommended Practice

Relief from import duties and taxes and from economic prohibitions and restrictions
should be granted in respect o* the following goods under the conditions specified, and
provided that any other require ments set out in national legislation for such refief are
complied with :

(a) Therapeutic substances of human origin, blood grouping and tissue typing
reagents, where they are consigned to institutions or laboratories approved by the
competent authorities;

{b) Samples of no comm.ercial value which are regarded by the Customs to be of
negligible value and which are to be used only for soliciting orders for goods of the
Kind they represent;

(c) Removable articles cther than industrial, commercial or agricultural plant or
equipment, intended for the personal and professional use of a person or members
of his family whict are brought into the country with that person or separately for
the purpose of removal of his residence to the country;

{(d) Etfects inherited by = person who, at the time of the death of the deceased, has his
principal residence in the country of importation and provided that such personal
effects were for the personal use of the deceased;

(e) Personal gifts, excluding alcohol, alcoholic beverages and tobacco goods, not
exceeding a total va'ue to be specified in national legislation on the basis of retail
value;
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(f} Goods such as foodstuffs, medicaments, clothing and blankets sent as gifts to an
approved charitable or philanthropic organization for distribution free of charge to
needy persons by the organization or under its control;

(g) Awards to persons resident in the country of importation subject to the production
of any supporting documents required by the Customs;

(h) Materials for the construction, upkeep or ornamentation of military cemeteries;

coffins, funerary urns and ornamental funerary articles imported by organizations

approved by the competent authorities;

=

(i) Documents, forms, publications, reports and other articles of no commercial value
specified in national legislation;

(k) Religious objecis used for worship; and

Products imported for testing, provided that the quantities imported do not exceed
those strictly necessary for testing, and that the products are used up during
testing or that remaining products are re-exported or rendered commercially
valueless under Customs control.
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Specific Annex C

Chapter 1

QOutright exportation

Definition
For the purposes of this Chapter :

1. “outright exportation" means the Customs procedure applicable to goods which,
being in free circulation, leave the Customs territory and are intended to remain
permanently outside it.

Principle

1.  Standard

OQutright exportation shall be governed by the provisions of this Chapter and, insofar as
applicable, by the provisions of the General Annex.

Documentation

2. Recommended Practice

National legislation should provide that goods may be declared in an alternative
manner to the standard Goods declaration on the condition that it provides the necessary
particulars relating to the goods to be cleared for outright exportation.
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Evidence of arrival at destination

3. Standard

The Customs shall not require evidence of the arrival of the goods abroad as a matter
of course.

Specific Annex D
Chapter 1

Customs warehouses

Definition
For the purpose of this Chapter :

1. “Customs warehousing procedure™ means the Customs procedure under which
imported goods are stored under Customs control in a designated place (a
Customs warehouse) without payment of import duties and taxes.

Principle

1. Standard

The Customs warehousing procedure shali be governed by the provisions of this
Chapter and, insofar as applicable, by the provisions of the General Annex.

| HR
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Classes of Customs warehouses

2. Standard

National legislaticn shall provide for Customs warehouses open to any person having
the right to dispose of [he goods (public Customs warehouses).

3. Standard

] Zmzo:m_ legislation shall provide for Customs warehouses to be used solely by
specified persons (private Customs warehouses) when this is necessary to meet the special
requirements of the traze.

Estzblishment, management and control

4.  Standard

The Customs sha | lay down the requirements for the establishment, suitability and
management of the Cuctoms warehouses and the arrangements for Customs control.

The arrangements for storage of goods in Customs warehouses and for stock-keeping
and accounting shall be subject to the approval of the Customs.

Admission of goods

5. Recommended Fractice

Storage in public Customs warehouses should be allowed for all kinds of imported
goods liable to import duties and taxes or to prohibitions or restrictions other than those
imposed on grounds of :

- public morality or order, public security, public hygiene or health, or for veterinary or
phytosanitary considerations; or

- the protection of patents, trade marks and copyrights,
irrespective of quantity. country of origin, country from which arrived or country of destination.
Goods which cor stitute a hazard, which are fikely to affect other goods or which require

special installations should be accepted only by Customs warehouses specially designed to
receive them.
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6. Standard

The Customs shall specify the kinds of goods which may be admitted to private
Customs warehouses.

7. Recommended Practice
Admission to Customs warehouses should be allowed for goods which are entitled to

repayment of import duties and taxes when exported, so that they may qualify for such
repayment immediately, on condition that they are to be subsequently exported.

8. Recommended Practice
Admission to Customs warehouses, with a view to subsequent exportation or other

authorized disposal, should be allowed for goods under the temporary admission procedure,
the obfigations under that procedure thereby being suspended or discharged.

9. Recommended Practice
Admission to Customs warehouses should be allowed for mooam intended for
exportation that are liabte to or have borne internal duties or taxes, in order that they may

qualify for exemption from or repayment of such internal duties and taxes, on condition that
they are to be subsequently exported.

Authorized operations
10. Standard
Any person entitled to dispose of the warehoused goods shall be allowed, for reasons

deemed valid by the Customs :

(a) toinspect them;
(b) to take samples, against payment of import duties and taxes wherever applicable;

(c) to carry out operations necessary for their preservation; and

| 1< |
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(d) to carry out such other normal handling operations as are necessary to improve
their packaging or marketable quality or to prepare them for shipment, such as
breaking bulk, grouping of packages, sorting and grading, and repacking.

Duration of stay

11. Standard

The Customs shall fix the authorized maximum duration of storage in a Customs
warehouse with due regard to the needs of the trade, and in the case of non-perishable

“goods it shall be not less than one year.

Transfer of ownership

12. Standard

The transfer of ownership of warehoused goods shall be allowed.

Deterioration of goods

13. Standard

Goods deteriorated or spoiled by accident or force majeure while under the Customs
warehouse procedure shall be allowed to be declared for home use as if they had been
imported in their deteriorated or spoiled state, provided that such deterioration or spoilage is
duly established to the satisfaction of the Customs.

Removal of goods

14. Standard

Any person entitled to dispose of the goods shall be authorized to remove alt or part of
them from one Customs warehouse to another or to place them under another Customs
procedure, subject to compliance with the conditions and formalities applicable in each case.
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15. Standard

National legislation shall specify the procedure to be foliowed where goods are not
removed from the Customs warehouse within the period laid down.

Closure of a Customs warehouse

16. Standard

In the event of the closure of a Customs warehouse, the persons concerned shall be
given sufficient time to remove their goods to another Customs warehouse or to place them
under another Customns procedure, subject to compliance with.the conditions and formalities

applicable in each case.

Specific Annex E
Chapter 1

Customs transit

Definitions

For the purposes of this Chapter :

1. ..m:%oq.ﬁma oozm.ﬁswm.. means a person empowered by the Customs to receive
goods directly at his premises without having to present them at the office of
destination;

2. “authorized consignor" means a person empowered by the Customs to send
goods directly from his premises without having to present them at the office of
departure;

| <11
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. i ) . o ~ . _ . o “authorized consignors" or “authorized consignees” and, in this respect, performing
SO QIR ¢ VOB O O 5 ik R Q BN T ORI 500 a special control function for alf Customs transit operations;
o [EGEEY | U NI | QBRSO QR BT R HE © - 2 ) o0 IR R IL IR 5 4. "Customs transit" means the Customs procedure under which goods are
transported under Customs contro! from one Customs office to another;
eSd
0 [EGEEHOEH | U S1SwHIRRER & OHESREERM VBRI OB a0 ) S’ 5. “Customs transit operation" means the transport of goods from an office of
departure to an office of destination under Customs transit;
©  THAFER] VIS EKERENQ LHWEL o e B RIS 5o0° 3. “office of departure" means any Customs office at which a Customs transit
operation commerces;
~ [HESEE | UD SORENQ LT Ao R IR Y 5 a° 7. "office of destination™ means any Customs office at which a Customs transit
. operation is terminated;
0 [EMEED | VD KOS5 a0 8. trangport-unit” means :
= g e D - R P /qo (a) containers having an internal volume of one-cubic metre or more, including
T ] HRY LA BEEEYT e N Nk — (REFHESQWI° ) demountab e bodies:
S EEROEE (L2 —N—@&O P L —in— ) ) (b) road vehicles, including trailers and semi-trailers;
O -2 R g a3 (c) railway coaches or wagons;
T BODVOEQEE (d) lighters, barges and other vessels; and
T SN (e) aircraft.
= Principle
- Bk 1. Standard
KR ) QI QB UHOXD NI R EL Y | RXEHH Q FBIE 1L SB#I0L0° Customs transit shall be governed by the provisions of this Chapter and, insofar as
applicable, by the provisiors of the General Annex.
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Field of application

2. Standard

The Customs shall allow goods to be transported under Customs transit in their
territory :

(a) from an office of entry to an office of exit;
(b) from an office of entry to an inland Customs office;
(c) from an inland Customs office to an office of exit; and

(d) from one inland Customs office to another inland Customs office.

3. Standard

Goods being carried under Customs transit shall not be subject to the payment of
duties and taxes, provided the conditions laid down by the Customs are complied with and
that any security required has been furnished.

4.  Standard

National legislation shall specify the persons who shall be responsible to the Customs
for compliance with the obligations incurred under Customs transit, in particular for ensuring
that the goods are produced intact at the office of destination in accordance with the
conditions imposed by the Customs.

5. Recommended Practice
The Customs should approve persons as authorized consignors and authorized

consignees when they are satisfied that the prescribed conditions laid down by the Customs
are met.

| <H
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Formalities at the office of departure

(a) Goods declaration for Customs transit

6. Standard
Any commercial or transport document setting out clearly the necessary particulars

shall be accepted as the descriptive part of the Goods declaration for Customs transit and
this acceptance shall be noted on the document.

7. Recommended Practice
The Customs should accept as the Goods declaration for Customs transit any

commercial or transport document for the consignment concerned which meets all the
Customs requirements. This acceptance should be noted on the document.

(b) Sealing and identification of consignments

8. Standard

The Customs at the office of departure shall take all necessary action to enable the
office of destination to identify the consignment and to detect any unauthorized interference.

9. Recommended Practice

Subject to the provisions of other international conventions, the Customs should not
generally require that transport-units be approved in advance for the transport of goods
under Customs seal.
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10. Standard

When a consignment is conveyed in a transport-unit and Customs sealing is required,
the Customs seals shall be affixed to the transport-unit itself provided that the transport-unit
is so constructed and equipped that :

(a) Customs seals can be simply and effectively affixed to it;

{b) no goods can be removed from or introduced into the sealed part of the transport-
unit without leaving visibte traces of tampering or without breaking the Customs
seal;

(c) it contains no concealed spaces where goods may be hidden; and

(d) all spaces capable of holding goods are readily accessible for Customs inspection.

The Customs shall decide whether transport-units are secure for the purposes of
Customs transit.

11. Recommended Practice

Where the accompanying documents make it possible unequivocally to identify the
goods, the latter should generally be transported without a Customs seal or fastening.
However, a Customs seal or fastening may be required :

- where the Customs office of departure considers it necessary in the light of risk
management;

- where the Customs transit operation will be facilitated as a whole; or

- where an international agreement so provides.

12. Standard

If a consignment is, in principle, to be conveyed under Customs seal and the transport-
unit cannot be effectively sealed, identification shall be assured and unauthorized
interference rendered readily detectable by :

full examination of the goods and recording the results thereof on the transit
document;

affixing Customs seals or fastenings to individual packages;

| <P



EEE S ERIH LR 0RE S Z HHE R

ECRE ) SOCHIER LU0 O0IRK RGRED 8 UMIDY Q8 )20 L Fouorh a2 SERnE N
O S VHELREUS D 5r0)A°

EAGEAERORE L O 5 VB {RR R0 °

BREMRELT 0 JA°
MANEED ¢ QREWEEP0 UL O L VOENRD B ORR QU Pue’

T ERERN

-
—

10
i

w©
-

BRLEEHNCLIQEEWRQe-UnNT MKREL v OMMOLHKINRU+RIDEVR

’0°

BB
BRY RENOHEKITR © LR 5 M TURIR BRI UM IR0 L RE WY
o ¢ 0§ 1010°

BRE XQ ST SR QEHIE 0 LN =
DOERIRN Q MIFEE e J-°
NERERENQ RS- WEASe: JA°

I L RNTK A 0-URIR IR L B

(a)

(b)

BERORE

B TR
ERE QIR RO W HELVSOCEROREED K IR 1) Qi Q T L IO IRE B Q B IVIE

4P Q AU NR°

| X

~

a precise description of the goods by reference to samples, plans, sketches,
photographs, or similar means, to be attached to the transit document;

- stipulation of a strict routing and strict time limits; or
- Customs escort.

The decision to waive sealing of the transport-unit shall, however, be the prerogative of
the Customs alone.

13. Standard

When the Customs fix a time limit for Customs transit, it shall be sufficient for the
purposes of the transit operation.

14. Recommended Practice

At the request of the person concerned, and for reasons deemed valid by the Customs,
the latter should extend any period initially fixed.

15, Standard
Only when they consider such a measure to be indispensable shall the Customs :
(a) require goods to follow a prescribed itinerary; or

{b) require goods to be transported under Customs escort.

Customs seals

16. Standard

Customs seals and fastenings used in the application of Customs transit shall fulfil the
minimum requirements laid down in the Appendix to this Chapter.
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17. Recommended Practice

Customs seals and identification marks affixed by foreign Customs should be accepted
for the purposes of the Customs transit operation unless :

- they are considered not to be sufficient;

- they are not secure; or

- the Customs proceed to an examination of the goods.

When foreign Customs seals and fastenings have been accepted in a Customs

territory, they should be afforded the same legal protection in that territory as national seals
and fastenings.

18. Recommended Practice

Where the Customs offices concerned osmox the Customs seals and fastenings or
examine the goods, they should record the results on the transit document.

Formalities en route

19. Standard

A change in the office of destination shall be accepted without prior notification except
where the Customs have specified that prior approval is necessary.

20. Standard

Transfer of the goods from one means of ransport to another shall be allowed without
Customs authorization, provided that any Customs seals or fastenings are not broken or
interfered with.

21. Recommended Practice

The Customs should allow goods to be transported under Customs iransitin a
fransport-unit carrying other goods at the same time, provided that they are satisfied that the
goods under Customs transit can be identified and the other Customs requirements wilt be

met.
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22. Recommended Praciice

The Customs should require the persan concerned to report accidents or other
unforeseen events directly affecting the Customs transit operation promptly to the nearest
Customs office or other competent authorities. )

Termination of Customs transit

23. Standard

National legislation sha | not, in respect of the termination of a Customs transit
operation, require more thar -hat the goods and the relevant Goods declaration be presented
at the office of destination wtain any time fimit fixed, without the goods having undergone
any change and without having been used, and with Customs seals, fastenings or
identification marks intact.

24. Standard’

As soon as the goods are under its control, the office of destination shall arrange
without delay for the terminat on of the Customs transit operation after having satisfied itself .
that all conditions have been met.

25. Recommended Pracfice

Failure to follow a prescribed itinerary or to comply with a prescribed time limit should
nat entail the collection of any duties and taxes potentially chargeable, provided the Customs
are satisfied that all other req.irements have been met.

International agreements relating to Customs transit

2€. Recommended Praclize

Contracting Parties should give careful consideration to the possibility of acceding to
international instruments relazing to Customs transit. When they are not in a position to
accede to such international instruments they should, when drawing up bilateral or
multilateral agreements wit a view to setting up an international Customs transit procedure,
take account therein of Staxcards and Recommended Practices in the present Chapter.
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APPENDIX

Minimum requirements to be met by Customs seals and fastenings

A. Customs seals and fastenings shall meet the following minimum requirements :

1. General requirements in respect of seals and fastenings :
The seals and fastenings shall :
Am.v be strong and durable;
(b) be capable of being affixed easily and quickly;
(c) be capable of being readily checked and identified;
(d) not permit removal or undoing without breaking or tampeting without leaving

fraces;

(e) not permit-use more than once, except seals intended for multiple use (e.g.
electronic seals);

(f) be made as difficult as possible to copy or counterfeit.
2. Physical specification of seals :

(a) the shape and size of the seal shall be such that any identifying marks are readily
distinguishable;

(b) each eyelet in a seal shall be of a size corresponding to that of the fastening used,
and shall be positioned so that the fastening will be held firmly in ptace when the
seal is closed;

(c) the material used shall be sufficiently strong to prevent accidental breakage, early
deterioration (due to weather conditions, chemical action, etc.) or undetectable
tampering;

(d) the material used shall be selected by reference to the sealing system used.

||
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3. Physical specification of fastenings :
(a) the fastening shall be strong and durable and resistant to weather and corrosion:
(b) the length of the fastening used shall not enable a sealed aperiure to be opened or
partly opened without the seal or fastening being broken or otherwise showing
obvious damage;
(c) the material used shall be selected by reference to the sealing system used.
4. ldentification marks :

The seal or fastening shall be marked :

(a) to show that it is a Customs seal, by application of the word “Customs" preferably
in one of the official languages of the Council (English or French);

{b) to show the country which affixed the seal, preferably by means of the sign used to
indicate the country of registration of motor vehicles in international traffic;

(c) to enable the Customs office which affixed the seal, or under whose authority the
seal was affixed, to be identified, for example, by means of code letters or
numbers.

B. Seals or fastenings affixed by authorized consignors and other authorized persons
for Customs transit purposes to ensure security for Customs purposes shall offer
physical security comparable to that of seals affixed by the Customs and shall make it
possible to identify the person who affixed those seals, by means of numbers to be
entered on the transit document. '

Specific Annex E
Chapter 2

Transhipment

Definition

For the purposes of this Chapter :
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1. "transhipment" means the Customs procedure under which goods are transferred
under Customs control from the importing means of transport to the exporting
means of transport within the area of one Customs office which is the office of both
importation and exportation.

Principles

1. Standard

Transhipment shall be governed by the provisions of this Chapter and, insofar as
applicable, by the provisions of the General Annex.

2. Standard

Goods admitted to transhipment shall not be subject to the payment of duties and
taxes, provided the conditions laid down by the Customs are complied with.
3. Recommended Practice

Transhipment should not be refused solely on the grounds of the country of origin of
the goods, the country from which they arrived or their country of destination.

Admission to transhipment
(a) Declaration

4.  Standard

Only one Goods declaration shall be required for the purposes of transhipment.

5.  Standard
Any commercial or transport document setting out clearly the necessary particulars

shall be accepted as the descriptive part of the Goods declaration for transhipment and this
acceptance shall be noted on the document.

| D1



SRR S ERIHr L R i BRE S KB 1L

© FHIRE
BEL REIE 10 BEHEN TSI 19 © VAR QB ¢ VIR 4240 QIWIEEDN © 22
0 QRO VB ¢ A0I9910° W QUNEIL 0 4 1V 1 )£200 QHIE FEHR ¢ 40 149re”

I REQEMIXOE | HoMk

R
BEL QAEVURReIREL T #E0EIG0C0oRIEL O 2 VEFOQRRIIT | #HOMERWED IO
O 543 S HERIIR LR IR o0 )V R 0o 0 < QBRI HTHIY-U e

T VOEQURONL Ot

00 EREHR{Y
BHI] QEIRIE L S URIBWEH 0L L O REWRER QL0 UM MNFER S QUR
RSP QAU@®

o

@ @IRE
BRT RENWQEIERS © NINEL R S VBT VRS ORI R0 KRR LREVEI
1 ¢ A F800°

YRR
OO S HNRENEP OHE N UL RS V9 QY VOMERER VLN S0 VWEBR LY

REORAUNT B O EHORY WSS

| PEI

6. Recormended Practice
The Custors should accept as the Goods declaration for transhipment any commercial

or transport document for the consignment concerned which meets all the Customs
requirements. This acceptance should be noted on the document.

(b) Examination and identification of goods

7. Standard
When the Customs consider it necessary, they shall take action at importation to

ensure that the goods to be ranshipped will be identifiable at exportation and that
unauthorized inerference will be readily detectable.

(c) Additional control measurss

8. Standard

When -he Customs fix a zime limit for the exportation of goods declared for
transhipmen, it shall be sufficient for the purposes of transhipment.

9. Recommended Practice

At the -equest of the person concerned, and for reasons deemed valid by the Customs,
the latter should extend any period initially fixed.

10. Recormmended Practice

Failure to comply with a prescribed time limit should not entail the collection of any
duties and taxes aotentially chargeable, provided the Customs is satisfied that all other
requirements have baen met.
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(d) Authorized operations

11. Recommended Practice
At the request of the person concerned, and subject to such conditions as the Customs

may specify, the Custorns should as far as possible allow goods in transhipment to undergo
operations likely to facilitate their exportation.

Specific Annex G
Chapter 1

Temporary admission

Definition

For the purposes of this Chapter :

1. "temporary admission" means the Customs procedure under which certain
goods can be brought into a Customs territory conditionally relieved totally or
partially from payment of import duties and taxes; such goods must be imported for
a specific purpose and must be intended for re-exportation within a specified period
and without having undergone any change except normal depreciation due to the
use made of them.

. Principle
1.  Standard

Temporary admission shall be governed by the provisions of this Chapter and, insofar
as applicable, by the provisions of the General Annex.

| VM
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Field of application
2.  Standard

National legislation shall enumerate the cases in which temporary admission may be
granted.

3.  Standard

Goods temporarily admitted shall be afforded total conditional relief from import duties

and taxes, except for those cases where national legislation specifies that relief may be only
partial.

4. Standard -

. Temporary admission shall not be limited to goods imported directly from abroad, but
shall also be granted for goods already placed under another Customs procedure.

5. Recommerided Practice

Temporary admission should be granted without regard to the country of origin of the
goods, the country from which they arrived or their country of destination.

6. Standard

Temporarily admitted goods shall be atlowed to undergo operations necessary for their
preservation during their stay in the Customs territory.

Formalities prior to the granting of temporary admission

7. Standard

National legislation shall enumerate the cases in which prior authorization.is nm.n::.ma
for temporary admission and specify the authorities empowered to grant such authorization.
Such cases shall be as few as possible.
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8. Recommended Practice

The Customs should require that the goods be produced at a particular Customs office
only where this will facilitate the temporary admission.

9. Recommended Practice

The Customs should grant temporary admission without a written Goods declaration
when there is no doubt about the subsequent re-exportation of the goods.

10. Recommended Practice
Contracting Parties should give careful consideration to the possibility of acceding to
international instruments relating to temporary admission that will enable them to accept

documents and guarantees issued by international organizations in lieu of national Customs
documents and security.

Identification measures

11. Standard

Temporary admission of goods shall be subject to the condition that the Customs are
satisfied that they will be able to identify the goods when the temporary admission is
terminated.

12. Recommended Practice

For the purpose of identifying goods temporarily admitted, the Customs should take
their own identification measures only where commercial means of identification are not
sufficient.

Time limit for re-exportation

13. Standard

The Customs shall fix the time limit for temporary admission in each case.

| P
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14. Recommended Practice

At the request ot the person concerned, and for reasons deemed valid by the Customs,
the latter should extend the period initially fixed.

15. Recommended Practice
When the goods granted temporary admission cannot be re-exported as a result of a

seizure other than a seizure made at the suit of private persons, the requirement of re-
exportation should be suspended for the duration of the seizure.

Transfer of temporary admission

16. Recommended Practice

On request, the Customs should authorize the transfer of the benefit of the temporary
admission to any other person, provided that such other person :

(a) satisfies the conditions faid down; and

(b) accepts *he obligations of the first beneficiary of the temporary admission.

Termination of temporary admission

17. Standard

Provision shall b2 made to permit temporarily admitted goods to be re-exported
through a Custors off ce other than that through which they were imported.

18. Standard

Provision shall b2 made to permit temporarily admitted goods to be re-exported in one
or more consignmeants.



> B 19. Recommended Practice
Hy QEE 0T I LU R S 0 ) UNKE VDOV S0 URIEVEQER Provision should be made for suspending or terminating temporary admission by
placing the imported goods under another Customs procedure, subject to compliance with
BOK A JU LS | H BV H DT A0 P50 40 0 QR0 ¢ AU 910° the conditions and formalities applicable in each case.
S BB 20. Recommended Practice
BW | FE<QIIIR L VERRWEO M S LHEXDEXS | #E<UK RO TRIFEL L if prohibitions or restrictions in force at the time of temporary admission are rescinded
during the period of validity of the temporary admission document, the Customs should
BRI SR 1 FETEE QLR QEE 0 | FE< Q- QHHEWN D L0 ¢ A {80e° accept a request for termination by clearance for home use.

21. Recommended Practice

N EHRR
TR R QB 1 A IR0 SIS 1 RIER SRS OB RIRNYE D VTR IZR < If security has been given in the form of a cash deposit, provision should be made for it
DR to be repaid at the office of re-exportation, even if the goods were not imported through that
RAOQ LI LML ITHEREIHL R 5 VAR GRS K 420 S HERIAI-I0 ¢ 40§/4810° office.

| FE<OHE Cases of temporary admission
T E<BOUTELUHERE (a) Total conditional relief from import duties and taxes
N R 22. Recommended Practice
BAEYRG T VHBEEI0EN | FELT RIS I mUER RN | E<UR 0K Temporary admission with total conditional relief from duties and taxes should be
granted to the goods referred to in the following Annexes to the Convention on Temporary

£ (CKOANNAYE) X OEMHIIIEeRIEL O S VRGO e ¢ e’ Admission (Istanbul Convention) of 26 June 1990 :
= I — R0 TG MR RV QS ) S 0 R 01240 T ik su S X EEE (1) “Goods for display or use at exhibitions, fairs, meetings or similar events" referred
- to in Annex B.1.

2o R0E |
N Mo o Qe [EE | (2) “Professional equipment” referred to in Annex B.2.
B EEHIMm SR [N N R A—" 22D’ FiR =iy R QEEELEH OWVE<x< (3) “Containers, pallets, packings, samples and other goods imported in connection
- ’ - with a commercial operation” referred to in Annex B.3.
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(4) "Goods imported for educational, scientific or cultural purposes" referred to in
Annex B.5.

(5) "Travellers' personal effects and goods imported for sports purposes" referred to in
Annex B.6.

—
(2]
~

*Tourist publicity material® referred to in Annex B.7.

¢4

~

"Goods imported as frontier traffic" referred to in Annex B.8.

(8) "Goods imported for humanitarian purposes" referred to in Annex B.9.

-

(9) "Means of transport” referred to in Annex C.

(10)"Animals” referred to in Annex D.
(b) Partial conditional relief from import duties and taxes
23. Recommended Practice

Goods which are not included in Recommended Practice 22 and goods in
Recommended Practice 22 which do not meet all the conditions for total conditional relief
should be granted temporary admission with at least partial conditional reliet from import
duties and taxes.

Specific Annex H

Chapter 1X

Customs offences

Definitions

For the purposes of this Chapter :
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1. "administrative settlement of a Customs offence” means the procedure laid
down by national legislation under which the Customs are empowered to settle a
Customs offence either by ruling thereon or by means of a compromise settlement;

2. “compromise settlement" means an agreement under which the Customs, being
so empowered, consent to waive proceedings in respect of a Customs offence
subject to compliance with certain conditions by the person(s) implicated in that

offence;
3. "Customs offence” means any breach, or attempted breach, of Customs law.
Principles
1.  Standard

The investigation, establishment and administrative settlement of Customs offences by
the Customs shall be governed by the provisions of this Chapter and, insofar as applicable,
by the provisions of the General Annex.

2. Standard
National legislation shall define Customs offences and specify the conditions under

which they may be investigated, established and, where appropriate, dealt with by
administrative settlement.

Field of application

3. Standard

_ National ._mmmm_mzo: shall specify which persons can be held responsible in connection
with the commission of a Customs offence.



SR E S ERIY VIR0 RE S R HERA

< BEEERRY
EC#eE BRUERXUREPOREL O 5 V8B P EE e ) UQ s SERENVER
NP W QI MV Re°

BB N QRO #N

© R
EL#HET BREKQERLVIPN 0L I0ISEQ ikl k ro°

NERO B E R e J°

HIEEX SN0 Q I LAVEN R A 001 ) AU°

AU A= QK= — K ¢ @MY MKAVE A1 JA°
IREERXD IR B Ao 000 ) AU°

RRIVER e °

© EEEEE
EEOIEONLOIRESRHMKY HEV OB QKU L Do FEMRH ROV ¢ A M RR
RAQOIBEL 807 HEIL0°

>~ EREERE
BED FEVOROEK VR L O OEBHEAIWER O ¢ DR ER G

JUA 40048 5,0

LB ERSNEKS

S RENI VAR O LN QBB R RO R NEEHMEIN QI XDV S 8480
HEH ORI OIS WA L D B0 e[ 323 Q4 B R wee?

| <1

4. Standard

National legislation shall specify a period beyond which proceedings in connection with
Customs offences may no longer be taken and shall fix the date from which that period shall
tun.

Investigation and establishment of Customs offences

5. Standard

National legislaton shall specify the conditions under which the Customs are
empowered to :

- examine goods and means of transport;

- require the production of documents or correspondence;
- require access to computerized databases;

- search persons anc premises; and

- secure evidence.

6. Standard

Personal searctes fo- Customs purposes shall be carried out only when there are

reasonable grounds to suspect smuggling or other Customs offences which are regarded as
serious.

7. Standard

The Customs shall not search premises unless they have reasonable grounds to
suspect smuggling or other Customs offences which are regarded as serious.

8. Standard

The Customs shall info'm the person concerned as soon as possible of the nature of
the alleged offence, the legal provisions that may have been contravened and, as
appropriate, the possivle penalties.
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Procedure to be followed when a Customs offence is discovered

9. Standard

National legislation shall specify the procedure to be followed by the Customs after it
has been discovered that a Customs offence has occurred and the measures they may take.

10. Recommended Practice

The Customs should set out the particulars of Customs offences and the measures
taken in offence reports or administrative records.

Seizure or detention of the goods or means of transport

11. Standard
The Customs shall seize goods and/or means of transport only when :
- they are liable to forfeiture or confiscation; or

- they may be required to be produced as evidence at some later stage in the
procedure.

12. Standard

If a Customs offence relates only to part of a consignment, only that part shall be
seized or detained, provided that the Customs are satisfied that the remainder of the
consignment did not serve, directly or indirectly, in the commission of the offence.
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13. Standard

When the Customs seize or detain goods and/or means of transport, they shall furnish
the person concerned with a dccument showing :

- ‘the description and quantity of the goods and means of transport seized or detained;

- the reason for the seizure or detention; and

- the nature of the offence.

14. Recommended Practice

The Customs should release seized or detained goods against adequate security,
pravided that the goods are not subject to any prohibitions or restrictions or needed as
evidence at some later stage ir the procedure.

15. Recommended Practice

The Customs should release from seizure or detention means of transport that have
been used in the commissior of a Customs offence where they are satisfied that :

- the means of transpart have not been constructed, adapted or altered or fitted in any
manner for the purpess= of concealing goods; and

- the means of transport are not required to be produced as evidence at some later
stage in the procedure; and

- where required, adejuate security can be given.
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16. Recommended Practice
Means of transport should only be forfeited or confiscated where :
- the owner, operator or person in charge was, at the time, a consenting party or privy
to the Customs offence, or had not taken all reasonable steps to prevent the
commission of the offence; or

- the means of transport has been specially constructed, adapted or aliered or fitted in
any manner for the purpose of concealing goods; or

- restoration of the means of transport which has been specially altered or adapted is
not possible.

17. Recommended Practice
Unless they are likely to deteriorate quickly or it would, due to their nature, be
impracticable for the Customs to store them, seized or detained goods should not be sold or

otherwise disposed of by the Customs before they have been definitively condemned as
forfeited or confiscated or have been abandoned to the Revenue.

Detention of persons

18. Standard
National legislation shall specify the powers of the Customs in connection with

detention of persons and shall lay down the conditions therefor, in particular the period after
which detention becomes subject to a review by a judicial authority.

Administrative settlement of Customs offences

19. Standard

The Customs shall take the necessary measures to ensure, where applicable, that as
soon as possible after a Customs offence is discovered :

- the administrative settlement of the latter is initiated; and

- the person concerned is informed about the terms and conditions of the settlement,
the avenues of appeal and the time fimits for such appeals.

| <H
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20. Recommended Practice

Where durirg clearance of the goods a Customs offence has been discovered which is
regarded as of minor importance, it should be possible for the offence to be settled by the
Customs office which discovers it.

21. Recommendad Practice

Where a t-aveller is regarded as having committed a Customs offence of minor
importance, it shculd be possible for the offence to be settled without delay by the Customs
office which discovers it.

22. Standard

National legis:ation shall lay down the penalties applicable to each category of
Customs offenca that can be dealt with by administrative settlement and shall designate the
Customs offices competent to apply them.

23. Standard

The severity or the amount of any penalties applied in an administrative settlement of a
Customs offence shall depend upon the seriousness or importance of the Customs offence
committed and “h= record of the person concerned in his dealings with the Customs.

24, Standard

Where unirue particulars are furnished in a Goods declaration and the declarant can
show that ail reasonable steps had been taken to provide accurate and correct information,
the Customs shall take that factor into account in considering the imposition of any penalty.

25. Standard

Where a Customs offence occurs as a result of force majeure or other circumstances
beyond the control of the person concerned and there is no question of negligence or
fraudulent intert on his part, no penaity shall be applied provided that the facts are duly
established to tie satisfaction of the Customs.
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26. Standard

Goods that have been seized or detained, or the proceeds from the sale of such goods
after deduction of any duties and taxes and all other charges and expenses incurred, shall
be :

- turned over to the person entitled to receive them as soon as possible after the
Customs offence has been definitively settled; or

when this is not possible, held at their disposal for a specitied period,

provided that the goods have neither been condemned as forfeited or confiscated nor
abandoned to the Revenue as a result of a settlement.

Right of Appeal

27. Standard

Any person implicated in a Customs offence that is the subject of an administrative
settlement shall have the right of appeal to an authority independent of the Customs unless
he has chosen to accept the compromise settlement.





