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The Government of Canada (hereinafter also "Canada"),

The Governments of the Kingdom of Belgium, the Kingdom of Denmark, the French
Republic, the Federal Republic of Germany, the Italian Republic, the Kingdom of the
Netherlands, the Kingdom of Norway, the Kingdom of Spain, the Kingdom of Sweden, the
Swiss Confederation, and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, being
Govermnments of Member States of the European Space Agency (hereinafter collectively “the
European Governments” or "the European Partner"),

The Government of Japan (hereinafter also "Japan"),
The Government of the Russian Federation (hereinafter also "Russia"), and

The Government of the United States of America (hereinafter "the Government of the
United States" or "the United States"),

Recalling that in January 1984 the President of the United States directed the National
Acronautics and Space Administration (NASA) to develop and place into orbit a
permanently manned Space Station and invited friends and allies of the United States to
participate in its development and use and to share in the benefits thereof,

Recalling the acceptance of the aforementioned invitation by the Prime Minister of Canada
at the March 1985 Quebec Summit meeting with the President of the United States and the
mutual confirmation of interest on cooperation at the March 1986 Washington, D.C. Summit
meeting,

Recalling the terms of the relevant Resolutions adopted on 31 January 1985 and 20 October
1995 by the European Space Agency (ESA) Council meeting at the ministerial level, and
that, within the framework of ESA, and in accordance with its purpose as defined in Article 11
of the Convention establishing it, the Columbus programme and the European participation
in the international Space Station development programme have been undertaken to develop
and will develop elements of the civil international Space Station,

Recalling Japan’s interest in the Space Station program manifested during the NASA
Administrator’s visits to Japan in 1984 and 1985 and Japan’s participation in the U.S. space
program through the First Materials Processing Test,

Recalling ESA's and Canada's participation in the U.S. Space Transportation System
through the European development of the first manned space laboratory, Spacelab, and the
Canadian development of the Remote Manipulator System,

Recalling the partnership created by the Agreement Among the Government of the United
States of America, Governments of Member States of the European Space Agency, the
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Government of Japan, and the Government of Canada on Cooperation in the Detailed
Design, Development, Operation, and Utilization of the Permanently Manned Civil Space
Station (hereinafter “the 1988 Agreement™), done at Washington on 29 September 1988 and
related Memoranda of Understanding between NASA and the Ministry of State for Science
and Technology (MOSST) of Canada, NASA and ESA, and NASA and the Government of
Japan,

Recognizing that the 1988 Agreement entered into force on 30 January 1992 between the
United States and Japan,

Recalling that NASA, ESA, the Government of Japan and MOSST have been implementing
cooperative activities to realize the partnership in the Space Station program in accordance
with the 1988 Agreement and the related Memoranda of Understanding, and recognizing
that upon its establishment on 1 March 1989, the Canadian Space Agency (CSA) assumed
responsibility for the execution of the Canadian Space Station Program from MOSST,

Convinced that, in view of the Russian Federation’s unique experience and accomplishments
in the area of human space flight and long-duration missions, including the successful long-
term operation of the Russian Mir Space Station, its participation in the partnership will
considerably enhance the capabilities of the Space Station to the benefit of all the Partners,

Recalling the invitation extended on 6 December 1993 by the Government of Canada, the
European Governments, the Government of Japan, and the Government of the United States
to the Government of the Russian Federation to become a Partner in the detailed design,
development, operation and utilization of the Space Station within the framework established
by the Space Station Agreements, and the positive response of the Government of the
Russian Federation on 17 December 1993 to that invitation,

Recalling the arrangements between the Chairman of the Government of the Russian
Federation and the Vice President of the United States to promote cooperation on important
human spaceflight activities, including the Russian-U.S. Mir-Shuttle program, to prepare for
building the International Space Station,

Recalling the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and
Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies (hereinafter "the Quter
Space Treaty"), which entered into force on 10 October 1967,

Recalling the Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts, and the
Return of Objects Launched into Outer Space (hereinafter "the Rescue Agreement"), which
entered into force on 3 December 1968,

Recalling the Convention on Intemational Liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects
(hereinafter "the Liability Convention"), which entered into force on 1 September 1972,
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Recalling the Convention on Registration of Objects Launched into Outer Space (hereinafter
"the Registration Convention"), which entered into force on 15 September 1976,

Convinced that working together on the civil international Space Station will further expand
cooperation through the establishment of a long-term and mutually beneficial relationship,
and will further promote cooperation in the exploration and peaceful use of outer space,

Recognizing that NASA and CSA, NASA and ESA, NASA and the Government of Japan,
and NASA and the Russian Space Agency (RSA) have prepared Memoranda of
Understanding (hereinafter “the MOUs”) in conjunction with their Govemments’
negotiation of this Agreement, and that the MOUs provide detailed provisions in
implementation of this Agreement,

Recognizing, in light of the foregoing, that it is desirable to establish among the
Government of Canada, the European Governments, the Government of Japan, the
Government of the Russian Federation, and the Government of the United States a
framework for the design, development, operation, and utilization of the Space Station,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1
Object and Scope

1. The object of this Agreement is to establish a long-term international cooperative
framework among the Partners, on the basis of genuine partnership, for the detailed design,
development, operation, and utilization of a permanently inhabited civil international Space
Station for peaceful purposes, in accordance with international law. This civil international
Space Station will enhance the scientific, technological, and commercial use of outer space.
This Agreement specifically defines the civil intemational Space Station program and the
nature of this partnership, including the respective rights and obligations of the Partners in
this cooperation. This Agreement further provides for mechanisms and arrangements
designed to ensure that its object is fulfilled.

2. The Partners will join their efforts, under the lead role of the United States for overall
management and coordination, to create an integrated international Space Station. The
United States and Russia, drawing on their extensive experience in human space flight, will
produce elements which serve as the foundation for the international Space Station. The
European Partner and Japan will produce elements that will significantly enhance the Space
Station's capabilities. Canada's contribution will be an essential part of the Space Station.
This Agreement lists in the Annex the elements to be provided by the Partners to form the
international Space Station.

3. The permanently inhabited civil international Space Station (hereinafter “the Space

Station") will be a multi-use facility in low-earth orbit, with flight elements and Space
Station-unique ground elements provided by all the Partners. By providing Space Station
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flight elements, each Partner acquires certain rights to use the Space Station and participates
in its management in accordance with this Agreement, the MOUs, and implementing
arrangements.

4. The Space Station is conceived as having an evolutionary character. The Partner States'
rights and obligations regarding evolution shall be subject to specific provisions in
accordance with Article 14.

Article 2
International Rights and Obligations

1. The Space Station shall be developed, operated, and utilized in accordance with
international law, including the Outer Space Treaty, the Rescue Agreement, the Liability
Convention, and the Registration Convention.

2. Nothing in this Agreement shall be interpreted as:

(2) modifying the rights and obligations of the Partner States found in the treaties
listed in paragraph 1 above, either toward each other or toward other States, except as
otherwise provided in Article 16;

(b) affecting the rights and obligations of the Partner States when exploring or using
outer space, whether individually or in cooperation with other States, in activities
unrelated to the Space Station; or

() constituting a basis for asserting a claim to national appropriation over outer space
or over any portion of outer space.

Article 3
Definitions

For the purposes of this Agreement, the following definitions shall apply:

(a) "this Agreement":
the present Agreement, including the Annex;

(b) "the Partners" (or, where appropriate, "each Partner"):
the Government of Canada; the European Governments listed in the Preamble
which become parties to this Agreement, as well as any other European
Government that may accede to this Agreement in accordance with Article
25(3), acting collectively as one Partner; the Govemnment of Japan; the
Government of the Russian Federation; and the Government of the United
States;
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(c) "Partner State":
each Contracting Party for which this Agreement has entered into force, in
accordance with Article 25.

Article 4
Cooperating Agencies

1. The Partners agree that the Canadian Space Agency (hereinafter "CSA") for the
Government of Canada, the European Space Agency (hereinafter "ESA") for the European
Governments, the Russian Space Agency (hereinafter "RSA") for Russia, and the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration (hereinafter “NASA”) for the United States shall be
the Cooperating Agencies responsible for implementing Space Station cooperation. The
Government of Japan's Cooperating Agency designation for implementing Space Station
cooperation shall be made in the Memorandum of Understanding between NASA and the
Government of Japan referred to in paragraph 2 below.

2. The Cooperating Agencies shall implement Space Station cooperation in accordance
with the relevant provisions of this Agreement, the respective Memoranda of Understanding
(MOUs) between NASA and CSA, NASA and ESA, NASA and the Government of Japan,
and NASA and RSA concerning cooperation on the civil international Space Station, and
arrangements between or among NASA and the other Cooperating Agencies implementing
the MOUs (implementing arrangements). The MOUs shall be subject to this Agreement,
and the implementing arrangements shall be consistent with and subject to the MQUs.

3. Where a provision of an MOU sets forth rights or obligations accepted by a Cooperating
Agency (or, in the case of Japan, the Government of Japan) not a party to that MOU, such
provision may not be amended without the written consent of that Cooperating Agency (or,
in the case of Japan, the Government of Japan).

Article 5
Registration; Jurisdiction and Control

1. In accordance with Article II of the Registration Convention, each Partner shall register
as space objects the flight elements listed in the Annex which it provides, the European
Partner having delegated this responsibility to ESA, acting in its name and on its behalf.

2. Pursuant to Article VIII of the Outer Space Treaty and Article II of the Registration
Convention, each Partner shall retain jurisdiction and control over the elements it registers in
accordance with paragraph 1 above and over personnel in or on the Space Station who are its
nationals. The exercise of such jurisdiction and control shall be subject to any relevant
provisions of this Agreement, the MOUs, and implementing arrangements, including relevant
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procedural mechanisms established therein.

Article 6
Ownership of Elements and Equipment

1. Canada, the European Partner, Russia, and the United States, through their respective
Cooperating Agencies, and an entity designated by Japan at the time of the deposit of its
instrument under Article 25(2), shall own the elements listed in the Annex that they
respectively provide, except as otherwise provided for in this Agreement. The Partners,
acting through their Cooperating Agencies, shall notify each other regarding the ownership of
any equipment in or on the Space Station.

2. The European Partner shall entrust ESA, acting in its name and on its behalf, with
ownership over the elements it provides, as well as over any other equipment developed and
funded under an ESA programme as a contribution to the Space Station, its operation or
utilization.

3. The transfer of ownership of the elements listed in the Annex or of equipment in or on
the Space Station shall not affect the rights and obligations of the Partners under this
Agreement, the MOUs, or implementing arrangements.

4, Equipment in or on the Space Station shall not be owned by, and ownership of elements
listed in the Annex shall not be transferred to, any non-Partner or private entity under the
jurisdiction of a non-Partner without the prior concurrence of the other Partners. Any transfer
of ownership of any element listed in the Annex shall require prior notification of the other
Partners.

5. The ownership of equipment or material provided by a user shall not be affected by the
mere presence of such equipment or material in or on the Space Station.

6. The ownership or registration of elements or the ownership of equipment shall in no way
be deemed to be an indication of ownership of material or data resulting from the conduct of
activities in or on the Space Station.

7. The exercise of ownership of elements and equipment shail be subject to any relevant

provisions of this Agreement, the MOUs, and implementing arrangements, including relevant
procedural mechanisms established therein.

Article 7
Management

1. Management of the Space Station will be established on a multilateral basis and the
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Partners, acting through their Cooperating Agencies, will participate and discharge
responsibilities in management bodies established in accordance with the MOUs and
implementing arrangements as provided below. These management bodies shall plan and
coordinate activities affecting the design and development of the Space Station and its safe,
efficient, and effective operation and utilization, as provided in this Agreement and the
MOUs. In these management bodies, decision-making by consensus shall be the goal.
Mechanisms for decision-making within these management bodies where it is not possible for
the Cooperating Agencies to reach consensus are specified in the MOUs. Decision-making
responsibilities which the Partners and their Cooperating Agencies have with respect to the
elements they provide are specified in this Agreement and the MOUs.

2. The United States, acting through NASA, and in accordance with the MOUs and
implementing arrangements, shall be responsible for management of its own program,
including its utilization activities. The United States, acting through NASA, and in
accordance with the MOUs and implementing arrangements, shall also be responsible for:
overall program management and coordination of the Space Station, except as otherwise
provided in this Article and in the MOUs; overall system engineering and integration;
establishment of overall safety requirements and plans; and overall planning for and
coordination of the execution of the overall integrated operation of the Space Station.

3. Canada, the European Partner, Japan and Russia, acting through their Cooperating
Agencies, and in accordance with the MOUs and implementing arrangements, shall each be
responsible for: management of their own programs, including their utilization activities;
system engineering and integration of the elements they provide; development and
implementation of detailed safety requirements and plans for the elements they provide; and,
consistent with paragraph 2 above, supporting the United States in the performance of its
overall responsibilities, including participating in planning for and coordination of the
execution of the integrated operation of the Space Station.

4. To the extent that a design and development matter concerns only a Space Station
element provided by Canada, the European Partner, Japan, or Russia and is not covered in the
agreed program documentation provided for in the MOUs, that Partner, acting through its
Cooperating Agency, may make decisions related to that element.

Article 8
Detailed Design and Development

In accordance with Article 7 and other relevant provisions of this Agreement, and in
accordance with the MOUs and implementing arrangements, each Partner, acting through its
Cooperating Agency, shall design and develop the elements which it provides, including
Space Station-unique ground elements adequate to support the continuing operation and full
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international utilization of the flight elements, and shall interact with the other Partners,
through their Cooperating Agencies, to reach solutions on design and development of their
respective elements.

Article 9
Utilization

1. Utilization rights are derived from Partner provision of user elements, infrastructure
elements, or both. Any Partner that provides Space Station user elements shall retain use of
those elements, except as otherwise provided in this paragraph. Partners which provide
resources to operate and use the Space Station, which are derived from their Space Station
infrastructure elements, shall receive in exchange a fixed share of the use of certain user
elements. Partners’ specific allocations of Space Station user elements and of resources
derived from Space Station infrastructure are set forth in the MOUs and implementing
arrangements.

2. The Partners shall have the right to barter or sell any portion of their respective
allocations. The terms and conditions of any barter or sale shall be determined on a
case-by-case basis by the parties to the transaction.

3. Each Partner may use and select users for its allocations for any purpose consistent with
the object of this Agreement and provisions set forth in the MOUs and implementing
arrangements, except that:

(a) any proposed use of a user element by a non-Partner or private entity under the
jurisdiction of a non-Partner shall require the prior notification to and timely
consensus among all Partners through their Cooperating Agencies; and

(b) the Partner providing an element shall determine whether a contemplated use of
that element is for peaceful purposes, except that this subparagraph shall not be
invoked to prevent any Partner from using resources derived from the Space Station
infrastructure.

4. Inits use of the Space Station, each Partner, through its Cooperating Agency, shall seek
through the mechanisms established in the MOUs to avoid causing serious adverse effects on
the use of the Space Station by the other Partners.

5. Each Partner shall assure access to and use of its Space Station elements to the other
Partners in accordance with their respective allocations.

6. For purposes of this Article, an ESA Member State shall not be considered a
"non-Partner".
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Article 10
Operation

The Partners, acting through their Cooperating Agencies, shall have responsibilities in the
operation of the elements they respectively provide, in accordance with Article 7 and other
relevant provisions of this Agreement, and in accordance with the MOUs and implementing
arrangements. The Partners, acting through their Cooperating Agencies, shall develop and
implement procedures for operating the Space Station in a manner that is safe, efficient, and
effective for Space Station users and operators, in accordance with the MOUs and
implementing arrangements. Further, each Partner, acting through its Cooperating Agency,
shall be responsible for sustaining the functional performance of the elements it provides.

Article 11
Crew

1. Each Partner has the right to provide qualified personnel to serve on an equitable basis
as Space Station crew members. Selections and decisions regarding the flight assignments of
a Partner’s crew members shall be made in accordance with procedures provided in the
MOUs and implementing arrangements.

2. The Code of Conduct for the Space Station crew will be developed and approved by all
the Partners in accordance with the individual Partner’s internal procedures, and in
accordance with the MOUs. A Partner must have approved the Code of Conduct before it
provides Space Station crew. Each Partner, in exercising its right to provide crew, shall
ensure that its crew members observe the Code of Conduct.

Article 12
Transportation

1. Each of the Partners shall have the right of access to the Space Station using its
respective government and private sector space transportation systems, if they are compatible
with the Space Station. The United States, Russia, the European Partner, and Japan, through
their respective Cooperating Agencies, shall make available launch and return transportation
services for the Space Station (using such space transportation systems as the U.S. Space
Shuttle, the Russian Proton and Soyuz, the European Ariane-5, and the Japanese H-II).
Initially, the U.S. and Russian space transportation systems will be used to provide launch
and return transportation services for the Space Station and, in addition, the other space
transportation systems will be used as those systems become available. Access and launch
and return transportation services shall be in accordance with the provisions of the relevant
MOUs and implementing arrangements.
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2. Those Partners providing launch and return transportation services to other Partners and
their respective users on a reimbursable or other basis shall provide such services consistent
with conditions specified in the relevant MOUs and implementing arrangements. Those
Partners providing launch and return transportation services on a reimbursable basis shall
provide such services to another Partner or the users of that Partner, in comparable
circumstances, on the same basis they provide such services to any other Partner or the users
of such other Partner.  Partners shall use their best efforts to accommodate proposed
requirements and flight schedules of the other Partners.

3. The United States, through NASA, working with the other Partners’ Cooperating
Agencies in management bodies, shall plan and coordinate launch and return transportation
services for the Space Station in accordance with the integrated traffic planning process, as
provided in the MOUs and implementing arrangements.

4. Each Partner shall respect the proprietary rights in and the confidentiality of
appropriately marked data and goods to be transported on its space transportation system.

Article 13
Communications

1. The United States and Russia, through their Cooperating Agencies, shall provide the two
primary data relay satellite system space and ground communications networks for
command, control, and operations of Space Station elements and payloads, and other Space
Station communication purposes. Other Partners may provide data relay satellite system
space and ground communication networks, if they are compatible with the Space Station and
with Space Station use of the two primary networks. The provision of Space Station
communications  shall be in accordance with provisions in the relevant MOUs and
implementing arrangements,

2. On a reimbursable basis, the Cooperating Agencies shall use their best efforts to
accommodate, with their respective communication systems, specific Space Station-related
requirements of one another, consistent with conditions specified in the relevant MOUs and
implementing arrangements.

3. The United States, through NASA, working with the other Partners’ Cooperating
Agencies in management bodies, shall plan and coordinate space and ground
communications services for the Space Station in accordance with relevant program
documentation, as provided in the MOUs and implementing arrangements.



= HHEHREEE N ROk < RO B L O R R W 5 S QN

S WEEE QT - &

S REWHK U QOIS MERE L O )0 UEL HEP e VR JREHE

3 HORNBHE LR OV EIIHER W e BN L 2 IS BN 1Kk g
HENCHUE A XK Iw¢00° ) WEEFOCRER—» CETEERTROR

o p = R

—~ NEHED FEMRRERCHEWED VIRE 0 ) U D w4
RO OMGE WD VKR U S @ F WK U0 4 C R0 e
dun BROFWBUR QMU WK SAR - #EUWB S HBEHE LR D
REMEWK LMEME T SaoR0EHECHBUDT M VOBERD
REmECULUERRC®

N HOREEET MM LET KIS & LR RO BRI 0 U
RED SRS 0RROEEULEER 0 JQHENETE I+ ROHNERLE

j:

(m) € FHEXD@UIS
E e EE e

VEREGR R Y ERNEH

WREHEH" Ef R
PR B R0 32
TED BEEHIMEO0 VR
S ) CHFROEHIKS

OV-PERCHIUNE

+

O UMFEEDR m JPRCREHEUROV2RROEE LR BT VI OG5 °

© REUREFOREHECVRVR CERCEMROERCUSUR R EHHKCERES UL

B RS e’

v ERCHRUOIMVOREUERFONEHEESCERU R’ QR
AEN U RS HE NNV D CROREY WSRYEDsREEVEN
EHREwYSHFHWES | V07 4" BIEE-Hp BIUEH SR PR A 0 - {E 54
SORK D CREHE-2V QTGS | Ve

0 OREQEEMKOERECY | CHEHERRRCWE v raRdul
SHEF RNV D w WERHERSEEVER 0 ) U K0 I Q
ST RO B RS O SRE KD v (B B 1 HBE RN KOk
SPHTHERHE S | Ao 10 SR QKU 4 00

© X UH{EHLORRCEE L O Wi T 0 ) U0 K NS

SHREHEEL S M NEKIT e ) VR P ne®

HERERER

TR N RR U S oF

RHOEROR OEES
RiR EPENGENS: o £ LS g o)
FEEKIRAX B MEER D Kk

BOHREHLE LR+ oHHE
QUOREWTHRS | v
WHH LIS REHE

b

4. Measures to ensure the confidentiality of utilization data passing through the Space
Station Information System and other communication systems being used in connection with
the Space Station may be implemented, as provided in the MOUs. Each Partner shall respect
the proprietary rights in, and the confidentiality of, the utilization data passing through its
communication systems, including its ground network and the communication systems of its
contractors, when providing communication services to another Partner.

Article 14
Evolution

1. The Partners intend that the Space Station shall evolve through the addition of capability
and shall strive to maximize the likelihood that such evolution will be effected through
contributions from all the Partners. To this end, it shall be the object of each Partner to
provide, where appropriate, the opportunity to the other Partners to cooperate in its proposals
for additions of evolutionary capability. The Space Station together with its additions of
evolutionary capability shall remain a civil station, and its operation and utilization shall be
for peaceful purposes, in accordance with international law.

2. This Agreement sets forth rights and obligations concerning only the elements listed in
the Annex, except that this Article and Article 16 shall apply to any additions of evolutionary
capability. This Agreement does not commit any Partner State to participate in, or otherwise
grant any Partner rights in, the addition of evolutionary capability.

3. Procedures for the coordination of the Partners’ respective evolution studies and for the
review of specific proposals for the addition of evolutionary capability are provided in the
MOUs.

4. Cooperation between or among Partners regarding the sharing of addition(s) of
evolutionary capability shall require, following the coordination and review provided for in
paragraph 3 above, either the amendment of this Agreement, or a separate agreement to
which the United States, to ensure that any addition is consistent with the overall program,
and any other Partner providing a Space Station element or space transportation system on
which there is an operational or technical impact, shall be parties.

5. Following the coordination and review provided for in paragraph 3 above, the addition
of evolutionary capability by one Partner shall require prior notification of the other Partners,
and an agreement with the United States to ensure that any addition is consistent with the
overall program, and with any other Partner providing a Space Station element or space
transportation system on which there is an operational or technical impact.

6. A Partner which may be affected by the addition of evolutionary capability under
paragraph 4 or § above may request consultations with the other Partners in accordance with
Article 23.
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