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SECOND ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL TO THE CONSTITUTION
OF THE ASIAN-PACIFIC POSTAL UNION

THE PLENIPOTENTIARIES OF THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE MEMBER-COUNTRIES
OF THE ASIAN-PACIFIC POSTAL UNION, MET IN CONGRESS AT TEHRAN, IN VIEW
OF ARTICLE 20, PARAGRAPH 2, OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE ASIAN-PACIFIC
POSTAL UNION DONE AT BANGKOK ON 4 DECEMBER 1985, HAVE ADOPTED,
SUBJECT TO RATIFICATION, ACCEPTANCE OR APPROVAL, THE FOLLOWING
AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE ASIAN-PACIFIC POSTAL UNION.

ARTICLEI
(PREAMBLE AMENDED)

THE UNDERSIGNED REPRESENTATIVES, DULY AUTHORIZED BY THEIR
RESPECTIVE GOVERNMENTS:

-CONSIDERING THE IMPORTANCE OF THE COMMON PROBLEMS WHICH FACE THE
POSTAL ADMINISTRATIONS IN THE ASIAN AND PACIFIC AREA;

-CONVINCED OF THE NECESSITY OF INSTITUTING AND DEVELOPING THE
MAXIMUM DEGREE OF CO-OPERATION BETWEEN THEM; AND

-IN THE EXERCISE OF THE RIGHTS GRANTED THEM BY THE CONSTITUTION OF
THE UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION;

HAVE AGREED TO ADOPT, UNDER RESERVATION OF RATIFICATION,
ACCEPTANCE OR APPROVAL BY THEIR RESPECTIVE GOVERNMENTS, THIS
CONSTITUTION.

ARTICLEII
(ARTICLE 3 AMENDED)

OFFICIAL LANGUAGE

ENGLISH SHALL BE THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF THE UNION.

ARTICLE I
(ARTICLE 6 AMENDED)
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ACCESSION TO THE UNION

1. ANY SOVEREIGN COUNTRY WHICH IS A MEMBER OF THE UNIVERSAL
POSTAL UNION, AND WHOSE ENTIRE TERRITORY IS SITUATED IN ASIA,
AUSTRALASIA, MELANESIA, MICRONESIA OR POLYNESIA MAY ACCEDE TO THE
ASIAN-PACIFIC POSTAL UNION. FOR THE PURPOSE OF THIS ARTICLE THE TERM
“ASIA” SHALL REFER TO COUNTRIES IN ASIA EAST OF AND INCLUDING IRAN.

2. ACCESSION TO THE UNION SHALL ENTAIL A FORMAL DECLARATION OF
ACCESSION TO THE ACTS OF THE UNION. IT SHALL BE ADDRESSED BY THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE COUNTRY CONCERNED TO THE DIRECTOR OF THE
BUREAU, WHO SHALL NOTIFY THE ACCESSION AFTER CONSULTING WITH THE
MEMBER-COUNTRIES ON THE APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION.

3. ACCESSION TO MEMBERSHIP SHALL BE NOTIFIED BY THE DIRECTOR OF
THE BUREAU TO THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE OTHER MEMBER-COUNTRIES. IT
SHALL TAKE EFFECT FROM THE DATE OF SUCH NOTIFICATION.

4.  ANY COUNTRY WHICH HAS THE REQUIRED QUALIFICATIONS BUT WHICH
CANNOT COMPLY WITH ANY PROVISION OF CHAPTER V OF THE GENERAL
REGULATIONS MAY APPLY FOR MEMBERSHIP TO THE UNION WITH
RESERVATIONS.

5. APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP, IN ACCORDANCE WITH PARAGRAPH 4,
SHALL BE ADDRESSED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF THE COUNTRY CONCERNED TO
THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU, WHO SHALL CONSULT THE MEMBER-COUNTRIES
ON THE APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION.

6.  THE COUNTRY CONCERNED IS ADMITTED IF ITS REQUEST IS APPROVED BY
THE MAJORITY OF MEMBER-COUNTRIES.

7.  MEMBER-COUNTRIES FAILING TO REPLY TO THE CONSULTATION WITHIN
FOUR MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF NOTIFICATION ARE CONSIDERED AS
ABSTAINING.
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ARTICLE IV
(ARTICLE 7 AMENDED)

WITHDRAWAL FROM THE UNION

1. ANY MEMBER-COUNTRY HAS THE RIGHT TO WITHDRAW FROM THE UNION
BY MEANS OF A NOTICE OF ITS RENUNCIATION OF THE ACTS OF THE UNION
GIVEN BY THE GOVERNMENT OF THE COUNTRY CONCERNED TO THE DIRECTOR
OF THE BUREAU AND BY HIM TO THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE OTHER MEMBER-
COUNTRIES ACCORDINGLY.

2. WITHDRAWAL FROM THE UNION BECOMES EFFECTIVE AT THE EXPIRY OF
ONE YEAR FROM THE DATE OF RECEIPT OF THE NOTIFICATION FROM THE
WITHDRAWING COUNTRY BY THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU.

ARTICLE V
(ARTICLE 8 AMENDED)

ORGANS OF THE UNION

THE FOLLOWING ARE ESTABLISHED AS THE ORGANS OF THE UNION: CONGRESS,
THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL AND THE BUREAU. THE PURPOSES AND FUNCTIONS OF
THESE ORGANS ARE PRESCRIBED IN THIS CHAPTER AND IN THE GENERAL
REGULATIONS.

ARTICLE VI
(ARTICLE 10 AMENDED)

EXTRAORDINARY CONGRESS

AN EXTRAORDINARY CONGRESS MAY BE HELD AT THE REQUEST OR WITH THE
CONSENT OF AT LEAST TWO-THIRDS OF THE MEMBER-COUNTRIES. UNLESS IT IS
UNAVOIDABLE, THIS SESSION SHOULD BE HELD IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING.
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ARTICLE VI
(ARTICLE 12 AMENDED)

BUREAU

1. THE BUREAU SERVES AS A MEDIUM OF LIAISON, INFORMATION, INQUIRY
AND TRAINING FOR THE MEMBER-COUNTRIES OF THE UNION.

2. THE BUREAU IS COMPOSED OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE SECTION AND THE
TRAINING SECTION.

3. THE HOST COUNTRY OF THE BUREAU SHALL BE DETERMINED BY
CONGRESS, OR IN EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES, BY THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL.
IN PRINCIPLE, THAT COUNTRY SHALL REMAIN AS THE HOST OF THE BUREAU FOR
AT LEAST FIVE YEARS.

ARTICLE VI
(ARTICLE 13 AMENDED)

ASIAN-PACIFIC POSTAL TRAINING CENTRE
DELETED

ARTICLE IX
(ARTICLE 14 AMENDED)

EXPENDITURE OF THE UNION
ARTICLE 14 IS RENUMBERED AS ARTICLE 13.

THE ANNUAL EXPENDITURE OF THE UNION SHALL BE SEPARATE FOR THE
ADMINISTRATIVE SECTION AND FOR THE TRAINING SECTION. EACH CONGRESS
OF THE UNION DECIDES ON THE MAXIMUM AMOUNT FOR THE ANNUAL
EXPENDITURE FOR THE ADMINISTRATIVE SECTION ON THE BASIS OF THE
RECOMMENDATION MADE BY THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU. THE
EXPENDITURE FOR THE ADMINISTRATIVE SECTION IS SHARED BY ALL THE
MEMBER-COUNTRIES OF THE UNION. THE CONTRIBUTION UNITS OF EACH




005-05

R
SHH

KK
SHH

B

HERAE R - R AR B BT R A 400

&+ | &

HHRH KWK Qo LE QT B IHR - IH A +e®

BHHE  HOOHHD( SHRIRD ) L0ONMOREV S OER

— SRR L 00 S B ¢ SHIIE T KGO HI-CHELITAT w6427 KA U 3T 5 GHERK
YR EE D T o WS PR SEECRE” ENIREIVEE OV TR
SR LR O B S M LB 0 CEHREL R RHE S LRI SHARIES
LRUEEF R E L BHOREL” LENRZELL O VRIENR

PERKHE0H5°

o LRIt C 2O MMIE” RNE U4 DESEMNHOREUEQ Ve

EoME RUBE0LT PHEVSN BRI RS RS.08 57

@ SPSROERY SHND MO MHlwRE YR PP X IR G S REUR S V-0 i

NN N =KEFHHB OB IR [ R

MEMBER-COUNTRY SHALL BE DETERMINED ON THE BASIS OF THAT MEMBER-
COUNTRY’S UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION CONTRIBUTION CLASS, AS PRESCRIBED
IN THE GENERAL REGULATIONS OF THE ASIAN-PACIFIC POSTAL UNION. THE
ANNUAL EXPENDITURE FOR THE TRAINING SECTION IS COVERED IN PRINCIPLE
BY PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES IN DIRECT PROPORTION TO THEIR USE OF THE
TRAINING COURSE AND BY VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE OTHER
COUNTRIES OR ORGANISATIONS OR THE ADMINISTRATIVE SECTION.

ARTICLEX
(ARTICLE 15 AMENDED)

ARTICLE 15 IS RENUMBERED AS ARTICLE 14.

ARTICLE X1
(ARTICLE 16 AMENDED)

ARTICLE 16 IS RENUMBERED AS ARTICLE 15.

SIGNATURE, RATIFICATION AND OTHER FORMS OF APPROVAL OF THE ACTS OF
THE UNION

1 SIGNATURE OF THE ACTS OF THE UNION BY PLENIPOTENTIARIES SHALL
TAKE PLACE AT THE END OF CONGRESS. THE PLENIPOTENTIARY DELEGATES
HAVING PROXY POWERS OF THOSE WHO ARE NOT ATTENDING THE CONGRESS
SHOULD ALSO SIGN THE ACTS OF THE UNION ON THEIR BEHALF SUBJECT TO
RATIFICATION, ACCEPTANCE OR APPROVAL BY SUCH PROXIED COUNTRIES.
CREDENTIALS FOR THE PROXY GOVERNMENTS MUST BE ISSUED BY THE
GOVERNMENTS BEING REPRESENTED IN THE FORM AND MANNER THAT WOULD
APPLY IF THOSE MEMBER-COUNTRIES WERE ACTING ON THEIR OWN BEHALF.

2. THE CONSTITUTION AND THE ADDITIONAL PROTOCOLS THERETO AND THE
OTHER ACTS OF THE UNION SHALL BE RATIFIED, ACCEPTED OR APPROVED AS
SOON AS POSSIBLE BY THE SIGNATORY COUNTRIES IN ACCORDANCE WITH
THEIR CONSTITUTIONAL REGULATIONS.

3. WHEN A COUNTRY DOES NOT RATIFY, ACCEPT OR APPROVE THE ACTS OF
THE UNION WHICH IT HAS SIGNED, THE CONSTITUTION AND OTHER ACTS SHALL
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BE NO LESS VALID FOR THE OTHER COUNTRIES THAT HAVE RATIFIED,
ACCEPTED OR APPROVED THEM.

ARTICLE XTI
(ARTICLE 17 AMENDED)

NOTIFICATION OF RATIFICATION AND OTHER FORMS OF APPROVAL OF THE ACTS
OF THE UNION

ARTICLE 17 IS RENUMBERED AS ARTICLE 16.

THE INSTRUMENTS OF RATIFICATION, ACCEPTANCE OR APPROVAL OF THE
CONSTITUTION AND THE ADDITIONAL PROTOCOLS THERETO AND SUCH
INSTRUMENTS OF THE OTHER ACTS OF THE UNION SHALL BE DEPOSITED AS
SOON AS POSSIBLE WITH THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU, WHO SHALL NOTIFY
THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE OTHER MEMBER-COUNTRIES OF THESE DEPOSITS.

ARTICLE XIII
(ARTICLE 18 AMENDED)

ACCESSION TO THE ACTS OF THE UNION
ARTICLE 18 IS RENUMBERED AS ARTICLE 17.

1.  MEMBER-COUNTRIES WHICH HAVE NOT SIGNED THE CONSTITUTION AND
THE ADDITIONAL PROTOCOLS THERETO AND THE OTHER ACTS OF THE UNION
MAY ACCEDE TO THEM AT ANY TIME.

2.  FORMAL DECLARATIONS OF ACCESSION SHALL BE SENT TO THE DIRECTOR
OF THE BUREAU, WHO SHALL NOTIFY THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE MEMBER-
COUNTRIES OF THESE DEPOSITS.

ARTICLE XIV
(ARTICLE 19 AMENDED)

ARTICLE 19 IS RENUMBERED AS ARTICLE 18.

ARTICLE XV
(ARTICLE 20 AMENDED)
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AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION
ARTICLE 20 IS RENUMBERED AS ARTICLE 19.

1. TO BE ADOPTED, PROPOSALS SUBMITTED TO CONGRESS AND RELATING
TO THIS CONSTITUTION MUST BE APPROVED BY AT LEAST TWO-THIRDS OF THE
MEMBER-COUNTRIES OF THE UNION.

2. AMENDMENTS OF THE CONSTITUTION ADOPTED BY A CONGRESS SHALL
FORM THE SUBJECT OF AN ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL OF THE CONSTITUTION AND
SHALL ENTER INTO FORCE FROM THE DATE SET FORTH IN SUCH PROTOCOL.
THEY SHALL BE RATIFIED, ACCEPTED OR APPROVED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE BY
MEMBER-COUNTRIES AND THE INSTRUMENTS OF SUCH RATIFICATION,
ACCEPTANCE OR APPROVAL SHALL BE DEALT WITH IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE
PROCEDURE LAID DOWN IN ARTICLE 16.

ARTICLE XVI
(ARTICLE 21 AMENDED)

AMENDMENT OF THE GENERAL REGULATIONS
ARTICLE 21 IS RENUMBERED AS ARTICLE 20.

1. THE GENERAL REGULATIONS DEFINE THE CONDITIONS TO BE FULFILLED
FOR THE APPROVAL OF PROPOSALS WHICH CONCERN THEM.

2. AMENDMENTS OF THE GENERAL REGULATIONS ADOPTED BY A CONGRESS
SHALL FORM THE SUBJECT OF AN ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL OF THE GENERAL
REGULATIONS AND SHALL ENTER INTO FORCE FROM THE DATE SET FORTH IN
SUCH PROTOCOL. THEY SHALL BE RATIFIED, ACCEPTED OR APPROVED AS
SOON AS POSSIBLE BY MEMBER-COUNTRIES AND THE INSTRUMENTS OF SUCH
RATIFICATION, ACCEPTANCE OR APPROVAL SHALL BE DEALT WITH IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROCEDURE LAID DOWN IN ARTICLE 16.
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ARTICLE XVII
(ARTICLE 22 AMENDED)

ARTICLE 22 IS RENUMBERED AS ARTICLE 21.

ARTICLE XVIII
(ARTICLE 23 AMENDED)

ARTICLE 23 IS RENUMBERED AS ARTICLE 22.

ARTICLE XIX
(ARTICLE 24 AMENDED)

ARTICLE 24 IS RENUMBERED AS ARTICLE 23.

ARTICLE XX

ENTRY INTO FORCE AND DURATION OF THE SECOND ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL TO
THE CONSTITUTION OF THE ASIAN-PACIFIC POSTAL UNION

THIS SECOND ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL SHALL COME INTO FORCE ON 1 JULY 2002
AND SHALL REMAIN IN FORCE FOR AN INDEFINITE PERIOD.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF THE PLENIPOTENTIARIES OF THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE
MEMBER-COUNTRIES HAVE DRAWN UP THIS SECOND ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL,
WHICH SHALL HAVE THE SAME FORCE AND THE SAME VALIDITY AS IF ITS
PROVISIONS WERE INSERTED IN THE TEXT OF THE CONSTITUTION ITSELF, AND
HAVE SIGNED IT IN A SINGLE ORIGINAL WHICH SHALL BE DEPOSITED WITH THE
GOVERNMENT OF A MEMBER-COUNTRY DESIGNATED BY THE CONGRESS. A
COPY THEREOF SHALL BE DELIVERED TO EACH MEMBER-COUNTRY BY THAT
GOVERNMENT.

DONE AT TEHRAN, SEPTEMBER 18, 2000.
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